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Introduction 1 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose & Planning Period 
The Trinity Municipal Plan is Council's comprehensive policy document for the management 
of growth and development within the municipal planning area over the ten year period from 
2012 to 2022. The Plan repeals and replaces the Town of Trinity Municipal Plan 1993-2003. 

The Plan sets out policies for the management of development in the community. Through 
the Plan, Council aims to protect the historic character and built form of Trinity's townscape, 
promote the health and safety of residents, support the local economy and protect the 
environment through the efficient utilization of land, water and other resources. 

The Municipal Plan sets the vision, goals and objectives for community development and 
includes written policies and the Future Land Use Map. Development Regulations 
implement Town policies through specific 
standards and requirements that ensure land is 
controlled and managed in accordance with the 
Plan. 

1.2 Planning Area 
The map to the right shows the Municipal and 
Planning Area boundaries for the Town of Trinity. 
The Town exercises control over development in 
the Planning Area which extends beyond the 
political/taxed Municipal Boundary to include the 
Town's drinking water supply at Indian Pond and 
adjacent rural areas. 

El Trinity rylunicii2a1 Planning An 	 Trinity IYIJilicipal 6o..lidary 
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1.3 Plan Preparation & Public Consultation Process 
The current Trinity Municipal Plan and Development Regulations were prepared by the 
Urban and Rural Planning Division, Department of Municipal and Provincial Affairs, and 
approved in 1993. This Municipal Plan reflects a 2011 review of the 1993 Plan, subsequent 
amendments and other relevant planning documents. 

The Trinity Municipal Plan review process was undertaken in accordance with the Urban 
and Rural Planning Act, 2000. Relevant planning issues have been reviewed including a 
review of current land use, demographic and economic data. The Municipal Plan takes into 
consideration, and incorporates where appropriate, the recommendations set out in the 
Collaborative Integrated Community Sustainability Plan for the Towns of Trinity, Port 
Rexton, Trinity Bay North, Little Catalina and Elliston (2010). 

The residents of Trinity were also consulted and given the opportunity to provide feedback 
to the Plan review process. On March 10, 2011, a public meeting was held in Trinity at the 
Lester Garland House. An additional public meeting was held in St. John's on June 2nd  to 
accommodate Trinity property owners whose primary residence is in the St. John's area. 
Meeting notices were emailed, printed and distributed to residents and property owners that 
included information about the Plan review process. The public meeting in Trinity was 
advertised in the Telegram. An online survey available from May 17 - June 30, 2011 was 
created to gather input from residents and property owners about their municipal planning 
interests and concerns. The survey was advertised and distributed via the Town's email list. 
Public input was incorporated into the analysis of land use and development issues and 
formulation of Plan policy. A summary report is included in Appendix C. 

The consultation process also included contact with various government agencies and other 
relevant organizations. 

1.4 Approval Process 
When the Municipal Plan is formally adopted by resolution of Council under Section 16 (1) of 
the Urban and Rural Planning Act, 2000, Council gives notice of a public hearing on the 
Municipal Plan. At the public hearing the Commissioner appointed by the Council will hear 
objections and representations, and will then write a report to Council together with copies of 
all submissions taken at the hearing. 
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After the Commissioner's report has been submitted, Council considers the 
recommendations and may approve the Plan, or approve it with changes recommended by 
the Commissioner. Council then submits the Municipal Plan and accompanying 
Development Regulations to the Minister of Municipal Affairs to be registered in a planning 
registry established in the Department. The Plan comes into effect on the date notice of its 
registration is published in the Newfoundland Gazette. 

When the Municipal Plan comes into effect it is binding upon Council and upon all other 
persons, corporations and organizations. 

1.5 Implementing the Plan 
When a Municipal Plan comes into effect, Council is required to prepare regulations for the 
control of the use of land in the form of Development Regulations. These regulations are 
prepared and approved at the same time as the Municipal Plan, and like the Plan, may be 
amended at any time to include new land uses and specific regulations to guide 
development within the Planning Area. 

Day-to-day administration of the Municipal Plan and Development Regulations will be 
conducted by staff members authorized by Council, to issue permits for developments 
approved by Council. Staff also make recommendations to Council on matters pertaining to 
development in accordance with the Municipal Plan and enforce the regulations. 

1.6 Reviewing and Amending the Plan 
Under the Urban and Rural Planning Act, 2000 Council must review the Plan every five 
years from the date on which it comes into effect, and if necessary, revise it to reflect 
changes in the community that can be foreseen during the next 10-year period. The Plan 
may be amended as necessary prior to the five-year review in response to new 
development proposals, changed policies, or community priorities. Such amendments must 
follow the process outlined in Sections 14 to 24 of the Urban and Rural Planning Act, 2000. 

1,7 Interpretation 
In this Municipal Plan: 
"Council" shall mean the Council of the Town of Trinity. 
"Development Regulations" shall mean the Trinity Land Use Zoning, Subdivision and 
Advertisement Regulations. 
"Municipal Planning Area" shall mean the Trinity Municipal Planning Area. 
"the Plan" shall mean the Trinity Municipal Plan 



"Town" shall mean the Town of Trinity. 

"Historic character" refers to the development pattern, architectural and outdoor features 
established in Trinity prior to confederation, particularly the built form that emerged during 
the 19' century at the height of Trinity's development. 

The boundaries between the different land uses designated in the Municipal Plan are meant 
to be general, except in the case of roads or other prominent physical features where they 
are intended to define the exact limits of each category of land use. 

1.8 Reference to Place Names 
Place names appearing on the Future Land Use Map and referred to in the text are those 
appearing on the National Topographic Series 2C/6 map. Appendix D includes an exerpt 
from The Story of Trinity, by Dr. Gordon Handcock, 1997, that provides a description of 
place names including any locally used names that are interchangeable with those shown 
on the map. Policies of the Plan that refer to specific places shall be interpreted to mean 
those places as they are shown on the Future Land Use Map. 
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2. PLANNING CONTEXT 
2.1 Historical Context 
The Town of Trinity is one of the most notable 
heritage communities in the province of 
Newfoundland and Labrador today due to the 
significance of the community to the province's 
history and the remarkable preservation of much of 
its historic character. 

The history of Trinity is steeped in its attachment to 
the fishery. Its location on a small peninsula 
surrounded by the Northwest and Southwest arms of 
Trinity Harbour made it a major focus of the West of 
England-Newfoundland fishery in the eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries. First used by migratory 
fishing ships during the 1500s, by 1615 Trinity was a 
regular port of call for West Country fishermen. By the 
early 1700s, Poole merchants had relocated their 
fishing and trading premises from the south side of 
Trinity Bay to Trinity, and as a result Trinity became 
not only a fishing port, but a centre of trade for 
fishermen throughout Trinity Bay and beyond. So 
significant was this trade that a Trinity planter, 
Benjamin Lester, became the largest property-owner 
in Newfoundland and a principal merchant of Poole, 
England. 

By 1800, Trinity was a bustling town which provided 
employment and services for the approximately 400 
people in Trinity and the surrounding communities in 
Trinity Harbour. By 1869, the population had doubled, 

ect 
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but by this time the West Country merchants who had been responsible for much of the 
prosperity of the community were beginning to withdraw from Newfoundland. By 1947, after 
almost 250 years of continuous operation the Lester- Garland Premises as it was then 
known were closed, bringing to an end this period of the community's history. 

2.2 Historic Preservation 
The potential of Trinity's unique combination of historic 
significance, built heritage and spectacular natural setting as an 
attraction for tourists, began to emerge during the 1970s and 
80s. Much of this was due to the efforts of the Trinity Historical 
Society which formed in 1964.Through their efforts they have 
created a preservation ethic in the community that has helped 
ensure a cultural landscape with a high proportion of heritage 
buildings, structures, features and streetscapes. The provincial 
government has invested significantly in restoration of several of 
the Town's historic buildings, including the 
three provincial historic sites - the Trinity 
Visitor Centre, Hiscock House, the Lester 
Garland Mercantile Premises — and in the 
Lester-Garland House, Trinity Museum, 
Green Family Forge and the Cooperage 
owned by the Trinity Historical Society. 
There are 13 registered heritage 
structures, including the Trinity Loop 
Railway located near Goose Cove. A mid-
1700s merchant vessel sunk in the 
shallow waters of Trinity Harbour off Fort 
Point is also a provincial historic site. 
Other underwater historic resources are 
also located in waters near the Dock 
Marina Restaurant and former 
Government Wharf site. 

In 1969, the community of Trinity was 
incorporated as a municipality. By the 
mid-1980s the Town had a Municipal Plan 
prepared that designated the area of 
Trinity containing the largest 
concentration of heritage properties as an 
Historic Area and established building 
controls and regulations. The plan was 
reviewed in 1993 with few changes, but in 
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2006, a significant amendment was made to expand the Historic (now called Heritage) Area 
to include all the area south to Hog's Nose and the area west of Gun Hill to Tabins Point 
including Rider's Hill. A new Heritage Area Designation and Land Use Zone were 
established. In 2007, a Guide for Construction or Renovation in the Heritage Area was 
developed to provide specific direction for renovation of existing structures as well as 
requirements for new construction in the Heritage Area. 

The significance of the efforts of the community, the Trinity Historical Society and the Town 
Council cannot be underestimated. While the provincial, regional and local economies 
stagnated during the 1970s and 80s, the community held fast to the value of protecting their 
built and natural heritage. The results of their efforts are summed up in the description of the 
Trinity Heritage Area in the Canadian Registry of Historic Places: 

`The Trinity Heritage Area has historic value as visible evidence of the development of a 
distinctive, coastal settlement which emerged in the early 19th century as one of the chief 
communities in Trinity Bay. The historic role of major merchant firms in the community's 
economy and evolution, and its consequent relative prosperity are reflected in the number of 
substantial dwellings, commercial buildings, public buildings, and the scale and fine 
Ecclesiastical Gothic Revival architecture of St. Paul's Anglican Church. These grander 
buildings are interspersed amongst vernacular wooden dwellings and outbuildings, with fish 
stages and slipways at the shoreline. The concentration of the Heritage Area and density of 
the buildings towards the shoreline, with Gun 
Hill and Rider's Hill forming natural boundaries, 
underscores the role of the landscape in the 
development of the town, as well as Trinity's 
relationship with the sea and its historic status 
as a centre of overseas trade. 

The massing, scale, forms and styles of the 
buildings and structures in the oceanside 
landscape of the Trinity Heritage Area 
collectively contribute to its aesthetic value, 
exhibiting 19th and early 20th century styles. 
Steep gable roof dwellings clad in narrow 
siding with little ornamentation are preponderant, creating a sense of cohesion which is 
punctuated by less common saltbox, mansard, gambrel, hipped and low pitch roof forms. 
Dwellings are generally one-and-a-half to two-and-a-half storeys tall and smaller in scale 
than the historically prominent institutional and commercial buildings so that the latter 
buildings retain their original visual prominence and landmark status in the townscape. 

In addition to the impressive collection of historic buildings situated between Gun Hill and 
Trinity's harbour and coves, and its ocean views, the historic network of roads and lanes 
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contributes to the cultural landscape value of the Trinity Heritage Area. Trinity was one of 
the first communities in Newfoundland to implement formal road design. Beginning in 1835, 
a road board set to work improving the existing paths to create a system of main roads and 
lanes which still exists, along with the names given to them during that period. This lends an 
orderly nature to the layout of streets, and subsequently to the organization of lots, fences 
and buildings, that makes Trinity rather exceptional amongst historic communities in 
Newfoundland and Labrador". 

The administration of planning controls in the Heritage Area has proven challenging for 
successive councils since first implemented. In recent years, as property values have 
increased in Trinity and there is greater interest in investment in heritage renovations and 
new construction, properties providing spectacular views of the ocean are on the market in 

locations where no buildings have 
previously existed. The Town is 
becoming increasingly concerned 
about where and how new 
development takes place, and its 
impact on Trinity's historical 
character. New policies and 
regulations are needed that clearly 
set out the desired outcomes and 
expectations for new development 
and reduce uncertainty for 
developers and the municipal 
administration in their interpretation. 

Tourism and Economic Development 
Today, the efforts to preserve the history, architecture and natural landscape of Trinity have 
paid off. The Town is now a primary destination area for visitors to the province. As a result, 
businesses catering to the tourism industry - accommodations, food services, craft shops, 
art galleries and theater and tour companies - have opened. The successful Rising Tide 
Theatre Company has contributed to a revitalized local economy, an extended tourism 
season, and interest in heritage property investment. Investment in heritage preservation 
also supports contracting companies who have developed specific expertise in heritage 
renovations and products. Increased tourism marketing efforts and a generally improved 
provincial economy have also contributed to the success of the tourism industry at Trinity 
with increased numbers of visitors each year. The success at Trinity has also spilled over 
into other areas of the Bonavista Peninsula leading to creative regional tourism 
partnerships, packages and promotion. 
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9The fishery, despite its decline in economic importance in Trinity, is still a generator of 
employment for some residents of the Town and surrounding communities and there is one 
aquaculture site in Cap Cove. 

2.4 Population 
Despite the activity associated with the tourism industry, the population of Trinity has 
continued to decline. In 2001, the population of Trinity was 240 people. Five years later that 
number fell by 20.4% to 191. This trend, so common to rural areas throughout the province 
can be attributed to a lack of year round stable employment, reduced opportunities in the 
traditional resource industries like the fishing and forestry, and the lure of high-paying jobs in 
urban centres of the province and elsewhere. This trend tends to leave towns with an 
increasingly high proportion of older residents. In Trinity, there is also a growing seasonal 
population as non-residents purchase, renovate and occupy or rent homes as a second 
residence during the summer months. 

2.5 Areas outside the Heritage Area 
Outside the designated Heritage Area, land use consists primarily of low density rural 
residential and commercial uses along Route 239 and the main road leading into Trinity. A 
gas station/convenience store, the Trinity Cabins, the fire station and a medical office are 
located along the road into Trinity. At the Town's northern end at the intersection of Route 
230 and 239 known as Lockston, there are several houses, most of which are only used 
seasonally. To the south, in the community of Goose 
Cove, homes on larger properties are spread out along 
the highway overlooking the picturesque Cove. 

To the west of Goose Cove, the Trinity Loop, 
recognized as a Registered Heritage Structure in 
February 1988 and subsequently developed into an 
amusement park, complete with paved street and water 
and wastewater services, stands vacant. The 2km 
railway loop is significant as it is the only railway loop of 
its kind in North America. Today, the site has potential 
for new development, either for some alternative 
tourism attraction, accommodations or for other 
residential or commercial type of development. At the 
present time, the Town does not maintain the road 
leading to the Trinity Loop site. 

On the South side of Trinity Harbour on a narrow spit of 
land is an area known as Admirals or Fort Point, 
established in 1748 by the British in order to protect the 
mercantile assets in Trinity. Destroyed by the French in 
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1762 it was rebuilt in 1812 and in 1871 became a Light House Station. The area between 
Dunfield to Fort Point is within the Municipality of Trinity. The area includes the remains of 
the former community of Maggoty Cove, and while there are no longer any buildings left, 
there are a number of private properties and a road to the lighthouse from Dunfield. In 2011, 
the Town took over responsibility for the road but at the present time has no plans to 
upgrade or maintain it for year round use. 

With an increase in property values in the Trinity Heritage Area and surrounding 
communities, the Town is experiencing some pressure to permit development along the 
road to Fort Point. At the same time, the Town is concerned that should development be 
permitted, that it not result in any financial burden on the Town and that development in the 
area be consistent with the visual appearance of historic Trinity. 

2.6 Natural Environment 
The community of Trinity and surrounding area is located within the Maritimes Barrens 
Ecoregion where fir stands are predominant in sheltered areas changing to heath vegetation 
common in more exposed coastal areas. Ridges and headlands form a visually striking 
landscape and attractive setting for the community. Many species of mammals found 
throughout the province are common here such as moose, beaver, black bear and mink. 
Migratory birds such as the sandpiper, greater yellow legs, horned lark, Canada goose, 
American black duck, green-winged teal, woodpecker, as well as many migratory song and 
shore birds are present. In the marine environment, marine mammals such as seals and 
whales are present, as well as many species of marine birds. 

2.7 Climate Change Vulnerability 
As a coastal community, Trinity is vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Climate 
change will result in more frequent and intense storm events and rising sea levels that can 
lead to coastal and riverbank erosion, flooding and damages from storm surges. Low lying 
coastal areas, marine and municipal infrastructure such as wharves, roads, water and sewer 
infrastructure are all vulnerable to the effects of climate change. In 2010, Hurricane Igor (a 
50 to 100 year storm event) caused considerable damage on the entire Bonavista 
Peninsula, and while the damages were not as severe in Trinity relative to other 
communities, the effects of the storm resulted in damage to coastal infrastructure, roads and 
private properties. Since then, property owners have taken steps to prevent further damages 
such as placing armor stone along the shoreline. 

2.8 Municipal Services 
2.8.1 Water and Sewer 
Trinity is fortunate to have a reliable source of potable water. Almost every household is 
connected to the municipal water system. The Town operates a chlorination system for 
water from Indian Pond and its surrounding protected watershed. The system yields quality 
water and residents are satisfied with the water quality. The system is however, designed 
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supply demand to cover the peak tourism season which results in excess water pressure at 
other times of the year. 

The oldest, historic area of the town (Lower Trinity) has a piped sewer system which 
services every household. Remaining homes in the community have individual septic tanks. 
Like the water system, excess capacity in the sewer system combined with low flows during 
the winter have resulted in problems with the system that require annual expenditures to 
correct. A study has been completed to determine the precise cause of the problem and a 
long term solution is scheduled to be implemented in the near future. At the present time the 
Town's servicing priorities are the upgrading and maintenance of the existing system. 

2.8.2 Roads 
Local roads in Trinity are the responsibility 
of the Town. Route 230 and 239 are 
provincial highways and the responsibility 
of the Department of Transportation and 
Works. The Town carries out annual 
repairs and in recent years has funded 
street upgrading with its allotment of funds 
from the gas tax agreement. 

Trinity is a very walkable community, along 
quiet streets and over traditional footpaths 
and trails. As pressure for new 
development increases in Trinity, it will be 
important to establish policies for the 
protection of these traditional footpaths as 
an integral component of Trinity's historic 
townscape. 

2.8.3 Waste Removal 
Trinity is part of the Regional Waste Management Committee who are in the process of 
centralizing the collection, transport and disposal of municipal wastes in the region. 

2.8.4 Public Buildings and Facilities 
The Town's municipal administration office has been moved several times to different 
locations in the Town, none of which provide sufficient and adequate space for Council 
business. A new and dedicated Town Hall is required to house the administration and 
Council chambers. The Town is presently exploring options for constructing a new building 
in the Heritage Area to be constructed in a manner that would demonstrate the Town's 
leadership and commitment to sensitive and appropriate development in the heritage area 
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3. VISION AND PLANNING GOALS 

3.1 Community Vision Statement 

As a Town with a rich and colourful history, we delight in our past 
while looking to a future where Trinity continues to be a place of 
charm and tranquility. People come to our Town to live, visit and 
explore. We share with visitors our pride in our traditions, built 
heritage and natural surroundings. We attract new year round 
residents by ensuring a clean and healthy environment, quality 
municipal services and amenities, good governance and 
opportunities for business investment. 
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31 Community-Wide Goals 
The Town will pursue the following community-wide goals: 

3.2.1 Protect community culture and heritage 
Protecting, preserving and presenting our heritage is essential to our future sustainability. 
Our historic buildings, streetscapes, scenic vistas, natural landscapes, stories and 
characters, attract visitors, business, new residents and create employment and investment. 

3.2.2 Improve community health and well-being 
Communities that are safe, attractive, walkable, and have a range of services, activities and 
amenities — in essence offer a high quality of life - are able to retain and attract new families. 

3.2.3 Encourage and increase business investment 
Providing opportunities for business investment will create jobs and help retain and attract 
young people to our Town. Ensuring that land is available for commerce and industry is key 
to the Town's long term sustainability. 

3.2.4 Promote practices of environmental stewardship 
Protecting the natural resources of Trinity including land, coastal and freshwater resources, 
ensures clean drinking water, space for recreation and habitat for fish, flora and wildlife. 

3.2.5 Invest wisely to ensure high quality of municipal services 
Maintaining municipal infrastructure and providing a high level of municipal services is a 
priority of Council. We will carefully manage municipal infrastructure assets, balancing 
investment to extend municipal water and sewer services with the need for ongoing 
maintenance to ensure high quality of potable water, safe streets, waste disposal and 
recreation facilities. 

3,2.6 Demonstrate leadership in regional cooperation 
As a Town, we will work with our neighbouring communities on the Bonavista Peninsula to 
pursue regional economic and tourism development objective and solve common municipal 
issues such as waste management and emergency services. 
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4. COMMUNITY-WIDE POLICIES 
4.1 Objectives 
The Town will pursue the following land use objectives in order to achieve its community-
wide goals: 

• Manage growth and development in a manner that respects, protects and enhances 
the historic townscape fabric, built heritage and cultural landscape of the community 
for its aesthetic, cultural, social and economic value. 

• Ensure that development occurs in an efficient, environmentally safe and responsible 
manner. 

• Provide opportunities for home based businesses, and for the continuation of 
existing uses. 

4.2 Policies 
The following policies shall apply to development throughout the Trinity Planning Area: 

Policy G-1 	Visual impact of development 
It shall be a policy of Council to consider the visual impact of new development. Council may 
require an assessment of the visual impact of a development including its visibility from 
public roads, trails or vistas, residential areas or tourist establishments, the waters of Trinity 
Bight, and the designated Heritage Area. Council may also require site development plans, 
buildings or proposed activities to be altered to reduce visibility and visual impact during 
construction and use. The costs of conducting a visual assessment shall be the 
responsibility of the developer. 

Policy G-2 	Protection of public access to shorelines 
The shorelines of Trinity Harbour, Cap Cove, Fisher Cove, and the Southwest Arm are 
valued community assets. Maintaining an open and accessible shoreline shall be a priority 
for the Town. In considering proposals for development adjacent to the coast or freshwater 
body shorelines, Council will require that existing public access points to shoreline areas are 
retained. Developments that enhance public access and recreational usage of shoreline 
areas are encouraged. 
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Policy G-3 	Development in hazardous areas 
Council shall prohibit development on lands that are not suitable for development such as 
areas of steep slopes, on unstable soils or rock outcrops, along shoreline areas and streams 
susceptible to erosion or flooding. Council will require residential development to be set 
back from the coastline, and from streams and wetlands to reduce the risk of damage due to 
erosion, storm surges and flooding. In developed areas that are vulnerable to natural 
hazards, or in undeveloped areas, where backfilling is proposed, or where there may be 
potential for flooding, erosion or other hazard to occur, Council may require detailed 
engineering studies to evaluate the suitability of land for development. 

Over the planning period, Council will endeavour to carry out a study to assess the 
vulnerability of the community to the impacts of climate change and identify measures to 
reduce risks associated with rising sea levels and increased severe storm events. 

Policy G-4 	Protection of community trails 
New development in Trinity must take into account and 
provide for the continuation of traditional footpaths, right 
of ways, and trail networks in the community. In 
considering applications for development, or the use of a 
public right of way for access to private property, Council 
will ensure that pedestrian pathways remain open and 
accessible as a condition of approval. New development 
may be required to provide a separation buffer between a 
proposed development and existing trail or pathway. 

Over the planning period, it shall be a policy of Council to formally identify and map all 
traditional footpaths, right of ways and community trails which shall be protected when 
assessing future proposals for development. 

Policy G-5 	Waterways, waterbodies and wetlands 
The Town recognizes the natural and recreational value of rivers, streams, wetlands, and 
ponds. It shall be a policy of Council to protect the quality of local streams, rivers and 
wetlands by ensuring that all necessary Federal and Provincial approvals for development, 
including appropriate building setback requirements, have been obtained prior to issuing 
approvals or permits for development near these sensitive areas. 

Policy G-6 	Protection of archaeological resources 
Council will consult with the Provincial Archaeology Office, Department of Tourism, Culture 
and Recreation, before undertaking major municipal infrastructure projects, or considering 
applications for development that are proposed to occur on land where archaeological 
resources are known to exist or in areas that have not been disturbed by previous 
development. 
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Policy G-13 Signs 
Signs and advertisements erected in the town shall be of high quality and located and 
constructed in a safe manner in accordance with Town standards. 
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Policy G-7 	Protecting underwater historic resources 
Over the Planning Period, it is Council's intention to approach the Department of Tourism, 
Culture and Recreation to request development of a policy for the protection of the 
underwater historic resources in Trinity Harbour under the Historic Resources Act. 

Policy G-8 	Development agreements 
The Town may require agreements for new developments involving residential, commercial, 
industrial or resource developments, and for the subdivision of land. Such an agreement will 
be negotiated between the developer and the Town, and include conditions for development 
and for financing of any services provided to the site which shall be constructed to municipal 
standards and consistent with the policies of this Plan and the Development Regulations. 

Policy G-9 	Frontage on a publicly maintained street 
With the exception of new development in the Heritage Area designation, any property 
proposed for development including lots created through subdivision of land, will be required 
to have direct frontage and access onto a publicly maintained road, or frontage on a new 
road that is constructed to Town standards under the terms of a Development Agreement. 

Policy G-10 Home occupations 
It is Council's intent to foster the growth of small businesses as home occupations in a 
manner compatible with surrounding land uses. Businesses in the form of home occupations 
may be considered in any residential dwelling in any land use designation. Business uses 
that consist only of an office in a dwelling will be a permitted use. Businesses operating as 
home occupations shall not be highly visible, generate traffic, noise, odours or create any 
potential hazards, by virtue of the nature of the business, to surrounding properties. 

Policy G-11 Non-conforming uses 
In accordance with the Section 108 of the Urban and Rural Planning Act, 2000, Council shall 
recognize that any development or land use that legally exists on the day this Plan comes 
into effect, may continue. Where a building or use exists which does not comply with the 
intent of the Plan, it shall not be substantially expanded. Minor extensions may be approved, 
and a change from one non-conforming use to a more acceptable use may be permitted. 

Policy G-12 Public utilities 
The location and placement of utilities, including telecommunications structures may be 
permitted throughout the Planning Area. Council will consider the visual impact of such 
utilities and may require appropriate screening and buffering or other measures to minimize 
any negative visual or other impacts. 



Protected Water Supply 
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5. MANAGING LAND USE 

5.1 Land Use Designations 
The Municipal Plan identifies and designates lands within the Planning Area into the 
following broad land use categories or designations which are shown on the Future Land 
Use Maps 1 and 2 in Appendix B. They include: 

Land Use Designations 
Mixed Development 
Heritage 
Open Space 
Rural 



Where any land proposed for development appears to be within two or more land use 
designations, Council may interpret the Future Land Use Map, consider the goals, 
objectives and policies of this Plan, and determine the development to be wholly contained 
within one land use designation, without amendment to the Future Land Use Map. 

5.2 Heritage Area 	 . . ........---% \ Lands in Lower Trinity from Tabins Point south 
to Hog's Nose and including Gun Hill/Rider's 	Ir■"'"i 	 N....m...1 

are designated Heritage on the Future Land 
 

Use Map. Within this area there is an 	 \  
. 	, interesting mix of homes, businesses, public, 	\ 	 ,---- 

I
-; \ -) 	\_,R, 

marine and open spaces constructed around 	 \ 	 ( 	' 	\L 
the original street pattern. The Plan also 	 r- Ly 
includes an area along the road from Dunfield 	 \` 

	
.AN _ 

to Fort Point in the Heritage Area Land Use  \,., 
. ,,,,,,, 

designation, for its importance to the history 	 ......•0•11" 	\ 
and cultural landscape of Trinity. 	 •••••" 	r- , 	/ . 	:_-, •,, 

5.2.1 Heritage Area Objectives 
The following objectives will guide development in the Heritage Area: 

• To preserve and enhance the historic townscape of Trinity 
• To preserve the historical integrity of the built heritage of Trinity 
• To encourage new development that is sensitive in scale, design and placement to 

the fabric of the historic townscape; 
• 

51.2 Heritage Area Policies 
The following policies apply to development in the Heritage Area land use designation: 

Policy H-1 	Land use mix - Lower Trinity 
It is Council's intention to encourage the fine-grained and complementary mix of uses within 
the Heritage Area in Lower Trinity. In this area, single and double dwellings, bed and 
breakfast establishments, cemeteries, childcare, conservation, medical, professional and 
personal services, offices, parks, playgrounds and walking trails are permitted. 

Other residential uses such as apartments, homes for special care, commercial uses such 
as restaurants, bars, clubs and lodges, inns, artist's studios, craft and other shops may also 
be considered. Cultural and civic uses such as town offices, libraries, museums, art 
galleries, and uses where people assemble such as community halls, theatres, indoor or 
outdoor markets, and churches are also considered acceptable. Along the coastline 
consideration may be given to wharves, docks, marinas, fishing sheds and stages and 
marine related industrial uses. However, hazardous or general industry uses that create 
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noise, fumes and/or hazardous air-borne fibres will not be permitted in the Heritage Area. 
Mobile or prefabricated buildings and large parking lots shall also be prohibited. 

More than one use may be permitted in a building or on the same premises, such as shops 
or artist's studios attached to dwellings, dwelling units above shops, and other mixes of 
residential and non-residential uses. 

Uses that are accessory to a permitted use will be acceptable except where, in the opinion 
of Council, the use would be incompatible with uses on adjoining properties. 

Policy H -2 	Seasonal residential development - Fort Point 
Notwithstanding Policy H-1, development in the Heritage Area along the road between 
Dunfield and Fort Point shall be limited to seasonal residences, recreational trails and 
conservation, presentation and interpretation of the Trinity Lighthouse and other historical 
and archaeological sites at Fort Point. Seasonal residences permitted in this area shall be 
consistent with the size, scale, form, and character of residences in the Trinity Heritage Area 
and with residential dwellings that previously existed in the area at Maggoty Cove. Here, a 
lack of piped services will require wells and septic systems and hence larger lot sizes and 
separation between buildings, the standards for which shall be set out in the Development 
Regulations. 

Policy H -3 	Evaluation of development proposals 
It shall be the intention of Council to protect and enhance the town's unique sense of place 
and ensure that all new development is consistent with current style, size, scale and form of 
development in the town, with special consideration given to the designated Heritage Area. 
Within the Heritage Area, proposals for new development or alterations to existing buildings 
and structures shall be reviewed for consistency with, and impact upon, those features that 
contribute to the historic townscape appearance of the Trinity Heritage Area. These include: 

• the coastal setting, including coastal headlands and views from the water; 
• prominent natural landscape features, including Gun Hill and Rider's Hill; 
• the mixture of buildings and related features and structures, including houses, 

outbuildings, fences, churches, cemeteries, stages, wharves and slipways; 
• the mixture of vernacular buildings with those of more formal architectural styles; 
• the preponderance of 19th and early 20th century building forms and styles, amongst 

which steep gabled roofs are most numerous and other forms such as mansard, hip 
and low pitch roofed structures are notable; 

• the presence, scale and visibility of prominent buildings, including the Parish Hall, 
churches, and former courthouse building, from public roads; 

• the compatible scale of buildings and structures; 
• the massing of buildings and structures in relation to each other; 
• the preponderance of traditionally constructed fence types; and 
• the historic street pattern. 
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Proposals for development that are not consistent with, or contribute to, the historic 
townscape character and features of the Heritage Area shall not be permitted. 

Policy H-4 	Building design 
Development that includes new buildings, building additions, exterior alterations, accessory 
buildings, or fences within the Heritage Area must be compatible with the historic building 
form, scale, height, setbacks and architectural features that are unique to Trinity, the 
standards and requirements for which shall be set out in the Development Regulations. 
Aspects of design to be regulated include colour, siding materials, windows, doors, roofs, 
size, scale and massing. 

Where a building is in significant non-conformity to the requirements of the Heritage Area 
Use Zone, renovations and extensions similar in character to the original building may be 
permitted after consultation with the Heritage Advisory Committee and the approval of 
Council. 

Policy H-5 	Demolitions 
Any demolition of a building, structure or fence within the Heritage Area designation shall 
receive the prior written approval of Council. 

Policy H-6 	Accessory buildings 
Accessory buildings are subject to the design controls established in the Development 
Regulations. Accessory buildings that are accessory to dwellings and tourist 
accommodation uses, must be smaller (in size and height) than the principal buildings and 
complement the design of these buildings. The conversion of any accessory buildings for 
uses other than that for which they were intended, will require review and consideration by 
Council, and where considered acceptable, will be required to meet the standards for 
development for the use that is being proposed. 

Policy H-7 	Vehicle access and parking 
Parking lots in the Heritage Area shall not be of a size or located in a manner that will be 
detrimental to the area's historic appearance and atmosphere. Shared use of parking lots 
will be encouraged. Suitable vacant land in the Heritage Area may be used for parking 
provided it is done in a manner that does not detract from the area's aesthetic or residential 
quality. 

Policy H-8 	Back lot development 
Development of a parcel of land in the Heritage Area that does not front directly onto a 
publicly maintained street, may be considered if the property has historically been 
developed, can be accessed by a right of way accessible to emergency service vehicles, 
and can be connected to the Town's piped water and sewer system. 
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Policy H -9 	Streets in the Heritage Area 
All roads in the Heritage Area land use designation shall not 
be realigned, increased in size, or otherwise altered except 
where no other measures are available to protect public 
safety. 

Policy H -10 Gun Hill/Rider Hill Special Policy Area 
It shall be a policy of council to prohibit development in the 
area identified on the Future Land Use Map as the Gun Hill/ 
Rider Hill Special Policy Area, except for the development of 
public trails, or other public trail-related amenities. 

    

Policy H -11 Fort Point Lighthouse 
It shall be a policy of Council to ensure that the 
archaeological resources, the historic lighthouse and 
landscape features of Fort Point are protected, interpreted 
and presented as an important piece of the history of Trinity. 
Council shall support the endeavours of the Trinity Historical 
Society to develop and promote the site as a historic site. 

Policy H -12 Fort Point Road 
The road to Fort Point is not currently a publicly maintained 
road. With the exception of keeping the road to an acceptable condition to permit vehicular 
access to Fort Point Lighthouse on a seasonal basis should the site become developed as a 
tourism attraction, it is Council's intention that the road to Fort Point shall not be significantly 
upgraded or publicly maintained, for year round usage. Furthermore, it shall be a policy of 
Council that municipal piped water or sewer to service development that may be permitted 
in the area will not be provided. 

Where, in the opinion of Council, upgrading of the road or provision of piped water and 
sewer services becomes necessary for purposes of improving conditions required by 
seasonal residential development, it shall be a policy of Council to apply a service levy to 
properties that front on or have access to the road that benefit from the required upgrading, 
in accordance with provisions for service levies established in the Development Regulations. 

Policy H -13 Heritage buildings and sites 
Buildings and sites may be designated by the Town, the Provincial Government or the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Heritage Foundation as heritage buildings and sites. 
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Policy H-14 Heritage Advisory Committee 
Council may establish and appoint a Heritage Advisory Committee to review proposals for 
development in the Heritage Area, to advise Council in such matters and to promote public 
interest in heritage preservation. 

5.3 Mixed Development Land Use 
The Mixed Development land use designation 
applies generally to lands between Route 239 and 
the Trinity Heritage Area and reflects the mixed 
use pattern of development that has emerged 
over time. It includes the area around the 
community of Goose Cove, the commercial 
development at the intersection of Route 239 and 
the Main Road into Lower Trinity including Trinity 
Cabins, the Trinity Fire Hall and Medical clinic. 
Lands at the intersection of Route 239 and the 
Bonavista Highway at Lockston are also included 
in the Mixed Development designation. 

5.3.1 Mixed Development Objective 
• To encourage infill development along existing streets; 
• To provide for the continuation of a mix of land uses that contribute to the quality and 

vitality of the Town; 
• To ensure a high quality of residential development. 

5.3.2 Mixed Development Policies 
Policy M-1 Mixed Land Use 
Within the Mixed Development Land Use designation, residential development in the form of 
single dwellings is the predominant land use. Other forms of residential development such 
as double dwellings and apartments will also be permitted. Other permitted uses include 
childcare, bed and breakfasts, parks and playgrounds. Uses such as accommodations for 
seniors such as nursing homes or other forms of assisted living facilities, general, personal, 
professional and medical service uses, cultural and civic uses, clubs and lodges, funeral 
homes, indoor and outdoor markets, cemeteries, offices, stores, service stations and 
general garages, restaurants and bars, tourist accommodations, industrial uses, agriculture, 
churches, schools, public building and general and light industry uses may be permitted at 
the discretion of Council. Fishing and marine-related uses may be permitted along the 
coastline. Telecommunications facilities may also be considered. 
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Policy M -2 	Design and aesthetics 
The Town shall encourage development located outside the designated heritage area to be 
constructed in a manner that is consistent with the historic form, scale and architectural 
features unique to Trinity. Council shall ensure that development for all uses conforms to a 
high standard of building design, appearance and landscaping. 

Policy M -3 	Compatibility of uses 
Non-residential uses in the Mixed Development designation shall not create a nuisance or 
hazard to adjoining residential properties and may be required to provide a buffer in the form 
of a fence, a separation distance, or other means prescribed by Council. 

Policy M -4 	Commercial and industrial development 
Adequate off street parking and loading space must be provided for commercial and 
industrial uses as no on-street parking of commercial vehicles will be permitted. Parking lots 
or yards will be adequately separated from adjoining residential uses, and areas for outdoor 
storage will be required to be located in rear or sideyards appropriately contained and 
screened. 

Policy M-5 	Agriculture uses 
The keeping of livestock in association with a residential use shall be limited to that which, 
according Council, has traditionally taken place in the rural areas of Trinity. 

Policy M -6 	Residential development 
Where it may be proposed, residential subdivision development will only be considered for 
approval as part of a development agreement with a layout approved by Council. The 
developer shall be responsible for the cost of development, including all road, water and 
wastewater servicing constructed to standards established by the Town. 

Policy M -7 	Groundwater protection 
Because most households located in the area designated Mixed Development rely on 
private septic systems and groundwater as a source of drinking water, it is important to 
ensure that septic systems function properly and groundwater sources are protected. 
Private septic systems shall be properly designed, installed and maintained. 

Unserviced subdivision development will be required to assess groundwater quantity and 
quality in accordance with the Provincial Department of Environment and Conservation 
Groundwater Supply Assessment and Reporting Guidelines for Subdivisions Serviced by 
Individual Private Wells, 2009. 
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5,4 Open Space Land Use 
The Open Space land use designation includes 
three areas that are important to the cultural 
landscape of Trinity. These include the area of 
Rider Hill, public open space and the open bog 
area between Clinch's Lane and the church in the 
centre of the Heritage Area, and two wooded 
areas on Fort Point. 

5.4.1 Open Space Objective 
• To preserve as natural open space areas 

of land that are important to the cultural 
landscape of Trinity; 

• To provide lands for community gathering 
and recreation. 

5,4.2 Open Space Policies' 
The following policies apply to lands in the Open Space Land Use designation. 

Policy OS-1 Open Space uses 
Within the Open Space land use designation, lands 
are identified that shall be conserved in their natural 
state or used for outdoor recreation. 

Policy OS-2 Public open space 
The open space area that includes the Town park 
shall continue to be used as a centre for community 
events, outdoor recreation, festivals and events. 
Recreational, cultural or civic facilities may also be 
considered for development in this area. 

Policy OS-3 Conservation 
Lands designated for open space at Fort Point, and 
Rider Hill are intended to be left in their natural 
state. 



5.5 Rural Land Use 
Lands outside the built up area of the community to 
the west of Route 239, coastline areas and land to 
the south of the road to Fort Point are designated 
Rural. The lands include forests, streams, ponds and 
beaches that provide wildlife habitat, sources of 
wood for domestic cutting, aggregate pits and 
quarries, and opportunities for outdoor recreation 
along established trails, woods roads and abandoned 
railway lines. The Trinity Loop Heritage Railway site 
is also included in this land use designation. 

5.5.1 Rural Land Use Objective 
• To permit existing natural resource lands and associated uses to continue and to 

preserve land for future resource use within the town's Planning Area. 
• To provide for future redevelopment of the Trinity Loop Heritage Railway. 
• To protect established trails and rights of way for access to resource lands and 

recreation. 

5.5.2 Rural Land Use Policies 
Policy RU-1 Rural uses 
Within the Rural land use designation, rural resource uses such as agriculture, forestry, 
conservation and recreation uses such as parks and trails will be permitted. Recreational 
uses associated with the tourism industry such as Tourism trailer parks may also be 
considered. Other uses, such as cemeteries, outdoor assembly uses, outdoor markets, 
general industry, light industry, telecommunications and antennae, aggregate resource 
extraction, mineral exploration, and in coastal areas, marine industrial uses such as 
wharves, fish processing plants, infrastructure associated with aquaculture operations, and 
marine services, may also be considered. 

Policy RU-2 Development potential in the Trinity Loop area 
It shall be the policy of Council to encourage redevelopment of the Trinity Loop Property for 
re-use as a commercial tourism attraction, or as a private residential development that could 
include a mix of residential and commercial uses. Proposals for redevelopment will be 
required to integrate, retain and preserve the Trinity Loop historic structure into the site 
development plan, provide for public park areas and ensure public access to the Trinity 
Loop, from within the development and the continuation of the railway right of way off the 
site. Development will also be required to provide an adequate water system capable of 
providing a sustainable supply of potable water for proposed uses, as well as an appropriate 
wastewater management system designed so as not to result in future demands on the 
municipality for piped servicing to the site. 
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In considering development proposals for the site, Council shall also consider necessary 
upgrading of the public road to the site and may require as part of the conditions of 
approval, that the street be upgraded at the developer's expense, to acceptable standards. 

Policy RU-3 Pits and quarries 
Mineral exploration and aggregate extraction activities will be required to obtain a permit or 
licence from the Mineral Lands Division of the Department of Natural Resources and comply 
with all conditions for development, operation, decommissioning and rehabilitation. 
Extractive resource activities and land uses in this designation shall be screened from public 
roads, residential areas, parks, trails, and if appropriate, from other rural uses, where 
possible, by leaving existing tree cover in place. 

Policy RU-4 Agriculture 
Agricultural uses are encouraged in the Rural land use designation. Livestock wastes and 
land management shall be carried out in accordance with agricultural best practices so as 
not to cause any nuisance or environmental impacts to adjoining properties. Intensive 
livestock operations will be subject to a development agreement with the Town. 
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, 	, Policy W-1 	Water supply protection 	 -----) c--,,,,-  -1ks)   ! 
The Indian Pond Protected Public Water Supply 
area is designated as a Protected Public Water Supply Area. Within this land use 	

:. 

designation, Council shall prohibit any development, except for that which is directly related 
to the functioning of the water supply system. 

Policy W-2 Water supply protection awareness 
It shall be the intention of Council to create awareness of the Town's water supply and the 
need to protect it. Council will consider awareness strategies, including but not limited to 
posting of signs at various points along the boundary of the Protected Water Supply Area. In 
consultation with the Department of Environment and Conservation, Council will provide 
information to the public on the quality of community drinking water on an ongoing basis. 
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5.6 Water Supply Protection 
The Town's source of potable water is Indian 
Pond and the Indian Pond watershed is a 
Protected Public Water Supply under the Water 
Resources Protection Act. 

5.6.1 Drinking Water Protection Objective 
• To ensure that Trinity has an adequate 

supply of safe, high quality potable water. 



6. MUNICIPAL SERVICES INFRASTRUCTURE 
The provision of municipal infrastructure such as streets, sidewalks, water treatment and 
distribution systems, sewers and sewage treatment facilities, and waste collection and 
disposal are the primary responsibilities of municipal government. This infrastructure 
supports growth and development of the community and contributes to community safety, 
health and well-being. 

6.1 Municipal Services Infrastructure Objectives 
• To ensure safe and efficient movement of traffic on local roads and highways; 
• Maintain the traditional appearance and pattern of streets and streetscapes in the 

Heritage Area; 
• Manage investment in municipal infrastructure to ensure a well maintained and 

efficient level of services. 

6.2 Municipal Services Infrastructure Policies 

6.2.1 Streets 
Policy MS-1 Local road standards and function 
Council shall adopt road design standards specified in the Development Regulations 
implementing this plan. All new road development shall conform to these standards. It is 
Council's intention to ensure the safety of vehicles, pedestrians, and cyclist through regular 
maintenance and upgrading of Town streets as part of the municipal capital works 
programming. 

After installation of water and sewer services it is intended that all residential roads are to be 
upgraded and paved, prioritized by need. In the Heritage Area any road upgrading shall 
conform with policies and regulations concerning maintenance and appearance of traditional 
road rights-of-way. 

Policy MS-2 Street right of ways 
All development, including but not limited to buildings, fences, sheds, and parking lots, shall 
be set back from the right of way of a road far enough to provide an adequate level of public 
safety and space for snow clearing and maintenance. Specific consideration is given to 
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development in the Heritage Area to allow smaller setbacks consistent with the historic 
development pattern. Building line setbacks along the Provincial Bonavista Highway and 
Route 239 shall be specified in the Development Regulations. 

6.2.2 Municipal Buildings and Facilities 
Policy MS-3 Town Hall 
It shall be a policy of Council to enter into discussions with the Government of 
Newfoundland and Labrador to identify a suitable location for construction of a new Town 
Hall. Consideration will also be given to preparing a redevelopment plan for the public park 
in the Heritage Area which could incorporate a plan for a new Town Hall. 

Policy MS-4 Public lands at the Fire Hall 
Over the planning period, Council will review the future of lands surrounding the Fire Hall 
and may, pending such review, improve the area as a public park or make some of the 
property available for residential or commercial development, consistent with the policies of 
the Mixed Development Land Use designation. 

Policy MS-5 Public boat launch 
The Town will continue to pursue the development of a public boat launch for the 
community. 

6.2.3 Water and wastewater 
Policy MS-6 Drinking water distribution system 
Council will monitor the capacity and supply of water in the 
Protected Water Supply Area of Indian Pond and evaluate 
proposals for new development to ensure that the system has 
sufficient capacity and water pressures to service the 
development. 

Policy MS-7 Wastewater system policies 
Council shall ensure that the Town's wastewater treatment 
facilities process wastewater in accordance with Provincial 
Department of Environment and Conservation standards; 
Council will continue to work with engineering professionals to 
improve the wastewater disposal and the ongoing issue with 
freezing in the outflow pipe during the winter months. 

Policy MS-8 Waste reduction measures 
The Town will continue to participate in provincial waste management strategies. To 
minimize costs of transporting and disposing garbage, Council will undertake initiatives to 
reduce household garbage encouraging residents and businesses to compost and recycle. 
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7. IMPLEMENTATION 
The Town of Trinity Municipal Plan serves as the blueprint for the community's future 
development. It is critical that the plan is put into action through a strategic implementation 
program. 

The Town's role in implementation is to help guide and shape growth through private 
investment and in effect, implement the Municipal Plan in a cooperative framework with the 
private sector. Municipal services, regulations, and expenditures are a means to encourage 
or discourage the extent and form of new development. 

Successful implementation of the Plan involves: 
• effective administration of the Plan; 
• the adoption of annual municipal capital works budgets; 
• adoption of land use zoning, subdivision and advertisement regulations; 
• preparation and adoption of development schemes; 
• preparation and implementation of recommended studies; and 
• a consistent procedure for considering amendments to the Plan. 

7.1 Administration of the Municipal Plan 
The Municipal Plan must serve as a continuing reference and guide to Council and its 
officials in order to achieve the goals, objectives, policies, and programs which it contains. 

Where possible, land use designations coincide with roads, fences or property lines or other 
prominent physical features, or as a specified offset from physical features. It is intended 
that no amendment of this Plan will be required to permit minor adjustments to these 
boundaries where it is reasonable to do so in response to a proposal for development. 

All proposed development within the Planning Area must conform to the policies of the Plan 
and Development Regulations, and be approved by Council. Council will ensure that 
development proposals are given a comprehensive review, including circulation to 
appropriate public departments and agencies. 
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Council may refuse or approve applications, with or without conditions. Decisions of Council 
made according to the provisions of this Plan and the accompanying Development 
Regulations may be appealed to the appropriate Appeal Board established under Part VI of 
the Urban and Rural Planning Act, 2000. 

7 /  Development Regulations 
To implement the goals, objectives and policies of the Municipal Plan, Council will prepare 
and adopt Development Regulations pursuant to Section 35 of the Urban and Rural 
Planning Act. 

All land within the municipal planning area will be covered by land use zones which provide 
detailed requirements such as lot size, frontage, building setbacks, and parking standards. 

7.2.1 Consideration for Rezonings 
In order for consideration of any proposals for an amendment to the Development 
Regulations (i.e., a rezoning), Council shall require a clear proposal to be submitted. Such a 
proposal must clearly show: 

• The location of the subject property, to scale, showing lot dimensions, area, street 
frontages; 

• The means by which the site is/will be serviced; 
• The proposed location of all driveways and parking areas; 
• Areas which are to be landscaped and/or buffered; and 
• The proposed location of all buildings on the site. 

7.2.2 Criteria to be considered 
In its review of proposals for amendments to the Development Regulations, Council shall 
consider all appropriate policies set out in this Plan and have regard for the following: 

• The financial ability of the Town to absorb any costs relating to the development; 
• The adequacy of municipal water and sewer services, or where on-site services are 

proposed, the adequacy of the physical site conditions to accommodate it; 
• The adequacy and proximity of schools, recreation and community facilities; 
• The adequacy of the road network in, adjacent to, or leading to the development; 
• The potential for the contamination or sedimentation of watercourses or for erosion; 
• Environmental impacts such as air, water and soil pollution and noise impacts; 
• Previous uses of the site which may have caused soil or groundwater contamination; 
• Suitability of the site in terms of grades, soil and bedrock conditions, location of 

watercourses, marshes, swamps, or bogs; 
• Compatibility of the development in terms of height, scale, lot coverage and bulk with 

adjacent properties; and 
• That the proposal is in conformance with the intent of this Plan and with the 

requirements of all other Town by-laws and regulations. 
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7.3 Public Consultation 
Council is committed to consultation with citizens and will seek input from the public on 
planning and development matters that: 

• Require an exercise of Council discretion in arriving at a decision on a development 
application; 

• Involve significant development proposals that are of interest to the community at 
large; 

• Would require a change of Town policy, amendment to the Plan or Development 
Regulations; and 

• Would result in significant expenditures of Town resources for implementation. 

7.4 Amending and Reviewing the Municipal Plan 
Since conditions in the Town may change during the planning period, amendments to the 
Municipal Plan may be adopted by Council from time to time. Council may consider 
amendments to the Municipal Plan when: 

• There is an apparent need to change policy due to changing circumstances; 
• Studies have been undertaken which contain recommendations or policies which 

should be incorporated into the Municipal Plan; 
• A Provincial Land Use Policy has been released that requires a change in policy by 

the Town; and 
• There is a development proposal which provides sufficient information and rationale 

to support a change in the Municipal Plan. 

After five years from the date on which this Plan comes into effect, Council shall review the 
Plan and revise it if necessary. Revisions will take account of development which can be 
foreseen during the following 10 years. Amendment and review of the Plan shall be carried 
out in the same manner as this Plan was brought into effect. 

7.5 Professional Advice 
Council may obtain its own professional advice in regard to any proposed amendment to the 
Municipal Plan or Development Regulations. Council may also seek professional advice in 
regards to the evaluation of development proposals should circumstances warrant it. 

7.6 Municipal Budget and Capital Works Program 
Council shall continue to invest wisely in municipal water and sewer services including 
upgrading and maintaining the watersupply, treatment and distribution system and sewer 
services through an annual program of capital. Municipal Capital Works projects to be 
pursued over the planning period include the following: 



Municipal Capital Works Initiatives 2012-2022 

Bonavista Peninsula Towns 

Participate in Regional Joint Council 
To initiate regional shared services discussions 

- 	Fire protection 
- Emergency preparedness 

Planning advice and administration 
Waste management 

- Water system monitoring/maintenance 

Other Municipal Initiatives 2012-2022 Partner 
Coastal vulnerability Study REDB, adjoining communities 

REDB Regional Trail System upgrades — Gun Hill 
REDB, adjoining communities Document and map traditional footpaths/trails 
Trinity Historical Society Fort Point Historic Site development plan 

REDB Cruise Ship marketing 

Resolution of Sewer Outflow, Lower Trinity 

Extension to water service, Goose Cove 
Street Upgrading 
Town Hall 
Public boat launch 

Others studies and initiatives have been identified that can be pursued as resources 
become available through provincial grants or subsidies, through local and regional 
partnerships or through specific investment of Town resources. These include: 

Redevelopment, public lands at Fire Department 

Lower Trinity park improvements 

Implementation 32 
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Town of Trinity 

Municipal Plan Review Online Survey Response Summary 

The Municipal Plan Review public consultation survey was online from May 16 to June 30, 2011. 
Residents were notified primarily through the Town's email list. There were 63 responses in total. 
Below is a summary of those responses. The full survey is attached at the back of this summary 
report. Responses provided in the online survey will be considered by the land use planning 
consultants and Town Council as the Municipal Plan and Development Regulations are reviewed 

7 	and revised. 

We asked respondents to tell us a bit about themselves to help us understand the survey results. 
Twenty-three respondents own property in Trinity's heritage area, but only live there for part of the 
year or rent it out. Another 23 respondents do not live in or own property in Trinity, and five people 
skipped this question. We asked how long respondents had lived in or owned property in Trinity. 
Twenty-one years or more was the largest group, with 14 responses, followed by 6-10 years, with 
10 responses. Twenty people skipped this question and 6 people selected n/a, I do not live in 
Trinity. 

Do you live in or own property in Trinity? 

1 

I live in Trinity 
year round. in 

the Heritage Area 

of the Heritage Area 
year round. outside 

I live in Trinity 
ro
* 

I own property in Trinity's 
Heritage Area and only-

live there for par 

I own Trinity property 
outside of the Heritage-

Area and only live the 

I do not live in or own_ 
property in Trinity 

0 	5 	10 	15 	20  



Views of the 
ocean and cliffs 

Peace and quiet — 

Summertime _ 
events and plays 

Close access to natural 
wilderness areas (hiking. 

Museum heritage _ 
education and research 

Easily walkable _ 
community 

26.7% 

18 3 % 

26.7 % 

28.3 % 

What do you value most about the Town of Trinity? (choose up to 3) 

Heritage character of 
homes and other buildings 
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MOM Heritage character of _ 
settlement pattern ie g the 

31.7 '. 

36 7 . 

	

Friendly community 	 26 7 t. 

	

Other (please specify) 	5 0 

0 % 20% 	 40% 60% 	 :2 

"Other" responses included: 
• Family connections. 
• gardening 
• a balance of services such as restaurants, craft shops, pharmacy, health care services, 

historic sites, banking, theatre, and accommodation that make Trinity a destination 



1 

can 1] 

people 

nature 	 C hile Cill f e 	newfoiiiidland. look 	hISIOncalp 
Ming hnmp, 	f amIlY op events ailleseffe mikeeP Yeal go high.rianidls 

ply 
 as ---- maintain living is;;, roaming yours enjoy 	horses  time in  het /1144/1  "Ming basica:4 area  is* 	allowed small classical quiet 

set obi 
buria.uu 

spoi 

etc II .1(e watei  

good ovinquaint 	new oreSelYeL 
year-found 	hen agehismci character ieseisdents 	 e' 	 iic [innipuch 

buildings dad 	"Pauli  wan 

continued 	 vibrant 	cont* inue  adm 	 history bl h 

peaceful Iasi well wig past 29(1  buu 	mew  nnn Kix* clue 	 sheep 

haPefull)  Dow theatre 	aludia, COME 
alms 

destination 	theater . hem 

ihriviog 	mum traditional 

CNIIIM3  population lisgt 

lace rour,,Pslournr0dit 
A 

trinity 
walking 

Following are a few samples of the "vision statements" that respondents wrote for Trinity in 
response to this question: 

a lively, friendly town in good repair with a diverse population where one can enjoy; nature, 
fine dining, plays, concerts, historical events, boating, a safe environment, museums, with 
hiking and walking trails everywhere! 

a Town that has preserved and showcased its history. 

We asked respondents "How would you complete the following statement? "In 20 years, I want 
7 	 Trinity to be..." 

We had 56 thoughtful responses to this question. Many respondents expressed their desire to see 
it remain much as it is now. Heritage protection was an important element of people's vision for the 
future. Having more year-round residents and a strong diversified economy was mentioned. 
Welcoming tourists and visitors was acknowledged, but concerned was raised about the need for 
it to remain an authentic, year-round community. 

Below is a "wordle" image that represents the responses to this question; words that appear the 
largest were repeated the most frequently. 



much the same. I love everything about it- the buildings, their arrangements, the closeness 
of the sea, the quiet. I also love having theater in the summer & having more people around, 
but it's nice when they go home & it's peaceful again. 

affordable, with a healthy year-round resident population, a reliable and safe water and 
sewer system, quality infrastructure and education for young families; more diligent in its 
commitment to heritage architecture; active in protecting and promoting the historical 
significance of Trinity. 

a living and active community in which the built heritage of NL is well represented by 
restored premises that also blends in new construction which respects the historical 
architecture of the area. 

still a real living community and not a contrived heritage village. 

preserved and protected, a place to honour the past but live as a vibrant community. 

basically the same as it is now 

a place of charm and tranquility. I hope it keeps the historic character of the existing 
buildings and it's unique settlement patterns and that any new construction fits into that 
historic framework. I hope it avoids the pitfalls of contemporary architecture which may look 
fine in other settings but will look totally out of place in Trinity. I also hope that new 
construction pays more than lip service to that older tradition and that it isn't so totally 
focused on "the view." Finally, I hope that the good relationships established over the past 
years between local residents, back from aways , and come from aways continues. 

the same. Buildings should not be built if they can not fit with the historical character of the 
town. A place where people of all ages still want to come, stay and explore. 

A community that is still as beautiful and peaceful as it is today. I would like Trinity to be 
still a major tourist destination. However, I would like Trinity to be a town that younger 
people would want to take residence and raise a family. 

... tried and true and unchanged 
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Road upgrades — 	€ 5 

Water pressure 
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All Other Responses — 

What are the most pressing issues for Town Council to address? (choose up to three) 

Emergency preparedness 
(e.g in the case_ 

amenities and beautification .. 
Improving landscaping, 	 16.1 1 

Protecting views 
and sight lines 
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"Other" responses included: 
• greater reliability of safe drinking water (too many boil water advisories) and a permanent 

solution for handling sewage 
• boat launch 
• taxation base 
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Within the Heritage Area what are the most important issues that should be addressed through 
establishing or clarifying policies and development regulations? (choose up to three) 

Sheds - size. _ 
location. design  6aiegraideatee  

Secondary suites - allowing 
for rental units above 
sheds in converte 	

25.9% 

Building design specifications 
regarding size. 

shape. location and se 

Design and appropnateness 
of alternative energy 	 25 9 ', 

related equipment li 
 

Design and appropnateness _ 
of greenhouses 

Fences - height 
setback from road 

snow clearing issues 

Other (please specify) 

42,  2 

I  42 

20 °A; 	40 '. 	 L'C 	'CC 

"Other" responses included: 
• in this era of energy conservation and renewal, there should be more allowances made for 

standard or modern innovations such as skylights, solar panels, solariums, greenhouses, 
clotheslines as long as they are done tastefully and don't dominate the heritage structure 
being renovated (or built). 

• If it is not historic; do not permit it. Solar panels are not. Fences were everywhere and very 
prominent. 

• not familiar enough to comment 
• preserving traditional public access paths, existing views and sight lines 



Respondents were shown images of what Fort Point looks like today (an undeveloped natural area 
up to the lighthouse) and what it looked like in 1899 (with farms and houses). They were then 
shown photoshopped images of what it could look like if it was developed with large modern 
homes, versus smaller homes in the heritage style of Trinity. They were then asked to state their 
preference for potential future development in that area. 

What should development out to Fort Point be like? 

Heritage Character (zoned 
to apply the policies —

and regulations of th 

Modern Character (allowing 
a wider range of building 

styles and sizes 

No development (the area 
should be zoned so as to 

restrict constructi 

Other (please specify) 

E 

6 8 °. 

0 _ 	 2C 	 4C 	 EC 	 1CC 

"Other" responses included: 
• I am choosing this option so that I can rank my preferences. 
• I would prefer no development, but I think that is somewhat selfish. 
• I would tolerate a heritage character. 
• I would hate to see a modern character. It would completely ruin the feeling of the place." 
• If larger more modern homes were permitted, they should not be as visible as shown. The 

most visible properties should conform with the heritage character. 
• Area should be left undeveloped as an attraction. If developed only heritage homes 

(material included) of limited size (2000 sq. ft. or less). NO MODERN HOMES. The area is 
historical not just "trinity". 

• I prefer the Heritage Character for development as this is the area where my 'name 
removed for privacy* ancestors lived in the 1800s. Perhaps I am selfish in wishing that 
Trinity preserve it historic look. As a tourist, that look is what I want to see when I visit 
Trinity. I wish there would be something at the old lighthouse site. My grandmother, * name 
removed for privacy *, used to help out there. 

• 
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What can the Town do to improve community involvement in municipal issues? (choose 
up to three) 

Making the Municipal Plan. 
Development Regulations — 

and Heritage Area 

and regulations 
Making policies 

 32.7 
easier to understand 

 

Making development 
applications available 23.1 •...; 

to the public online 
Providing more opportunities 

	

for the public to 	 36. 
voice their opinion ab 

	

Provide more 	 17.3 
communication via email 

1111.11 

	

Update Town website 	 13.5 !,. 
more regularly 

Develop and distribute 
an electronic 

Town newsletter 

Host information sessioniopen 
house in the summer 
to update residents 

Other (please specify) 	7.7 % 

C 2C , 	 40 6C 	 EC 

"Other" responses included: 
• make council meeting minutes available on-line 
• Ensure regs are followed 
• Given that there are a lot of elderly residents who may not be familiar with electronic media 

why not have a local newspaper/bulletin so that people are aware of what is going on. 
• Fix up the Catholic cemetery, dig up old gravestones and record the data for the museum. 
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Respondents were given the opportunity at the end of the survey to enter any additional comments 
they had about growth, land use and development in the Town of Trinity that they wanted Town 
Council to consider in the Municipal Plan Review process. Below are all of these responses: 

Recently I sold my summer property in Trinity, but hope to one day again be able to spend my 
summer months there... My family roots are from the area and I consider Trinity and Trinity 
Bight area to be my home. I trust that the Municipality of Trinity will consider potential 
development and land use in and about Trinity with utmost care and caution. I would not like 
to see Trinity become "commercialized". Trinity is unique... has many desirable qualities... 
and holds claim to a fantastic historical background... one of a kind! 

Council appears to be very organized and consistent in how it deals with development while 
always maintaining the heritage value of the community. Keep up the good work!! 

Strongly feel that the heritage character of the town be maintained. A potential source a 
revenue would be increased marketing of the products made in the Forge and Cooper Shop. A 
small traditional wooden boat building shop which built one to two traditional boats per year 
and catered to the tourist sight seeing trade could be viable. Painters and other craftsmen 
could be encouraged to set up shop in Trinity. The walking trails and the "Rails to Trails" 
project could be expanded and marketed as a tourist destination which could be expanded 
into the spring and fall seasons. Heritage projects should be encouraged. All this activity 
could result in a vibrant and sustainable community. 

Have you considered implementing a tax scheme for non-resident homeowners particularly 
out-of-province non-resident homeowners that will result in them paying a premium to own 
property in Trinity and be of some benefit to the Town during the off-season i.e. most of the 
year? Also, what policies are being developed that address coastline 
access/ownership/management? 

I would love to see more small business encouraged in the town, not just B&B or rentals, but 
food places, small manufacturing or craft studios, entertainment venues during the day as 
well as early evenings. A park-like setting in the town playground area would be nice too, with 
windbreaks and tree plantings, flower beds and conversation areas with benches in small 
groupings. A few Riddle fences to create outdoor 'rooms' near the red walkway would help 
encourage informal gatherings. But really, I am very happy with the way our dear little town 
is evolving, thanks to our town leaders. 

More effort to clean up or eliminate unsightly lots (eg. defunct shipyard) and other run down 
properties (buildings, sheds, fences, etc.) 

The lighthouse area & road to it are spectacularly beautiful & could be used more by 
residents & tourists if the road were upgraded. At present it isn't accessible unless you 
have a 4-wheel drive vehicle. The signs about the history of the lighthouse that used to be 
there were interesting & informative. However, I think the area should be preserved for 
picnics, hiking, biking & boating with public access to the water, & not allowed to be 
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developed beyond that. There are lots of empty houses in the area that could be bought & 
renovated without spoiling such an exceptionally beautiful area. The road up to the Loop 
could be developed if need be. Cleaning up the Loop & making that into a tourist area again is 
another good idea. 

The town must ensure that adequate MUNICIPAL water and sewer including treatment is 
available for any new development. 

I believe that Trinity is doing very well in retaining its historical attributes and I hope that it 
continues on that same road. 

Although our personal preference would be no development, we understand that for the good 
of the town some new development is necessary. However, we would hope that any new 
construction be in keeping with the heritage and character of Trinity. 

The consultants should think about the municipal structure in light of the large number of 
part time residents. The burden for municipal administration falls totally on the shoulders 
of year round residents and they have been doing outstanding service for the community. 
Jim Miller is an exceptional Mayor and we all hope that he stays on for life. The remaining 
councillors are also excellent. However, us part timers should share the burden somehow as 
it does not seem fair that we just lock the door after the end of the season and leave 
matters to the council of full time residents. We do volunteer our time for the auction, we 
did the post Igor dinner and are involved in other activities from time to time. However, is 
there a way to ensure further municipal engagement so that part time residents can be of 
more assistance at the municipal level. There must be models that exist elsewhere that can 
be reviewed to see if there needs to be some change in this regard so that part time 
residents can be more supportive of those who work so hard on all our behalf 

As I noted in an earlier section, my major concern is the evolution toward a resort and 
tourist community. This is fine to some extent, as it provides employment for people who 
live in the area year-round, but I feel that there is no need for the community to continue to 
grow. Indeed, I would prefer to see some regression, at least in terms of property values, so 
that people with roots in the area can afford to live within the heritage area. However, I do 
not know how that can be achieved. I do support limitations against large, modern houses. 
They have ruined the look of many communities. However, I am not a strong supporter of the 
regulation that house siding must be wooden. It imposes a cost constraint that can be 
borne by only those who can afford to have their houses painted by someone every couple of 
years. 

It seems to me that protecting the heritage architecture that makes Trinity special 
requires two things. Firstly, enforcement of the guidelines. Without that, people will 
continue to do as they wish. Trinity should consider hiring an inspector if the town is serious 
about enforcing strict building guidelines. Otherwise, all the restrictions on paper are 
irrelevant. Secondly, the guidelines need to be much stricter and tighter, if the building that 
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goes on here is to remain true to the heritage already here. Specifically, I'd like to see the 
following outlawed in the town plan: vinyl windows, fake mutton bars, picture windows (large 
single pane glass, as opposed to pane over pane, or two over two, etc), palings on fences 
made from 4"" board (should be 3""), anything other than wood clapboard exteriors (Lester 
Garland House excluded), sliding glass patio doors, sky lights, built in garages (as proposed 
for the house next to Rocky's). 

The Town should work at restoring the old rights of way that permitted access to the 
beach/water. Presetnly there is no proper place to lauch a boat. The one public right of way 
into Fusher's Cove was taken over by Fort Point Enterprises sometime ago without a proper 
legal claim to it and it ought to be restored. 

Additional parking outside of the Trinity Heritage area. Quality control of the visitor 
accommodations within Trinity. 

The fort point zoning changes should reflect the heritage in Trinity, but people should be 
allowed to build. It is a excellent opportunity for the town to expand its tax base and bring 
more people to the area, plus provide work for local people. The work now being done to 
improve the fort point should bring a lot of people to the area that might want to build there. 
They should not miss out. 

As chairman of my *other region name removed for privacy* town planning board, I dealt with 
these very same questions of development in the last decade. Citizen participation in the 
process is essential to harness resistance to change. That said, make no mistake that ANY 
kind of development will cost the taxpayers through increased demand on municipal 
services. If there is pressure to develop and you cannot legally stop it, design the town's 
ordinances and regulations to reflect how you want Trinity to look like in future and embrace 
change. I am descended from Trinity *family names removed for privacy*. Trinity is in my 
blood, and I commend and thank you for your efforts. 

I think that limited growth will be fine for Trinity if that growth conforms to the traditional 
architecture and development patterns of the past. By "limited growth" I'm thinking of 1 or 
2 new homes per year built largely on lots where former homes once stood. I think that any 
large-scale modern development or condo construction would not be in the best interest of 
Trinity. Trinity is a gem of a community and the charm of that community can be damaged if 
we're not careful. 

Consider 'developing' the pit area (fire hall). Also Stop contractors, who incidentally don't 
live in trinity, from dumping junk, great mounds of clay which block access to the beach. 
Secondly, prevent dirt bikes, quads etc from using "the pit' as their personal drag strip. 
Many come from areas outside of trinity. Eventually, some one will be severely injured or 
killed. Small children as young as 8 or 9 use machines there. I wonder what are the legal 
implications for parents or Trinity itself as council is fully aware of what goes on. The best 
area is the loop road to the tch for these machines. 
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I like to visit Trinity and take comfort in knowing that the town cares for its heritage and 
culture and practices good stewardship in blending residential services with preservation of 
what makes Trinity so beautiful. Thank you. 

I live in *USA place name removed*, so I am not a resident of Trinity. When my daughter and I 
visited as tourists and researchers in 1996, we loved seeing the old Catholic church and 
having the caretaker take us inside. *Name Removed* and his wife told us where our *name 
removed* ancestors lived and gave us directions to find the old property at Green Island 
Cove. The museum and historic records provided a treasure of information to us. The 
frosting on the cake were the plays we saw in the evenings. I hope that the historic areas of 
Trinity will be preserved for us tourists. 

The size of new future houses needs to be addressed by including maximum dimensions in the 
heritage regulations. 

Consider replacing the current "RED PATH" through the heart of trinity with a more 
appropriate and historical pathway. A few (not many) homes within the Heritage area are 
looking kind of tattered" , possibly due to lack of finances (siding off, no paint ...basic upkeep 
items) It's very difficult to enforce such a wish upon others (and possibly not looked on 
kindly by livyers), and not all cannot afford expensive upgrades, so perhaps in the worse 
cases, some local assistance could be made to assist basic repairs where owners are unable 
to finance (in the Heritage area only). This offer of assistance would be looked on more 
favourably by residents then any enforcement. 

Thank you to all residents and other interested participants for providing input into the Town of 
Trinity Municipal Plan Review through the online survey. 
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APPENDIX D 

Trinity Place Names 

Source: 	Handcock, Gordon, 1997. The Story of Trinity, published by the Trinity 
Historical Society. 
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Place Names 

Trinity Harbour possesses a diverse nomenclature which reflects somewhat the corn-
plexity of the natural environment but also mirrors a rich cultural and historical her-

itage. Starting at the harbour entrance it is instructive to make a toponymic (place name) 
tour around the inner harbour and to reflect on the named sites and features which present-
ly (as used on topographic maps), or in the past (as referred to in documents), provide win-
dows into the history of the Trinity area. 

(National Topographic Series 2C/6) 
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Fort Point — formerly called Admiral's Point because the English Fishing Admiral, 
captain of the first arriving fishing ship, in the period c1570-1730 usually claimed the 
beach just inside the point as his summer fishing room. A fort was constructed here c1746 
and the point was renamed. 

Maggoty Cove — once the site of fishing premises, a settlement and, before World War 
I, a whale factory. It is said to be named because fish were landed here and the offal dis-
carded gave rise to you know what. 

Southside — the inner shoreline westward from Maggoty Cove along Southwest Arm. 
Present day grassy areas indicate the spots once homesteaded. 

Duffield — formerly Cuckhold's Cove, a cove and settlement off West Arm, a 
southerly extension of Southwest Arm. Dunfield also opens into Trinity Bay at 
Cuckhold's Cove and Island Cove (which is perfectly descriptive of its nature). The set-
tlement was renamed Dunfield in 1913, after Rev. H. Dunfield, by the Newfoundland 
Nomenclature Board. One interpretation of the name "cuckhold" is that it is an old name 
for "a round bare hill" shaped like a hay-cock. Another is that it comes from the "cuck-
hold mussel", a shellfish, found in shallow coastal waters. Mussel beds occur in 
Cuckhold's Cove. 

Jigging Hole — a small cove on the bay side of the peninsula leading from West Arm 
to Fort Point. Probably a good spot to try for a fish. 

Bar Point — a small peninsula jutting out into Southwest Arm. Once home to Cain and 
Morris families. 

Goose Cove — located on the western side of Southwest Arm: a long-established set-
tlement. Early families included Dampier, Hewitt, Hunt, Hiscock and Sexton. It has 
recently become one of the main areas of settlement in Trinity. 

Penguin Cove — an historic name which suggest that flightless birds (possibly the 
great Auk, now extinct) were once here. Penguin Cove on the northern side of Southwest 
Arm lies at the base of the peninsula that extends into the middle part of Trinity Harbour 
on which the town is sited. Early families inc. Churchill and Sceviour. 

Crocker's Cove — a settled site on the north side of Southwest Arm. Probably named 
for Charles Crocker, an 18th century settler. 

Fisher's Cove — on the western side of the town facing Southwest Arm. An early 18th 
century surname designation. A Joane Fisher and her daughter Elizabeth appear as plain-
tiffs in a 1754 Trinity court case. 

Hog's Nose — a part of Trinity proper; the southern extremity of the town; the point 
that protrudes into Southwest Arm toward Maggoty Cove. Feature resembles the nose or 
snout of a hog on its eastern and western side. Prominent 19th. century families living 
there inc. Collis, Gover, House and Sexton. 

Nuddick Pt. — sometimes Cape Neddick, Cape Nuddick or simply called "The 
Nuddick" or "The Niddick"; the easternmost point of Trinity protruding into Northwest 
Arm. It is an old name for a small barren hill or knob. 

Doctor's Cove — formerly Harvey's Cove after Wm. Harvey an inhabitant 1699-
1723. It contains the public wharf facing Northwest Arm. Renamed for the renowned Dr. 
Clinch who acquired the old "Harvey Plantation" in 1789. 

Mackerel Pt. — northern limit of Doctor's (Harvey's) Cove. 
Taverner's Pt. — point of land north of Mackerel Point; named for one of Trinity's 

most notable pioneering families. 
Tabin's Pt. — a misprint for Fabin's or Fabian's. Fabin was an early fisherman or set-

tler from Poole. 
Walter Pt. — or Walter's Pt. commemorates a Poole family established in Trinity by 

1753 (John Walters). 
Cap Cove — or Gott's Cove: This is Southwood's totally awesome God Almighty 



Cove (1677), later it became the more modest God's Cove. This is a prominent inner 
sanctuary of Trinity Harbour in which Southwood estimated "there is room enough for 3 
or 4 hundred Sail of Ships". 

Glen Cove — situated within and on the eastern side of Gotts Cove; in the period 1875-
1878 this was the site of an elaborate residence of Capt. Edward M. Cooksley, a retired 
British army officer and son-in-law of J.B. Garland; the house was destroyed by fire in 
1878. 

Indian Bk. — Does this name have historical significance in terms of Whitbourne's 
remarks (1620) with likely reference to the Beothuk? viz. "the Savage people . . . come 
into Trinity Bay and Harbour ... to steale Sailes, Lines. Hatchets, Hooks, Knives and such 
like. . .". Is Indian Bk. an ancient Beothuk route into Trinity Harbour? or a camp site? 

Lockston — a settled area at the head of Northwest Arm commemorating the principal 
resident family. 

Freshwater — a cove (or estuary) at the mouth of Freshwater Brook, a ships' watering 
place, on Northwest Arm opposite Walter Point; a settlement extension of Trinity East. 

Trinity East — (the historic Trinity North, or Northside), a long stretch of shoreline 
along the middle section of Northwest Arm. It consists of several coves and stretches of 
shoreline along which settlement expanded in a rather loose and irregular pattern. In 
recent times the settlement has expanded landward and merged with Port Rexton (named 
for the family Rex or Rix). 

Mouse Island — a tiny island in Trinity East. 
Calf's Nose — a point in Trinity East on the north side of Pease Cove. 
Pease Cove — a cove in Trinity East. This cove has prominence as the site of the ear-

liest settlement in Trinity Harbour. Subsequently it was one of the main clusters of the set-
tlement variously called Trinity North, the Northside, and Trinity East. Several early 
farms were developed here including one known as "Maloney's Farm" owned by 
Benjamin Lester but operated by an Irishman, Andrew Maloney. Peas(e) were a staple 
item of early settlers' diet which suggests the probable origin of the name. 

Job's Head — the southern prominence of Pease Cove. 
White Point — a point of land in Trinity East projecting toward Fort Point and form-

ing part of the entrance to Trinity Harbour. 
Sam White's Cove — (often just White's Cove), a cove at the north entrance to Trinity 

Harbour, named for Samuel White a Poole shipowner who established a fishery here 
c1699, becoming one of the first Poole adventurers to move into Trinity. His sons, Joseph 
and Samuel, became prominent merchants in the 18th century with trading premises in 
Trinity Town. 

Skerwink Head and Rocks — a bold headland and offshore rock stacks at the eastern 
narrows of Trinity Harbour. The highest rock is 52 feet above sea level. Skerwink is said 
to derive from "Scurwink" — a seabird locally called the haigdown. 

Rider Hill or sometimes Ryder's Hill — the central natural landmark of Trinity 
Harbour, standing behind the main town. A lower level behind the Lester-Garland/Ryan 
premises is called Gun Hill having once been fortified. The name Rider/Ryder is almost 
certainly an early surname. A George Ryder was a ship's captain for the Lesters. 

Sugar Loaf — a bold head northwest of Dunfield on the Fort Point Peninsula, repre-
sents a descriptive term for a prominent hill shaped like a cone of refined sugar. 

Salvage Hill and Head — in early names "Salvage" often meant wild or untamed, 
though it also referred to an incident, rescuing a vessel in distress or abandoned. It could 
also indicate an association with native peoples. 
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