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Grading Standards 
Français 3202 – June 2009 

 
Pre-Marking Appraisal 
 
Markers agreed that the length of the Français 3202 exam was appropriate and that 
students should not have difficulty completing the exam in the allotted time period. 
Markers felt that the passages and questions in each of the four sections of the exam 
reflected the general outcomes of the program and that the format of the exam provided 
reasonable opportunities for student success. It was the opinion of markers that the exam 
was inclusive and that ample emphasis was given to the four (4) sections; speaking, 
listening, reading and writing. Markers commented that the reading comprehension 
passages were accessible and that the adjustment to the format of question 51 should be 
positive for students. 
 
Post Marking Report: 
 
a) Organization and procedure 
 
On the first day of the Marking Board, markers carefully reviewed the exam and possible 
answers for all questions were discussed. The marking grids for Section C were based on 
the ‘Grille du rendement de la production écrite’ from the Table of Specifications for 
Français 3202, and the marking grids from 2008 were maintained. Appropriate values 
were assigned for the correction of compositions, according to the breakdown of 60% for 
content and 40% for form. 
 
b) Marking Standard and Consistency 
 
The Oral Production section was graded by teachers of Français 3202, according to the 
‘Grille du rendement de la production orale’, as found in the Table of Specifications (see 
Appendix B). A representative sample of interviews from schools was reviewed and 
documented, and procedural items were noted as part of this report for the benefit of 
teachers of Français 3202. 
 
Section A (Listening Comprehension) and Section B (Reading Comprehension) were 
both machine-scored according to the answer key agreed upon by markers. 
 
For Section C (Written Production), marker reliability was verified by obtaining a 
random sample of 25 papers that were distributed throughout the marking board, and 
marks for each of the two questions (#51 & #52) were assigned on a separate recording 
sheet. The 25 papers were returned to the original pile of exams and were corrected again 
when they reappeared. The two marks given were then compared and if discrepancies 
occurred, the chief marker reviewed the scoring and made adjustments as necessary. 
Adjustments were minor and infrequent. 
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Commentary on Section C responses 
General comment: Answers to both questions showed familiarity and good general 
understanding of  character and thematic content. There was also evidence of effort by 
the great majority of students to provide comprehensive answers. Markers felt there was 
an adequate sample of student writing on the vast majority of exams. Students typically 
wrote lengthy answers that indicated they were comfortable writing about the literary 
works. 
 
Section C:  
La section C consiste en deux items. Vous devez faire les deux. 
Pour chaque item, vous devez répondre sous forme d’essai bien organisé et bien 
développé. Justifiez vos idées à l’aide de références spécifiques et détaillées aux œuvres 
littéraires étudiées cette année :   

� Cyrano de Bergerac 

� La civilisation… ma mère! 

�  La symphonie pastorale 

� Les misérables   
� Le voyageur sans bagages 

 

Assurez-vous d’employer un style approprié, en utilisant un vocabulaire bien varié, et une 
organisation logique pour présenter vos idées. Attention : Ne résumez pas de l’intrigue 
de ces œuvres. Souvenez-vous que la qualité du français est prise en compte, et qu’elle 
vaut 40% des deux notes. Écrivez vos réponses sur les lignes prévues à cet usage. 
 
Question 51: 
 
51. (15%) Le conflit joue souvent un rôle important dans la vie des gens. 
 

En vous référant à un personnage dans deux œuvres différentes que vous 
avez étudiées cette année, expliquez comment le conflit affecte la vie de 
chacun de ces deux personnages. 

(350 mots minimum) 
 

Comments on Response #51: 
 
In the majority of cases, students’ answers were clearly structured, containing an 
introduction, multi-paragraphed development and a conclusion. Markers noted that there 
were a number of papers whose introductory paragraph indicated the thesis of the answer 
as well as references to the main arguments to be developed. When such an approach was 
evident, it seemed to guide students in the development of their answer. 
 
A common observation for this question would be that while students did identify the 
conflict(s) characters had experienced, a significant number of students did NOT address 
the full question; most particularly the section “… expliquez comment le conflit affecte 
la vie de chacun de ces deux personages.” In these cases, there was a tendency to relate 
the various conflicts without commenting on the impact on the character’s life. Markers 
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also noted that while the conflict(s) identified may have been pertinent, in many cases the 
answer was lacking support or soutien (références spécifiques à l’œuvre /aux œuvres). 
 
As in previous years, markers noted that a considerable number of students did NOT 
focus on the development, discussion and support of the question, but rather presented a 
plot summary of the two literary works chosen, without necessarily making pertinent 
links to how the theme of ‘le conflit’ was developed.  
 
In general, markers noted that the removal in the 2009 exam of the opinion component of 
Question 51 appeared to be beneficial for students (ex. Quelle œuvre vous a le plus 
touché en développant le thème de ‘XX’? Appuyez votre réponse avec des détails 
pertinents ?).   
 
There are literary works which demand a particular degree of cultural awareness, and at 
times, it appeared that some students might have been somewhat better equipped to 
address the theme of conflict with a deeper sensitivity to the cultural context of the novel. 
For example, a number of students who chose to write about conflict in ‘La civilisation… 

ma mère!’ appeared to lack understanding of the cultural norms of the period that would 
help explain the context for the relationship between the husband and wife.  
 
With respect to the form and related writing, writing errors were primarily grammatically 
and vocabulary based. Form remained the weakest aspect of the answer in most cases. 
Markers observed as well the presence of ‘anglicismes’ in student writing. 
 
 
Common Errors in Responses to Question #51: 
 

- ‘characteur’ or ‘caractère’ for ‘personnage’ 
- ‘expresser’ for ‘exprimer’ 
- ‘déserver’ for ‘mériter’ 
- ‘pour exemple’ for ‘par exemple’ 
- ‘tomber à l’amour avec’ for ‘tomber amoureux/amoureuse de’ 
- ‘quitter’ for ‘partir’ (ex. Jacques a quitté pour la guerre) 
- ‘savoir’ for ‘connaitre’  
-  ‘réaliser’ for ‘se rendre compte’ 
- ‘appearance’ for ‘apparence’ 
- ‘rejecter’ for ‘rejeter’ 
- ‘especialement’ for ‘surtout’ 
- ‘au prison’ or ‘dans prison’ for ‘en prison’ 
- ‘actuellement’ for ‘actually’ 
- ‘avec PAS de confiance’, ‘avec PAS d’argent’ 
-  ‘apporter’ for ‘amener’ 
- adverb placement: ‘il toujours fait…’, ‘il souvent dit…’ 
- ‘parce que son nez’ for ‘à cause de son nez’ 
- ‘à la même fois’ for ‘en même temps’ 
- ‘prendre avantage de’ for ‘profiter de’ 
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- ‘faire’ une décision for ‘prendre’ une décision 
- verb-subject agreement: ‘…les fils a aidé la mère’, ‘Ces 19 ans l’a changé 

beaucoup comme personne.’ 
- ‘…merci au conflit entre…’ for ‘grâce au conflit entre…’ 
- ‘homme’ vs. ‘garcon’, ‘femme’ vs. ‘fille’ 
- ‘il y était’ for ‘il y avait’ 
- ‘elle droit’ for ‘elle doit’ 
- ‘un peut’ for ‘un peu’ 
- ‘parce que’ and ‘à cause de’ 
- ‘en le roman’ for ‘dans le roman’ 
- ‘Il est facer avec…’ for ‘Il fait face à…’ 
- ‘internal/external’ for ‘interne/externe’ 
- ‘un change’ for ‘un changement’ 
- ‘beaucoup DES’ 
- ‘un convict’ for ‘un forçat/un bagnard’ 
- ‘tous qu’il peut' for ‘tout ce qu’il peut 
- ‘parce-que’ 
- ‘il a suicidé’ for ‘il s’est suicidé’ 
- ‘pour faire certain’ for ‘s’assurer’ 
- ‘il est concerné avec’ for ‘il s’inquìete de’, or ‘il est au sujet de’, or ‘il s’intéresse 

à’ 
- ‘conflict’ for ‘conflit’ 
- ‘facer’ for ‘faire face à’ 
- ‘deuxiement’ for deuxièmement’ 
- ‘évidement’ for ‘évidemment’ 
- ‘au cause de’ for ‘à cause de’ 
- ‘temps’ for ‘fois’ 
- ‘realiser’ for ‘se rendre compte’ 
- ‘résolver’ for ‘résoudre’ 
- très, trop, plus, beaucoup 
- ‘marie’ for ‘femme’ 
- ‘l’audience’ for ‘les lecteurs’ 
- ‘plus bon’ for ‘meilleur(e) Ex. ‘Il veut être un plus bon homme.’ 
- ‘eux-même(s)’ for ‘lui-même’ – ‘Il y a un conflit avec Jean Valjean et eux-    
       même…’ 

 
Pronouns: Use and placement 

- ‘Le conflit qui aide ce personnage est l’un entre lui et…’ 
- ‘…elle n’a pas le dit…’ 
- ‘les sentiments de lui…’ 
- ‘Il pense qu’il ne vont jamais lui aimer mais elle lui aime !’ 
- ‘… il n’avait pas la confiance de se faire…’ 
- ‘ses vraies pensées à elle’ 
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Misuse of reflexive verbs : 
- ‘Roxane se trouvé cette amour quand Cyrano se lire sa lettre finale…’ 
- ‘Il savait que Christian s’aime Roxane beaucoup.’ 

 
The following responses were selected as exemplars for Question #51: 
 
A) Français 3202 
Question 51 
Score 14/15 – Excellent 
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The level of vocabulary and expression contribute to a flow of ideas developed in the 
answer. The introduction and conclusion are well developed and frame an essay that uses 
details and examples to support the central thesis. Both literary works are discussed 
equally and go beyond superficial thought and treatment. Ideas are well developed and 
show insight with respect to the question. There are infrequent minor errors of gender and 
accents, and the student left a discussion of how conflict affects the lives of characters 
until the end of the answer instead of fully incorporating it into the body of the essay. 
Otherwise, the essay is extremely well done. 
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B) Français 3202 
Question 51 
Score 14/15 – Excellent 
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The student demonstrated an appreciation for the novel and play selected. The essay is 
well organized and, for the most part, the student provided specific examples of conflict 
and of how the characters’ lives were affected. The student also demonstrated a broad 
vocabulary base and a superior knowledge of grammatical structures. The answer reads 
exceptionally well and reveals insight into the works studied. 
 
C) Français 3202 
Question 51 
Score 13/15 – Excellent 
 

 
 



  Français 3202 Grading Standards June 2009 11 

 



  Français 3202 Grading Standards June 2009 12 

 
 
A strong answer. The student has done an excellent job of identifying the conflict that 
both Jean Valjean and Cyrano de Bergerac experience. S/he has also demonstrated 
understanding of grammatical structures and use of appropriate vocabulary. Marks were 
deducted for not having responded sufficiently to the second part of the question – 
explain how conflict affected the life of each character. 
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D) Français 3202 
Question 51 
Score 12/15 – Good 
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The answer is very well organized, as shown by the introduction, which clearly 
introduces the subject of conflict as well an overview of the conflict experienced by the 
two main characters. The answer develops and explains very well the nature of the 
conflicts and their effects on the characters. More details to illustrate the impact on the 
characters’ lives would have strengthened the answer. The answer is well structured and 
demonstrates insight into the process of essay development. Some points were deducted 
for subject-verb agreement, gender, etc. 
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E) Français 3202 
Question 51 
Score 11/15 – Good 
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The student has demonstrated good understanding of the works, which is clear through 
the arguments that s/he has presented. More discussion in terms of external conflict 
(Cyrano de Bergerac) and the effects of conflict on the characters would have resulted in 
a more complete answer. There are errors in spelling and grammar which keep the 
answer from being classified as excellent. While the answer is coherent, it lacks a certain 
degree of accuracy, and there are a number of simple errors (masc/fém.). 
 
 
F) Français 3202 
Question 51 
Score 10/15 – Fair 
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The answer effectively presents the internal conflict of Cyrano de Bergerac and explains 
with specific references how conflict affected the character’s life. While an understanding 
of ‘Les misérables’ is present, the answer does not effectively illustrate and support the 
significant conflicts that affect the life of Jean Valjean. The student received good marks 
for form and structure, as errors were not significant enough to impede comprehension, 
and the answer demonstrated some appropriate use of vocabulary as well as 
understanding of language use.  
 
Question 52: 

 
52. (10%) Dans chacune des œuvres que vous avez étudiées cette année, vous 
avez rencontré des personnages moins aimables que d’autres. Quel personnage 
aimez-vous le moins ? Justifiez votre choix. 
 
Indiquez, avant de commencer, le nom du personnage : _____________________ 

 et l’œuvre choisie : _____________________________   
 
(200 mots minimum) 

 
Comments on Question 52: 

 
There was minimal indication of any misunderstanding of the question. Markers 
commented that the simplicity of language of the personal reflection question appeared to 
enable students to fully understand the question. This was reflected by the fact that, 
generally speaking, students’ answers were clearly structured and showed adequate 
familiarity with character traits.  
 
Markers did note, however, that as with Question 51, many papers indicated a lack of 
insight as to reasons that might explain a character’s actions and lead him/her to behave 
in a manner students might perceive as ‘negative’ and lead them to select a particular 
character as being ‘le moins aimable’. For example, when referencing ‘La 
civilization…ma mère!, many students commented on the husband’s dominating, 
oppressive and sexist behavior without any reference to cultural norms of the country 
during the period described in the novel.  
 
As in previous years, the majority of writing errors were grammatically based; language 
structure remained the weakest aspect of the answer in most cases. Markers observed as 
well the presence of ‘anglicismes’ in student writing. 
 
Common Errors in Responses to Question #52: 
  

- plural forms of family names : ‘les Thénardiers, les Renauds’ for ‘Les  
Thénardier, les Renaud’ 

- past participles of irregular verbs : ‘il a découvré’ for ‘il a découvert’ 
style : ‘sur l’autre main,…’ for ‘de l’autre côté,…’ 

- ‘fil, fils, fille’ 
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- ‘regarder’ for ‘considérer’: ‘Jean Valjean regardait Cosette comme sa propre  
 fille’. 

- savoir vs. connaitre: ‘il sait Javert’ 
- ‘n’importe de quoi’ for ‘n’importe quoi’ 

bon/bien, mauvais/mal: ‘il était mal’, il était un caractère mal’, ‘..un mal  
 attitude’ 

- ‘Javert voulait trouver Jean Valjean avec pas de success’. 
- ‘c’est, ces, ses’ 
- ‘charactère’ for ‘personnage’ 
- ‘raconter’ for ‘rencontrer’ 
- accords: ‘Nagib et Drisss aiment sa mère’, ‘il aimais’ for ‘il aimait’ 
- ‘ …sont les raisons que je déteste…’ for ‘… sont les raisons pour lesquelles je  

  déteste…’ 
- ‘ parce que’ and ‘à cause de’ 
- ‘au prison’ for ‘en prison’ 
- Use and placement of negative : ‘il a fait rien pour …’ 
- ‘il est droit’ for ‘il a raison’ 
- ‘besoin’ as verb : ‘Je besoin de dire…’, ‘…qui ne besoin pas…’ 
- ‘l’opposite’ for ‘le contraire’ 
- ‘beaucoup DES’ 
- ‘Il y était’ for ‘Il y avait’ 
- ‘si il / s’elle 
- ‘le plus pire’ 
- ‘expériencer’ 
- ‘sa/ça, ses/ces’ 
- ‘gaspie’ for ‘gaspille’ 
- ‘entrain’ for ‘en train’ 

 
 
Pronouns: Use and placement 

-  ‘Je ne lui aime pas.’ 
- ‘…il ne pouvait pas aller là …’ 
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The following responses were selected as exemplars for Question #52: 
 
A) Français 3202 
Question 52 
Score 10/10 – Excellent 
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Arguments and ideas are very well presented, well supported, and well organized. The 
answer demonstrates excellent understanding of and appreciation for the story and 
characters in ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’. The student’s perspective with respect to the 
personnage ‘le moins aimable’ is convincing and references are well chosen.  There is 
evidence of good understanding of the conventions of the French language, although 
there are inconsistencies related to expression.  
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B) Français 3202 
Question 52 
Score 9.5/10 – Excellent 
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The answer presents convincing arguments and uses solid examples. While word choice 
is generally accurate and appropriate, there are inaccuracies; however they do not 
interfere with the student’s effort to communicate the main ideas of the essay. The 
answer is well organized and ideas are well supported.  
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C) Français 3202 
Question 52 
Score 9/10 – Excellent 
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This answer is very well written. Arguments and examples are clear and concise, and the 
depth of the answer contributes to its overall effect. Language use and grammatical 
structures may also be considered strengths, although there are minor errors in writing 
pertaining to prepositions and the use of direct object pronouns.  
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D) Français 3202 
Question 52 
Score 8.5/10 – Good 
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The answer is very clearly structured and is clear and concise. Arguments presented with 
respect to the character selected are clear and are supported with examples. There are 
weaknesses, particularly with respect to verb and some vocabulary usage, however 
comprehension is not compromised. 
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E) Français 3202 
Question 52 
Score 8/10 – Good 
 

 
 
The answer presents very pertinent information, however it is lacking in adequate support 
with respect to specific references to the works. There is also evidence of difficulties 



  Français 3202 Grading Standards June 2009 32 

relating to form and expression – verb usage and general grammatical structures. Clearer 
organization of the essay would have strengthened the overall answer. 
 
F) Français 3202 
Question 52 
Score 8/10 – Good 
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This response has excellent structure, and the arguments are insightful, clearly presented 
and supported by detailed references to the novel. There is excellent treatment of the 
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character in relation to the question. Errors with respect to spelling and grammar are 
present, in particular the gender of common nouns, etc. 
 
G) Français 3202 
Question 52 
Score 6.5/10 – Fair 
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The content of the answer justifies the student’s perspective on the character, and s/he 
presents a convincing argument, although expansion on the main ideas would have 
strengthened the answer. The answer shows need for attention to spelling and grammar, 
in particular with respect to correct use of past tenses and indirect object pronouns. These 
challenges do not, however, prevent the reader from understanding the student’s ideas. 
 
H) Français 3202 
Question 52 
Score 6/10 – Fair 
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The overall structure of this answer is good and in general, the content was pertinent. 
With one exception, arguments were based on references grounded in the play. Word 
choice and sentence structure were identified as primary weaknesses, and there are 
challenges with respect to many elements of language structure, such as verb usage, 
agreements, pronoun use, etc. 
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Commentary on the Oral Production Section 
 
Markers listened to interview samples from all schools and where necessary, comments 
addressing consistency, as well as recommendations for next year, were communicated in 
an ‘Interviews Report’ document submitted to the Department of Education. In total, 39 
interviews were reviewed. This represents a 8.5% sampling. Overall, the recordings were 
audible and the quality of recordings was not overly problematic. Notations were made 
for possible follow-up communication regarding quality of recordings, and Français 3202 
teachers are encouraged to check for the quality of recordings regularly throughout the 
interview process. A copy of the ‘Grille du rendement de la production orale’ used by 
teachers is found in Appendix B. 
 
Overall Grade Results: 
 
Section A: Listening Comprehension  75.7% 
 
Section B: Reading Comprehension  75.1% 
 
Section C: Written Production    52.5% 
 
Section D: Oral Production    76.9%   
 
Overall Exam Mark (four sections)  70.1%
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Appendix A 
Français 3202 

Grille du rendement de la production écrite 
 

Question #51 (2009) 
 
 
 

 
 
Évaluation du contenu de la réponse : 60 % 
Évaluation de la forme : 40% 

 

Structure (6) 
 
• clairement structuré – 

introduction, conclusion, idées 
logiquement agencées sous 
forme de paragraphes 

 

   
 
 
1.5 
 

 
1 

 
.5 

 
0 

 
 
• manque de structure – aucun€ 

introduction, développement, 
conclusion (ex. un seul 
paragraphe) 

 

$   pertinence des arguments – 
idées exprimées pertinentes au 
sujet 

 

2.5 2 1.5 1 .5 0 

 
$   idées ne traitent pas le thème (ou 

très peu), ex. résume l’intrigue 
de l’œuvre 

 

$   soutien des arguments – 
références spécifiques à 
l’œuvre/aux œuvres 

 

 2 1.5 1 .5 0 

 
$    aucune référence spécifique, 

aucun exemple concret 

Forme (4) 
 
$   degré de succès des structures 

grammaticales – bonne 
utilisation de… temps des 
verbes, accords, genre, 
pronoms, adverbes, 
prépositions… 

 

 

2 1.5 1 .5 0 

 
 
 
$    structures grammaticales 

empêchent la compréhension du 
message 

 

$   choix judicieux de mots 
d’expressions 

$   orthographe, ponctuation – 
très peu d’erreurs 

 

 

2 1.5 1 .5 0 

 

$  usage des anglicismes, manque 
de sophistication et de variété 
lexicale 

$  beaucoup d’erreurs 
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Appendix A (suite) 
Français 3202 

Grille du rendement de la production écrite 
 

Question #52 (2009) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Évaluation du contenu de la réponse : 60 % 
Évaluation de la forme : 40% 

 

Structure (6) 
 
• clairement structuré – 

introduction, conclusion, idées 
logiquement agencées sous 
forme de paragraphes 

 

   
 
 
 

 
1 

 
.5 

 
0 

 
 
• manque de structure – aucun€ 

introduction, développement, 
conclusion (ex. un seul 
paragraphe) 

 

$   pertinence des arguments – 
idées exprimées pertinentes au 
sujet 

 

2.5 2 1.5 1 .5 0 

 
$   idées ne traitent pas le thème (ou 

très peu), ex. résume l’intrigue 
de l’œuvre 

 

$   soutien des arguments – 
références spécifiques à 
l’œuvre/aux œuvres 

 

2.5 2 1.5 1 .5 0 

 
$    aucune référence spécifique, 

aucun exemple concret 

Forme (4) 
 
$   degré de succès des structures 

grammaticales – bonne 
utilisation de… temps des 
verbes, accords, genre, 
pronoms, adverbes, 
prépositions… 

 

 

2 1.5 1 .5 0 

 
 
 
$    structures grammaticales 

empêchent la compréhension du 
message 

 

$   choix judicieux de mots 
d’expressions 

$   orthographe, ponctuation – 
très peu d’erreurs 

 

 

2 1.5 1 .5 0 

 

$  usage des anglicismes, manque 
de sophistication et de variété 
lexicale 

$  beaucoup d’erreurs 
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Appendix B –Français 3202 
Grille du rendement de la PRODUCTION ORALE (2009) 

 
Évaluation du message : 15 (60%) 
Évaluation de la forme : 10 (40%) 
 
Message : 15 points      
   Contenu du message  
               (8 points) 

Pertinence des réponses, 
des arguments et des 
réactions 

 

 
 

2 

 
 

1.5 

 
 
1 

 
 
.5 

 
Malgré l’aide répétée de  
l’enseignant, la plupart du   
message n’est pas pertinent. 

 
6 

 
5 

 
 4 

 
Niveau de soutien des 
arguments….créativité, 
originalité, connaissances 
générales, profondeur ou 
complexité de pensées 
 

 
3 

 
2 

 
 1 

 
Manque de créativité, 
originalité, connaissances 
générales, profondeur ou 
complexité de pensées 
 

 Communication du message  
                  (7 points) 

Confiance, spontanéité, 
prise de risque, auto-
corrections 

 

 
 
4 

 
 
3 

 
 
2 

 
 
1 

 
Manque de confiance, 
spontanéité, prise de risque, 
auto-corrections 

 

 
Usage exclusif du français 
(sauf les anglicismes 
acceptés dans les 
communautés 
francophones) 

 

 
 
3 

 
 
2 
 

 
 
1 

 
Trop de dépendance sur  
l’anglais pour se faire 
comprendre       

Forme : 10 points       

Correction grammaticale 
Bon usage de temps, de       
prépositions, d’articles, de 
pronoms. Bon placement 
des pronoms et des 
adverbes dans les phrases 

 

 
 
5 

 
 
4 

 
 
3 

 
 
2 

 
 
1 

 
 
Les structures grammaticales  
utilisées nuisent énormément 
à la communication. 

 
Sophistication et variété 
lexicale. L’élève utilise un 
choix judicieux de mots et 
d’expressions. 

 
 
3 

 
 
2 
 
 
 

 
 
1 

 
Sophistication et variété 
lexicale très limitées 

Présentation : la 
prononciation, l’intonation et 
le débit des phrases sont bons. 

 
2 
 

 
1 

La prononciation, 
l’intonation et le débit des 
phrases sont faibles. 

 


