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French 3200
Grading Standards June 2003

1. Pre-Marking Appraisal

• As with last year’s exam, markers agreed to award part-marks for questions 10-12
and 18-20 where possible. The group added several possible answers to questions
12, 18, 19 & 20,which were not originally part of the proposed “Answer Key” 

• It was found that repetition of certain words in the “Dictée” worked to students’
advantage (i.e. “devoirs” found 4 times, etc) however, it was agreed that this is
difficult to avoid in dictée.

2. Post-Marking Report
Marking Standard and Consistency

• Fifty exams were marked the first day with results for each item being listed on
separate forms inserted in Exam booklets. These exams were then kept aside and
placed amongst others being marked over the following days. Approximately 5 or
6 exams per day were re-evaluated, with item values and total values being
tracked for consistency.

Commentary on Response

• It was noted that Question #11 (“Qu’est-ce qui se passe au Louvre?”) was
generally poorly understood. A high percentage of students did not attempt this
question.

• Item #13, the Dictée, was found to be much better in quality than last year’s. The
average result was higher than in the previous French public exam(2002). The
suggestion has been made by the board that exam setters be watchful of not
including too much repetition of vocabulary/expression, so as to make the dictée
challenging enough for the student. Certain expressions (Ce n’est pas) and
grammatical points (agreements of feminine/masculine, singular/plural) should be
reinforced with students as some difficulties were found with these points.

• Item #21 was one of the more challenging questions for students on this exam.
Students had difficulty composing original answers in many cases and resorted to
copying excerpts from the related reading passage on the exam.

• Item #32 was understood in several cases as being related to advice (“Un grand
merci au Conseil d’élPve”). Only one point was deducted for this interpretation
(from vocabulary). Students sometimes wrote on something that could relate to
the visual but in no way reflected the given heading.
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• Finally, Item #33 is found to be too short in length for future exams. English
words were found in both this item and Item #32. A list of common errors has
been prepared by the exam markers. (See attached) 

• It might be added that “the use of English words will lead to a deduction of
points.”

Constructive Response/Common Errors

21. Commentary on Response

Students found this question challenging. Many of the answers were copied directly from
the previous reading passage. There was no length given in instruction, therefore,
answers varied in length. We did not, however, penalize the students for answers under
60 words.

32 Commentary on Response

Most students who understood the expression “conseil d’éleve” were able to construct
good responses/descriptions of student council activities. Where students took “conseil”
to mean “advice”, one mark was deducted and then the question was evaluated.

Common Errors:

• misterpretation of “conseil d’élPve” as “advice to students”
• see list of vocabulary - in particular, students used:

(a) déserver” une merci
(b) very few students were able to use “remercier”

33 Commentary on Response

Overall, students responded well to this question. The topic was one that students could
relate to regardless of their past experiences.

Common Errors:

• Students did not always write the required 100 words, and in many cases ended at
100 words despite the fact that no conclusion was included. Often the topic was
not fully developed.

• Paragraphs were not present in many cases. As a result, marks were deducted for
organization.

• The use of English words was also fairly common. Students must also avoid too
many proper nouns in English, especially when only 100 words have been
written.

• Overall, verb tenses were not used correctly.
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EXEMPLARS

QUESTION 10, 11, 12
Exemplar 10.1, 11.1, 12.1 
Excellent Response (2/2)
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QUESTION 10, 11, 12
Exemplar 10.2, 11.2, 12.2 
Excellent Response (2/2)

QUESTION 10, 11, 12
Exemplar 10.3, 11.3, 12.3 
Excellent Response (2/2)
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QUESTION 10, 11, 12
Exemplar 10.4, 11.4, 12.4 
Excellent Response (2/2)

QUESTION 10, 11, 12
Exemplar 10.5, 11.5, 12.5 
Excellent Response (2/2)
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QUESTION 13
Exemplar 13.1
Excellent Response (10/10)
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QUESTION 13
Exemplar 13.2
Excellent Response (10/10)
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QUESTION 13
Exemplar 13.1
Good Response (7/10)
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QUESTION 13
Exemplar 13.2
Good Response (7/10)
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QUESTION 18, 19, 20
Exemplar 18.1, 19.1, 20.1
Excellent Response (2/2)

QUESTION 18, 19, 20
Exemplar 18.2, 19.2, 20.2
Excellent Response
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QUESTION 18, 19, 20
Exemplar 18.3, 19.3, 20.3
Excellent Response (2/2)

QUESTION 21
Exemplar 21.1
Excellent Response (6/6)
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QUESTION 21
Exemplar 21.2
Excellent Response (6/6)

QUESTION 21
Exemplar 21.3
Excellent Response (6/6)
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QUESTION 21
Exemplar 21.4
Excellent Response (6/6)

QUESTION 21
Exemplar 21.1
Good Response (4/6)

Comments

• 2 points were lost on content.  A couple of other advantages of following such a
program would have earned the student full marks.
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QUESTION 21
Exemplar 21.2
Good Response (4/6)

Comments

• 2 points were lost on content.  A couple of other specific advantages to taking this
program would have resulted in full marks or full development of the points
given.
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QUESTION 21
Exemplar 21.3 (4/6)
Good Response 

Comments

• 1 point was lost for communication of ideas.
• 1 point was lost for content.  Another specific advantage of this particular

program would have given the student an extra point.
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QUESTION 32
Exemplar 32.1
Excellent Response (10/10)
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QUESTION 32
Exemplar 32.2
Excellent Response (10/10)
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QUESTION 32
Exemplar 32.2
Excellent Response (10/10)
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QUESTION 32
Exemplar 32.1
Good Response (7/10)

Comments

• 1 point was lost for clarity/ errors
• 1 point was lost for vocabulary.  A greater range would have resulted in full

marks.
• 1 point was lost for ideas/ content.  A little more detail would have provided a

more complete answer.
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QUESTION 32
Exemplar 32.2
Good Response (7/10)

Comments

• 2 points lost for vocabulary. A number of English words and misspelled were
given.

• 1 point lost for clarity.  There were a number of grammatical errors which caused
the reader to have difficulty following the piece.
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QUESTION 32
Exemplar 32.3
Good Response (7/10)

Comments

• 1 point lost for content. More detail would have provided a more complete
answer.

• 1 point lost for vocabulary.  While the vocabulary was appropriate to the topic,
more range would have increased the mark.

• 1 point lost for clarity and errors.
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QUESTION 33
Exemplar 33.1
Excellent Response (14/14)
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QUESTION 33
Exemplar 33.2
Excellent Response (14/14)
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QUESTION 33
Exemplar 33.3
Excellent Response (14/14)
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QUESTION 33
Exemplar 33.1
Good Response (10/14)

Comments

• 1 point lost for content.  One to two more reasons highlighting why this province
is a tourist destination would have provided a more complete composition.

• 1 point lost for vocabulary.  A greater range would have earned full marks.
• 2 points lost for clarity and errors: agreement of adjectives, subject and verb

agreement and spelling.



French 3200 Grading Standards June 2003 Page 26 of  34

QUESTION 33
Exemplar 33.2
Good Response (10/14)
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Comments

• 1 point was lost for content.  More detail was needed to explain why
Newfoundland is a tourist destination to earn full marks; ideas were not always
presented coherently.

• 1 point was lost for vocabulary. A greater range was needed.
• 2 points were lost for clarity and errors: agreement of adjectives, subject and verb

agreement and article/ noun agreement.
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QUESTION 33
Exemplar 33.3
Good Response (10/14)
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Comments

• 1 point was lost for organization.  Student did not use paragraph breaks
consistently.

• 1 point was lost for vocabulary.  A greater range would have added to this
composition.

• 2 points were lost for clarity and errors: agreement of adjectives, article/ noun
agreement, singular and plural agreement.
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Common Errors French 3200 Public Exam June 2003

Words and Expressions that students had particular trouble with:

To enjoy – aimer entire – entier; entière
Enjoyable – amusant happy is heureux not joli
To provide – fournir
Reason – la raison
To attend – assister
Topic – sujet
To learn – apprendre (not enseigner)
Beach- la plage
Communities – communautés
Experience – vivre l’expérience de
Moose – orignal
Vacation – les vacances
Scenery – le paysage
Deserve- mériter
Improve – améliorer
Express – exprimer
Trail – sentier, chemin
A hike – une randonnée
Museum - musée

Incorrect Usage:

Beaucoup not un beaucoup travailler; voyager
Aime not comme Très, trop, plus, beaucoup
Tout le monde is not the equivalent of partout plusieurs de
Touriste; touristique
Magasin; magazine
‘dans’ Terre-Neuve (prepositions in general)
amour is not the equivalent of aimer
‘pour’ exemple – par exemple
vous/tu – consistency was an issue
parce que; à cause de
environ is not the equivalent of au sujet de
numéro; nombre
what – ce qui; ce que
amusant is not amusement
that – qui, que (in place of ‘cette’, ceci’)
resumé is not the equivalent of curriculum vitae
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FRENCH 3200 JUNE 2003
PART I

SELECTED - RESPONSE ITEM ANALYSIS

Item

Responses

Multiple Answers
or No Response A B C D

% % % % %

1.   Correct answer is A 0.2 92.8 0.6 5.7 1.7

2.   Correct answer is C 0.2 0.4 0.2 86.8 12.3

3.   Correct answer is A 0.1 91.3 7.9 0.4 0.2

4.   Correct answer is B 0.6 25.5 52.8 5.8 15.4

5.   Correct answer is C 0.2 0.2 0.2 92.1 7.4

6.   Correct answer is C 0.4 0.5 2.7 92.3 4.1

7.   Correct answer is D 0.4 0.3 1.6 36.2 61.5

8.   Correct answer is C 0.6 9 6.6 81.9 1.9

9.   Correct answer is A 0.5 74.5 12.9 6.4 5.7

14. Correct answer is C 0.7 21.6 11.2 59.2 7.2

15. Correct answer is C 1.3 9.6 10.1 59.8 19.2

16. Correct answer is D 0.8 11.7 8 43.6 35.9

17. Correct answer is A 0.8 87.1 3 4.6 4.4

22. Correct answer is D 1.1 5.7 5.8 17.2 70.2

23. Correct answer is A 1.1 61.4 17.2 14.4 5.9

24. Correct answer is D 1.1 1.1 3.7 1.5 92.5

25. Correct answer is B 1.1 1.8 91.3 3.1 2.8

26. Correct answer is D 2.5 10.6 18 36.2 32.7

27. Correct answer is C 1.5 14.5 27.3 47.3 9.3

28. Correct answer is D 1.1 7.2 2.8 21.7 67.2

29. Correct answer is C 1.1 6.6 9.5 79.2 3.6

30. Correct answer is D 1.1 15.1 13.1 4.6 66

31. Correct answer is D 1.7 2.8 1.9 19.9 73.7
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FRENCH 3200
PART II

SHORT AND CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE ANSWERS
ITEM ANALYSIS

Item 
Students

Completing
Item

Value Average Average %
Per Item

SECTION A - Do ALL questions in this section

10. 1219 2 1.5 74.2

11. 1219 2 0.7 36.5

12. 1219 2 1.6 78.6

13. 1219 10 6.4 63.7

SECTION B - Do ALL questions in this section

18. 1219 2 1.5 76.7

19. 1219 2 1.6 81.4

20. 1219 2 1.4 71.0

21. 1219 6 3.2 53.5

32. 1219 10 5.7 57.3

33. 1219 14 7.6 54.1
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French 3200 School Marks
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French 3200 Combined
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French 3200 Subtest Scores
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