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English 3201  
Grading Standards 

June 2008 
 
 

 
Pre- Marking Appraisal 
 
The exam was found to be fair in terms of length, content, level of language and outcomes 
measured. 
 
Visual:  The visual was straightforward.  It was clear and connected to the visual elements on the 
list of examinable terms. 
 
Prose:   A fair selection for this grade level.  The questions were both content and language 
based. 
 
Poetry:  The poem was fair and related to the prose selection.  As well, the questions were 
appropriate. 
 
Comparative Study: Extensive knowledge of longer plays and prescribed texts was needed. 
 
Personal Response:  Students could easily relate to the topic and develop specific examples 
from their lives. 
 
 
Post Marking Report 
 
Marking Standards: Consistency and Reliability Checks 
 
Markers were assigned specific questions.  Answer keys were discussed and an appropriate 
marking scheme was agreed upon.  The essay answers were scored using the holistic scales 
found at the end of this document. 
 
There was one chief marker and two associate chief markers. These markers were responsible for 
ongoing consistency checks as well as some scoring duties.  
 
Consistency checks were conducted in a variety of ways.  All markers used their initials on the 
exams they graded.  This served as an identification point for re-scoring.  Markers were asked to 
grade at least five pieces in order to check the reliability of the answer keys.  Fifty exams were 
also randomly drawn from all of the English 3201 exams and marked before the formal 
provincial scoring began.  These exams were then placed back into circulation and corrected 
again. Other reliability checks included sheet marking, individual checks, cross marker checks 
and table scoring. 
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Section A: Sight Passages (60%) 
 
Part I Visual – 12% 
  
Value 
6%   
 
7.    With specific references, explain how two visual elements contribute to the overall 

message of the visual. 
 
Key Points: 
 

• The message of the visual is to encourage young people to volunteer. 
• Volunteering is undertaken for a variety of reasons. 
• Visual elements could include:  

the hand in the visual which tells the viewer to stop and think about the importance of 
the message. 
the focal point on the hand; the word “because.” 
the word “because” implies there are many reasons for volunteering. 
the young person with the phrase “I volunteer.” 

• Other visual elements that could be referenced and explained include position, 
background, facial features, purpose, medium, balance and contrast. 

 
 
Grading Key: 
 

• 2 marks for identification of visual elements 
• 2 marks for explanation  / supporting evidence 
• 2 marks for development of idea(s) / message 

 
 
 
Strengths 
 
Students 
 

• Provided references and discussed the visual / technical elements correctly. 
• Used the selected response questions to correctly analyze and discuss the visual. 
• Demonstrated the strong use of transitions. 
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Weaknesses 
 
Students 
 

• Did not discuss the message of visual. 
• Vaguely stated the message of the visual. 
• Were unfamiliar with terms associated with viewing. 
• Discussed the purpose rather than the message of the visual. 
• Incorrectly used the selected response questions to analyze and discuss the visual. 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
6 / 6 
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 Exemplar 
Good 
4 / 6 
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Part II Prose – 21% 
 
Value 
6%   
 
17.    Has the experience described in “Going Home” changed the narrator?  Support your 

position using two examples from the selection. 
 
 
Key Points: 
 

• “I just went home.” ---Words cannot explain how s/he feels.  S/he is lost in thought and is 
reflective. He has been transfixed/ transformed by what he has seen, felt and learned. 

•  “She came and took me home and I forgot about it;” and, “When I came out, he was 
gone. I just went home.”  “I forgot about it” is dropped in the second line because the 
narrator has not been able to “forget about it” as s/he once did. 

• Answers that suggested that no change had transpired were also accepted if supported. 
 

 
Grading Key: 
 

• 2 marks for identification of examples 
• 2 marks  for evidence to support position 
• 2 marks for development of idea(s) 

 
 
Strengths 
 
Students 
 

•  Used appropriate examples from the passage to support the position taken. 
•  Developed their idea(s). 
•  Distinguished between empathy and sympathy. 

 
 
Weaknesses 
 
Students 
 

• Lacked examples and references. 
• Did not clearly show if a change took place. 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
6 / 6 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
6 / 6 
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Value 
6%  
 
18. Using two specific references, explain how the author’s diction reveals the narrator’s 

character. 
 
 
Key Points: 
 

• The character at the beginning considered himself to be privileged or protected from the 
cruelties of the world. 

• For example, reference was made to “my normal world.” 
• “Normal world” is a protected world.  A protection from the worries that other people 

who are less fortunate than the narrator’s family has. 
• For example, “of course she came” could show the characteristics of being too over 

confident, too self assured, and spoiled. 
• Other examples of diction include: 

“…elitist…” 
“…what they thought of me” 
“Dejected, alone and abandoned, I hung up the phone.” 
“… upper middle class family…” 
“…money to send me to private school.” 
“…two and a half bathrooms …three computers …forty dollar jeans” 
“… carefully selected matching angora sweater…worn once.” 

 
 
Grading Key: 
 

• 1 mark for 1st reference 
• 2 marks for explanation and development of idea(s) 
• 1 mark for 2nd reference 
• 2 marks for explanation and development of idea(s) 

 
 
Strengths 
 
Students 

 
•  Integrated appropriate references in their answers. 
•  Explained and developed their idea(s) using appropriate references. 
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Weaknesses 
 
Students 

 
• Did not address the author’s diction.  
• Failed to reference the story. 
• Didn’t address the question.  
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
6 / 6 
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Exemplar 
Poor 
1 / 6 
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Part III Poetry – 17% 
 
Value 
6%    
 
24.    Using two specific references, explain what mood is evoked in this poem. 
 
Key Points: 
 

• Possible examples of mood include: indifference, fear, discomfort and uneasiness. 
• “…my luck was all bad luck” connotes that meeting this person is considered to be a 

negative, unfortunate incident. 
• “… will watch her die….” The city will watch her die and will not do anything to help, 

assist or rescue.  
 
 
Grading Key: 
 

• 1 mark for the 1st reference 
• 2 marks for explanation and development of idea(s) 
• 1 mark for 2nd reference  
• 2 marks for explanation and development of idea(s) 

 
 
Strengths 
 
Students 
 

• Linked mood to reference. 
• Explained and developed idea(s). 

 
 
Weaknesses 
 
Students 
 

• Used no specific references. 
• Didn’t fully understand the concept of mood. 
• Provided a list of moods with no references. 
• Mixed up the concepts of “author” and “voice.” 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
6 / 6 
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Exemplar 
Good 
4 / 6 
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Exemplar 
Fair 
2 / 6 
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Value 
6%   
 
25.   Evaluate the effectiveness of the title “Bad Luck” by making two specific references 

to the poem. 
 
Key Points: 
 

• One reference which supports the effectiveness of the title “Bad Luck” may include: 
“This week my luck was all bad.”  The narrator thinks s/he is the one with the bad luck; 
whereas, the woman “with the limp” is the one who had a worse situation. 

• A second possible reference to the title “Bad Luck” is   “…this city that bore her and will 
watch her die.” 

 
 
Grading Key: 
 

• 1 mark for 1st reference 
• 2 marks  for evaluation of effectiveness and development of idea(s) 
• 1 mark for 2nd reference 
• 2 marks  for evaluation of effectiveness and development of idea(s) 

 
 
Strengths 
 
Students 

 
• Focused on the title and used appropriate references. 
• Sometimes used arguments to show that the title was not effective.  

 
 
Weaknesses 
 
Students 
 

• Didn’t understand how to address the”effectiveness” portion of the question. 
• Did not focus on the title when developing their answers with appropriate references. 
• Did not provide references. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English 3201 Grading Standards June 2008 18

 
Exemplar 
Excellent 
6 / 6 
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Exemplar 
Good 
4 / 6 
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Part IV Connections – 10% 
 
Value 
10%  
 
26.  In a two paragraph response, compare and contrast the attitudes reflected in the 

prose selection “Going Home” and the poem “Bad Luck.” Use one specific reference 
from each selection to show comparison and one specific reference from each 
selection to show contrast.  

 
 
Key Points: 
 

• Two possible references of comparison include: “He was only sitting, by himself, alone.” 
“The women who walks carrying all the belongings, talking to herself.”  These references 
support the indifferent attitudes toward those less fortunate. 

• Two possible examples of contrast:  “He felt what I’d felt, if not worse, hour after hour, 
day after day, and year after year.”  “… just because you don’t want to meet the woman 
with the limp.”  One reference demonstrates possible empathy; whereas, the other shows 
indifference. 

 
 
Grading Key: 
 

• 2 marks for references to 1st selection 
• 2 marks for references to 2nd selection 
• 3 marks for development of idea(s) regarding comparison 
• 3 marks for development of idea(s)regarding contrast 

 
 
Strengths 
 
Students 
 

• Demonstrated strong organization and appropriate transitions.  
• Clearly developed attitudes for both comparison and contrast. 

 
 
Weaknesses 
 
Students 
 

• Compared or contrasted but did not do both. 
• Did not state the attitude clearly. 
• Did not provide references to support the attitudes. 
• Cited references that did not support the attitudes. 
• Provided plot summaries. 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
10 / 10 
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Exemplar 
Fair 
4 / 10 
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Exemplar 
Poor 
2 / 10 
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Section B – Comparative Study (25%) 

 
 
Value  
25%  
 
27.    Response are marked on the basis of the arguments presented, the specific references 

to works (content) , the organization of the ideas as well as conventions, voice, 
sentence fluency, and word choice.   

  
Authors often choose to create characters that become alienated or isolated from society. 
 
With reference to one longer play and one prescribed text from the list below, show 
how the development of alienated or isolated characters contribute to the 
development of theme in each selection . Use specific references from both works. 

 
 
Answers: 
A holistic grading scale was used to grade this response. 
 
See English Scoring Scale Criteria (Table 1) 
 
 
Strengths 
 
Students 
 

• Provided strong examples of isolation and alienation. 
• Used references effectively. 
• Had well structured answers which focused on theme development. 
 

 
Weaknesses 
 
Students 
 

• Failed to identify and discuss theme. 
• Theme identified did not relate to the topic of alienation / isolation. 
• Used vague generalizations about the selections rather than specific references to 

illustrate knowledge of the texts. 
• Used a statement of topic rather than thematic statements. 
• Emphasized one work “at the expense” of the other. 
• Mixed up characters and novels. 
• Gave a plot summary. 
• Lacked coherence / transition between paragraphs. 

 
 
 
 



English 3201 Grading Standards June 2008 25

 
 
Exemplar 
Excellent 
25 / 25 
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Exemplar 
Good 
20 / 25 
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Section C- Personal Response Writing (15%) 
 
Value  
15% 
 
28. Responses are marked on the basis of the organization of the ideas as well as 

conventions, voice, sentence fluency, and word choice. Students should use the 
provided space for written responses only as a rough guideline for the length. 

 
“If you can’t feed a hundred people, then feed just one.” - Mother Theresa 

 
Write a narrative essay in which you recall a time when you did some small deed that 
made a difference. 

 
 
Answers: 
 
A holistic grading scale was used to grade this response.  
 
See Personal Response Scoring Scale Criteria (Table 2) 

 
 

Strength 
 
Students 
 

• Used specific examples of how they performed a small deed which made a difference in 
someone’s life.  

• Used appropriate conventions and word choice.   
• Presented strong voice in their answers. 

 
 
Weakness 
 
Students 
 

• Failed to connect their responses to the question. 
• Lacked a sense of voice. 
• Misused conventions, sentence fluency and word choice. 
• Wrote expository essays.  
• Never emphasized the “small deeds;” rather, they focused on major life altering 

experiences. 
• Never related the question to the Mother Theresa quote in how they made a difference in 

a person’s life. 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
15 / 15 
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English 3201 Grading Standards June 2008 34

Exemplar 
Good 
10.5 / 15 
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Exemplar 
Fair 
8 / 15 
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Table 1 
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Table 2 
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Table 3 
English 3201  
Item Analysis 

Selected Response (Part 1) 
 
 

Responses 
A B C D Item Answer 
% % % % 

1 C 3.8 19.3 72.8 3.9 
2 B 0.3 93.4 0.7 5.6 
3 D 0.5 1.2 0.4 97.8 
4 D 0.8 1.0 0.3 97.9 
5 D 20.2 0.3 2.0 77.4 
6 D 0.3 0.0 14.8 84.8 
8 D 7.4 11.6 20.4 60.5 
9 D 9.6 7.4 27.2 55.5 
10 C 14.2 4.6 65.4 15.8 
11 C 1.3 31.3 61.8 5.1 
12 D 5.6 3.5 6.2 84.5 
13 A 74.6 2.9 7.3 15.0 
14 A 94.2 1.3 2.9 1.5 
15 B 2.1 78.3 3.2 16.4 
16 B 3.1 94.3 0.5 1.8 
19 C 4.9 11.1 80.8 2.6 
20 D 15.6 11.7 5.2 67.0 
21 D 1.6 6.1 3.8 88.0 
22 C 16.3 11.9 66.7 4.6 
23 A 66.8 19.0 8.1 4.4 

 
Note:  Percentages may not add to 100% due to multiple answers or missing values.
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Table 4 
English 3201  
Item Analysis 

Constructed Response (Part II) 
 
 

 
Item 

Students 
Completing 

Item 

 
Value 

 
Average 

7 4463 6 4.8 
17 4463 6 4.7 
18 4463 6 3.5 
24 4463 6 4.0 
25 4463 6 4.2 
26 4463 10 5.3 
27 4463 25 12.9 
28 4463 15 10.1 

 
 Note:  Percentages may not add to 100% due to multiple answers or missing values. 


