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Property and Confidentiality 

“This report can only be used for the purposes stated therein. Any use of the report must take into 
consideration the object and scope of the mandate by virtue of which the report was prepared, as well 
as the limitations and conditions specified therein and the state of scientific knowledge at the time the 
report was prepared. Englobe Corp. provides no warranty and makes no representations other than 
those expressly contained in the report. 

This document is the work product of Englobe Corp. Any reproduction, distribution, or adaptation, 
partial or total, is strictly forbidden without the prior written authorization of Englobe Corp. and its 
Client. For greater certainty, use of any and all extracts from the report is strictly forbidden without the 
written authorization of Englobe Corp. and its Client, given that the report must be read and 
considered in its entirety. 

No information contained in this report can be used by any third party without the prior written 
authorization of Englobe Corp. and its Client. Englobe Corp. disclaims any responsibility or liability for 
any unauthorized reproduction, distribution, adaptation or use of the report. 

If tests have been carried out, the results of these tests are valid only for the sample described in this 
report. 

Englobe Corp.’s subcontractors who have carried out on-site or laboratory work are duly assessed 
according to the purchase procedure of our quality system. For further information, please contact 
your project manager.” 

 

  



 

EA Registration Document | Route 70 Water and Sewer 
Englobe | 2412152.000 | March 12, 2026 III 

Table of Contents 
 

Registration Form ........................................................................................................................ 1 

1 The Proponent ................................................................................................................ 1 

2 The Undertaking ............................................................................................................. 2 

2.1 Name of the Undertaking ................................................................................................ 2 

2.2 Project Overview ............................................................................................................. 2 

2.3 Purpose / Rationale / Need for the Undertaking .............................................................. 2 

2.4 Project Location .............................................................................................................. 3 

2.4.1 General Site Considerations .......................................................................................... 3 

2.4.2 Watercourse and Fish Habitat Considerations ............................................................... 3 

2.4.3 Other Location Considered ............................................................................................ 4 

2.4.4 Zoning ........................................................................................................................... 4 

2.4.5 Proximity to Wetlands and Watercourses ...................................................................... 4 

2.5 Physical Components and Dimensions of the Project ..................................................... 5 

2.5.1 Land Requirements ....................................................................................................... 5 

2.6 Construction Details ........................................................................................................ 5 

2.7 Operation and Maintenance Details ................................................................................ 6 

2.8 Future Modification, Extensions, or Abandonment .......................................................... 7 

2.9 Occupations .................................................................................................................... 7 

2.10 Project-Related Documents ............................................................................................ 8 

3 Description of the Existing Environment ............................................................................ 8 

3.1 Physical and Natural Features ........................................................................................ 8 

3.2 Site Topography and General Surface Drainage Regime ................................................ 8 

3.2.1 Significant Natural and Managed Areas ......................................................................... 9 

3.3 Cultural Features ............................................................................................................ 9 

3.4 Existing and Historic Land Uses ...................................................................................... 9 

4 Summary of Environmental Impacts ................................................................................ 10 

5 Summary of Proposed Mitigation .................................................................................... 10 

5.1 Air Quality and Noise .................................................................................................... 11 

5.2 Biology and Ecology ..................................................................................................... 11 

5.3 Groundwater ................................................................................................................. 12 

5.4 Other Considerations .................................................................................................... 13 



 

EA Registration Document | Route 70 Water and Sewer 
Englobe | 2412152.000 | March 12, 2026 IV 

6 Public and First Nations Involvement Process .................................................................. 13 

7 Approval of Undertaking ................................................................................................ 13 

8 Funding ........................................................................................................................ 13 

9 Signature ...................................................................................................................... 14 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix A General Site Plan 

Appendix B  Geotechnical Investigation Report 



 

Environmental Assessment Registration Document | EA Registration Document - Version 0A 
Englobe | 2412152.000 | March 12, 2026 1 

Registration Form 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 49 (1) OF 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS 54/03 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 

1 The Proponent 

Name of Proponent: The Town of Victoria 

 

Principal Contact Person for purposes of Environmental Impact Assessment 

Name: Shelly Butt 

Official Title: Town Clerk Manager 

Telephone: 709-596-3783 

Email: shelly@townofvictoria.ca 

 

Property Ownership 

This project is located on Route 70, from route 70/74 intersection to Bottom Loop Road in the 
municipality of Victoria, on the Northeast Avalon Peninsula of Newfoundland and Labrador. 
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2 The Undertaking 

2.1 Name of the Undertaking 

Route 70 Water & Sewer – The Town of Victoria. 

2.2 Project Overview 

The proposed undertaking involves the replacement and upgrading of municipal water distribution and 
sanitary sewer infrastructure along Route 70 in the Town of Victoria, Newfoundland and Labrador, 
extending from the Route 70/74 intersection to Bottom Loop Road Road. The project includes the 
replacement of approximately 825 metres of water mains and 720 metres of sanitary sewer mains, the 
installation of 14 sanitary manholes, and associated road reconstruction and surface reinstatement within 
the existing roadway corridor. 
 
The work will be carried out primarily within the existing Route 70 right‑of‑way and will include excavation, 
installation of new underground services, connection to existing municipal infrastructure, pressure testing, 
commissioning, and final restoration of disturbed areas. Temporary traffic control measures will be 
implemented during construction to maintain safe access for residents, businesses, and through traffic. 
 
Construction activities are anticipated to occur during a single construction season and will be undertaken 
in accordance with applicable provincial and municipal standards, including the Municipal Infrastructure 
Division’s Water, Sewer, and Roads Master Construction Specifications. The project will also incorporate 
climate resilience considerations consistent with the Newfoundland and Labrador Climate Change Lens 
requirements.  
 

The following work will be undertaken by the Proponent for the new underground infrastructure: 

— removal and replacement of existing watermains and sanitary sewers; 

— installation of new PVC water and sewer mains, replacement of approximately 14 sanitary 
manholes, reconnection of existing water and sewer services to the property line, and replacement 
of select culverts.  

— Installation of a new fused HDPE watermain to cross beneath the Salmon Cove River, while 
maintaining existing bridge structures.  

Construction will be completed primarily by open‑cut trenching within the roadway, followed by roadway 
rehabilitation including asphalt resurfacing and restoration of disturbed areas to pre‑construction 
conditions. 

2.3 Purpose / Rationale / Need for the Undertaking 

The purpose of the undertaking is to restore and improve the reliability of the Town of Victoria’s 
primary water supply and sanitary sewer infrastructure along Route 70. Existing water and sewer 
systems in this corridor are aging and have experienced frequent leaks, breaks, pressure loss, and 
operational deficiencies, which pose risks to public health, service continuity, and environmental 
protection. 
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The need for the project arose after it was determined that the existing infrastructure along Route 70 
required priority replacement to ensure the continued delivery of safe, potable drinking water and 
adequate wastewater collection and disposal for the majority of the community. Without replacement, 
the likelihood of further system failures, service interruptions, emergency repairs, and potential 
environmental impacts would continue to increase. 

The undertaking will address these issues by replacing deteriorated infrastructure with modern 
systems designed to meet current standards, improve system performance, reduce water loss, and 
enhance long‑term service reliability. The project also supports sustainable community development 
by extending the service life of critical municipal infrastructure and reducing the need for ongoing 
reactive maintenance and emergency response. 

2.4 Project Location 

The proposed undertaking is located in the Town of Victoria, Newfoundland and Labrador, along 
Route 70, extending from the Route 70/74 intersection to Bottom Loop Road. The project corridor lies 
within an established municipal roadway right‑of‑way and includes multiple intersections with local 
roads and existing watercourse crossings. 

A key feature of the project location is the crossing of the Salmon Cove River, a known salmon-
bearing watercourse, as well as Clarkes Brook, both of which flow beneath Route 70 through existing 
bridge and culvert infrastructure. The proposed water main alignment crosses these watercourses 
within the existing roadway corridor, in proximity to the existing bridge structure.  

All works associated with the river and brook crossings will occur within previously disturbed areas 
associated with the roadway and existing municipal infrastructure. No new permanent access roads or 
right‑of‑way expansions are proposed beyond the existing limits of Route 70. 

2.4.1 General Site Considerations 

The project will be constructed within an active municipal roadway corridor characterized by paved 
road surfaces, roadside ditches, culverts, overhead utilities, and adjacent residential and commercial 
development. Construction activities will occur in close proximity to existing traffic, private properties, 
and municipal services, requiring staged construction, traffic control measures, and ongoing 
coordination with the Town of Victoria. 

The project will be constructed in accordance with applicable Municipal Infrastructure Division 
standards, occupational health and safety requirements, and approved permits. Climate resilience 
considerations will be integrated into the design to address future precipitation patterns and 
infrastructure durability, consistent with the Newfoundland and Labrador Climate Change Lens 
requirements. 

2.4.2 Watercourse and Fish Habitat Considerations 

The project includes a water main crossing of the Salmon Cove River, a salmon-bearing watercourse, 
and Clarkes Brook, both of which are considered environmentally sensitive features. The crossing will 
be completed by installing a continuous fused section of HDPE water main beneath the riverbed, as 
shown on the Issued for Approval drawings. 

This installation method has been selected to: 

• Avoid in‑stream obstructions or permanent structures within the active channel  

• Minimize long‑term impacts to fish passage and aquatic habitat  
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• Reduce the risk of future exposure or damage to the water main during high‑flow events or ice 
movement. 

 

Construction in the vicinity of the watercourses will require careful management to prevent 
sedimentation, erosion, or accidental release of deleterious substances to surface waters. All in‑water 
or near‑water works will be completed in accordance with app licable provincial and federal regulatory 
requirements, including any timing restrictions to protect fish and fish habitat. The project will be 
undertaken within an active municipal roadway environment and will require careful consideration of 
traffic, public safety, and existing infrastructure. Construction activities will occur in proximity to 
residential and commercial properties, requiring ongoing coordination to maintain access and 
minimize disruption. 

Stormwater management and erosion control will be important considerations during construction, 
particularly during excavation and trenching activities. Appropriate erosion and sediment control 
measures will be implemented to prevent the migration of sediment to adjacent lands or drainage 
features. 

2.4.3 Other Location Considered 

Alternative locations and installation methods for the water main crossing of the Salmon Cove River 
were considered during the design phase. In particular, the use of the existing bridge structure to 
support or suspend the water main was evaluated. This option was determined to be infeasible due to 
structural limitations, clearance constraints, and constructability concerns associated with the existing 
bridge, as well as the potential for increased long‑term maintenance and risk of damage during 
high‑flow or ice conditions. Realignment of the water main to avoid the river crossing was also 
considered but was not practical due to roadway geometry, property constraints, and the need to 
maintain service continuity within the Route 70 corridor. As a result, the selected location follows the 
existing roadway alignment and crosses the river by installing a continuous fused HDPE water main 
beneath the riverbed, which minimizes disturbance to the watercourse and avoids permanent 
in‑stream infrastructure. 

2.4.4 Zoning 

The project corridor is located within an established municipal roadway right‑of‑way and is in proximity 
to several surface water features, most notably the Salmon Cove River, a salmon‑bearing 
watercourse, and Clarkes Brook, which both cross beneath Route 70 within the project limits. In 
addition, roadside ditches and low‑lying areas adjacent to the roadway may function as minor drainage 
features and localized wetland habitat. The proposed water and sewer works will occur primarily within 
previously disturbed areas; however, construction activities near these watercourses will require 
careful management to prevent erosion, sedimentation, and potential effects on aquatic habitat. The 
water main crossing of the Salmon Cove River will be completed using a continuous fused HDPE pipe 
installed beneath the riverbed, thereby avoiding permanent in‑stream structures and minimizing 
disturbance to the active channel and adjacent riparian areas. 

2.4.5 Proximity to Wetlands and Watercourses 

The project corridor is in proximity to several surface water features, most notably the Salmon Cove 
River, a salmon‑bearing watercourse, and Clarkes Brook, both of which cross beneath Route 70 within 
the project limits. These watercourses are located within defined channels associated with riparian 
vegetation and localized aquatic habitat. In addition, roadside ditches and low‑lying areas adjacent to 
the roadway convey surface drainage and may provide limited wetland or wetland‑like functions.  
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Geotechnical conditions near the watercourse crossings indicate variable subsurface materials, 
including granular alluvium, glacial till, and shallow refusal layers, which may influence excavation 
methods and groundwater management during construction. The water main crossing of the Salmon 
Cove River will be installed beneath the riverbed using a continuous fused HDPE pipe, thereby 
avoiding permanent in‑stream structures and minimizing disturbance to the active channel and 
adjacent riparian areas. 

2.5 Physical Components and Dimensions of the Project 

2.5.1 Land Requirements 

The proposed works will be completed entirely within the existing Route 70 roadway right‑of‑way and 
previously disturbed municipal lands in the Town of Victoria. No permanent land acquisition or new 
property access is required for the project. Temporary use of land within the road right‑of‑way may be 
required during construction for equipment access, material storage, and trench excavation; however, 
all disturbed areas will be restored to pre‑construction conditions following completion of the work. No 
changes to existing land ownership, land use designation, or long‑term land availability are anticipated 
as a result of the project.  

2.6 Construction Details 

The preliminary schedule for the project is shown below, it shall be noted that the schedule below is 
dependent on environmental constraints that are yet to be confirmed. It is our recommendation that 
this project be tendered in Spring 2026 with a planned construction of Summer 2026.  

The following preliminary schedule has been developed for the project. The exact timing of each 
component will be refined as the project progresses depending on the actual time taken to complete 
the preceding task(s).  

 

Table 1: Preliminary Schedule 

Task  Task Milestone Date 

Topographic Survey  COMPLETE 

33% Package  COMPLETE 

66% Package  COMPLETE 

99% Package  March 27, 2026 

IFT Package  April 3, 2026 

Tender Date  April 8, 2026 

Tender Close  April 22, 2026 

Contract Award  April 24, 2026 
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Task  Task Milestone Date 

Construction Start  May 11, 2026 

Substantial Performance  October 26, 2026 

Construction End  November 9, 2026 

10 Month Warranty Inspection  September 9, 2027 

Project Completion  November 9, 2027 

 
The estimated hours of construction will be from Monday to Friday between 7:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M..  

The following equipment is anticipated to be used for the construction procedures: 

— Earthworks: Excavators, backhoes, loaders, dump trucks, compaction equipment. 

— Pipe Installation: Excavators, drilling equipment as required, pipe fusion equipment  

Potential sources of pollutants during the construction period are anticipated to include: 

— Exhaust and other emissions from construction equipment. 

— Noise from construction equipment. 

— Water during drilling. The run-off water from the drilling operation will be controlled by the 
installation of erosion control structures. Typical installation for a drilling site includes utilizing 
site-specific measures to manage and direct the flow of water, installation of erosion control 
structures (silt fencing and/or hay bales), and utilization of the existing vegetated land where 
possible to minimize the effect on nearby streams. If necessary, a small sedimentation pond and 
ditch may be constructed to improve the control drill cuttings and run-off water. 

— Silt from disturbed surface areas. This will be minimized by requiring the contractor to install silt 
fences and other erosion protection devices prior to ground disturbance and to reinstate 
disturbed areas as soon as is practical. 

— Petroleum hydrocarbons from possible leaks, spills, or accidents from construction equipment 
and vehicles. This will be minimized by requiring the Contractor to have spill kits on-site and to 
conduct daily inspections of his equipment. No refueling or maintenance of vehicles will occur 
within 30 m of watercourses. 

As a result of previous land use and current construction activities, it is  not anticipated that significant 
site work (gravel, grading, etc.) will be required to provide access for the drilling equipment. Minimal 
site work may be required to properly direct drilling water, to be confirmed during a pre-drilling meeting 
on-site with the Contractor. 

2.7 Operation and Maintenance Details 

Once construction is complete, the water and sewer infrastructure will form part of the Town of 
Victoria’s municipal servicing system and will be operated and maintained in accordance with standard 
municipal practices. Routine operation will be passive and will not involve any interaction with adjacent 
watercourses or wetlands. Ongoing maintenance activities may include periodic inspection, valve 
operation, flushing, and emergency repair if required, all of which would typically occur within the 
roadway right‑of‑way. The buried HDPE water main crossing beneath the Salmon Cove River is 
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designed to minimize long‑term maintenance requirements and reduce the risk of exposure or damage 
during high‑flow or ice conditions. No operational discharges, emissions, or alterations to the river 
channel or riparian areas are anticipated during the operational life of the infrastructure. 

2.8 Future Modification, Extensions, or Abandonment 

No future modifications or extensions to the proposed water and sewer infrastructure are anticipated 
beyond routine maintenance and repair activities typical of municipal servicing systems. Should future 
upgrades, extensions, or alterations be required as part of separate projects, they would be subject to 
applicable municipal, provincial, and federal approvals at that time. In the event that any portion of the 
infrastructure is decommissioned or abandoned in the future, abandonment would be completed in 
accordance with accepted municipal and regulatory practices, with infrastructure either removed or 
safely abandoned in place to prevent environmental effects.   

2.9 Occupations 

This project will be carried out to promote equity and fairness and, where possible, establish a 
workplace that is free of barriers.  

The various types of occupations anticipated for this project include: 

Occupations 
National Occupation Classification 
(NOC) Code Number of Proposed Workers  

Civil Engineers 21300 2 

Structural Engineers 21300 1 

Engineering Technicians 22300 2 

Road Surveyors  21203 1 

Heavy Equipment Operators 73400 4 

Drillers and Blasters 73402 2 

Carpenters 72310 2 

Heavy Equipment Mechanics 72401 1 

Labourers 75110 1 

Truck Drivers 73300 1 

Concrete Finishers / Technicians 72014 2 

Material Technicians and Engineers 22300 1 

Steel Erectors 72010 4 
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Occupations 
National Occupation Classification 
(NOC) Code Number of Proposed Workers  

Senior Environmental Professional 21110 

 

1 

2.10  Project-Related Documents 

The following project-related documents are referenced throughout this document: 
 
— Englobe Corp. (2025). Geotechnical Investigation Report. Route 70 Water& Sewer Extension & 

Road Upgrading 

3 Description of the Existing 
Environment 

3.1 Physical and Natural Features 

The project is located within the existing Route 70 roadway corridor in the Town of Victoria and 
traverses a broad, shallow river valley associated with the Salmon Cove River, which is crossed 
approximately midway along the alignment. Topography along the corridor descends approximately 10 
m toward the river crossing and rises similarly beyond it, corresponding to an average roadway grade 
of approximately 1.8 percent on either side of the river. The roadway also crosses Clarkes Brook near 
the northern extent of the project via an existing concrete arch culvert. 

Subsurface conditions within the project limits consist primarily of previously disturbed roadway 
materials, including asphalt pavement underlain by crushed granular aggregate and compact fill. 
Beneath the fill, native soils generally consist of silty sand and glacial till, with refusal encountered at 
relatively shallow depths, interpreted to be dense cobble‑ and boulder‑rich material and/or shallow 
bedrock. Groundwater was not encountered during the geotechnical investigation; however, 
groundwater levels are expected to fluctuate seasonally and during periods of heavy precipitation, 
particularly near watercourse crossings. Natural features within the project area are largely confined to 
the defined channels and riparian zones of the Salmon Cove River and Clarkes Brook, with the 
remainder of the corridor characterized by maintained roadside vegetation and disturbed soils 
associated with long‑standing roadway and municipal infrastructure.  

3.2 Site Topography and General Surface Drainage Regime 

The Route 70 roadway follows existing grades that reflect the natural valley associated with the Salmon 
Cove River. Based on geotechnical and topographic information, the roadway descends approximately 10 
m over a distance of roughly 550 meters toward the river crossing and rises similarly beyond it. Surface 
drainage within the project limits is controlled by the roadway crown, shallow roadside ditches, and existing 
culverts at watercourse crossings and driveway entrances. These features convey runoff toward nearby 
watercourses, including the Salmon Cove River and Clarkes Brook. 
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The geotechnical investigation did not observe groundwater seepage during subsurface exploration; 
however, site soils are moisture sensitive and drainage conditions may vary seasonally. Surface runoff and 
localized groundwater infiltration are expected to increase during periods of heavy precipitation and 
snowmelt. Construction and restoration activities will be undertaken within this established drainage 
framework and will be designed to maintain existing surface drainage patterns following completion of the 
works. 

3.2.1 Significant Natural and Managed Areas 

Significant natural features within and adjacent to the project area include the Salmon Cove River, a 
salmon‑bearing watercourse crossed approximately midway along the Route 70 corridor, and Clarkes 
Brook, which is crossed near the northern extent of the project via an existing concrete arch culvert. 
These watercourses are associated with defined channels, riparian vegetation, and localized aquatic 
habitat and represent the primary environmentally sensitive features within the study area. The 
surrounding terrain forms a broad, shallow river valley at the Salmon Cove River crossing, with natural 
drainage patterns influenced by local topography and glacial soils. 

Managed areas within the project limits include the paved Route 70 roadway, gravel shoulders, 
roadside ditches, culverts, utility corridors, and adjacent disturbed lands associated with residential 
driveways and municipal infrastructure. Based on the geotechnical investigation, subsurface 
conditions within the managed corridor consist largely of previously placed roadway fill, compact 
glacial till, and localized sand deposits, with shallow refusal encountered in some areas. Vegetation 
within the managed areas is primarily maintained grass, roadside vegetation, and landscaped 
residential frontages. The majority of construction activities will occur within these managed and 
previously disturbed areas, with natural features largely confined to the defined watercourse corridors 
and areas beyond routine roadway maintenance limits. 

3.3 Cultural Features 

A review of available provincial and municipal heritage and archaeology information indicates that no 
known registered archaeological sites, heritage structures, or cultural features are located within the 
Route 70 project corridor or within the immediate limits of construction. 

3.4 Existing and Historic Land Uses 

Existing land use within the project limits consists primarily of a two‑lane paved roadway with gravel 
shoulders, roadside ditches, culverts, and associated municipal water and sewer infrastructure. Adjacent 
lands are predominantly residential, consisting of single‑family homes on large lots, with occasional small 
businesses and community services fronting the roadway. 
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4 Summary of Environmental 
Impacts 

The proposed Route 70 Water and Sewer project is located within an existing municipal roadway 
corridor and involves the replacement and upgrading of buried water and sanitary sewer infrastructure. 
Environmental impacts associated with the project are expected to be temporary, localized, and 
manageable through the application of standard construction practices and mitigation measures. 
Short‑term impacts during construction may include soil disturbance, generation of sediment, 
temporary changes to surface drainage, construction noise, and localized traffic disruption. These 
effects will be confined primarily to previously disturbed areas within the roadway right‑of‑way.  

The most environmentally sensitive feature in proximity to the project is the Salmon Cove River, a 
salmon‑bearing watercourse, as well as Clarkes Brook. Potential impacts to these watercourses 
include sedimentation or accidental release of deleterious substances during construction. These risks 
are minimized through the selection of a buried continuous fused HDPE water main installed beneath 
the riverbed, which avoids permanent in‑stream structures and reduces disturbance to the active 
channel and riparian areas. No long‑term adverse effects to fish habitat, wetlands, or surface water 
quality are anticipated. 

Subsurface conditions identified through the geotechnical investigation indicate previously disturbed 
fill, glacial till, and shallow refusal, which may influence construction methods but do not present 
unique environmental constraints. Groundwater was not encountered during investigation, and no 
operational discharges, emissions, or ongoing interactions with natural features are expected once 
construction is complete. 

Overall, the project represents an upgrade to existing municipal infrastructure within a 
long‑established transportation and utility corridor. With appropriate construction controls in place, the 
project is not expected to result in significant adverse environmental effects during construction or 
operation.  

5 Summary of Proposed 
Mitigation 

The proposed Route 70 Water and Sewer project will be completed within an existing municipal 
roadway corridor and previously disturbed lands. Potential environmental effects associated with 
construction are expected to be temporary and localized. The following mitigation measures will be 
implemented to minimize potential impacts to the surrounding environment during construction and 
operation 

— Planned road grades will match existing as closely as possible, respecting navigation and water 
level constraints. Englobe will review alignment and gradients once all constraints have been 
met. 

— Disturbed areas will be reinstated as soon as is practical, silt fences and other erosion protection 
measures will also be used until disturbed vegetation is fully re-grown.  
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— The Contractors will be responsible to provide machinery in good working condition. 

— Machinery will be operated on existing access roads, where possible, to prevent unnecessary 
disturbance of vegetation, tree root zones and soils. 

5.1 Air Quality and Noise 

Dust: Activities during the project have a small potential for short term reduction in air quality due to 
dust generated during activities and an increase in emissions from the use of heavy machinery (drilling 
equipment, trucks, etc.). 

Mitigation: The generation of dust during activities is unlikely,  however if dust is generated during 
project activities dust suppression by the application of water will be employed when required. The 
exact locations where water is to be applied, the amount of water to be applied, and the times at which 
it shall be applied will be determined on-site based on conditions. Waste oil will not to be used for dust 
control under any circumstances.  

Odours: Activities could generate some short-term odours (i.e. diesel exhaust). 

Mitigation: There are no residential properties located in close proximity to the proposed construction 
location but any odours from the drill rig or other equipment exhaust, etc., will be limited to within 
working hours. 

Noise Levels: Project activities will result in noise caused by the use of machinery. 

Mitigation: Noise events will be of short duration, and project activities will be scheduled to be done 
during daytime hours where possible. All machinery should be well muffled. Contractors should avoid 
any sharp or loud noises where feasible.  

5.2 Biology and Ecology  

Wetland habitat: Construction activities near roadside ditches, low‑lying areas, and watercourse 
margins may result in temporary disturbance to riparian vegetation and wetland‑like drainage features. 
Soil disturbance and altered drainage patterns could increase the risk of  sediment transport to 
adjacent watercourses. 

Mitigation: Construction will be confined to the existing roadway right‑of‑way and previously disturbed 
areas. Erosion and sediment control measures will be installed prior to ground disturbance and 
maintained throughout construction. Disturbed areas will be stabilized and restored promptly following 
construction to prevent long‑term alteration of drainage patterns or wetland function.  

Machinery will be checked for leakage of lubricants and fuel prior to beginning work each day. Basic 
petroleum spill clean-up equipment will be kept on site. All spills or leaks will be promptly contained, 
cleaned up, and reported to the 24-Hour Environmental Emergencies Report System (1-800-565-
1633).  

Hazardous materials (e.g., fuels, lubricants, hydraulic oil) and wastes (e.g., waste oil) will be managed 
so as to minimize the risk of chronic and/or accidental releases.  A designated storage area for 
hazardous materials will be identified and located away from any watercourse habitats. Refueling will 
occur in a manor to minimize potential impacts to the surrounding environment and spill kits will be 
kept onsite. 

Spawning, feeding and breeding sites: In‑water or near‑water construction during sensitive life stages 
could disrupt salmon spawning, egg incubation, juvenile development, and migration within the 
Salmon Cove River and Clarkes Brook 
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Mitigation: No in‑water construction is proposed. The water main crossing of the Salmon Cove River 
will be installed beneath the riverbed using a continuous fused HDPE pipe. All work in proximity to the 
watercourse will comply with DFO timing windows for Newfoundland and Labrador, which restrict 
in‑water work in tributaries and headwaters of scheduled salmon rivers during spawning, incubation, 
and hatching periods. 

Populations/communities of aquatic species (including flora, fish, birds, marine mammals, etc.) :  

Sediment release, accidental spills, or changes to water quality during construction could adversely 
affect local fish and aquatic invertebrate populations that support the aquatic food web.  

Mitigation: Potential pollutant sources will be managed through controlled excavation, equipment 
maintenance, spill prevention measures, and sediment controls. Excavated materials will be isolated 
from flowing water, and any groundwater or surface runoff encountered will be managed to prevent 
sediment transport. With these measures in place, no long‑term effects on aquatic species populations 
are anticipated. 

Cultural fisheries: Temporary degradation of water quality could affect recreational salmon fishing or 
culturally important fisheries within the Salmon Cove River. 

Mitigation: Construction activities will avoid direct disturbance to the river channel and will adhere to 
DFO freshwater habitat protection guidelines. The selected sub-river installation method eliminates 
permanent in-stream structures and reduces the potential for long-term effects on fish passage and 
fishery use. Any temporary effects are expected to be localized and short -term. 

Vegetative cover: Clearing or disturbance of vegetation along the roadway corridor may result in 
temporary loss of ground cover and increased erosion risk. 

Mitigation: Vegetation removal will be limited to the minimum area required for construction. Existing 
roadside vegetation will be retained where practicable, and disturbed areas will be reinstated with 
topsoil and appropriate stabilization measures following construction to restore vegetative cover and 
prevent erosion. 

Migratory Birds: Vegetation clearing during the breeding season could disturb nesting migratory birds 
protected under the Migratory Birds Convention Act. 

Mitigation: Vegetation clearing will be minimized and, where practicable, scheduled outside the 
migratory bird nesting period. If clearing must occur during the breeding season, visual checks for 
active nests will be conducted, and appropriate buffers will be maintained around any nests identified, 
in accordance with applicable federal guidance. 

5.3 Groundwater 

Groundwater Quality: Although groundwater was not encountered during the geotechnical 
investigation, groundwater levels may fluctuate seasonally or during periods of heavy precipitation, 
particularly near the Salmon Cove River and Clarkes Brook. Although unlikely, excavation for utility 
installation could locally intercept perched or shallow groundwater, potentially resulting in wet trench 
conditions, increased sediment transport, or uncontrolled discharge to surface waters.  

Mitigation: Excavations will be kept as small and short‑term as practicable. If groundwater is 
encountered, dewatering will be conducted in a controlled manner using appropriate methods to 
prevent erosion and sedimentation. Pumped water will be directed to stable, vegetated areas or 
sediment control measures prior to discharge, and will not be released directly to watercourses.  

All construction equipment will be properly maintained and refueled in designated areas away from 
watercourses and excavations where practicable. Spill prevention and response measures will be 
implemented, and spill kits will be available on site. Excavated materials will be managed to minimize 
contact with groundwater, and contaminated materials, if encountered, will be handled in accordance 
with applicable regulations. 
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5.4 Other Considerations 

All work will follow the Terms and Conditions of any Newfoundland and Labroador Department of 
Environment, Conservation and Climate Change  (ECCC) Water Resources Management, TRC letters 
and any other provincial or federal letters of advice. 

6 Public and First Nations 
Involvement Process 

The typical steps to involve the Public and First Nations are outlined below.  Confirmation from the 
ECCC will be required to ensure that the following steps are required for this specific project (or if 
additional steps are necessary).   

The minimum public and First Nations consultation requirements of the Provincial EA registration 
guide will be followed (ECCC, 2022). A public notice containing the information specified in the 
registration guide will be delivered to the above noted stakeholders, in addition to the local Member of 
the House of Assembly (MHA), and the local service district prior to concluding the EA process. No 
First Nation communities are located within the immediate study area. 

Following the completion of the consultation process, a summary report on the public and First Nation 
involvement will be prepared and submitted to ECCC in accordance with the EA process 
requirements. 

7 Approval of Undertaking 

The following technical approvals are anticipated as being required for this project:  

— Permit to Alter a Body of Water  

— Environmental permits 

— Water Resources Management 

8 Funding 

The development is being funded by a combination of the Town of Victoria and Government of 
Newfoundland and Labrador. 
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9 Signature 

 

Shelly Butt 

Town Clerk Manager 

Town of Victoria 
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Brianna McGrath
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