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World Geography 3202 Grading Standards  
June 2007 

 
 

Pre-Marking Appraisal 
 
The marking board was pleased with the examination. The selected responses were considered to 
be a good sampling of the curriculum outcomes. The length of the exam was reasonable and 
required students to analyze information from the case studies and provide their own 
geographical knowledge to support their answers. 
 
The selected response questions were examined first and after discussion it was determined that 
arguably question #24 had more than one correct answer. It was agreed to accept answers B and 
C for # 24. All other questions were accepted as keyed. 
 
The constructed response questions were discussed and no issues were raised.  
 
a) Marking Standard and Consistency 
 
An answer key/scoring scale was distributed to all markers on the first day of the marking board. 
The key was examined, discussed and modifications were made. A final key was agreed upon. 
 
Marker reliability and consistency were checked by obtaining a random sample of 50 papers that 
went through the marking panel. Marks were given and recorded on a separate sheet of paper. 
These 50 exams were then placed back into circulation and corrected again. If there were 
changes to the marks they were discussed with the individual markers.  
 
Throughout the marking process there were statistical analysis run an item data to enhance the 
reliability and consistency of marking and to identify any potential problem areas. Areas of 
concern were identified and addressed through during the first two days of marking. 
  
b) Commentary on Response 
 
Generally, the board felt that many students listed rather than explained their answers. Students 
once again did not use the case study material to properly support their answers or simply tried 
to lift information from the case studies without using their own supporting geographical 
knowledge.  It was apparent that students were not fully reading the questions. 
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PART II 
Section A 

Total Value: 8% 
 

Instructions: Complete All Questions in Part 11, Section A.  
 
 
Value  
4% 59. “At the present time, only a small portion of this vast Earth is used for

 agriculture.  We should not worry about feeding the world’s growing population
 because we simply need to convert more land to farmland.”  Provide two reasons
 to explain why you agree or disagree with this statement. 

 
Grading Key 
 
• 1 mark for each statement,  
• 1 mark for corresponding explanation 
 
Answers 
 
• Destruction of ecosystems (wetlands, forests, etc) 
• Damage to ecosystems leads to reduction in species 
• If marginal lands are used for agriculture, this leads to desertification (Sahel). Harmful to 

people in the long run (starvation, migration, etc) 
• If rainforests are cut down, oxygen-carbon dioxide balance is changed 
• Global warming  
 
Commentary on Response 
 
A major problem was that students did not consider the full statement. Students focused on 
whether or not there was a need to worry about feeding the world’s growing population and not 
about whether this was desirable or possible. 
 
Students 
 
• provided little explanation of points made 
• focused on part of the statement did not answer the question asked 
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Exemplars: 
Excellent:  4/4 
 

 
 
Good  3/4 
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Value 
4%  60. Provide two arguments outlining why selective cutting is a preferred method of 

tree harvesting. 
 
Grading Key 
 
• 1 mark for each statement,  
• 1 mark for corresponding explanation 
 
Answers 
 
• Less ecologically disruptive because only individual or small groups of mature trees are 

cut down.       
• Bulk of forest is left intact to regenerate naturally 
• With clear cutting all trees are cut down and the ecosystem will struggle to recover even 

if replanting is undertaken with care. 
• Difficult to duplicate the bio-diversity of the original forest. Wildlife is disrupted and soil 

is easily eroded. 
• Strip cutting uses large numbers of roads to obtain required sections of forest. Very 

disruptive to the ecosystem. 
• Gives a higher quality output 
• More profit if smaller trees are left to grow 
• Less soil erosion 
• Less controversy with environmentalists 
• Selective cutting can be a safety issue for workers 
 
Commentary on Response 
 
• Very few “zeros”.  Most students answered the question. 
• Majority of students presented two arguments. 
 
Students  
 
• failed to give a full explanation for the arguments. (e.g., failed to say how habitats are 

saved or how soil erosion is prevented) 
• confused selective cutting with a replanting process 
• dwelled on the arguments why selective cutting method is better, rather than look at why 

clear cutting and strip on thing are bad 
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Exemplars  
 
Excellent:  4/4 
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Good:  3/4 
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SECTION B 
Do only ONE of the Units in Section B 

 
Either:  Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth 

 OR:  Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization 
 
Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth 
 
4 %  61.  Using the source provided, identify and explain two factors why global 

population distribution is concentrated in certain regions of Earth. 
 
Grading Key: 

 
• 1 mark for listing each factor 
• 1 mark for corresponding explanation 
 
Answers 
 
• Latitude: Densely populated in low and middle latitudes (more favorable climate), not at 

high latitudes. Larger population in warmer areas. 
• Coastal areas: Densely populated along coastal areas but not so much inland. 

Transportation and original settlement patterns influence this pattern. 
• Transportation Routes: Nile River Great Lakes, etc. 
• AToo Theory@ - Settlement highest in areas that are not too.... hot (climate), too wet, too 

old, etc. 
 
Commentary on Response: 
 
Overall, this question was written fairly well. The majority of students clearly identified two 
factors, but there were a lot of responses that were incomplete in terms of the explanation.  
 
Students  
 
• focused more on death / birth rates 
• did not use the diagram effectively 
• listed factors and did not explain them 
• focused on local issues but not global trends 
• did not use key terminology (discussing location on Earth with respect to climate, but not 

using the term “Latitude”) 
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Exemplars 
 
Excellent:  4/4 

 

 
 

 
 



World Geography 3202 Grading Standards June 2007 9 

Good:  3/4 
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Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization  
 
4%  62. Identify and describe two types of settlement shapes. 

 
Grading Key 
 
• 0.5 mark for listing each settlement type 
• 1.5 marks for corresponding description 
 
Answers 
 
Any two of the following along with description 
 
• Compact 
• Loose Unit (cluster) 
• Linear (grid, circular, straight line, T- shaped Y- shaped) 
• Composite (concentration of smaller settlements) 
 
Commentary on Response: 
 
Very few students attempted this question. Of those who completed the question, the answers 
were good.  
 
Students 
 
• misunderstood the what was being asked, probably because they didn’t finish reading the 

question fully 
• provided answers relating to the factors that influence where communities are located and 

not the shape of those communities 
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Exemplars  
 
Excellent:  4/4 
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Good:  3/4 
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PART II, SECTION C 
 

Instructions:  Do ALL questions in Part II, Section C. 
 
CASE STUDY 2 (Case Study 2 is addressed first due to a numbering issue on the 
examination) 
 
Units 1-5 
 
Value 
4% 63.  Name and explain the types of water erosion taking place in Figure 1 and Figure 2 
 
Figure 1                                   Figure 2 

     
 
 
Grading Key 
 
• 1 mark for each name  
• 1 mark for corresponding explanation 
 
Answers  
    
• Source 1: Vertical Erosion - River erodes the bottom of the channel. It is the chief 

direction of erosion when rivers are youthful and forming at higher elevations. 
• Source 2: Lateral Erosion - As rivers reach lower elevations and no longer have steep 

slopes, they slow down and begin to erode the sides of their channel and meander. 
 
Commentary on Response: 
 
A large number of students either did not attempt this question or simply received a score of 0%. 
This process was clearly not understood by many students. 
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Students 
 
• used Figure 3 to answer the question. 
• referred to horizontal erosion instead of lateral erosion, probably because it is the 

opposite of vertical.  
 
Exemplars 
 
Excellent:  4/4 
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Good:  3/4 
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Value 
4% 64. What evidence identifies the life cycle stage of each river in Figures 1 and 2. 
 

Grading Key 
 
• 1 mark for identification of evidence 
• 0.5 marks for each piece of evidence 
 
Answers 
 
• Figure 1: Youth - Presence of rapids and waterfalls. Steep gradient and a narrow v-

shaped valley. Little lateral erosion, clear water, straight). 
• Figure 2: Maturity – Growing evidence of lateral erosion. Presence of well developed 

meanders. Widening of river valley reduction in gradient and no waterfalls or rapids, 
flood plain, tributaries. 

 
Commentary on Response: 
 
Question #64 was done well with a high percentage of students scoring above 3.  
 
Students 
 
• failed to identify Fig #2 as a mature river, rather they said it was an old river 
 

Exemplars 
 
Excellent:  4/4 
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Good:  3/4 
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Value 
6%  65. As a resident living in the Badger area, you have seen the effects of continued 

flooding on the community.  Identify two ways flooding would affect the lives of 
residents in Badger and describe two possible solutions to deal with this flooding. 

 
Grading Key 
 
• 1 mark for identification of each way 
•  2 marks for corresponding solution 
 
Answers 
 
Affects:  
- loss of property 
- evacuate area/have to leave home 
- loss of life/wildlife, etc  
- damage to ecosystems  
- loss of income: individual 
- economic loss to business 
- disrupt daily activities like school etc. 
 
Solution: 
- flood ways 
- dikes or levies along river 
- rapid response to potential flooding 
- deepening of river channel so it carries more water 
- reduce the number of people living on the flood plane 
- prevent further development in floods zone. 
 
Students 
 
• answered only part of the question 
• listed solutions with no explanation 
• only explained the affects and did not discuss solutions 
• failed to read question completely and correctly 
 



World Geography 3202 Grading Standards June 2007 20 

Exemplars  
 
Excellent:  6/6 
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Good:  4/6 
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CASE STUDY 1 (Case Study 2 was addressed first due to a numbering issue on the 
examination) 
 
Units 1 - 5 
 
Value 
4%  66. Identify the type of delta found in Figure 3 and explain how deltas are formed. 
 

Figure 3 
 

Mississippi
River Delta

 
 

 
Grading Key 
 
• 1 mark for identification of delta  
• 3 marks for corresponding explanation 
 
Answers 
 
Digitate Delta: 
 
• Rivers carry sediment (eroded material). 
• This sediment is suspended due to the velocity of the current. 
• The speed or velocity slows down at the mouth of the river or when the river enters the 

sea. 
• The suspended material will begin to sink and the sediment will build up forming sand 

bars or deltas. 
• The river will now find new routes to the sea (distributaries), giving the delta its 

distinctive shape. 
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Commentary on Response: 
 
The first part of the question was done very poorly in that students could not correctly identify 
the type of delta in the diagram.  
 
Students:  
 
• described the shape as “finger like”, yet identified it as an estuarine delta 
• stated that sediments originated from a deep ocean environment 
• described delta formation as a result of glacial action 
• neglected to mention a reduction in energy as the stream/river entered a large body of 

water 
• described shoreline erosion and not delta formation 
    
 
Exemplars 
 
Excellent:  4/4 
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Good:  3/4 
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Value 
4%  67. Explain two factors that would account for the loss of wetlands along the 

Louisiana coastline. 
 
Grading Key 
 
• 0.5 marks for listing each factor 
• 1.5 marks for corresponding explanation 
 
Answers 
  
• rising ocean water levels 
• erosion of costal wetlands 
• greater impact from hurricanes, etc 
• man made structures such as dikes, canals, etc. reduce the levels of sediment replacement 
• lack of sediment and freshwater flow deprive the marsh lands of plant growth which over 

time will kill the wetland 
• navigator channels were cut through the marshes which allowed salt water to move in 

and kill the freshwater vegetation 
 
 Commentary on Response 
 
Students were able to come up with a list of factors for loss of wetlands but many did not explain 
these factors fully.  
 
Students 
 
• simply listed and did not use the case study well 
• did not elaborate by using examples provided in the case study 
• misunderstood the question. Some answered the question by showing the negative 

impacts of wetland loss to humans rather than the impact of human development on 
wetland destruction 
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Exemplars 
 
Excellent:  4/4 
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World Geography 3202 Grading Standards June 2007 29 

Good:  3/4 
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Value 
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6%  68. “Human need to enhance the economy may conflict with natural ecosystems.”  
With reference to the case study and your geographical knowledge, explain three 
ways in which this statement is true. 

 
Grading Key 
 
• 1 mark for listing each way 
• 1 mark for corresponding explanation 
• Students could use examples from outside the case study to answer the question posed 

but could score no higher than half marks by doing so.  The question clearly states “with 
reference to the case study”. 

 
Answers (from the case study) 
 
• Oil and gas development will help the economy but disrupts or destroys ecosystems 

during construction. 
• Oil and gas development helps the economy but spills will be very harmful to the 

ecosystem. 
• Shipping of oil and gas are beneficial in terms of jobs and other local businesses but may 

cause pollution. 
• Oil spills may cause revenue loss for other groups such as fishermen. 
• The technology used in oil recovery and exploration may disturb natural habitat of fish, 

etc. 
• Pipelines to carry oil may result in pollution or loss of habitat or change in migration 

routes of certain animals. 
• Technology use in the fishery has increased revenues in the short term but led to job loss 

and destruction of fish stocks in the long term. (commercial fishery accounts for 25 - 
35% of national total catch) 

• Agricultural effects on ecosystem and economy 
• Improve navigation - link economy 
• Housing developments / Infrastructure and land use / Ecosystem 
• Dams and levees - link ecosystem and economy 
• Profits: links / ecosystem  
 
Students:  
 
• provided two references instead of three 
• listed appropriate references without explanation 
• did not link ecosystem and economy 
• failed to refer to the case study 
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Exemplars 
 
Excellent:  6/6 
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Good:  4/6 
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SECTION D 
 

Do only ONE of the Units in Section D. 
 

Either:  Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth 
Or:   Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization 
 
 
Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth 
 
Value 
4%  69. Explain the stage of the Demographic Transition Model in which (i) Italy and (ii) 

India can be classified. 
 
Grading Key 
 
• 1 mark for each stage 
• 1 mark for corresponding explanation  
 
Answers 
 
• Italy- Late Stage 3 or Stage 4: Birth rates and death rates have declined to the point that 

there is little if any natural increase in population. Population will actually suffer natural 
decrease in the future. 

 
• India – Late Stage 2 or Stage 3: Both birth rates and death rates are declining but there is 

still a wide gap between them. This means that there will still be a large natural increase 
in population in the immediate future. 

 
Students 
 
• did not identify the stage each country was currently in 
• discussed Birth Rate or Death Rate, but not both 
• referred to pyramid diagrams rather the Demographic Transition Model – thus spoke 

about expansive, contracting or stable populations 
• described each country moving through all 4 stages instead of identifying its present 

stage 
• assumed India was in Stage1 
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Exemplars  
 
Excellent:  4/4 
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Good:  3/4 
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Value  
6%  70.  The quote by Ninnie Lundblad indicates the factors behind the decreasing birth 

and fertility rates in developed countries "is kind of sickening."  Giving three 
reasons to support your position, explain whether you agree or disagree with 
Lunblad's view. 

 
Grading Key 
 
•  1 mark for listing each reason 
•  1 mark for corresponding explanation 
 
Answers 
 
Disagree:  
 
• wait longer so you are better of financially 
• enjoy the freedom of not having children 
• too expensive to have large families 
• both parents need to work to support even small families 
• just because the country is rich does not mean that all people are 
• women are more educated, more independent and have choices 
• people want to enjoy themselves while they are young and decided to have children later 

but never do. 
• personal choice 
• stress on the economy / pollution 
 
Agree: 
 
• people put money ahead of everything 
• should have children to financially look after our healthcare and pensions in the future 
• selfish and do not want children 
• need children to keep population from declining 
 
Students 
 
• gave only one reason to support answer 
• did not elaborate on reasons given 
• supported position with wrong reasons / evidence 
• discussed population rates in developed vs. developing countries in general terms 
• misread the question or didn’t really know what it was asking 
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Exemplars 
 
Excellent:  6/6 
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Good:  4/6 
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Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization 
 
4%  71. Describe two reasons that would account for differences in the rate of urban 

growth in India over Italy. 
 

Grading Key 
 
• 0.5 marks for each reason given  
• 1.5 marks for corresponding description  
 
Answers 
 
• Italy is in a higher stage of development than India and therefore experiences lower birth 

rates due to education, birth control, etc. 
• Italy’s population is more urbanized to begin with and therefore families sizes tend to be 

smaller.  
• Italy’s population is more highly educated and birth rates go down as education 

increases. 
• Infant mortality rate is lower in Italy and therefore not necessary to have as many 

children because more survive. 
• As with many developing nations families are traditionally large. 
• Urbanization has been occurring in Italy since WW II.  More recently in India. 
• Rural to urban migration is occurring in India as the country moves toward a higher level 

of development .  
• Italy’s population is older. More young people in India. 
• Natural increase due to high population in India. 
 
Students 
 
• didn’t seem to understand the difference in the rate of urban growth between India and 

Italy.  If development was mentioned it was not linked to how it would affect urban 
growth in India over Italy. 

• didn’t identify that Italy’s development was higher than India’s and occurred much 
earlier (After WW II) compared with that of India’s which is much more recent. 

• ideas were not clearly stated (vague). 
• tried to link the information from the case study to the question but the answer required 

greater elaboration and more detail. 
• often referred to India or Italy as cities. (Moving from Italy to find work in India) – Very 

limited geographical knowledge. 
• referred to the people residing in India wanting boys and therefore having larger families 

and not elaborating on the concept anymore than that. 
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Exemplars 
 
Excellent:  4/4 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



44     World Geography 3202 Grading Standards June 2007 
 

 

Good:  3/4 
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Value 
6%  72. As a young person living in an Italian city, explain three ways your quality of life 

could be influenced by the population changes taking place in your country. 
 
Grading Key 
 
• 0.5 marks for listing each way 
• 1.5 marks for corresponding explanation  
 
Answers 
 
• Changes to required infrastructure. Less day care, more seniors complexes. 
• As population ages there will be a greater need for long term care and therefore less 

money for something else. 
• You will have to pay out an increasing portion of your income in order to support an 

aging population. 
• You may be given government money to have larger families. 
• It may be difficult to find qualified people to work in some sectors of the economy. 
• More job opportunities may arise as more people retire. 
• Could be fewer jobs in certain sectors of the economy as demand decreases due to a 

decrease in population. 
• You may experience increased social pressure to have more children then you prefer. 
   
 
Students 
 
• described how current conditions would influence their quality of life 
• used data in the case study to compare current quality of life indicators of Italy and India 
• described how Italy’s growing population, and not its future decreasing population, – will 

affect the quality of life for residents 
• did not seem to understand the question 
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Exemplars 
 
Excellent:  6/6 
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Excellent:  4/6 
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WORLD GEOGRAPHY 3202 
PART I - SECTION A 

SELECTED - RESPONSE ITEM ANALYSIS 
 

Responses 

A B C D Item Answer 

% % % % 

This section covers Units 1, 2, 3, 6 and 10 

1.     D 12.2 12.7 21.4 53.5 

2.     A 63.4 25.8 0.6 10.2 

3.     A 82.6 5.7 7.3 4.1 

4.     B 25.0 71.1 2.2 1.6 

5.     C 5.2 13.1 74.1 7.5 

6.     D 19.2 22.6 17.4 40.6 

7.     D 13.5 12.3 22.1 52.0 

8.     B 11.1 73.2 8.5 7.1 

9.     A 44.7 48.8 2.7 3.8 

10.   C 15.0 0.8 73.4 10.7 

11.   D 4.0 3.2 8.5 84.2 

12.   C 3.0 5.6 76.1 15.2 

13.   C 19.6 14.2 58.0 8.0 

14.   C 12.9 5.4 71.6 10.0 

15.   B 13.3 63.4 11.8 11.5 

16.   A 49.5 4.8 20.8 24.8 

17.   A 97.7 0.7 1.2 0.3 

18.   A 75.1 9.2 11.9 3.7 

19.   A 92.0 2.5 2.6 2.9 

20.   C 39.8 22.5 35.5 2.2 

21.   D 0.8 2.5 7.1 89.5 

22.   A 57.4 17.1 14.1 11.3 

23.   C 2.0 25.7 70.7 1.5 
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Responses 

A B C D Item Answer 

% % % % 

24.   B & C 32.2 14.2 46.8 6.7 

25.   B 1.9 84.3 12.6 1.1 

26.   D 5.3 7.4 29.2 58.0 

27.   D 13.4 21.0 18.9 46.4 

28.   B 13.9 51.9 21.4 12.7 

29.   A 38.7 26.4 24.9 10.0 

30.   C 8.3 5.3 82.6 3.6 

31.   C 10.1 5.1 81.7 2.9 

32.   A 72.5 3.8 19.4 4.2 

33.   D 8.5 6.3 2.3 82.8 

34.   A 90.8 1.3 1.3 6.6 

35.   A 64.8 6.1 20.1 8.9 

36.   B 8.0 60.1 17.8 14.1 

37.   C 12.0 15.3 44.2 28.4 

38.   A 71.8 3.7 17.9 6.5 

39.   C 9.5 10.4 64.8 15.0 

40.   C 22.7 8.9 44.4 23.9 

41.   B 8.9 83.1 2.5 5.3 

42.   A 91.2 7.1 0.7 0.8 
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SECTION B 
Do only ONE of the Units in Section B 

Either:  Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth (43 - 50) 
Or: Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization (51 - 58) 

Responses 

A B C D Item Answer 

% % % % 
 

SECTION B: Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth (N = 2826) 

43.   A 87.93 4.75 2.83 4.53 

44.   C 6.00 4.98 86.80 2.26 

45.   B 17.31 56.58 6.22 19.69 

46.   C .45 6.00 93.25 .11 

47.   B 11.88 83.51 3.17 1.24 

48.   A 51.04 22.97 14.60 11.20 

49.   C 15.39 2.72 63.60 17.99 

50.   A 84.08 3.51 3.51 8.60 
 

Responses 

A B C D Item Answer 

% % % % 
 

SECTION B: Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization (N = 372) 

51. A 81.92 7.04 9.62 1.41 

52.   D 19.20 2.11 8.43 70.26 

53.  A 77.23 8.69 3.99 10.09 

54.  B 43.19 39.44 11.27 6.10 

55.  C 8.45 6.34 69.72 15.49 

56.  D 14.32 15.04 31.98 38.66 

57.  D 22.89 22.41 10.60 44.10 

58.  D 20.72 5.54 33.25 40.48 
NOTE: Percentages may not add to 100% due to multiple answers or missing values. 
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WORLD GEOGRAPHY 3202 
PART II - SECTION A 

SHORT AND CONSTRUCTED - RESPONSE ANSWERS 
ITEM ANALYSIS 

Item  Students Completing 
Item  Value Average 

PART II - SECTION A - Do ALL questions in Part 11, Section A 

59 3198 4 1.73 

60 3198 4 2.76 

SECTION B 
Do only ONE of the Units in Section B 

Either:  Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth 
                                                   Or:   Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization 

SECTION B: Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth  

61 2916 4 2.42 

SECTION B: Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization 

62 282 4 2.09 

PART II - SECTION C- Consists of two Case Studies. Do ALL questions in this section. 

Case Study 1 - Units 1 - 5     

63 3198 4 1.87 

64 3198 4 2.82 

65 3198 6 3.40 

Case Study 2 - Units 1 - 5 

66 3198 4 1.62 

67 3198 4 2.75 

68 3198 6 3.12 
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PART II - SECTION D - Do only ONE of the Units in Section D.  
NOTE: Both Units use Case Study 3 below. 

Either:  Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth 
                                                   Or:   Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization 

Unit 6 - Population Distribution and Growth 

69 2455 4 2.01 

70 2455 6 2.90 

Unit 7 - Settlement and Urbanization 

71 743 4 1.69 

72 743 6 1.98 
 
 
 
 


