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English 3201 Grading Standards 
June 2009 
 
PRE-MARKING APPRAISAL 
 
The exam was found to be fair in terms of length, content, level of language, and 
outcomes measured. 

 
Visual: The visual was straightforward. It was clear and connected to the visual elements 
from the list of examinable terms. 
 
Poetry: The poem was fair and was clearly understood based on students’ responses 
 
Prose: The prose selection was fair for this grade level. The questions were both content 
and language-based. 
 
Comparative Study: The comparative study question was fair. Extensive knowledge of 
prescribed longer plays and other texts was needed. 
 
Personal Response: The topic was easy to relate to, and write about, for students. 
 
POST-MARKING REPORT 
 
Organization and Procedure 
 
Markers were assigned specific questions. Answer keys were discussed and an 
appropriate marking scheme was agreed upon by the markers. The essay answers were 
scored using the holistic scales found at the conclusion of this document. 
 
Marking Standards and Consistency 
 
There was one chief marker and one associate chief marker. These markers were 
responsible for ongoing consistency checks. The chief marker was responsible for 
consistency checks of all short answer questions. The associate chief marker was 
responsible for all consistency checks for the major essay questions.  
 
To maintain the accuracy of consistency checks, all markers used their initials on the 
exams they graded. This served as an identification point for re-scoring. Markers were 
asked to grade at least five pieces in order to check the reliability of the answer keys. The 
two major essay questions were constantly monitored by the associate chief marker. Sixty 
exams were chosen for consistency checks. After an initial training session using 
strategically chosen exemplars, consistency checks were conducted on all exam items. A 
variety of ways were utilized including sheet marking, individual checks, cross marker 
checks, and table scoring.  
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Consistency Checks for Questions 27 and 28 
 
It was essential that consistency checks were undertaken for Questions 27 and 28 as these 
were key questions on the English 3201 exam, comprising 40 of the100 marks available. 
Consequently, additional exams were circulated to ensure consistency with initial 
training. The Comparative Essay Scoring Scale and the Personal Response Scoring Scale 
currently in use for English 3201 were used to score each question. 
 

Section A: Sight Passages (60%) 
Part I Visual – 6 % 
 
Value 
6%     5. Explain how the theme of this visual is developed using the two      

visual elements of balance and contrast. 
 

Key Points: 
 

• Acceptance of differences 
• Working together despite differences 
• Key words- open-mindedness, equality, cooperation, individuality, equality, 

stereotyping, tolerance, acceptance 
• Balance-ands meeting in middle, equal arm length 
• Contrast – attoos and business suit 

 
Grading Key: 
 

• 2 marks for statement of theme 
• 2 marks for explanation of balance 
• 2 marks for explanation of contrast 

 
Strengths: 
 
Students 
 

• understood the intent of the visual.  
• demonstrated a knowledge of  the visual elements.  

 
Weaknesses: 
 
Students 
 

• used their own elements and disregarded the two elements referenced in the 
question. 

• did not write a statement of theme. 
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Excellent 6 / 6 
Example # 1 
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Excellent 6 /6 
Example # 2 
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Excellent 6 /6 
Example # 3 
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Good 4 /6 
Example # 1 
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Good 4 / 6 
Example # 2 
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Poor 2.5 / 6 
Example # 1 
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Poor 2 / 6 
Example # 2 
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Part II Prose –   12% 
 
Value 
6% 14.   State the author’s purpose in this essay and, with one specific 

reference, explain how sarcasm is used to achieve this purpose.  
 
Key Points: 
 
Purpose may include:  

• to inform, explain, educate 
• to entertain 
• to share a point of view 
• to explore cultural assumptions 
• to mock 
• to emphasize a point 
• to create humour 
• to satirize 

 
Grading Key: 
 

• 2 marks for statement of purpose 
• 2 marks for reference to sarcasm 
• 2 marks for explanation of sarcasm 

 
Strengths: 
 
Students 
 

•  generally understood the essay’s purpose. 
 
Weaknesses: 
 
Students 
 

• did not give a clear statement of purpose. 
• gave general references and wrote a general discussion. 
• gave references not appropriate to purpose. 
• assumed a literal interpretation of the essay. 
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Excellent 6 / 6 
Example # 1 
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Excellent 6 / 6 
Example # 2 
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Excellent 6 / 6 
Example # 3 
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Excellent 6 / 6 
Example # 4 
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Good  4.5  / 6 
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Fair  3 / 6 
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Poor  0 / 6 
Example #1 
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Poor  0 / 6 
Example # 2 
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Value 
6% 15. With two specific references, show how the author effectively uses 

coherence in this prose selection.  
 
Key Points: 
 

• use of transitional words/phrases 
• repetition of key words or their synonyms 
• use of parallelism 
• use of pronoun reference 
• use of closing by return 
• use question and answer as form of logical arrangement  

 
Grading Key: 
 

• 2 marks for method of identification 
• 2 marks for references 
• 2 marks for explanation 

 
Strengths: 
 
Students 
 

•  understood the concept of coherence and the methods of creating coherence. 
 
Weaknesses: 
 
Students 
 

• understood the concept of coherence, but could not apply the methods. 
• labeled references with incorrect method of achieving coherence. 
• confused unity with coherence. 
• confused coherence with chronological order. 
• gave general references as support. 
• did not understand the concept of coherence. 
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Excellent 6 / 6 
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Good  5 / 6 
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Fair 3 / 6 
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Poor 0 /6 
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Part III Poetry – 12% 
 
Value 
6%  24. In your own words, explain the meaning of the following lines: 
 
3%  (a) “But the thing worth doing well done has a shape that satisfies, clean 

and evident.” (Lines 20-21) 
 
Key Points: 
 

• a job well done, anything worth doing is worth doing right 
• a job well done will lead to a sense of satisfaction, accomplishment, personal 

satisfaction 
 
Grading Key: 
 

• 1 ½ marks for explanation of “But the thing worth doing well” 
• 1 ½ marks for explanation of “has a shape that satisfies, clean and evident” 

 
Strengths: 
 
Students 
 

• demonstrated  an understanding of the quote and explained some of the key points 
noted above. 

 
Weaknesses: 
 
Students 
 

•  interpreted the line as meaning the quality of work takes time. 
•  thought it referred to the importance of doing the “right” things in life. 
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Excellent 3 / 3 
Example # 1 
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Excellent 3 / 3 
Example # 2 
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Excellent 3 / 3 
Example # 3 
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Good 2.5 / 3  
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Poor 1.5 / 3 
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3%           24.  (b) “The pitcher cries for water to carry and a person for work that 
is real.” (Lines 25-26) 

 
Key Points: 
 

• A higher end question that asked students to make a connection or show the 
analogy between pitchers and people (both want to fulfill a purpose). 

 
Grading Key: 
 

• 1 mark for interpretation of “the pitcher cries for water to carry” 
• 1 mark for interpretation of “a person for work” 
• 1 mark for interpretation of “that is real” 

 
 
Strengths: 
 
Students 
 

• expressed good comments on the value of work. 
 
 
Weaknesses: 
 
Students 
 

• focused on the aboriginal material in the essay. 
• viewed the pitcher as crying for a person who’s willing to work and carry water as 

opposed to drawing a comparison. 
• omitted the quote “work that is real”. 
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Excellent 3 / 3 
Example # 1 
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Excellent  3 / 3 
Example # 2 
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Excellent 3 / 3 
Example # 3 
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 Poor 1 / 3 
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Value 
6% 25. Identify two examples of figurative language from stanzas 1, 2, or 3, 

and explain how each is used effectively in the poem.  
 
Key Points:  
 
Metaphors:       “field deserters and field deserters” 
                             “jump into work…” 
                             “natives of that elements” 
                             “ox to a heavy cart” 
 
Similes:        “bouncing like half-submerged balls” 
                              “pull like water buffalo” 
                              “common as mud” 
 
Personification:    “a pitcher cries for water” 
 
Hyperbole:            “jump into work” 
 
 
Grading Key:  
 

• 1 mark for identify the specific type of figurative language 
• 2 marks for identify and explaining how the figurative language was used in the 

poem (theme, tone, and atmosphere) 
 
 
 
Strengths: 
 
Students 
 

• who performed well understood the concept figurative language. 
 
Weaknesses: 
 
Students 
 

• had difficulty explaining the use or effectiveness of figurative language.  
• discussed the meaning of the examples, rather than effectiveness. 
• picked alliteration, repetition, and imagery instead of figurative language. 
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Excellent 6 / 6 
Example # 1 
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Excellent 6 / 6 
Example # 2 
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Excellent 6 / 6 
Example # 3 
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Good 5 / 6 
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Good, Fair  4 / 6 
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Part IV Connections – 10% 
 
Value 
10% 26.  Identify the tone present in the essay, “Call of the Weird” and the 

poem “To Be of Use.” Compare how the tone of each selection is 
developed. Support your answer with one specific reference to each work. 

 
Key Points: 
 

• Tone - Prose: sarcasm, anger, frustration, annoyance, humourous, impatience 
• Tone - Poetry: hopeful, admiration, appreciation, optimistic, serious, reflective, 

sincere, gratitude 
• Development – Prose : diction, sarcastic responses, examples, humour, hyperbole,  
• Development – Poetry: diction, imagery, figurative language 

 
Grading Key: 
 

• 2 marks for tone identification  
• 2 marks for method of development  
• 2 marks for applicable quote 
• 2 marks for explanation of quote/tone 
• 2 marks for comparison or contrast 

 
Strengths: 
 
Students 
 

• demonstrated an understanding of tone. 
• used specific references and explained them. 
 
 

Weaknesses: 
 
Students 
 

• made connections that did not relate to tone. 
• wrote ineffective introductory paragraphs. 
• provided quotes that did not support tone. 
• used multiple tones for a selection.  
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Excellent 10 /10 
Example # 1 
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Excellent 10 / 10 
Example # 2 
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Excellent 
Example # 3 
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Good  9 / 10 
Example # 1 
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Good   9 / 10 
Example # 2 
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Good 8 / 10 
Example # 3 
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Good 7/ 10 
Example # 4 
 



English 3201 Grading Standards  June 2009 50 

Section B – Comparative Study (25%) 
 
Value 
25% Response are marked on the basis of the arguments presented, the specific 

references to works (content) , the organization of the ideas as well as 
conventions, voice, sentence fluency, and word choice. 

 
27. With reference to one longer play and one work from the prescribed 
texts below, show how a character has gained valuable insights into 
his/her experiences.  

 
Key Points: 
 

• Students must choose a character from each text.  
• Students must focus on at least two major insights per character. 
• Students must discuss how the character gained these insights with specific 

references to the prescribed texts. 
• Students must make solid references to both texts. (This did not necessarily mean 

quotes, but references must be specific enough to demonstrate a clear 
understanding). 

• Students must use a good introduction and a good conclusion as essay structure is 
an important language component. 

• Students must use a smooth transition from discussion of one text to another. 
• If students only provided an extremely well-written plot summary, they could 

only receive a maximum of 12.5 marks. 
• This was not a process piece, and based on the scoring rubric excellent essays are 

not flawless 
 

 
A holistic grading scale was used to grade this response. 
 
 

See English Scoring Scale Criteria (Table 1) 
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Strengths: 
 
Students 
 

• wrote clear introductions and conclusions. 
• understood what the question required. 
• integrated quotes and specific references. 

 
Weaknesses: 
 
Students 
 

• used vague generalizations about the selections. 
• wrote plot summaries. 
• used side-by-side but provided no links or transitions to create coherence. 
• wrote a comparison of character traits rather than insights. 
• chose characters for which little insights were gained (inappropriate choice of 

characters for the question posed). 
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Excellent 25 / 25 
Example # 1 
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Excellent 25 / 25 
Example #2 
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Excellent 25 / 25 
Example # 3 
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Excellent 25 / 25 
Example # 4 
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Excellent 25 / 25 
Example # 5 
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Excellent 25 / 25 
Example # 6 
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Good 23/25 
Example # 1 
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Good 22 / 25 
Example # 2 
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Good 20 / 25 
Example 3 
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Fair, Poor 12.5 / 25 
Example # 1 
 

 



English 3201 Grading Standards  June 2009 79 



English 3201 Grading Standards  June 2009 80 

Poor 10 / 25 
Example # 2 
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Poor 7 / 25 
Example # 3 
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Section C- Personal Response Writing (15%) 
 
Value 
15% Responses are marked on the basis of the organization of the ideas as well 

as conventions, voice, sentence fluency, and word choice. Students should 
use the provided space for written responses only as a rough guideline for 
the length. 

 
28. Celebrities and sports stars deserve the special status which many in 
society have given them.  

 
In a letter to the editor, agree or disagree using three examples or reasons 
to support your viewpoint.  

 
 
 
 
 
Key Points: 
 
Students 
 

• must write a letter to the editor that included a salutation or title and a closing 
signature. 

• must include a call to action or an implied call to action. 
• must include three reasons or three examples to support the stance taken.  
• explain their reasons/examples.  
• show voice in their writing. 
 

A holistic grading scale was used to grade this response. 
 
See Personal Response Scoring Scale Criteria (Table 2) 
 
Strengths: 
 
Students 
 

• related to and understood the topic. 
• demonstrated good use of voice in their writing. 
• knowledge of or insight into topic was evident.  
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Weakness: 
 
Students 
 

• did not use proper format (salutation or title, and closing signature). 
• did not use a call to action. 
• used less than three examples/reasons. 
• gave examples/reasons without a supporting explanation. 
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Excellent 15 / 15 
Example # 1 
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Excellent 15 / 15 
Example # 2 
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Excellent 15 / 15 
Example # 3 
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Excellent 15 / 15 
Example # 4 
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Good 13 /15 
Example # 1 
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Good  11 / 15 
Example # 2 
 

 



English 3201 Grading Standards  June 2009 95 

 



English 3201 Grading Standards  June 2009 96 

Poor, Fair 7 / 15 
Example # 1 
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Poor 6 / 15 
Example # 2 
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Poor 3.5 / 15 
Example # 3 
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Table 1 
 

 English Scoring Scale Criteria   

 Literature  Score   Language  Score 

•  content displays an outstanding knowledge of  9 - 10  • introduction is compelling  9 - 10 
 subject matter   • conclusion reinforces unity in a compelling   
• choice of content is consistently clear, specific    way   
 and serves to answer the question   • structure (response is nearly flawless with   
• selections are consistently supported with    ideas that are logically sequenced and   
 detailed references that relate to the task    developed)   
   • mechanics (response is almost error-free)   

•  content displays a strong knowledge of subject  7-8  • introduction is strong  7-8 
matter   • conclusion is strong, clear, and unified   

•  choice of content is usually clear, specific and   • structure (response is strong with ideas that   
 serves to answer the question    are logically sequenced and developed   
• selections are strongly supported with references    despite some evidence of disunity)   
 that relate to the task   • mechanics ( strong grasp of conventions   
  with some errors present)   

•  content displays a satisfactory knowledge of  5-6  • introduction has a general sense of direction   
subject matter   • conclusion reinforces unity but tends to be   

• choice of content is frequently clear, specific    routine   
 and serves to answer the question   • structure (response is generally focused   
• selections are sometimes supported with    with flow sometimes interrupted)   
 references   • mechanics (even though errors are present,   
  there is a good grasp of conventions and   
  flow is maintained)   

•  content displays a limited knowledge of subject  3-4  • introduction is not always clear and has  3-4 
matter  little direction 

•  choice of content is sometimes clear, specific   • conclusion, although present, is limited and   
and serves to answer the question    does little to tie the piece together   

• selections are rarely supported with references   • structure (response is limited and coherence   
falters frequently)   

  • an organized summary is provided and is   
somewhat connected to the task   

  • mechanics (errors are frequent and   
  beginning to affect readability)   

•  content displays an unclear knowledge of  0-2  • introduction is unclear and has no direction  0-2 

subject matter   • conclusion is unconnected or does not exist   
• choice of content is rarely clear, specific and   • structure (there is no flow and coherence)   
 serves to answer the question   • a summary is presented but has no   
• selections are never supported with references    connection to the task   
  • mechanics ( errors are making readability   
  impossible)   

 
 15%       10%    

3 ............ .4.5  5.5 ............. 8  8 ............. 12  3 ................. 3  5.5 ............. 5.5  8 ................. 8  
3.5 ............. 5  6 ................ 9  8.5 ....... 12.5  3.5 ........... 3.5  6 ................... 6  8.5 ........... 8.
4 ................ 6  6.5 .......... 9.5  9 .......... 13.5  4 ................. 4  6.5 ............. 6.5  9 ................. 9  
4.5 .......... 6.5  7 ........... 10.5  9.5 .......... 14  4.5 .......... .4.5  7 ................... 7  9.5 ........... 9.5  
5 ............. 7.5  7.5 ........... 11  10 ........... 15  5 ................. 5  7.5 ............. 7.5  10 ............. 10  

  TOTAL (25 %) - Literature + Language     

 Literature (15 %)      Language (10 %)    

 



English 3201 Grading Standards  June 2009 102 

     Table 2 
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Table 3 
English 3201  
Item Analysis 

Selected Response (Part 1) 
 
 

Responses 
A B C D Item Answer 
% % % % 

1 C 21.3 2.1 72.3 4.3 
2 C 4.2 11.0 77.5 7.1 
3 B 0.3         88.5 3.0         8.1 
4 A 42.9 26.6 4.5 25.9 
6 C 17.7 2.9 65.9 13.2 
7 C 2.0 4.4 88.5 4.9 
8 D 1.2 1.0 1.8 95.9 
9 D 4.1 9.7 49.1 37.0 
10 D 19.3 15.5 33.5 31.4 
11 B 10.3 37.8 44.9 6.9 
12 A        60.4 11.9 18.5 9.0 
13 B 3.1 82.6 9.6 4.4 
16 B 31.4 34.2 6.2 27.4 
17 D        4.7 21.0 0.9 72.9 
18 A 75.2 11.3 8.6 4.5 
19 A or C 30.7 18.7 47.4 3.0 
20 A 43.5 18.3 13.1 24.6 
21 C 4.9 10.9 82.9 1.0 
22 D 3.8 2.2 8.5 85.2 
23 B 11.4 30.4 26.1 31.3 

 
Note:  Percentages may not add to 100% due to multiple answers or missing values 
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Table 4 
English 3201  
Item Analysis 

Constructed Response (Part II) 
 
 

 
Item 

Students 
Completing 

Item 

 
Value 

 
Average 

5 4249 6 3.6 
14 4249 6 4.1 
15 4249 6 2.5 

24 a 4249 3 2.2 
24 b 4249 3 1.3 
25 4249 6 3.1 
26 4249 10 5.2 
27 4249 25 14.9 
28 4249 15 10.2 

 
 Note:  Percentages may not add to 100% due to multiple answers or missing values. 

 


