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NAME OF UNDERTAKING: 
 
Trout River – River Dredging 
DECCM#:  17-MCW-20-00028 

 
PROPONENT: 
 
(i) Name of Corporate Body:  Town of Trout River 
 
 
(ii) Address: P.O. Box 89 
   Trout River, NL 
   A0K 5P0 
 
 
(iii)  Chief Executive Officer:  
 
 Name: Horace Crocker 
 Official Title:  Mayor 
 Address: P.O. Box 89 
  Trout River, NL 
  A0K 5P0 
 Telephone No:  (709) 451-5376 
 Email Address:  townclerk@townoftroutriver.com 
 
 
(iv) Principal Contact Person for purposes of environmental assessment: 
 
 Name: Steve Osmond, P.Eng. 
 Official Title:  Project Engineer 
 Address: Suite 103, 3 Union Street 
  Corner Brook, NL 
  A2H 5M7 
 Telephone No: (709) 634-9944 ext. 215 
 Email Address:  andersoneng.sosmond@nfld.net 
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THE UNDERTAKING: 
 
(i) Name of the Undertaking: Trout River – River Dredging 
 
(ii)  Purpose/Rationale/Need for the Undertaking: 

Over time, sediment deposition has resulted in a reduced river depth near the mouth of 
Trout River. The area of interest is approximately 450 meters long, extending from the 
Riverside Drive Bridge to the government wharf at the mouth of the river. Several 
residential and commercial buildings, as well as recreational and fishing facilities exist 
along the river banks in this location. 

Increased sediment deposition could potentially increase flood risk, jeopardizing 
facilities within the floodplain. Removal of the accumulated sediment deposit may serve 
as a mitigation measure for flood management. 

Dredging/excavation would also continue to maintain this lower section as navigable for 
the watercraft that utilize the waterway for launching and docking vessels.  

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE UNDERTAKING: 

The following describes the undertaking including geographical location physical 
features, construction, operation, occupations and Issued for Tender (IFT) drawing 
package. 

(i) Geographical Location: 

The proposed site for this undertaking is approximately 450 meters of the lower section 
of Trout River. This section of the river extends from the Riverside Drive Bridge to the 
government wharf near the mouth of the river. The site is accessible by Main Street 
which runs adjacent to the east side of the river and by a large sand bar/outcrop running 
adjacent to the west side of the river (via Riverside Drive). 
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Figure 1: Google Earth Image - Trout River Town Overview 
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Figure 2: Google Earth Image - Trout River Project Area 
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(ii) Physical Features: 

The undertaking does not entail the construction or modification of any new or existing 
infrastructure. The only physical feature affected by the undertaking is increasing the 
depth of Trout River via dredging/excavating of accumulated sediment. 

Two roads run adjacent to the project location; Riverside Drive (west of project site), 
and Main Street (east of project site). A single-lane, wooden deck vehicle bridge exists 
at the bottom of Riverside Drive where it meets Main Street. There is a wooden utility 
pole line running adjacent to the east side of Main Street. A line branches off and 
crosses the river to Riverside Drive where it continues up the west side of Riverside 
Drive. Some dwellings exist along both roads on either side of the river in the project 
area; most are located on the side of the road that is opposite the river. At the north end 
of the river within the project location, there are several small personal wharves (finger 
piers, slipways), sheds, as well as a large government marginal wharf and commercial 
fishery facility. 

The size of the area affected by this undertaking is the aforementioned section of Trout 
River that is approximately 450 meters long by 40 meters wide. The estimated volume 
of material to be removed from the project site is approximately 5000 cubic meters 

which is to be placed on land adjacent to the river. It should be placed in this location for 
a minimum of 24 hours to allow the material to dry.  Once the dredged material has 
dried, it will be deposited to the local landfill or other location as approved by the Town. 

The physical environment of the project site is primarily the lower end of Trout River 
with dredging/excavation taking place on the river bed. Trout River is a scheduled 
salmon river and is also open to the gulf of St. Lawrence, therefore, the vicinity of 
project area is suitable habitat for marine life and vegetation residing in brackish, salt, or 
fresh water such as fish, birds, and kelp. Mainly grasses exist along the river banks in 
the project area with little trees. 

(iii) Construction: 

The construction duration of this project is approximately 21 days. The proposed date of 
first physical, on-site, construction related activity is April 15, 2021 and work will be 
completed prior to May 15. However, the proposed date is now considered as earliest 
possible upon project approval. Potential sources of pollutants include hydrocarbons 
from heavy equipment such as excavators, silt and sediment from the disturbed river 
bed, and exhaust from heavy equipment. Excavation will be conducted by an 
appropriately sized excavator equipped with a long-reach boom, operating from land. 
Planned excavated sediment will be tested to confirm no hazardous materials requiring 
special disposal or treatment will be encountered.  From current information including 
dredging activities at the government wharf north of the project site, there is no reason 
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to expect any such material but testing of soil samples will be conducted to verify this 
prior to the start of construction.  Soil sampling results will be forwarded to the 
Environmental Assessment Division once received. 

(iv) Operation: 

The undertaking is not considered to be an operation beyond the construction activity of 
dredging/excavating the riverbed. The objective is to provide a deeper channel by 
removing deposited sediment which has accumulated over time. There are no apparent 
potential sources of pollutants beyond construction activities. 

(v) Occupations: 

The estimated number of personnel required for dredging activities for the project 
duration is approximately 10 workers. The assumed/approximate personnel breakdown 
is: 

Heavy Equipment Operators:  4 
Flagpersons:  2 
Surveyors:  1 
Labourers:  1 
Supervisors/Inspectors:  2 

The construction activities of this project are to be carried out by a contractor 
accompanied by an inspector. The contractor should be an equal opportunity employer. 

(vi) Project Related Documents 

See Appendix A “IFT Drawing Package”. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE UNDERTAKING: 

This undertaking has been requested, and thus approved, by the client, Town of Trout 
River. The project has been approved for financing by the Department of Environment, 
Climate Change, and Municipalities through the Municipal Capital Works Program. 

 

SCHEDULE: 

The earliest date on-site project construction could commence is October 31, 2020. The 
latest date for beginning of construction is April 15, 2021 due to contractor availability 
and winter construction/mobilization challenges.  The intent is to tender as soon as 
possible with actual construction commencing after approved by the Minister. 
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