
APPENDIX Z  

Key/Representative Birds and Wildlife Habitat Analysis 

 





DRAFT FOR CLIENT REVIEW 
JOYCE LAKE DIRECT SHIPPING IRON ORE PROJECT: 
VC TEMPLATE 

June 25, 2013  1 

APPENDIX Z 

The following provides context to the assignment of primary, secondary and tertiary habitat 

classifications for birds, wildlife, and species at risk (SAR)/species of conservation concern 

(SOCC) in relation to the availability of ELC habitat types found in the Project Regional Study 

Area (RSA). For the purpose of this assessment, the following was used to define primary, 

secondary and tertiary habitats: 

 Primary habitat provides adequate quantity of species requirements of forage, breeding, 

and protection;  

 Secondary habitat provides one or more of the species requirements (i.e., forage, 

breeding, and protection) or marginal amounts of all; and 

 Tertiary habitat is considered marginal habitat providing a minimal quantity for species 

requirements. Habitats not considered to be primary or secondary habitat for a particular 

species are by default listed as tertiary.  

Species characteristic of the region were selected, with an emphasis on those that are of social 

and economic importance or of conservation concern. ELC habitat types in the Study Area were 

identified as primary, secondary, and tertiary based on those species requirements (Table B-1, 

Table B-2).      

Key or Representative Species of Birds and Other Wildlife 

George River Caribou Herd 

Approximately 34,000 km2 of the George River Caribou Herd (GRCH) range occurs within the 

boreal forest, dominated by black spruce, white spruce and larch with a “continuous lichen 

carpet” (Schmelzer and Otto 2003).The summer ranges of the GRCH are typically shrub tundra, 

with minor components of sedge meadow, spruce tree stands, krummolz spruce and dwarf birch 

(Manseau et al. 1996). Calving ground of the GRCH includes the tundra of the Labrador 

Peninsula South of the Torngat Mountains (Bergerud et al. 2008). Female caribou use shrub 

tundra open habitats during the summer to avoid predators and insects, and may be joined by 

males during periods of intense insect activity (Bergerud and Luttich 2003).  Primary Habitat for 

George River Caribou Herd in the Project Regional Study Area (RSA) includes flat bog, forested 

bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp; open spruce moss forest/closed 

spruce moss forest; and shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest. Secondary habitats are 

riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen; moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly 

weathered rock barren. Tertiary habitats for George River Caribou Herd are water; human 

disturbance; and post fire burn/regeneration. 

Black Bear 

Black bear forage in various habitat types such as meadows, berry-dominated fields, and bogs 

depending on the time of year (Pelton 1999). Dens are often constructed using existing 



blowdown or other coarse woody debris as the main structure, but crevices in rock formations 

are also used (Dennis et al. 1996). Black bear prefer areas with dense understory vegetation 

and spend the majority of their time in coniferous and deciduous forests, wetlands, and areas 

remote from humans (Pelton 1999). Primary habitat for black bear in the RSA includes flat bog, 

forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp; open spruce moss 

forest/closed spruce moss forest; and shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest. Secondary 

habitats are riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen; and post fire burn/regeneration. 

Tertiary habitats for black bear are water; human disturbance; moderately weathered rock 

barren, and slightly weathered rock barren.  

Canada Lynx 

During winter, lynx select complex multistory mature coniferous stands providing prey (i.e., 

snowshoe hare (Lepus americanus)) and cover, while summer and denning habitat selection 

also include some younger forests with complex multistory (Moen et al. 2008, Squires et al. 

2010, Simons-Legaard et al. 2013). Primary habitat for lynx in the RSA includes flat bog, 

forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp and open spruce moss 

forest/closed spruce moss forest. Secondary habitats are shrub lichen barren and open lichen 

forest and post fire burn/regeneration. Tertiary habitats for lynx are water; riparian fen, northern 

ribbed fen, horizontal fen; human disturbance; moderately weathered rock barren, and slightly 

weathered rock barren. 

American Marten 

American marten require structural complexity of multistory mature coniferous forest (Smith and 

Schaefer 2002, Payer and Harrison 2003, Goose et al. 2005, Hearn et al. 2010). Forest 

structure complexity provides prey (such as red-backed voles (s.n.)) habitats, denning sites, 

thermoregulation, subnivean habitats, and protection from predators (Andruskiw et al. 2008, 

Godbout and Ouellet 2010, McLaren et al. 2013). Primary habitat for American marten in the 

RSA includes open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest. Secondary habitats are flat 

bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp and shrub lichen 

barren and open lichen forest. Tertiary habitats for American marten are water; riparian fen, 

northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen; human disturbance; post fire burn/regeneration; moderately 

weathered rock barren, and slightly weathered rock barren.  

American Beaver 

Beaver select habitat with availability preferred forage which consists of aquatic vegetation, 

particularly water lilies, and ericaceous shrubs in summer and alder (Alnus spp.) and birch 

(Betula spp.), followed by aspen and other hardwoods in winter (Northcott 1971). Beavers are 

closely associated with streams, ponds and lakes which provide escape cover and den sites 

such as lodges or bank burrows (Allen 1983). Primary habitat for beaver in the RSA includes 

water and flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp. There 

are no secondary habitats for beaver in the study area. Tertiary habitats for beaver are riparian 

fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen; open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; 



shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest; human disturbance; post fire burn/regeneration as 

they may provide foraging; moderately weathered rock barren, and slightly weathered rock 

barren. 

Southern Red-backed Vole 

Red-backed voles are associated with mature, moist forests (Simon et al. 1998). These mature 

forests provide forage (such as herbaceous vegetation, insects coniferous seeds, lichens, and 

fungi; Merritt and Merritt 1978) and downed woody debris as cover and breeding habitats 

(Fauteux et al. 2013). Primary habitat for Red-backed voles in the RSA includes flat bog, 

forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp and open spruce moss 

forest/closed spruce moss forest. Secondary habitats are shrub lichen barren and open lichen 

forest. Tertiary habitats for Red-backed voles are water; riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, 

horizontal fen; human disturbance; post fire burn/regeneration; moderately weathered rock 

barren, and slightly weathered rock barren.  

Canada Goose  

Canada Goose is a migratory species that breeds in Labrador during the summer. Nesting 

habitats include lakes, ponds, marshes, muskegs, and wet hummocky areas with water nearby 

(Mowbray et al. 2002). Areas of open water provide resting and feeding habitat. Nests are often 

situated on small islands in pools in fens and bogs. They then move to brooding habitats which 

are generally wet, gradual banks of streams, ponds, rivers, and grassy meadows, aquatic 

ponds, and mud barrens for foraging and cover (Mowbray et al. 2002). Geese graze primarily on 

grasses and sedges (Mowbray et al. 2002).  Primary habitat for Canada Goose in the RSA 

includes flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp. 

Secondary habitats are water and riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen. Tertiary 

habitats for Canada Goose are open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; shrub 

lichen barren and open lichen forest; human disturbance; post fire burn/regeneration; 

moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock barren. 

Spruce Grouse  

Spruce Grouse are found in coniferous stands as they feed primarily on coniferous needles, but 

also buds from shrubs and forbs, fungi, small anthropods, terrestrial snails, and grit (Boag and 

Schroeder 1992). Spruce Grouse appear to prefer young successional stands that are relatively 

dense especially at middle story which provides cover during foraging, roosting, and nesting, 

with the exception of male display sites (i.e., drumming logs) (Boag and Schroeder 1992).  

Primary habitat for Spruce Grouse in the RSA includes flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, 

shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp and open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss 

forest;. Secondary habitats are riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen; shrub lichen 

barren and open lichen forest; and post fire burn/regeneration. Tertiary habitats for Spruce 

Grouse are water, human disturbance; moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly 

weathered rock barren.   



Greater Yellowlegs  

Greater Yellowlegs is a migratory species that breeds in Labrador during the summer. They are 

associated with muskeg, wet bogs, wet bogs with small wooded islands, and coniferous forests 

with abundant clearings (Elphick and Tibbitts 1998). Nesting habitat types are frequently found 

at the base of coniferous trees near shrubby hummocks with cover and perching sites (Elphick 

and Tibbitts 1998). Greater Yellowlegs forage mainly on small aquatic and terrestrial 

invertebrates, small fish, frogs, and some seeds and berries (Elphick and Tibbitts 1998). 

Primary habitat for Greater Yellowlegs in the RSA includes flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, 

shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp. Secondary habitats are water; riparian fen, northern 

ribbed fen, horizontal fen; and open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest. Tertiary 

habitats for Spruce Grouse are shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest; human disturbance; 

post fire burn/regeneration; moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock 

barren.  

Tennessee Warbler  

Tennessee Warblers are found in deciduous, mixed, and confeirous forests among open areas 

of boreal forest containing dense cover of shrubs and/or graminoids (Rimmer and Mcfarland 

2012). The dense understory vegetation provides nesting habitat while the coniferous tree cover 

provides foraging habitat (Rimmer and Mcfarland 2012).  Primary habitat for Tennessee Warbler 

in the RSA includes flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested 

swamp. Secondary habitats are open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; and post 

fire burn/regeneration. Tertiary habitats for Tennessee Warbler are water; riparian fen, northern 

ribbed fen, horizontal fen; shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest; human disturbance; 

moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock barren. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow  

Lincoln’s Sparrow is a migratory species that breeds in Labrador during the summer. Lincoln’s 

Sparrows are mostly found in wetlands (bogs and marshes) and riparian areas with a dense 

understory for cover and nesting habitats (Ammon 1995). They forage primarily on insects in 

dense understory during the breeding season (Ammon 1995). Primary habitat for Lincoln’s 

Sparrow in the RSA includes flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, 

forested swamp. Secondary habitats are riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen. 

Tertiary habitats for Lincoln’s Sparrow are water; open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss 

forest; shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest; human disturbance; post fire 

burn/regeneration; moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock barren. 

Osprey 

Osprey is a migratory species that breeds in Labrador during the summer. Osprey feed almost 

entirely on fish found in shallow water (Poole et al. 2002). Nests are stick structures with a wide 

base in open area for protection from predators and can be found in snags, treetops, cliffs, and 

anthropogenic platforms (Poole et al. 2002). Osprey nesting and feeding habitat are spatially 



separate; consequently, no one habitat type can provide primary habitat and were not included 

in Table B-1. Secondary habitats include open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; 

shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest; flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shrub 

swamp, forested swamp; and water. Tertiary habitats for Osprey include riparian fen, northern 

ribbed fen, horizontal fen; shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest; human disturbance; post 

fire burn/regeneration; moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock barren.   

Species at Risk and Species of Conservation Concern 

Little Brown Myotis 

Little brown myotis roosts in decaying, live trees, or snags typically found in mature forest 

stands. In summer, they require suitable foraging areas and roosting sites such as south-facing 

cavity trees (Grindal 1999). There is limited information on bat distribution and biology in 

Labrador. The known maternal colonies in Labrador occur in buildings as natural maternal 

colonies are currently unknown (Broders et al. 2013). There is current no known hibernacula in 

Labrador (Broders et al. 2013). There is no primary habitat for little brown myotis in the RSA. 

Secondary habitats are open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; human 

disturbance; post fire burn/regeneration; moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly 

weathered rock barren. Tertiary habitats for little brown myotis are water; riparian fen, northern 

ribbed fen, horizontal fen; flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested 

swamp; and shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest. 

Least Weasel 

The habitat of least weasel is closely tied to that of mouse and vole species as small mammals 

are a primary prey (Banfield 1974). The burrows of prey are often taken over and used by least 

weasel (Banfield 1974). A wide variety of habitats that include fields, meadows, riverbanks, 

parklands, mixed forests, and tundra may be used by the least weasel (Banfield 1974). Primary 

habitat for least weasel in the RSA includes flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, 

shurb swamp, forested swamp; open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; and shrub 

lichen barren and open lichen forest; and post fire burn/regeneration. Secondary habitats are 

riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen. Tertiary habitats for least weasel are water; 

human disturbance; moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock barren.  

 Pygmy Shrew 

The pygmy shrew is found in a wide variety of habitat types in both coniferous and deciduous 

forest and wetlands, especially in grassy meadows and shrubby edges of bog and wet 

meadows (Banfield 1974). Leaf litter is important for this species for foraging for insects and 

other invertebrates, and decaying small mammals (Banfield 1974).  Pygmy shrews make use of 

tunnels of other small mammals which providing cover (Banfield 1974). Primary habitat for 

pygmy shrew in the RSA includes open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; and 

shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest. Secondary habitats are flat bog, forested bog, 

forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp. Tertiary habitats for pygmy shrew are 



water; riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen; human disturbance; post fire 

burn/regeneration; moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock barren.  

White-winged Scoter  

White-winged Scoter migrates through the area and while overwintering along the coast of 

Newfoundland from western breeding grounds, thus will only discuss migration and foraging 

areas. During migration, White-winged Scoters are associated with inland freshwater habitats 

such as large lakes and rivers (Brown and Fredrickson 1997). They forage on aquatic and 

marine mollusks, crustaceans and insects with occasional plants and fish (Brown and 

Fredrickson 1997). Primary habitat for White-winged Scoter in the RSA includes water. 

Secondary habitats include riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen. Tertiary habitats for 

White-winged Scoter are flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested 

swamp; open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; and shrub lichen barren and open 

lichen forest; human disturbance; post fire burn/regeneration; moderately weathered rock 

barren; and slightly weathered rock barren.  

American Kestrel  

American Kestrel is a migratory species that breeds in Labrador during the summer. American 

Kestrels are found in open to semi-open areas with short vegetation and sparse trees 

(Smallwood and Bird 2002).  American Kestrels nest in tree cavities near edge habitats and in 

open areas (Smallwood and Bird 2002). They forage on mainly insect and other invertebrates 

as well as some small mammals and birds from perches (Smallwood and Bird 2002). Primary 

habitat for American Kestrel in the RSA includes flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, 

shurb swamp, forested swamp; open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; shrub 

lichen barren and open lichen forest; and post fire burn/regeneration. There are no secondary 

habitats for American Kestrel. Tertiary habitats for American Kestrel are water; riparian fen, 

northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen; human disturbance; moderately weathered rock barren; and 

slightly weathered rock barren. 

Lesser Yellowlegs  

Lesser Yellowlegs is a migratory species that may breed in Labrador during the summer. Lesser 

Yellowlegs finds breeding habitat in the open forest and forest/tundra transition habitats which 

include open woodlands, meadows and muskegs in the boreal ecosystem (Tibbitts and Moskoff 

2014). They nest on dry ground of mossy hummocks near downed branches/logs under dense 

shrubs or small trees (Tibbitts and Moskoff 2014) Lesser Yellowlegs forage on a variety of 

aquatic and terrestrial invertebrates with occasional small fish and seeds while actively foraging 

in shallow freshwater lakes and shore edges (Tibbitts and Moskoff 2014). Primary habitat for 

Lesser Yellowlegs in the RSA includes riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen and flat 

bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp. Secondary habitats 

include water and open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest. Tertiary habitats for 

Lesser Yellowlegs are shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest; human disturbance; post fire 

burn/regeneration; moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock barren. 



Short-eared Owl  

Short-eared Owl is a migratory species that breeds in Labrador during the summer. Short-eared 

Owls are associated with open areas such as meadows, marshes, bogs, and open woodland 

(Wiggins et al. 2006). They nest directly on the ground on dry sites (Wiggins et al. 2006). They 

prey on small mammals while flying low over open areas (Wiggins et al. 2006). Primary habitat 

for Short-eared Owl in the RSA includes fen and flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, 

shurb swamp, forested swamp. Secondary habitats include riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, 

horizontal fen; open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; shrub lichen barren and 

open lichen forest; moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock barren. 

Tertiary habitats for Short-eared Owl are water; human disturbance; and post fire 

burn/regeneration.  

Common Nighthawk  

Common Nighthawk is a migratory species that breeds in Labrador during the summer. 

Common Nighthawk nest directly on the ground in coastal sand dunes and beaches, logged or 

slash/burned areas of forest, woodland clearings, prairies and plains, sagebrush and grassland 

habitat, open forests, rock outcrops, and flat gravel rooftops (Brigham et al. 2011).They are 

crepuscular, foraging almost entirely on flying insects during flight over 1 m from water or over 

80m of the forest canopy (Brigham et al. 2011). Primary habitat for Common Nighthawk in the 

RSA includes shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest; human disturbance; and post fire 

burn/regeneration. Secondary habitats include flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, 

shurb swamp, forested swamp. Tertiary habitats for Common Nighthawk are water; riparian fen, 

northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen; open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; 

moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock barren.  

Olive-sided Flycatcher  

Olive-sided Flycatcher is a migratory species that breeds in Labrador during the summer. Olive-

sided Flycatchers are associated with edge habitats of coniferous forest and meadow or ponds, 

open forests, and disturbed areas such as burns (Altman and Sallabanks 2012). They nest in 

trees near horizontal tip with overhanging branch as cover (Altman and Sallabanks 2012). Olive-

sided Flycatchers are known to forage almost entirely on flying insects from atop of tree and 

snags (Altman and Sallabanks 2012). Primary habitat for Olive-sided Flycatcher in the RSA 

includes open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; shrub lichen barren and open 

lichen forest; and post fire burn/regeneration. Secondary habitats include flat bog, forested bog, 

forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp. Tertiary habitats for Olive-sided 

Flycatcher are water; riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen; human disturbance; 

moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock barren.  

Golden-crowned Kinglet  

Golden-crowned Kinglet is a resident species and is most associated with remote boreal old-

growth spruce-fir and subalpine forests, preferring dense forests during the breeding season 



(Swanson et al. 2012).  It may also be found in deciduous forests, and peat bogs with conifers 

and lower densities within logged or burned areas.  Golden-crowned Kinglet nests in tops of 

coniferous trees near the trunk that offer cover (Swanson et al. 2012). They forage primarily on 

insects found in branches, tips, and bark of coniferous trees (Swanson et al. 2012). Primary 

habitat for Golden-crowned Kinglet in the RSA includes flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, 

shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp; open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; 

and shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest. There are no secondary habitats in the RSA for 

Golden-crowned Kinglet. Tertiary habitats for Golden-crowned Kinglet are water; riparian fen, 

northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen; human disturbance; post fire burn/regeneration; moderately 

weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock barren.   

Gray-cheeked Thrush  

Gray-cheeked Thrush is a migratory species that breeds in Labrador during the summer. They 

are typically found in mature coniferous forests (Lowther et al. 2001). Gray-cheeked Thrush 

prefers to nest in dense shrubs understory of coniferous stands with a closed canopies (Lowther 

et al. 2001). Areas of krummholz vegetation associated with alpine areas can provide suitable 

nesting habitat.  They forage on insects while on the ground (Lowther et al. 2001). Primary 

habitat for Gray-cheeked Thrush in the RSA includes flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, 

shrubland, shurb swamp, forested swamp and open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss 

forest. There are no secondary habitats in the RSA for Golden-crowned Kinglet. Tertiary 

habitats for Gray-cheeked Thrush are water; riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen; 

shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest; human disturbance; post fire burn/regeneration; 

moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly weathered rock barren.  

Nashville Warbler  

Nashville Warbler is a migratory species that breeds in Labrador during the summer. At 

northerly latitudes, the Nashville Warbler is associated with coniferous stands of tamarack (Larix 

laricina) and spruce (Picea spp.) that are adjacent to bogs with Labrador Tea (Lowther and 

Williams 2011). They nest at habitat edges on the ground in well concealed locations under 

shrubs, thickets, or small trees in depressions of moss (Lowther and Williams 2011). This 

warbler forages on insects in tree branches (Lowther and Williams 2011). Primary habitat for 

Nashville Warbler in the RSA includes flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb 

swamp, forested swamp; open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest; and post fire 

burn/regeneration. There are no secondary habitats in the RSA for Golden-crowned Kinglet. 

Tertiary habitats for Nashville Warbler are water; riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal 

fen; shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest; human disturbance; moderately weathered rock 

barren; and slightly weathered rock barren.   

 

 

Rusty Blackbird  



Rusty Blackbird is a migratory species that breeds in Labrador during the summer. Rusty 

Blackbird are associated with wet coniferous forests, often found in fens, alder-willow bogs, 

muskegs, beaver ponds, and riparian areas (Avery 2013). They nest in dense trees and shrubs 

near water (Avery 2013). Rusty Blackbird forages primarily on insects and plants on the ground, 

particularly along pond, stream, and wetlands edges (Avery 2013). Primary habitat for Gray-

cheeked Thrush in the RSA includes flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb 

swamp, forested swamp and open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest. There are no 

secondary habitats in the RSA for Golden-crowned Kinglet. Tertiary habitats for Gray-cheeked 

Thrush are water; riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen; shrub lichen barren and open 

lichen forest; human disturbance; post fire burn/regeneration; moderately weathered rock 

barren; and slightly weathered rock barren.  

Spring Peeper 

Breeding habitat for spring peeper is widely varied as this species seems to breed almost 

anywhere that there is water present, although characteristically they are found to breed in 

temporary woodland ponds (Skelly 1996).  For hibernation during the colder months this species 

seeks shelter under logs and loose bark. Past observations in Labrador included marsh areas 

(Bergman 1999). Primary habitat for spring peeper in the RSA includes riparian fen, northern 

ribbed fen, horizontal fen and flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shurb swamp, 

forested swamp. Secondary habitats include water and open spruce moss forest/closed spruce 

moss forest. Tertiary habitats for spring peeper are shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest; 

human disturbance; post fire burn/regeneration; moderately weathered rock barren; and slightly 

weathered rock barren.   
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Table B-1 ELC Habitats for Key or Representative Birds and Wildlife Species in the RSA 

ELC Habitat 
Caribou (George 

River Herd) 

Black 

Bear 

Canada 

Lynx 

American 

Marten 

American 

Beaver 

Red-backed 

Vole 

Canada 

Goose 

Spruce 

Grouse 

Greater 

Yellowlegs 

Tennessee 

Warbler 

Lincoln’s 

Sparrow 

water tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary primary tertiary secondary tertiary secondary tertiary tertiary 

riparian fen, northern ribbed fen, horizontal fen secondary secondary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary secondary secondary secondary tertiary secondary 

flat bog, forested bog, forested fen, shrubland, shrub 

swamp, forested swamp 
primary primary primary secondary primary primary primary primary primary primary primary 

open spruce moss forest/closed spruce moss forest primary primary primary primary tertiary primary tertiary primary secondary secondary tertiary 

shrub lichen barren and open lichen forest primary primary secondary secondary tertiary secondary tertiary secondary tertiary tertiary tertiary 

human disturbance tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary 

post fire burn/regeneration tertiary secondary secondary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary secondary tertiary secondary tertiary 

moderately weathered rock barren secondary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary 

slightly weathered rock barren secondary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary 

 

  



Table B-2 ELC Habitats for Species at Risk / Species of Conservation Concern in the RSA 

ELC Habitat 

Little 

Brown 

Myotis 

Least 

Weasel 

Pygmy 

Shrew 

White-

winged 

Scoter 

American 

Kestrel 

Lesser 

Yellowlegs 

Short-eared 

Owl 

Common 

Nighthawk 

Olive-sided 

Flycatcher 

Golden-

crowned 

Kinglet 

Gray-

cheeked 

Thrush 

Nashville 

Warbler 

Rusty 

Blackbird 

Spring 

Peeper 

water 
tertiary tertiary tertiary primary tertiary secondary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary secondary 

riparian fen, 

northern ribbed fen, 

horizontal fen 

tertiary secondary tertiary secondary tertiary primary secondary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary primary 

flat bog, forested 

bog, forested fen, 

shrubland, shrub 

swamp, forested 

swamp 

tertiary primary secondary tertiary primary  primary primary secondary  secondary  primary  primary  primary  primary  primary 

open spruce moss 
forest/closed 
spruce moss forest 

secondary primary primary tertiary primary secondary secondary tertiary primary  primary primary  primary  primary  secondary 

shrub lichen barren 
and open lichen 
forest 

tertiary primary primary  tertiary primary  tertiary secondary primary  primary  primary  tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary 

human disturbance secondary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary primary  tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary 

post fire burn 

/regeneration 
secondary primary tertiary tertiary primary tertiary tertiary primary primary tertiary secondary primary tertiary tertiary 

moderately 

weathered rock 

barren 

secondary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary secondary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary 

slightly weathered 

rock barren 
secondary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary secondary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary tertiary 
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