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World Geography 3202 Grading Standards
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PRE-MARKING APPRAISAL

The exam was considered to be fair and representative of the curriculum outcomes. The length
was reasonable and it required students to analyze information from the Constructed Response
Questions (CRQ’s) and provide geographical knowledge to support their answers.

The Selected Response Questions from Part I were examined first.  After discussion it was
determined that some selected-response questions had more than one arguably correct answer.
For question #27, answers B and C were accepted;  In Question #31, answers A, B and D were
accepted; and for Question # 42, answers A and B were accepted.

The  Constructed Response Questions from Part II were discussed. No issues were raised
concerning Part II.

COMMENTARY ON RESPONSE

Generally, the board felt that many students listed rather than explained their answers. Students
did not use the case study material to properly support their answers or simply tried to lift
information from the case studies without using their own supporting geographical knowledge.

Question #59 was poorly done with many students omitting the question or confusing catch
technology with oil recovery technology.

Question #60 was not attempted by a high percentage of students or answers were incomplete.

Students seemed to misinterpret Question #68. Instead of answering the question, many students
gave information supporting one side or the other, but not both as the question asked.

In Question #69 students again looked at one side of the issue, but not both.

Question #71 refers to site and situation. Many students confused the two concepts or focused the
answer on one or the other.

Question #72 was not well done. Students did not reference the case study or referenced it in
general terms.
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PART II
Section A

Total Value: 8%

Instructions: Complete All Questions in Part 11, Section A. 

Value

4% 59. Explain the impact of any two types of new catch technologies on the ocean
environment.

Marking/ Grading Key:

0.5 marks for listing each type
1.5 marks for explaining each type

Possible answers: 
• factory-freezer trawlers
• sonar
• modern scallop drags
• G.P.S.
• bigger nets (e.g.: otter trawls)
• gill nets with invisible netting and ghost fishing

Commentary on Response:

Although this was not perceived to be a difficult question, it was not completed as
well as expected.

Students:

• explained damage without naming technology.
• named technology with no explanation.
• named a technology but were confused about the damage, (e.g.: they named a

technology and explained the damage caused by a different technology).
• discussed about oil rigs and aquaculture.
• discussed “old types” of catch technology.
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Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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Value

4% 60. Explain any two factors that affect the growth of the quaternary sector.

Marking/ Grading Key:

0.5 marks for each factor
1.5 marks for explanation of each factor

Answer Key:

Possible responses included:

• education / literacy levels in community and workforce
• capital investment
• wages - developed / developing countries
• level of development / industrialization
• needs / wants of society for things driven by technology
• population - jobs, money, demand, migration
• availability of technology
• government policy and funding
• “Leap Frog” Theory - skip sectors to go to quaternary
• infrastructure requirements
• effects of activity in other sectors, mainly tertiary
• technology
• competition / market
• explanation of quaternary sector

Commentary on Response:

When the question was answered it was generally done well, however, a
significant percentage of students did not attempt the question at all and many 
had incomplete responses.

Students:

• discussed minor points unrelated to the question.
• listed factors with no explanation.
• discussed points about ecosystems, other economic sectors, the fishery,

immigration/emigration, birth/death rates. In other words, topics not related
the question.
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Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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SECTION B
Do only ONE of the Units in Section B

Either: Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth
Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization

Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth

4 % 61. Briefly describe two factors that affect birth rates and two factors that affect death
rates.

Marking/Grading Key:

2 marks for birth rates - 1 mark for listing factors, 1 mark for explanation
2 marks for death rates - 1 mark for listing factors, 1 mark for explanation

Answer Key:

Birth Rates Death Rates

Health Issues Health
Education / Sex Education Education
Level of Service Level of Development
Access to Territory Access to Service
Birth Control Methods / Practices Good Doctors (Availability)
Religion / Cultural Beliefs Disease (Prevention / Spread)
Family Lifestyles Sanitary Conditions
Women in the Workforce Lifestyles
Standard of Living Population Size
High / Low GNP Demographics
Demographics (Size, Gender) War
Government Regulations Famine
Financial / Money Issues Nutrition / Food
Developed vs. Developing Nations Technology
Family Planning Strategies Developed vs. Developing
Modern / Traditional Customs High / Low GNP
“Baby Boomers” Technology
Infant Morality Rate Natural Disasters

Students:

• listed key points without an explanation.
• discussed either birth or death rates.
• described birth or death rates from one perspective.
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Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization

4% 62. Describe two factors that contribute to the creation of a high density urban area.

Marking/ Grading Key:

0.5 marks for listing each factor
1.5 marks for each explanation

Answer Key:

- Employment / Job Opportunities - Infrastructure
- Services - Limited Rural Resources 
- Resources - Cost of Living
- Climate - Geographic Location
- Educational Opportunity - Preferred Lifestyle
- Money - High / Low GNP

Students:

• listed factors without explanation.
• did not answer the question asked, they talked about reasons not to  move to

urban settings. 
• used general terms without explanation.
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Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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PART II, SECTION C

Instructions: Part II, Section C consists of two case studies.  Do ALL questions in this
section.

Case Study 1
Units 1 - 5

Value

4% 63. Using the case study and your geographical knowledge, describe two ways
climatic conditions affect human activity.

Marking/ Grading Key:

Students needed to discuss both potential hazards (problems) with climatic
conditions and potential benefits. 

1 mark was given for each listed response
1 mark was given for each explanation

Answer Key:

Possible responses included: 

Negative influences . . .
• huge damage to tourism sector
• loss of human life
• loss of personal property / expense in rebuilding
• severe agricultural damage / income loss from the primary sector
• resulting disease, malnutrition, starvation
• increased out migration
• destruction of linkages (transport & communication)
• increased costs for property owners (insurance)
• displacement of citizens

Positive influences . . .
• potential recreational and leisure activities
• preparedness level of people
• improved building codes
• volunteer organizations developed
• tourism pockets (strong economies)
• agricultural pockets (climate supporting certain industries)
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Students:

• showed a lack of geographical knowledge.
• failed to link ideas to case study.
• listed without any explanation or cited directly from case study without any

explanation.
• confused the concepts of weather and climate.
• focused only on leisure and recreation.



16 World Geography 3202 Grading Standards June 2006

Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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Value

4% 64. With reference to the case study and your geographical knowledge, explain two
ways humans respond to hazards posed by selected land forms and water forms. 

Marking/ Grading Key:

1 marks for each listed response 
1 marks for each explanation

Answer Key: 

Positive responses included such things as, but were not limited to, movement,
evacuation, warning systems, relief aid, improved building codes and insurance. 

Negatives responses included such things as emotional collapse and panic, along
with an increase in crime (e.g.: looting)

Students:

• gave “two” acceptable answers but did not give any support from the case
study. They concentrated on their own geographical knowledge and
experiences. (e.g.: Sea-walls in Placentia / Moving away from the river in
Badger.)

• mistakenly focused on the impact of the level of development experienced in
the countries mentioned in the case study. This concept was covered in
Question #65.
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Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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Value

6% 65. As a climatologist with an expertise in hurricanes, you will give a report to three
major news networks on Hurricane Jeanne and Floyd. Using the case study and
your geographical knowledge, suggest three reasons why the number of lives lost
were different in each case.

Marking/ Grading Key:

6 marks for 3 well explained reasons 
1 mark for each reason given 
1 mark for each explanation

Answer Key:

The three reasons had to come from the following list: 
• Level of preparation for large storms; early warnings -U.S. was better prepared

than the D.R..
• Level of development of the countries; support systems available after the

disaster including - relief aid, medical, construction phase, government help,
quality of house and infrastructure construction (U.S. vs. D.R.). 

• Transportation availability for evacuations; money for preparation materials.
• Pre-existing problems of poverty, hunger, and disease made worse by the

hurricanes.
• Lack of food and shelter immediately after the hurricane; early evacuations.

Students:

• listed reasons with no explanation.
• assumed that a category 2 storm was stronger then a category 4 storm.
• made no reference to the case study.
• summarized the case study in their answer without answering the question.
• focused on the physical features of the areas involved instead of

developmental features.
• focused on the location of the hurricanes as opposed to the development of the

region. 



22 World Geography 3202 Grading Standards June 2006

Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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Case Study 2
Units 1 - 5

Value

4% 66. “The trace amounts of toxins found in eggs of turtles could potentially impact
other members of the food web in this ecosystem.” Using the case study and your
geographical knowledge, explain this statement.

Marking/ Grading Key:

2 marks given for fully explaining Biological Amplification
2 marks for making specific references to the case study

Answer Key:

• explain Biological Amplification 
• discuss how toxins are passed on through food web.  For example, turtle eggs

had toxin that was consumed by crows and then by coyotes.  Crows have to
eat many turtles to get energy and coyotes have to consume many crows. 
Coyotes will have toxins from both that crows and turtles.  Also these toxins
may be passed on to humans. 

Students:

• did not use geographical knowledge or reference the term Biological
Amplification. 

• did not refer to the case study to back up their answer.
• knew what was happening (passing on/build up of toxins), however, this

geographical knowledge was not combined with case study information. 
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Exemplars :(Excellent and Good) 
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Value

4% 67. Using the case study and your geographical knowledge, briefly explain one short-
term and one long-term impact on the wetlands if development continues.

Marking/Grading Key:

1 mark for listing each impact
1 mark for explaining each impact

Answer Key:

Short-term
• loss of mates, loss of food for turtles, loss of natural beauty and integrity,

impact of toxins, loss of ecosystem due to construction

Long-term
• extinction of species, destruction of habitat, forced to relocate

It should be noted that there could be an overlap in short-term and long-term
responses. (e.g.: forced to relocate would be long-term if turtles cannot come back
to the wetlands and short-term if students point out it is a temporary thing.)

• The destruction of ecosystem could also be a long-term impact if students
point out that the loss is permanent and results in long-term impacts which can
lead to changes in food chains and food webs.

Students:

• are not referring to case study to expand on response.
• did not give full explanation.
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Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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Value

6% 68. “Economic development sometimes comes at the expense of wetland
conservation.” You are asked to propose a plan that would ensure both economic
development and wetland conservation. Using the case study and your
geographical knowledge, explain two ways in which you would accomplish this.

Marking/ Grading Key:

6 marks for linking economic development and wetland conservation and  
 explaining two ways to accomplish this.

 A maximum of 3 marks for listing ways to conserve wetlands or to economically
develop wetlands.

 

Answer key: 

• develop wetlands as a protected site and as a tourist attraction
• better land usage planning (business and development to enhance ecological

concerns)
• public awareness of the habitat surrounding the residential area ( e.g.: in the

case study)
• government could institute structural controls on wetland development
• controls on land development

Students:

• did not propose a plan that covered both economic development and wetland
conservation.

• did not link economic development to wetland conservation. Instead they
tended to list ideas for wetland conservation only.
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Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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SECTION D

Do only ONE of the Units in Section D. Note: Both Units use Case Study 3 below.

Either: Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth
Or 
Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization

Case Study 3
Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth

Value

4% 69. With reference to the case study and your geographical knowledge, explain why,
in recent years, the rate of population growth in the favelas is greater than the rate
of population growth in the city of Rio de Janeiro.

Marking/ Grading Key:

2 marks for commenting on population growth in favelas compared to the city
2 marks for explanation 

Answer Key:

Any two of the following:

Rural - Urban Migration

• People move from the countryside to the city to find work mostly due to a lack
of employment, money and land.  They moved to the cities and choose favelas
due to the high cost of land in the inner city as opposed to the favelas on the
periphery of Rio de Janeiro.

Modernization

• The inner city has drawn people because of industry, etc and therefore created
a disparity between the wealth of groups in that area as opposed to outlying
regions . When low cost housing is destroyed for expansion, the poor are
forced out into the favelas.

Education

• Lack of education to find jobs and lack of education about birth control makes
it difficult to get out of the favelas. Therefore the birth rate increases. The
inner core occupants are more educated and get the better jobs thus reducing
the birth rate through better birth control, and often, with both members in a
relationship working.
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Any combination of the above responses were accepted as long as one or both 
responses dealt with the inner core reducing its growth rate while those in  the
favelas increased. 

Any one of the above responses combined with a general knowledge response was
also accepted. 

Also, 
• Lack of money for birth control
• Families becoming large to help in the workforce compared to remaining

small in developed areas
• Birth Rate and Death Rate comparison

Students:

• made an attempt to explain one item and most often did not compare growth
rates.

• students confused internal migration with immigration.
• students did not explain points they took from the case study. They simply

took sentences from the case study.
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Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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Value 

6% 70. You are a government official responsible for dealing with the uncontrolled
growth of favelas. What are three possible solutions that would solve the
problems created by rapid growth of favelas?

Marking/ Grading Key:

1 mark for each reason 
1 mark for explanation

Answer Key:

• improve education: learn about birth control, etc. and increase job prospects,
to bring population numbers down

• improve facilities: water/sewer/infrastructure
• government housing projects
• government intervention on crime
• zoning regulations - force people to live in certain areas
• population control
• stricter immigration rules
• increase jobs / employment / wages
• extend city boundaries

Students:

• gave simple responses with little explanation.
• seemed confused with the question and tried to solve the problem of a rapid

growth rate rather than problems created by the rapid growth of the favelas. 
• had problems understanding what the favelas were.
• didn’t know Rio De Janeiro and favelas were in the same country and talked

about international immigration.
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Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization

4% 71. Identify one site and one situation feature of the city of Rio de Janeiro.

Marking/ Grading Key:

2 marks for site feature with explanation
2 marks for situation feature with explanation

Answer Key:

Site Feature: beaches
good climate
port site
granite mountains
resource / landscape oriented site

Situation Feature: located on marine traffic route linking NE/SE,
discovery of gold, diamonds.

Students:

• confused site and situation.
• re- wrote second paragraph of case study without further explanation.
• did not distinguish or explain which term they were referring to (site or

situation).
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Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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Value

6% 72. You are a town planner with the city of Rio de Janeiro. Using the case study and
quality of life indicators, describe three solutions to solve the problems currently
experienced in the favelas.

Marking/ Grading Key:

1 mark for identifying the solution 
1 mark for describing the solution

Answer key:

The following are possible solutions:

• Improve educational attainment / opportunities given that in 1988, 17% of
poor did not have access to basic education infrastructure while only 5.1% of
non-poor lacked such access.

• Improve access to health care for the poor to help reduce infant mortality rates
and increase life expectancy.

• Introduce educational campaigns to increase public awareness of birth control
to help lower the birth rate.

• Through government initiatives - tax-break incentives, subsides, infrastructure
development, economic development in the favelas could be promoted. This
would increase the overall economy in the favelas which would equate to an
overall improvement in standards of living.

• For the favelas, government should invest in low income public housing that
is well constructed with water and sewer services. These houses should be
located away from areas of high environmental risk prone to flooding and
landslides.

• Increased investment in security and policing in the favelas to address gang
and drug problems. Emphasis could be place on community policing to
involve the residents in addressing these problems.

• Invest in youth programs and community centres to guide the youth of the
favelas.

Students:

• listed possible solutions with no detailed description. 
• made no reference to the case study or to specific quality of life indicators. 
• wrote most answers in very general terms, not demonstrating specific

geographical knowledge.
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Exemplars: (Excellent and Good) 
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WORLD GEOGRAPHY 3202
 PART I - SECTION A

SELECTED - RESPONSE ITEM ANALYSIS

Item Answer

Responses

A B C D

% % % %

This section covers Units 1, 2, 3, 6 and 10

1.        D 8.4 8.7 4.4 78.4

2.        A 64.4 13.3 9.3 12.7

3.        C 2.3 8.7 72.3 16.6

4.        A 56.4 26.6 4.2 12.7

5.        A 69.1 13.1 8.2 9.5

6.        C 8.6 1.9 86.0 3.4

7.        C 20.2 23.2 52.7 3.6

8.        B 1.2 90.7 5.4 2.7

9.        B 22.6 33.9 13.3 29.9

10.    C 23.6 24.6 28.9 22.8

11.    C 18.0 21.3 44.0 16.6

12.    C 4.4 0.7 92.9 2.0

13.    A 67.2 20.6 8.1 3.8

14.    C 5.3 6.3 84.7 3.7

15.    D 3.5 19.1 3.6 73.8

16.    C 20.8 0.5 75.8 2.9

17.    A 87.0 3.5 5.4 3.9

18.    C 9.6 11.2 75.6 3.6

19.    D 3.3 0.6 4.1 91.9

20.    B 39.4 21.5 17.4 21.6

21.    A 73.0 14.2 6.2 6.5

22.    D 44.3 8.1 5.5 42.1

23.    C 5.0 23.4 62.0 9.4

24.    C 8.7 1.6 57.1 32.4

25.    A 71.2 7.3 6.2 15.2

26.    C 6.4 8.8 76.7 8.1

27.    B & C 18.0 41.4 26.4 14.2
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WORLD GEOGRAPHY 3202
 PART I - SECTION A

SELECTED - RESPONSE ITEM ANALYSIS

Item
Answer

Responses

A B C D

% % % %

28.    B 31.3 57.1 3.3 8.2

29.    A 57.8 4.8 4.1 33.3

30.    C 2.3 5.9 84.8 7.0

31.    A, B, & D 10.2 6.8 3.4 79.6

32.    C 15.4 13.4 39.9 31.0

33.    D 9.3 46.1 11.5 33.0

34.    A 56.0 11.1 21.7 11.0

35.    B 21.3 53.6 12.0 13.0

36.    B 30.0 41.6 16.4 11.7

37.    D 3.8 34.2 2.9 58.9

38.    C 47.0 5.9 43.1 3.9

39.    B 26.3 34.8 14.8 24.0

40.    C 9.5 4.6 78.9 6.9

41.    D 1.9 1.7 9.4 86.8

42.    A & B 37.9 49.9 10.0 1.9

SECTION B

Do only ONE of the Units in Section B

Either:  Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth (43 - 50)

Or: Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization (51 - 58)

SECTION B: Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth

43.    C 1.3 0.3 87.3 11.1

44.    B 15.1 72.1 2.1 10.0

45.    D 4.0 8.3 9.5 78.0

46.    C 25.4 17.5 54.0 2.0

47.    B 6.9 71.2 2.8 18.7

48.    D 17.5 25.6 45.5 13.9

49.    A 90.9 3.5 1.8 3.4

50.    B 7.0 90 2.2 04
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WORLD GEOGRAPHY 3202
 PART I - SECTION A

SELECTED RESPONSE ITEM ANALYSIS

Item Answer

Responses

A B C D

% % %
%

SECTION B: Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization

51. D 10.9 3.5 3.2 82.4

52.   D 8.0 14.4 0.5 77.1

53. D 4.5 4.5 14.6 76.3

54. B 7.2 89.6 1.9 1.3

55. A 72.9 10.6 14.1 2.4

56. D 8.2 14.9 35.9 40.7

57. D 12.8 1.9 1.1 84.0

58. B 19.4 40.2 28.7 10.9



54 World Geography 3202 Grading Standards June 2006

WORLD GEOGRAPHY 3202
 PART II - SECTION A

SHORT AND CONSTRUCTED - RESPONSE ANSWERS
ITEM ANALYSIS

Item Students Completing Item Value Average

PART II - SECTION A - Do ALL questions in Part 11, Section A

59 3030 4 2.0

60 2361 4 2.0

SECTION B

Do only ONE of the Units in Section B

Either:  Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth

                                                   Or:   Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization

SECTION B: Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth

61 2361 4 2.6

SECTION B: Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization

62 231 4 2.9

PART II - SECTION C- Consists of two Case Studies. Do ALL questions in this section.

Case Study 1 - Units 1 - 5

63 3030 4 2.7

64 3030 4 2.9

65 3030 6 4.5

Case Study 2 - Units 1 - 5

66 3030 4 2.3

67 3030 4 2.0

68 3030 6 2.7

PART 11 - SECTION D - Do only ONE of the Units in Section D. 

NOTE: Both Units use Case Study 3 below.

Either:  Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth

                                                   Or:   Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization

Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth

69 2361 4 1.9

70 2361 6 3.2

Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization

71 231 4 1.5

72 231 6 3.1
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