
Building a Foundation for a Home for Nature: 
Summary of the WERAC Recommendations Report on the Protected Areas Plan 

for the Island of Newfoundland
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Implement the Protected 
Areas Plan for the Island 

of Newfoundland

Supporting Recommendations

1. Develop an Implementation Plan.

2. Ensure that proposed reserves are protected 
during the implementation process.

3. Move forward with comprehensive public 
consultations.

4. Work together to find solutions to protected 
areas planning conflicts.

5. Support the creation of transitional reserves as 
described in the Plan.
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Improve engagement 
processes and 

communications

Supporting Recommendations

6. Engage Indigenous groups in a meaningful 
protected areas planning process.

7. Improve transparency, communications and 
education.

8. Endorse protected areas as part of the climate 
change solution.
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Expand on the Plan to 
build a more 

comprehensive system of 
protected areas for the 

province

Supporting Recommendations

9. Expand on planning efforts to reach current 
conservation targets and broaden the Plan to 
include additional areas and protect other values. 

10. Improve protected area and landscape 
connectivity.

11. Consider other protective mechanisms.

12. Develop a collaborative conservation planning 
process for Labrador.
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Manage reserves to 
benefit nature and 

support people, and 
update the WER Act to 

reflect this

Supporting Recommendations

13. Invest in rural communities, sustainable rural 
economic development, and reserve management.

14. Support reserve management that protects 
nature and local traditions.

15. Modernize the WER Act.
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What WERAC Heard
• There is support for establishing a network of 

protected areas on the Island of Newfoundland. 
Support varies by region, as do concerns. 

• People want to continue traditional activities, see 
financial and community benefit from proposed 
reserves, and be able to continue to access these 
areas.

• People want to move forward with local 
consultations (Phase 2) and for WERAC and 
government to provide more engagement, 
education, and improved communications. 

• Reserve-specific concerns can be collaboratively 
addressed during Phase 2 local public 
consultations.
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Protected Areas Planning in NL

Phase 1
2020-2021

• Public consultation on the 
document A Home for 
Nature: Protected Areas 
Plan for the Island of 
Newfoundland. 

• Public release of a What 
We Heard Document

• WERAC submission of the 
Recommendations Report 
to government.

• Government decides 
whether and how to move 
forward, in response to 
WERAC 
Recommendations Report.

• If government decides to 
move forward, planning 
for Phase 2 will begin.

Phase 2

• Develop an 
implementation plan.

• Conduct outreach and 
education about protected 
areas.

• Public consultations on 
individual reserves.

• Assessment of additional 
areas as per 
recommendations 9 - 12.
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Protected Areas Plan
for the Island of Newfoundland,
Including Natural Regions 
(ecoregions and subregions)



Your Logo or Name Here 11

Levels of Natural Region 
Protection if the Plan is 
Implemented in its Entirety
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2020 Human Footprint/
Development Considerations
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Additional Areas 
Proposed for Protection 
by the Public during 
Phase 1 Public 
Consultations
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Additional Wetland or 
Waterfowl Areas 
Proposed for Protection 
by the Public during 
Phase 1 Public 
Consultations


	Building a Foundation for a Home for Nature: �Summary of the WERAC Recommendations Report on the Protected Areas Plan for the Island of Newfoundland
	The Problem
	Slide Number 3
	Implement the Protected Areas Plan for the Island of Newfoundland
	Improve engagement processes and communications
	Expand on the Plan to build a more comprehensive system of protected areas for the province
	Manage reserves to benefit nature and support people, and update the WER Act to reflect this
	What WERAC Heard
	Protected Areas Planning in NL
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14

