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English 3201 Grading Standards
June 2006

PRE-MARKING APPRAISAL

The exam was found to be fair in terms of length, content, level of language and outcomes
measured.

Listening: Passage was timely and linked to the personal experience of the student.

Visual: Combination of written text and visual images worked well.

Poetry: Clearly understood poem. 

Prose: Well presented. Footnoted vocabulary was appropriate. 

Comparative Study: Extensive knowledge of selections was needed. 

Personal Response: Topic was easy to relate to and write about for students. 

Organization and Procedure

Markers were assigned specific questions. Answer keys were discussed and an
appropriate marking scheme was agreed upon by the markers. The essay answers were scored
using the scales found at the conclusion of this document.

Marking Standard and Consistency

There were two chief markers. One chief was responsible for all consistency checks for
the major essay questions. The second chief marker was responsible for all consistency
checks for the short answer questions. Consistency checks were ongoing during the
marking process. 



2

SECTION A - LISTENING
Value 10 %

Value
6% 6. The speaker states that Canadians prize freedom above all. Using one example

from the speech and one from personal experience, explain why freedom is so
precious to you as a Canadian.

Possible references from selection:

• “draped in barbed wire”
• “dictatorship”
• “ancestors were slaves”
• “a country not afraid to tear down walls of prejudice:”
• “would defy anyone who would try to take it [freedom] away”
• “standard bearers”[youth] 

(other possible legitimate references)

Possible examples from personal experience: 

• traveled
• met someone
• read about it
• reviewed on TV

(other possible legitimate experiences)

Commentary on Response:

Generally, students gave examples from the speech and from personal
experiences. Some students were able to link the quote and explanation with their
personal experiences.

Students:

• referred only to personal experiences.
• dealt with the text but did not provide a personal experience.
• did not use realistic examples when relating personal experiences.
• only gave vague personal examples.
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SECTION B: THE SIGHT PASSAGES (50%)
PART 1: Visual - 10%

Instructions: Complete all constructed-response questions in this section.

Value
  6% 11. State a possible message for the visual. Using one specific reference to the written

text and one specific reference to the visual images, explain how the artist has
used each element to promote this message.

Possible themes:

• Allow players to play the game.
• Enjoy the beauty of the game.
• People play the game for different reasons
• There are a number of things to make the game work.
• Hockey is dreams, money, and rules.
• Respect the different points of view represented in the game.
• Pressure and blame take the fun out of hockey.

(other possible legitimate themes)

Marking Key:

• 1 mark for theme
• 2 marks for references
• 3 marks for explanation

Students:

• failed to integrate all elements of the visual to relay a message. They actually
“fragmented” the text, by looking at one aspect only. 

• failed, when specific references were provided, to explain how the references
connected to, or supported, the message.
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Exemplars
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PART 11: Poetry - 11%

Value
  5% 17. Explain how the poet’s use of diction is effective in the line:

“Our fiercest loves, and great desires
  are in our souls, our inner fires.” (Lines 15, 16)

Possible Answers:

• Discuss specific words, e.g. “fiercest loves”, “great desires”, “inner fires” and
show how these affect the meanings of loves, desires, fires, (i.e. add strength
to description).

• Show how diction reinforces theme, author’s purpose, and creates strong
images.

Marking Key:

• 3.5 marks for explanation of the use of words : “fiercest loves”, “great
desires”, “inner fires” 

• 1.5 marks for discussing to what “diction” refers.

Commentary on Response:

This question was not answered well.  Students continue to have trouble with
diction. Many did not know what it is and just explained the meaning of the lines. 

Students: 

• refered to rhyme and rhythm as a means to answer a “diction” question.
• discussed “theme” as opposed to diction.
• did not use specific references when answering the question.
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Exemplars
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PART 111 (SIGHT PASSAGES-CONNECTIONS)

Value
 10% 18. In two well-developed paragraphs, contrast the two views of achievement

conveyed in the poem “Live Your Dreams” and the visual. Support your answer
with one specific reference to the poem and one specific reference to the visual.

Poem:

• achievement means making your dreams come true
• achievement and hard work will pay off
• achievement means different things at different ages
• do what you love
• stay true to yourself

(other legitimate responses)

Visual:

• achievement in hockey should be fun
• achievement may mean “big” salary
• achievement in hockey involves dreams
• hockey takes hard work

(other legitimate responses)

Commentary on Response:

This question was answered adequately.  Contrast was generally understood.
Connections were good and references adequate.

Students: 

• did not use “specific references”.  
• did not sufficiently develop ideas/points.
• gave both “similarities and differences”.
• wrote one paragraph, using personal references versus references to the

selection.
• wrote two separate paragraphs and did not make a transition between the

poem and visual.



13

Exemplars
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PART IV (PROSE)

Value
  8% 25. The author uses chronological order to develop this essay. With two references to

the selection, identify the author’s purpose and comment on the effectiveness of
using chronological order to establish the purpose.

Possible Answers:

• quotations from two different parts of prose to show passing of time, linked to
author’s purpose, to showi that “Excavating Rachel’s Room” involved more
than simply getting rid of the “junk”; it was a rite of passage for the parents

• References could show that the moving through the stuff in the room, the
passage of time and how Rachel grew up. 

Possible references may include:

• Specific references to time: paragraph 1 “eighteenth birthday”, paragraph 2
“We take a few days off”, paragraph 7  “The first few hours are easy”,
paragraph 22  “The weeks go by”, paragraph 30 “autumn comes”

• Paragraph 1, to establish the time, “With her eighteenth birthday near, Rachel
has moved to Boston leaving her room and the cleaning of it to us...”

• Paragraph 3, “The room - well - undulates.  It stands as a shrine to
questionable taste....” to show the present state of the room.

• Paragraph 9, to show how the parents are changing, “Moving down the layers,
we begin to undergo a transformation.” Then paragraph 10. to reinforce the
change and the author’s purpose, “Slowly, we change from rough-and-tumble
scavengers to gentle archeologists.”

• Examples of toys for the various stages of Rachel’s childhood, paragraph 14,
“Barbie”, paragraph 15, “Twister”... then pictures and keepsakes, paragraph
16.

• Paragraph 24, acceptance by the parents reinforcing author’s purpose, “Order
has replaced life”, also paragraph 28 “Regrets? A few...”,  paragraph 29
“Victories?  A few...”

• Paragraph 32
(other possible legitimate references)
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Students: 

• did not provide appropriate references and/or did not link to thesis/argument.
• were confused with theme, point of view, chronological order with coherence.
• often provided the meaning of the quotes, but did not say how they were

effective.
• were “unaware” of effective concluding sentences.
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Exemplars
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Value
  10% 26. Using two specific references, show how the speaker’s feelings changed from the

beginning to the end of the selection.

Possible answers may include: 

• Paragraph 5, “Trash bag in hand, we start at the door and work inward, tough-
minded.” shows the parents’ determination and single-mindedness to that task
of cleaning the room

• Paragraph 7, “The first few hours are easy”. Again the parents are focused on
the task

• Paragraph 9, “we undergo a transformation” begins to show how the parents’
feeling are starting to change, then paragraph 10, “Slowly, we change from
rough-and-tumble scavengers to gentle archaeologist.”  

• Paragraph 11, the parents acknowledge their change in feelings, “Tough-
mindedness has turned to drippy sentimentality.”

• Paragraph 19, “I have strange feeling though.”
• Paragraph 28, “regrets? A few.  I wish...” the father acknowledges the things

he would have done better, and more often.
• Paragraph 29, “Victories?  A few.”: The father talks about the things he is

proud about. The prose ends with sentimental advice, “Go well, Rachel
Elizabeth, my daughter...”  

Students:

• sometimes used too much summary.
• used inappropriate quotes.
• identified the speaker as the mother or a sibling instead of the father.
• incorrectly thought the speaker was happy that his daughter was gone and that

they had a really bad relationship.
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Exemplars
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SECTION C - COMPARATIVE STUDY

  25% 27. A character’s goals and ambitions often come into conflict with those around
him/her. With reference to one longer play and one novel from the prescribed list
below, show how a major character from each selection experiences conflict with
society because of his/her goals and ambitions.

A holistic scoring scale was used to grade this response. 

Commentary on Response:

This question was answered adequately.  The basic essay format and the using of
quotes was observed in the majority of responses.  Generally, students wrote more
than in previous years.

Students: 

• were unfamiliar with the details of the texts; they cited general references.
• essays lacked appropriate structure and connectedness between the works.

Mechanical and grammatical errors were present in much of the writing.
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Exemplars
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SECTION D - PERSONAL RESPONSE WRITING (15%)

15% 28. “The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” -Eleanor
Roosevelt.

Write an expository essay in which you explain and illustrate the truth behind this
statement.

A holistic scoring scale was used to grade this response. 

Students: 

• did not write in essay format.  Many wrote one paragraph pieces.
• responses were often repetitive explanations instead of using variation with

examples.
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Exemplars
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English Scoring Scale

Criteria

Literature
• content displays an outstanding knowledge of

subject matter
• choice of content is consistently clear, specific

and serves to answer the question
• selections are consistently supported with

detailed references that relate to the task
(quotes...)

Score
9 - 10

Language
• introduction is compelling
• conclusion reinforces unity in a compelling

way
• structure (response is nearly flawless with

ideas that are logically sequenced and
developed)

• mechanics (response is almost error-free)

Score
9 - 10

• content displays a strong knowledge of subject
matter

• choice of content is usually clear, specific and
serves to answer the question

• selections are strongly supported with references
that relate to the task ( quotes...)

7 - 8 • introduction is strong
• conclusion is strong, clear, and unified
• structure (response is strong with ideas that

are logically sequenced and developed
despite some evidence of disunity)

• mechanics ( strong grasp of conventions
with some errors present)

7 - 8

• content displays a satisfactory knowledge of
subject matter

• choice of content is frequently clear, specific
and serves to answer the question

• selections are sometimes supported with
references

5 - 6 • introduction has a general sense of direction
• conclusion reinforces unity but tends to be

routine
• structure (response is generally focused

with flow sometimes interrupted)
• mechanics (even though errors are present,

there is a good grasp of conventions and
flow is maintained)

• content displays a limited knowledge of subject
matter

• choice of content is sometimes clear, specific
and serves to answer the question

• selections are rarely supported with references

3 - 4 • introduction is not always clear and has
little direction

• conclusion, although present, is limited and
does little to tie the piece together

• structure (response is limited and coherence
falters frequently)

• an organized summary is provided and is
somewhat connected to the task

• mechanics (errors are frequent and
beginning to affect readability)

3 - 4

• content displays an unclear knowledge of
subject matter

• choice of content is rarely clear, specific and
serves to answer the question

• selections are never supported with references

0 - 2 • introduction is unclear and has no direction
• conclusion is unconnected or does not exist
• structure (there is no flow and coherence)
• a summary is presented but has no

connection to the task
• mechanics ( errors are making readability

impossible)

0 - 2
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15% 10%

3 . . . . . . . . . 4.5
3.5 . . . . . . . . . 5
4 . . . . . . . . . . 6
4.5 . . . . . . . . 6.5
5 . . . . . . . . . 7.5

5.5 . . . . . . . . . 8
6 . . . . . . . . . . 9
6.5 . . . . . . . . 9.5
7 . . . . . . . . 10.5
7.5 . . . . . . . . 11

8 . . . . . . . . . 12
8.5 . . . . . . . 12.5
9 . . . . . . . . 13.5
9.5 . . . . . . . . 14
10 . . . . . . . . 15

3 . . . . . . . . . . . 3
3.5 . . . . . . . . . 3.5
4 . . . . . . . . . . . 4
4.5 . . . . . . . . . 4.5
5 . . . . . . . . . . . 5

5.5 . . . . . . . . . . 5.5
6 . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
6.5 . . . . . . . . . . 6.5
7 . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
7.5 . . . . . . . . . . 7.5

8 . . . . . . . . . . . 8
8.5 . . . . . . . . . 8.5
9 . . . . . . . . . . . 9
9.5 . . . . . . . . . 9.5
10 . . . . . . . . . 10

TOTAL (25 %) - Literature + Language

Literature (15 %) Language (10 %) 

Personal Response Scoring Scale

Criteria Score

• format displays an outstanding knowledge of the writing form
• outstanding awareness of audience, purpose and tone are present
• voice is clearly apparent and compelling
• mechanics (response is almost error-free)
• content is relevant and outstanding (appropriate supporting evidence is present and develops the ideas

relating to the task)
• organization and structure are displayed in an outstanding manner

9 - 10

• format displays a strong knowledge of the writing form
• strong awareness of audience, purpose and tone are present
• voice is usually apparent and strong
• mechanics (strong grasp of conventions with some errors present)
• content is relevant and strong (appropriate supporting evidence is usually present and develops the ideas

relating to the task)
• organization and structure are displayed in a strong manner

7 - 8

• format displays a satisfactory knowledge of the writing form
• general awareness of audience, purpose and tone are present
• voice is frequently apparent and is sometimes compelling
• mechanics (even though errors are present, there is a good grasp of conventions and flow is maintained)
• content is frequently relevant and satisfactory (appropriate supporting evidence is frequently present and

usually develops the ideas relating to the task)
• organization and structure are displayed in a satisfactory manner

5 - 6

• format displays a limited knowledge of the writing form
• limited awareness of audience, purpose and tone are present
• voice is sometimes apparent and is occasionally compelling
• mechanics (errors are frequent and beginning to affect readability)
• content is sometimes relevant and somewhat satisfactory(appropriate supporting evidence is sometimes

present and sometimes develops the ideas relating to the task)
• organization and structure are displayed in a limited manner

3 - 4

• format displays a very limited knowledge of the writing form
• very limited awareness of audience, purpose and tone are present
• voice is rarely apparent and is not compelling
• mechanics (errors are making readability impossible)
• content is rarely relevant and not satisfactory (appropriate supporting evidence is rarely present and rarely

develops the ideas relating to the task)
• organization and structure are displayed in a very limited manner

0 - 2

15 %



70

3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.5
3.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
4.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.5
5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.5

5.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
6.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.5
7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.5
7.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
8.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.5
9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.5
9.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
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TABLE 1
ENGLISH 3201 ITEM ANALYSIS

SELECTED-RESPONSE (PART I)

Item Answer

Responses

A B C D

% % % %

1 D 6.3 10.3 4.8 78.1

2 C 0.9 0.7 89.0 9.1

3 C 5.7 4.2 87.8 2.0

4 A 54.7 18.5 10.5 15.7

5 B 0.8 96.0 1.5 1.4

7 D 6.7 56.5 4.6 32.1

8 A 44.2 22.7 29.5 3.2

9 D 13.4 20.7 4.5 60.9

10 C 16.5 14.5 49.0 19.4

12 C 7.7 2.2 85.1 4.5

13 C 27.8 17.1 35.0 19.5

14 A 94.5 1.0 0.8 3.4

15 C 2.0 14.1 54.5 29.1

16 B 2.0 85.1 9.0 3.4

19 D 5.2 2.1 20.7 71.4

20 A 88.0 1.2 10.2 0.3

21 C 14.6 13.4 64.1 7.4

22 A 81.2 6.3 1.5 10.6

23 B 19.0 61.3 8.3 11.0

24 B 9.6 65.7 17.3 6.9
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TABLE 2
ENGLISH 3201 ITEM ANALYSIS

CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE (PART II)

Item Students 
Completing Item Value Average

6 4524 5 3.0

11 4524 6 3.0

17 4524 5 2.3

18 4524 10 6.2

25 4524 8 5.3

26 4524 6 5.0

27 4524 25 14.0

28 4524 15 8.3


