English 3201
Grading Standards Report
June 2005

Pre-Marking Appraisal

The exam was considered a fair exam. It covered an array of different outcomes and
areas of knowledge. Students were given a number of opportunities to show their skills
and knowledge. Questions were outcome appropriate.

Listening:  The questions were appropriate for the listening outcomes.

Visual: Clearly presented. Questions were suitable.

Prose: A good selection. Subject matter would be of interest to students.
Poetry: Footnoted vocabulary was appropriate.

Comparative Study:

Regarded as a very “basic” literature question. Extensive knowledge of
selections was required.

Personal Response Writing:
A good clear task. A good opportunity for students to show creativity,
language and narrative skills.

Organization and Procedure

Markers were assigned specific questions. Answer keys were discussed and an
appropriate marking scheme was agreed upon. The essay answers were scored using the
revised scoring scales proposed by the Marking Board.

Marking Standard and Consistency

There were two chief markers. One chief was responsible for all consistency checks for
the major essay questions. The second chief marker was responsible for all consistency
checks for the short answer questions. Consistency checks were a regular feature of the
marking process. A large number of exams were circulated and then re-circulated to
ensure marking consistency.
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SECTION A - LISTENING
Value 10 %
Value
6% 6. Construct an appropriate thematic statement for the selection “Breaking Bread”.
Support your response with two references from the selection.

Possible themes:

. value or importance placed on hospitality
. some consideration was given to Bedouin Culture

(other possible legitimate answers)
Possible reference:

. the breaking of uneaten bread
. use of valuable water (baking and washing of feet)

(other possible legitimate references)
Marking Key:

1 mark for thematic statement
2 marks each per reference

Commentary on Response:

This question was answered relatively well, however some students had difficulty stating
a theme.

Common Errors:

. Many students did not give a thematic statement, but a theme subject or cliché.
. Students used unclear/non-specific references to the listening piece.
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Exemplar
Excellent (6/6)

An aDDroorraie themalic statement for this seleclion
could be thyl Lhe {ditions of & Defsons
colture often {imes hquve a Dm/@umd etfect an
ones Q:demw;_ /z lhen the ndffcifdf LS //rs
areqled lo\; his hest, Ne js welcomed whole
t’wfed( Wtn his howe Where he proceeds
o wash’ hs hands and feet. The nirralor
Stoles one of H 1€ Iédscns for this as being
be Cigse %H’ze hosts colture entayls W@l(cf)jf?mﬁ
guests and providing o fhem very “exNavagéin
FOSD( fal H\} %—%‘ 7/6 Sdivie @ hd(f lion 07[
over wﬂelmmn g CH(‘JUOUSI/??(S QN pe s¢en |1
the hosts Ufa;n “hearl u e b nerndin
el more b»%oicf Aftet he insists 4hat hu
Covld ngd Dombu (onmme c‘mumaw the hest
Lolfeﬁ each’ cite dnd bregksein arder 4o prove
10 his avecd thyl he #u/v atlered 1t him
Wf/\i//?jma 2t s /jlwm&)/ Thus gee s il cin

be <em %zﬁu; 1he @@ reputadtion of e hast

collure influent ced Nis Veitment towdrd hys

jéeﬂ‘ 22 /Jraufr;7 Hus Hhamad i ¢ It gnenS #,
¢ rye .

Page 3 of 39 English 3201 Grading Standards June 2005



Exemplar
Good (4/6)
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SECTION B: THE SIGHT PASSAGES
PART 1: Visual - 10%

Instructions: Complete all questions in this section.

Value
6%

11.

Who is a possible target audience for the visual? Provide two references from the
visual to support your answer.

Target audience:

Children of a younger age was preferred because of visual clues.
Children or adults (or those who relate to them) not a general audience.

Possible reference:

. facial features

. cartoon form

. book’s subject matter
. adult diving figure

(other possible legitimate references)

Marking Key:

2 marks for identifying audience
2 marks each for references

Commentary on Response:

This question was generally well done. Most students were able to identify a fairly
specific target audience as the question asked, most had two reasonable references.

Common Errors:

The most common problems were: using too general a statement for target
audience and not being able to pick out specific characteristics which supported a
target audience.

Students did not “reference” the visual. They discussed the theme or other
aspects but could not relate the visual to the audience which the question had
stipulated.

Students focused on the male figure and interpreted him to be older and
consequently identified adults as all or part of the target audience for the visual.
Students gave three or four references to support their target audience, when only
two were required.
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Exemplar
Excellent (6/6)
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Exemplar
Good (4v2/6)
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PART 11: Prose - 18%

Instructions: Complete all questions in this section.

Value
6%

Marking Key:

18.

Explain why the title of the selection is effective, using two specific references to
the selection.

Possible reasons:

shows the contrast of the mother’s roles to her daughter
gives the subject/ topic

introduces the theme

develops the conflict

reinforces character
(other legitimate reasons)

References:

“As a five year old | didn’t realize - and I don’t think my mother realized -
that she was teaching me about love. We thought we were just fooling
around.”

“Mom was my fan, too, when | would race against Betty and Letty
Landers, the indomitable twins at Cedarbrook Country Club in our
minitown of Blue Bell, Pennsylvania.”

“Mom was also my teammate:...”

“Competition is about passion for perfection, and passion for other people
who join in the impossible quest.”

“In sports, as in love, one can never pretend.”

“I complain that she must have cheated. She splashes me. | dunk her.

We laugh a lot. And I think, yes, this must be love.”
(other legitimate references)

6 marks for 2 references from the selection showing how each reference applies to the
title, “My Mother, My Rival.”

3 marks for stating 2 references with no elaboration

2 marks if references were applied to statement

1 mark for reference

Commentary on Response:

This question was generally done well by most students.
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Common Errors:

. Students focused on the rivalry between mother and daughter and not on the
lessons that were being taught by the mother.
. When referencing theme as a reason for the title’s effectiveness, students missed
the theme, that rivalry leads to love.
Exemplar
Excellent (6/6)
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Exemplar
Good (4/6)
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Value
6%  19. Explain two ways the author has made the concluding paragraph effective.
(Paragraph 19).

Possible answers:

. ties together the beginning and end of piece (closing by return)
. thesis restatement
. short emphatic sentences

(other legitimate answers)
Marking Key:
6 marks for two references and elaboration
4 marks for one reference and elaboration
3 marks each for the two ways

Commentary on Response:

. This question was answered poorly. The purpose of the concluding paragraph was
not clear to many students. This was a good clear language based question.

Common Errors:

. Students focused on theme rather than on purpose/structure of the concluding
paragraph.

. Students wrote a plot summary.

. Students were unaware of the methods of conclusion.

. Students repeated their answer from the previous question.
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Exemplar
Excellent (6/6)
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Exemplar
Good (4/6)
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PART 111: Poetry - 12%

Instructions: Complete all questions in this section.
Value
7%  25. State a theme for this poem. Support your theme with two specific references
from the poem
Possible themes:
. nature as a teacher versus books, study
. value of nature compared to books
(other legitimate themes)
Marking Key:
2 marks for thematic statement
2 marks each for references
1 mark for language structure
Commentary on Response:

This questions was answered adequately. Students had difficulty constructing a thematic
statement.

Common Errors:

. Students confused “theme” with “subject” and “tone”.

. Students did not write thematic statements but offered clichés as themes.

. Students discussed nature/the environment and the outdoors without the
connection to books and study.

. Some language issues, e.g, a lot often spelled alot, confusion about the correct use

of there/their or to/too/two; improper sentence structure and incorrect paragraph
structure were noted as problems.
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Exemplars
Excellent 7/7
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Exemplar
Excellent (7/7)
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Exemplar
Good (6/7)

(7O PKe NP e HoA . ?ﬁ@r\m :
(he Hhod we sheorld U@Q@%;l— m@ﬂ
[SL0V,Y) Leadmz/u) we. con~ LQarh/%DvQ 'tarem nqﬁrp_
thor we tendd over Loann fron beelks.
rﬂ’\a_ M%@cﬁwﬁms Ctz:gfm_q_' L\-QQ/\J “J‘(f\o_
My lite S Maese wisdont [a [+.7 5 e
1%(.0 l}MS OLO/YVL&WS‘}Y'O.%%W DDQ’J’ /s Gpam’t}/.’:ig
e Lils ~and IS Hrome, He i 4opfing oS
Yot e Blmclil pu‘i‘olEWne&m}Q‘e@k’z‘%OL
@ oudt Ny nochi i 4o USM-I—D‘}M_I:}@LS
5{,—%, TNeAs 1S ragie St doaaa. SRAnDh:
lcnnm\.&o[%,o_"f’b b.e’FDur\cl ) V\oj’\,u’@, %n‘f‘hﬂ/\.o.
(S in Cl/v\,«a bepl . u-)e%gko_afﬂ So muci
o e birds g nd the tees - Fonly we
ure;:,Qd Poyt il ortien . =
e mat N frwlrﬂor'{‘mm"r r?CLr—"' g‘P Hro A

whon Hao PO*E’;{" Sa,%s - Sl'we,eﬁ— VS e fc:)fe c_oE.«Cﬂ’\-
Nechure bm\%a; eur mocldling jnle [(ocf misshages
the b@ajwlfioos ’JCDVW}S of Hunes.® This secfisn
eplains that with ol of cun )z?oo}i-leamin&

OCCU 3@.@:«‘!&;\, We see. f\-foqs dff»sec-‘—;.f;an%&j
y (@
bml@g;ﬂ lgbs) qudr wWe NeaAa 9e out amd unteh

Page 17 of 39 English 3201 Grading Standards June 2005



10%

PART IV ( SIGHT PASSAGES - CONNECTIONS)

26. In two well-developed paragraphs, compare and contrast the two opinions
expressed about learning in the poetry selection “The Tables Turned” and the
visual, ‘Dive into Books’. Support your answer with specific references to the
visual and the poem.

. a minimum of two paragraphs but not limited
. an introductory sentence which indicated the focus of the question or
connecting sentence
. a discussion of the similarities and differences in views
Similarities:

learning (both support)
tone
rise or nature

Differences:

books (good and bad uses)

audience

Proof of the comparison of the importance of learning

. Poem, “Let nature be your teacher”, “. . . Bring with you a heart /
that watches and others receives”

. Visual, the man is pleased to drive into the book / the other figures

are happy to read (and others)
(other legitimate references)

Proof of the joyful / light-hearted tone

. Poem, “a freshening lustre mellow”, “how sweet his music!”,
“truth breathed by cheerfulness”, and the use of
exclamation points (and others); Diction: “lustre”, “blithe”,
“sweet”

. Visual, pleased expressions, humourous cartoonish figures (and

others)
(other legitimate references)

Proof of the use of nature / importance of nature

. Poem, “Come, heart he woodland linnet”, “how blithe the throstle
sings” (‘and others)
. Visual, ocean creatures / ocean setting / shells etc.

(other legitimate references)
Proof of the contrast about books

. Poem, “Quit your books!”, “Why all this toil and trouble!”, “We
murder to dissect” (and others)
. Visual, Man is diving into the book ( is happy), Other characters

are happy to read
(other legitimate references)
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Marking Key :

References from the text had to confirm two opinions.
Summary could obtain a 5, if it cited references from selections.

Marking scheme was as follows:

2 marks for stating and explaining comparison

1 mark for example of comparison from poem

1 mark for example of comparison from visual

2 marks for stating and explaining contrast

1 mark for example of contrast from poem

1 mark for example of contrast from visual

2 marks for mechanics (sentences, organization, vocabulary, conventions)

Commentary on Response:
This question was not well done.

Common Errors:

. Students contrasted the pieces and left out the comparison portion. As well, many
students gave their opinions which was not part of the question.

. Students were not supplying evidence to support ideas from each selection.

. References used for support were too general.

. Student answers were poorly written, poorly organized and showed a lack of

understanding of the selections and the question.
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SECTION C - COMPARATIVE STUDY

25%

217.

In literature, conflict is often used to contribute to the development of theme.
Withe reference to on dramatic play and another text from the prescribed novels,
write a multi-paragraph essay supporting this statement.

A holistic scoring scale was used to grade this question.

Commentary on Response:

This question was generally well done. However, students had difficulty stating a theme.

Common Errors:

Students often simply provided a plot summary and used limited references to the
texts.

Students confused details about The Theban Plays.

Students quoted but did not elaborate on references.

Students did not link the theme to conflict.

Essay were organized poorly, the introductions and conclusions needed work.
There were also problems with mechanics, e.g., spelling, variant endings, s/v agr;
use of preposition, sentence structure - run on, fragments, punctuation, misplaced
modifiers.
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SECTION D - PERSONAL RESPONSE WRITING (15%)

15% 28. “Experience is a hard teacher because she gives the test first, the lessons
afterwards.” Write a narrative account of a personal experience from which you
learned a valuable lesson. Make reference to the quote in your account.

A holistic scoring scale was used to grade this question.
Commentary on Response:

This question was adequately answered.

Common Errors:

. Students did not reference the quote.

. Students had difficulty with the narrative style. They wrote expository essays,
and/or comparison/contrast.

. Some language issues, e.g., spelling, punctuation, poor paragraph division.
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English Scoring Scale
Criteria
Literature Score Language Score
content displays an outstanding knowledge of 9-10 | » introduction is compelling 9-10
subject matter » conclusion reinforces unity in a compelling
choice of content is consistently clear, specific way
and serves to answer the question e structure (response is nearly flawless with
selections are consistently supported with ideas that are logically sequenced and
detailed references that relate to the task developed)
(quotes...) * mechanics (response is almost error-free)
content displays a strong knowledge of subject 7-8 |« introduction is strong 7-8
matter « conclusion is strong, clear, and unified
choice of content is usually clear, specific and e structure (response is strong with ideas that
serves to answer the question are logically sequenced and developed
selections are strongly supported with references despite some evidence of disunity)
that relate to the task ( quotes...) « mechanics ( strong grasp of conventions
with some errors present)
content displays a satisfactory knowledge of 5-6 |« introduction has a general sense of direction
subject matter ¢ conclusion reinforces unity but tends to be
choice of content is frequently clear, specific routine
and serves to answer the question e structure (response is generally focused
selections are sometimes supported with with flow sometimes interrupted)
references « mechanics (even though errors are present,
there is a good grasp of conventions and
flow is maintained)
content displays a limited knowledge of subject 3-4 [+ introduction is not always clear and has 3-4
matter little direction
choice of content is sometimes clear, specific « conclusion, although present, is limited and
and serves to answer the question does little to tie the piece together
selections are rarely supported with references « structure (response is limited and coherence
falters frequently)
e anorganized summary is provided and is
somewhat connected to the task
« mechanics (errors are frequent and
beginning to affect readability)
content displays an unclear knowledge of 0-2 |« introduction is unclear and has no direction 0-2
subject matter « conclusion is unconnected or does not exist
choice of content is rarely clear, specific and e structure (there is no flow and coherence)
serves to answer the question e asummary is presented but has no
selections are never supported with references connection to the task
e mechanics ( errors are making readability
impossible)
_— ,
15% 10%
......... 45|55.........8|8.........122 3 ...........3|55..........55 8 ........... 8
......... 5/{6..........9]85.......12535.........35(|6 ............6|85.........85
.......... 6(65........95]9........135 |4 ...........4]65..........65]|9...........9
........ 657 ........105]95........ 14 |45.........45 |7 ............7T195.........95
......... 75(75........11]10........135|5...........5|756..........75 |10 ......... 10
TOTAL (25 %) - Literature + Language
Literature (15 %) Language (10 %)
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Personal Response Scoring Scale

Criteria

Score

format displays an outstanding knowledge of the writing form

outstanding awareness of audience, purpose and tone are present

voice is clearly apparent and compelling

mechanics (response is almost error-free)

content is relevant and outstanding (appropriate supporting evidence is present and
develops the ideas relating to the task)

organization and structure are displayed in an outstanding manner

9-10

format displays a strong knowledge of the writing form

strong awareness of audience, purpose and tone are present

voice is usually apparent and strong

mechanics (strong grasp of conventions with some errors present)

content is relevant and strong (appropriate supporting evidence is usually present and
develops the ideas relating to the task)

organization and structure are displayed in a strong manner

format displays a satisfactory knowledge of the writing form

general awareness of audience, purpose and tone are present

voice is frequently apparent and is sometimes compelling

mechanics (even though errors are present, there is a good grasp of conventions and flow
is maintained)

content is frequently relevant and satisfactory (appropriate supporting evidence is
frequently present and usually develops the ideas relating to the task)

organization and structure are displayed in a satisfactory manner

format displays a limited knowledge of the writing form

limited awareness of audience, purpose and tone are present

voice is sometimes apparent and is occasionally compelling

mechanics (errors are frequent and beginning to affect readability)

content is sometimes relevant and somewhat satisfactory(appropriate supporting evidence
is sometimes present and sometimes develops the ideas relating to the task)

organization and structure are displayed in a limited manner

format displays a very limited knowledge of the writing form

very limited awareness of audience, purpose and tone are present

voice is rarely apparent and is not compelling

mechanics (errors are making readability impossible)

content is rarely relevant and not satisfactory (appropriate supporting evidence is rarely
present and rarely develops the ideas relating to the task)

organization and structure are displayed in a very limited manner

15%

Page 37 of 39 English 3201 Grading Standards June 2005



ENGLISH 3201
ITEM ANALYSIS
SELECTED - RESPONSE (PART 1)

Responses
Item Answer A B C D
% % % %

1 A 90.7 8.6 0.1 0.5
2 D 27.2 4.0 6.5 62.2
3 A 70.1 141 14.8 0.9
4 A 52.7 10.9 28.2 7.6
5 C 0.4 16.3 81.1 21
7 A 67.4 14 27.0 4.0

D 9.5 335 141 42.3
9 C 41 25 925 0.6
10 B 55 57.8 0.8 35.7
12 B 10.0 40.2 33.1 16.0
13 C 22.1 25.7 44.4 7.1
14 A 76.1 8.0 4.8 10.5
15 C 25 6.7 81.2 9.2
16 B 2.0 76.0 10.6 10.9
17 A 92.8 0.5 5.1 1.0
20 C 3.1 15 87.9 6.6
21 A 97.2 0.9 0.1 1.1
22 A 42.0 30.2 22.8 4.2
23 C 40.6 11.8 40.0 6.9
24 D 0.9 5.8 16.1 76.3
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Subtest Score

80

70 A

60 -

50 A

40 A

30 1

20

10

ENGLISH 3201
ITEM ANALYSIS
CONSTRUCTED - RESPONSE (PART 11)

6. 4527 5 3.1
11. 4527 6 4.4
18. 4527 6 3.9
19. 4527 6 2.7
25. 4527 7 3.9
26. 4527 10 5.5
217. 4527 25 14.7
28. 4527 15 9.6
English 3201
Provincial Results
June 2005

70
67
I I 59 I

Visual Prose Poetry Sight Pass.
Connections

Comparative
Study

59

Personal
Response
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