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• WRIM and Water Rights in NL

• Water Use Conflicts

• Drought and Climate Change

• Obtaining a Water Use Licence for your Drinking Water 
System

• Benefits of having a Water Use Licence

Overview



WRIM Section



• To Ensure that Newfoundland and 
Labrador’s precious water resources are 
properly allocated and conserved for the 
benefits of all water use sectors and 
future Generations.

• Promote the recognition and appreciation 
of the value of water resources to ensure 
their sustainability and security. 

• Water Planning and Management 
including resolution of water use conflicts 
as they may arise.

The Purpose of Water Use Licences



When is a Water Use Licence 
Required?

• A Water Use Licence is required to divert, withdraw, and use 

water for a variety of purposes, including:

• Municipal purposes

• Agricultural purposes

• Commercial purposes

• Industrial purposes

• Water and Thermal Power Generation

• Water Management (e.g. flood control, erosion control, flow 

regulation, conservation)

• Recreation

• Propagation of plant, fish, or other animal life



Water Rights in NL

• Priority based water rights system

• Water use licences, registered lease agreements, or legislation

• Very few Public Water Supplies have valid water use licences



Water Use Conflicts

“Whiskey is for drinking; 
water is for fighting over.”
 - Mark Twain

Development Competition

Water Scarcity

Inequitable Access

Environmental/Ecological Concerns



• Newfoundland Power vs City of St. John’s – Bay Bulls Big Pond

Water Use Conflict – NL Example



• Humber Valley Resort vs Corner Brook Pulp and Paper – Humber 
River watershed

Water Use Conflict – NL Example



Development Competition

Hydro development Green Hydrogen 
Production

Mining



Mechanisms for Water Use Conflict 
Resolutions

Section 19 – Emergencies
• Minister can designate the purposes 

and quantities in which water may be 
used, and can be applied to all or a 
specified area of the province and/or 
for a specified period of time

Section 15 – Priority
• Domestic purposes
• Municipal purposes
• Agricultural purposes
• Commercial, institutional, and 

industrial purposes
• Water and thermal power 

generation



Drought Outlook

Source: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada



Climate Change

Source: Climatedata.ca



Conservation

Supply shortages can be caused by 
dry conditions

During Shortages:

• Promote water conservation

• Impose Restrictions

• Install water meters at the intake

Water use shortages may be  
addressed in Section 19 of Water 
Resources Act (Emergencies)



Obtaining and Maintaining a Water Use 
Licence – Application & Reporting

• Applications can be found a: 

https://www.gov.nl.ca/ecc/waterres/permits-

licenses/appforms/

• Completed applications can be sent to: 

waterinvestigations@gov.nl.ca

• No application fee for Municipal water users

Once a licence is obtained:

• Water use licence holders submit annual water use 

report to WRMD

https://www.gov.nl.ca/ecc/waterres/permits-licenses/appforms/
https://www.gov.nl.ca/ecc/waterres/permits-licenses/appforms/
mailto:waterinvestigations@gov.nl.ca


• Posted on ECC website: 
https://www.gov.nl.ca/ecc/waterres/per
mits-licenses/permits/water-use/

• Digital water rights registry: 
https://www.gov.nl.ca/ecc/waterres/wate
rrights/registry/

• Water Resources Portal Layer: 
https://gnl.maps.arcgis.com/apps/weba
ppviewer/index.html?id=8f9cddf172014
b8d89eaa118bdfdfb40 

Where to View Water Use Licences

https://www.gov.nl.ca/ecc/waterres/permits-licenses/permits/water-use/
https://www.gov.nl.ca/ecc/waterres/permits-licenses/permits/water-use/
https://www.gov.nl.ca/ecc/waterres/waterrights/registry/
https://www.gov.nl.ca/ecc/waterres/waterrights/registry/
https://gnl.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8f9cddf172014b8d89eaa118bdfdfb40
https://gnl.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8f9cddf172014b8d89eaa118bdfdfb40
https://gnl.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8f9cddf172014b8d89eaa118bdfdfb40


For Towns/LSDs:

• Ensures water rights are 
enshrined in legislation

• Ensures priority of use during 
periods of water scarcity and/or 
development competition

• Improved water use tracking 
(identify leaks or other abnormal 
use)

• Other applicants must consult with 
Town/LSD

Benefits of having a Water Use Licence for 
Public Water Supplies

For WRMD:

• Streamlines process for 
addressing potential water 
use conflicts

• More water use data allows 
for better management of 
water resources



Thank you
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