September 1, 2010

To Industry Stakeholders, Associations, Individuals and Other Interested Participants:

The present Mines Safety of Workers Regulations came into effect in the 1950s with very few amendments being made to them since that time. These regulations are out of date and no longer reflect health and safety practices relevant to the mining industry in Newfoundland and Labrador today.
The Department of Government Services recognizes the need for modernized legislation   and has drafted the proposed mines regulations. Mining safety regulations are, by their very nature, more technical, therefore it is essential that they be user-friendly for both the mining industry and workers and provide clear direction as to what the minimum acceptable safety requirements are to address high risk hazards in today’s mining environment. 
The opportunity has also been taken to simplify where possible the wording of the regulations and bring the health and safety requirements for the mining industry under the general Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) regulations, which was revised last year.  The amalgamation of the proposed mining safety regulations and the newly revised OHS regulations will result in a more streamlined regulatory environment facilitating a much more user-friendly set of regulatory requirements.
In addition to the draft regulation, the Occupational Health and Safety Division developed a Safety Standard for Mine Hoisting Operations. The standard outlines the requirement for proper maintenance, documentation and communication in relation to the operation of mine hoisting equipment and to establish the qualifications for hoist operators.
As with the recent changes to the OHS regulations, the focus of change in the Mines Safety of Workers regulation is to enhance and clarify technical requirements, update references to relevant codes and standards and to restructure the format and layout so that the regulations are easily understood and user-friendly. Some of the specific changes include: 

Recent Codes and Standards – Requirements to comply with the most recent version of a named code or standard as opposed to a specific version to that code or standard which may be outdated.  These regulations will also reference a new safety standard for mine hoist operations.

General Requirements for Mining – General requirements for mining operations, such as illumination, cap lamps, conveyor belts, emergency procedures/mine rescue, and requirement for geological characterization and composition analysis of rock being mined or quarried. 

Underground Mine Operations – Specific requirements for underground mining operations including things such as mine design, scaling procedures, hot work, and ventilation.
Shafts and Conveyances – Specific requirements on shafts, including:  installation, inspections and shaft conveyances

Mine Hoisting – Specific requirements on the operation of mine hoists.  The attached draft “Safety Standard for Mine Hoist Operations” was also developed as part of the regulatory review and will be referenced in regulations. 

Explosives in Mines – Specific requirements regarding permits, storage, inventory and use of explosives at mines sites.

Open Cut Workings in Mining Operations –   Includes specific requirements such as   heights of faces and trenches, open pit design and provisions around dumping. 
Use of Electricity in Mines – Includes reference to various codes and standards and specific requirements around electricity in mines.
This consultation process is your opportunity to comment and provide feedback on the proposed Mines Safety of Workers regulation and Standard for Mine Hoist Operations.  I encourage you to forward comments by November 30, 2010 to the e-mail address minesconsultations@gov.nl.ca or you can send your comments in writing to:

Occupational Health and Safety Branch

Department of Government Services

15 Dundee Ave., Donovan’s Industrial Park

Mount Pearl, NL A1N 4R6

To access the documents for viewing and printing purposes, the proposed draft regulation and standard are available on the Department of Government Services website at 

www.gs.gov.nl.ca/Consultation/index.html
In addition, meeting requests to further discuss the proposed Mines Safety of Workers regulation and Standard for Mine Hoist Operations can be arranged by contacting the above email address.

Sincerely,

Kevin O’Brien, Minster

Department of Government Services

