
Concerns With Home Drinking

Water Treatment Units

3 Units should be used & maintained
according to the manufacturer’s
instructions that accompany the
unit.

3 In activated carbon filter units,
microbial growth may result from
the buildup of organic matter on the
filter.  Because of the possibility of
microbial growth, the following is
recommended:

S Use this type of filter only on

m u n ic ipa l l y  t re a t e d  ( i .e . ,

chlorinated) or other water

supplies known to be free of

microbial contaminants.

S Change filters and maintain the

unit as per the manufacturer’s

recomm endations.

What Should I Do If the 

Community I Live in Is on a 

Boil Water Advisory?

Drinking water should be boiled if your
community is on a boil water advisory.
This includes water that undergoes
treatment in a home water treatment unit
to remove various chemical contaminants.

When the boil water advisory is over,
please ensure that the treatment unit is
thoroughly cleaned and sanitized.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For additional information, please
contact an Environmental Health Officer
III at the Government Service nearest

you or call your nearest regional Health
and Community Services Board.

Government Service Centres

Happy Valley - Goose Bay

Corner Brook

Grand Falls - W indsor

Gander

Clarenville

Harbour Grace

St. John’s

Health and Community Services Boards

Corner Brook

Gander

Holyrood

St. John’s

Happy Valley-Goose Bay
St. Anthony

Other Drinking Water Awareness
Pamphlets include:

What You Should Know
About...Giardia

What You Should Know About...Boil
Water Advisories

Department of Health and Community Services
Health and Community Services Boards

Department of Government Services and Lands
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What Are Home Drinking Water

Treatment Units?

A variety of home drinking water treatment
units are available at retail stores
throughout the province to remove or
reduce a wide range of contaminants that
may be found in tap water.

Some of the types of treatment methods
available include filtration, ion exchange,
reverse osmosis, and distillation.

What Should I Look for When

Shopping for a Drinking Water

Treatment Unit for Use in My

Home?

Before you purchase a unit, you need to
know what you are trying to remove from
your tap water.

Because you are unlikely to find a single
unit to remove every type of drinking water
contaminant, you must pick a unit that is
able to reduce the contaminant(s) you are
concerned about.

For example, a treatment unit designed to
r e m o v e  c h e m i c a l s  s u c h  a s
trihalomethanes, lead or chlorine is of no
use to you, if you desire to be protected
from disease causing microorganisms.  

Be an Informed Consumer!

Don’t Purchase a Treatment Unit Which
Cannot Reduce the Contaminant(s) You
are Concerned About

Is There Any Way to Verify the

Treatment Claims Made by the

Various Manufacturers?

There are six ANSI/NSF standards
relating to water filtration and treatment
units.  You can check to see if the unit
meets one of these standards The
standards are outlined in the table below.

Standard Specific Product/Use

ANSI/NSF 42 Drinking Water Treatment Units-
Aesthetic Effects.

These dev ices deal  wi th
contaminants that affect taste,
odour or colour of the drinking
water.  

Examples of units include carbon
and granular activated charcoal
filters.

ANSI/NSF 53 Drinking Water Treatment
Devices - Health Effects *

These devices can deal with
contaminants that can effect human
health if found at levels above
guideline levels. 

Examples of units include carbon
and granular activated charcoal
filters.

ANSI/NSF55 Ultraviolet Microbiological Water
Treatment Systems

One class of devices can disinfect
micro biologically contaminated
water and another class is designed
for non-disease causing or
nuisance microorganisms only 

ANSI/NSF 58 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water
Treatment Systems
Applies to systems where water is
forced through a semi-permeable
membrane (may include filters
certified under ANSI/NSF42 or 53)

ANSI/NSF
62

Drinking Water Distillation
Systems
Applies to systems that heat water
to the boiling point and collect water
as i t  condenses leav ing
contaminants behind (e.g. heavy
metals)

ANSI/NSF
44

C a t i o n E x c h ange W a t er
Softeners
For the removal of calcium and
magnesium ions from the water.

* Be sure that the filter can remove the health

related contaminant you are concerned about.  Not

all ANSI/NSF 53 Standards rem ove all health

related contaminants.

Visit:

 www.nsf.org  
 

to see if a treatment unit has been
certified to one of these standards.

http://www.nsf.org
http://www.ul.org
http://www.csa.ca
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