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Grading Standards
World History 3201 / Histoire Mondiale 3231

June 2006

PRE-MARKING APPRAISAL

The marking board was generally pleased with the examination. The selected-response questions
were fair and considered to be a good sampling of the curriculum outcomes. Adjustments were
made to question 32 as more than one distractor was arguably correct..Question 3 was eliminated
due to a sequencing problem with the distractors

It was agreed that Question 56 needed a more specific time frame and, as a result, the answer
key was adjusted to accommodate different interpretations of the term “former Soviet
Republics”.

Marking Scales

All questions in Part II were marked using one of the following scales:

5 point questions:

Use of Document: 2%

2%

1%

0%

Superior

Limited

2 references with little extension or 1 reference with considerable
extension

1 reference with little extension

Inappropriate or no reference to the document

Use of Own Knowledge: 3%

3%

2%

1%

0%

Superior

Adequate

Limited  

3 references with little extension or 2 with adequate extension or
1 reference with considerable extension

2 references with little extension or 1 with adequate extension 

1 reference with little extension

Inappropriate or no reference to own knowledge
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10 point questions:

Use of Documents: 5%

5% Superior 2 references with considerable extension – one from each source

4% Adequate 4 references with little extension – two from each source or
1 reference with little extension from a source and 1 reference with
considerable extension from a source

3% Average 1 reference with considerable extension from a source or 3
references with little extension

2% Limited 2 references with little extension – one from each source

1% Minimal 1 reference with little extension from a source

0% Inappropriate or no reference to the document

Use of Own Knowledge: 5%

5% Superior 2 references with considerable extension

4% Adequate 4 references with little extension or 1 reference with little extension
and 1 reference with considerable extension

3% Average 3 references with little extension or 1 reference with considerable
extension

2% Limited 2 references with little extension

1% Minimal 1 reference with little extension from own knowledge

0% Inappropriate or no reference to own knowledge
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Marking Standard and Consistency

An answer key/scoring scale was provided to all markers on the first day.  The key was
examined and discussed. Some modifications were made and a final key was agreed upon.

Marker reliability was checked by obtaining a random sample of 50 papers that went through the
marker panel and marks were assigned to each question on a separate sheet of paper. The 50
exams were put back into the original stacks of exams and corrected again.

Throughout the marking process a statistical analysis was run on item data.  This was done to
enhance reliability and consistency of marking.

COMMENTARY ON RESPONSE:

The three questions that were the most poorly answered were Items 54, 56, 58. 

• In question 54, many students left it out or poorly answered the question.
• In question 56, students confused the time frame, talking about different historical

periods.
• Many students did not attempt question 58.
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PART 11
Total Value: 50%

Value

  5% 51. Using the cartoon and your knowledge of history, explain whether or not the
Treaty of Versailles was just?

Use of Document:

The cartoon shows the victorious Allies (Britain, France, U.S., Italy, Japan) trying
to shove the pill (“the peace terms”) down the throat of Germany, and the
indication is that Germany is not willing to swallow the pill (“you got to swallow
it whether you like it or not”). This forcing of the “peace terms” on Germany,
without Germany having any input, made the Treaty of Versailles very unjust.

Use of Own Knowledge: 

The Treaty of Versailles was unjust for the following reasons:
• forced reparations payment
• deflating Germany’s self-image
• weakened German economy
• drastically reduced its military

Commentary on Response:

Most students answered this question and overall it was fairly well done. The
majority referred to the document and related this to their own knowledge of
history.

Students:

• blamed Hitler for the problems of WWI.
• thought the Allied nations, listed on the fingers in the graphic, were being

forced to swallow the “peace terms”.
• thought that the man being held represented the British Empire.
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Exemplars:
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Value

  5% 52. Using the source provided and your knowledge of history, assess how German
and British attitudes on the eve of World War I contributed to rivalry and conflict.

Use of Document:

The quote provided highlighted the fact that Germany was a new player to the
international scene and its attitude was that they would change the world.
Conversely Britain, which had been the leader in international affairs for
centuries, wanted to maintain the “status quo”

Use of Own Knowledge: 

• Germany and Britain believed that any war would be short.
• Both countries had an imperialist attitude.
• Both had a strong pride in their nation.
• Britain felt that Germany was a threat to its position in the world.
• Germany felt left out of the race for colonies.

Commentary on Response:

The majority of students answered this question.  The document was used by
almost all students, but in a few cases, no mention of the document was included
in an otherwise good answer.

Students:

• referenced only the document but did not support it with historical
knowledge.

• blamed Hitler and his mistreatment of groups such as the Jews, illustrating a
lack of knowledge regarding 20  century time linesth
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Exemplars:
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Value

  10% 53. Using the sources provided and your knowledge of history, analyze the basic
elements of fascism.

Source 1:
• Source 1 indicates the fascist element of military strength or “might is

right”, and the idea of war being a possible way to meet this goal of military
glory. “Germany will either become a world power or will not continue to
exist at all”.

• territorial growth

Source 2:

• Source 2  highlights the fascist element of both military strength and
extreme nationalism, indicated by the symbols in the picture. As well,
students could say that dictatorship is indicated because Hitler is the focus
of attention / obedience / unity of purpose.

• glorification of a leader: der Fuhrer
• glorification of the military
• Other elements of fascism that could be mentioned or expanded upon would

be:
• economic self-sufficiency
• creation of scapegoats / Jews
• policy of Lebensraum
• a glorification of the past
• the idea of emotion not reason
• extreme right
• anti-communist (also alluded to as a scapegoat).

Use of Own Knowledge: 
• extreme nationalism
• dictatorship - devotion of leader
• economic self-sufficiency
• glorification of war
• totalitarianism
• creation of a scapegoat / Jews
• world domination
• Lebensraum
• glorification of the past
• might makes right
• emotion not reason
• simple answers to complex questions
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Commentary on Response:

For the most part, the question was fairly well answered. Students generally had
some notion of “Fascist” ideology.  Most students referenced both documents in
their answers.

 Students:

• did not elaborate on their answers.
• confused Fascism with Communism. (e.g., Hitler wanted to spread

Communism throughout Europe.)
• merely re-stated the obvious from the sources with little extension
• missed obvious connections regarding the source (e.g., pageantry in the

illustration, nationalism or devotion to a leader).

Exemplars:
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Continued below
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Value

  10% 54. Using the sources provided and your knowledge of history, evaluate how the
impact of new leaders and technological advances increased tensions at the
Potsdam Conference.

Source 1:

“After Potsdam, one wouldn’t be very hopeful any longer. It was quite obvious they (Soviet

Union) were going to be troublesome. The war had left them holding positions far into Eastern

Europe.”

                          - Clement Atlee, British Prime Minister, recalling the Potsdam Conference

Source: 2

“Stalin was convinced that the United States would use the ‘bomb’ to win worldwide power.”

Use of Documents:

Source 1 highlights the fact that changes in leadership at Potsdam resulted in
increased tensions - Atlee who replaced Winston Churchill, mentioned the tension
when he said “It was quite obvious they (Soviet Union) were going to be
troublesome”, because of their domination of Eastern Europe.

Source 2, refers to tension created by technology advances, specifically the 
atomic bomb. (See knowledge of items for further information of what students
could use with this document.)

Use of Knowledge:

• Between July 17 and August 17, 1945, the last wartime conference was held
at Potsdam. Stalin met with U.S. President Harry Truman (Roosevelt had
died) and British Prime Minister Clement Atlee (Churchill had lost the
recent British election). There was disagreement on the question of Poland.
It was agreed that all Nazi institutions would be dismantled and Nazi war
criminals would be tried and punished. Reparations would be paid in
machinery, the Soviets had the right to take what they wanted from the
Eastern sector of Germany and 35% from the western sector.

• They could not agree on the future of Germany so the “temporary
arrangement” to divide Germany and Berlin remained

• The West wanted to reinstate the London Poles while Stalin would only
recognize the Lublin Poles who were already in place.

• President Truman saw things in black and white terms, with little room for
compromise. As a result, he adopted a “get tough” attitude with the Soviets
(different from Roosevelt). He believed the Soviets were acting like a bully
in Europe and should be made to mend its ways.
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• Unlike Roosevelt, Truman was highly suspicious of the Soviets and had no
intention of working closely with Stalin like Roosevelt. This new approach
towards the Soviets increased tensions.

• In August 1945, the United States ended WWII by dropping atomic bombs
on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

• The atomic bomb became a source of tension for several reasons:
• Truman had not told Stalin that the U.S. intended to drop these on Japan.
• The U.S. refused to share the secret of how to make such a bomb.
• Stalin was convinced the U.S. would use the bomb to win worldwide

power.
• Stalin ordered his scientists to develop an atomic bomb.

Commentary on Response:

This question was generally not answered well. 

Students:

• answered the question but showed no understanding of what the question
was asking or the sources.

• concentrated on one source or the other - but not both. When both sources
were used it was generally a repeat of sources with little or no extension.

• answered the Potsdam question by discussing the tension at Potsdam in
relation to the Cuban Missile Crisis, Berlin Blockade, Vietnam, etc.

• were not able to discuss tensions caused by new leaders as they did not
know who these new leaders were or that there were tensions between them.
Many referred to Clement Atlee because of the source but confused him
with U.S. President Truman.

• discussed technological developments as being all weapons from rifles to U-
boats / submarines when referencing Source 2.

• referred to tensions between leaders as the Iron Curtain / Two Hostile Camp
speeches.

• discussed the Atomic bomb as having been dropped already -not after
Potsdam.

• immediately went into a discussion of the Truman Doctrine, Policy of
Containment, Marshall Plan, etc, when they mentioned Truman replacing
Roosevelt.
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Exemplars:
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Value

   5% 55. Using the document provided and your knowledge of history, evaluate the Soviet
Union’s reaction to the policy of containment.

Thus the Marshall Plan widely advertised as a plan to “save peace” was essentially aimed at

uniting bourgeois countries on an anti-Soviet basis. Even right wing politicians and publicists

(supporters in the press) saw the Marshall Plan as the nucleus (beginning) of a new Holy

Alliance against Communism.

Source: Russia and the USSR.(70)

Use of Document:

The document refers to the Marshall Plan and how this was an “anti-Soviet Plan”
and how it was the “nucleus beginning / of a new alliance against Communism”.
This then created a reaction to containment by motivating the Soviet Union to
create the Molotov Plan. (The Marshall Plan and the Molotov Plan should both be
explained.)

Use of Knowledge:

• discussion of the Berlin Blockade and how this to was a reaction to
containment, (eg.:  The Marshall Plan and Truman Doctrine).

• discussion about the Warsaw Pact and how this policy resulted from the
formation of NATO.

• students could also mention how the reaction to containment, increased the
feeling of suspicion between the USSR & the West.

Students:

• did not mention the Berlin Blockade, the Warsaw Pack or NATO, although
most students mentioned or elaborated on the Marshall Plan and the
Molotov Plan.

• simply gave a definition of containment and elaborated only on the Molotov
Plan.
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Exemplars: 
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Value

   5% 56. Using the document provided and your knowledge of history, assess the
challenges faced by the former Soviet republics.

“The only way to save the situation from the rubbish heap of history is to allow other groups in

society, eventually other parties, to compete against the Party. Only if people choose it, is it

worth having.”                                                             -  Communist Officer

Source: The Cold War and After.(41)

Use of Document:

The document refers to the challenges of political reform that the former Soviet
Republics were faced with, particularly the idea of the democratic process. “The
only way to save . . . communism from the rubble of history, is to allow other
groups in society to compete against the communist party.” This was a new
concept and caused many problems for the Soviet government, for example, how
could Gorbachev incorporate democratic principles into a communist system?

Use of Knowledge:

• Students should also discuss the challenges of economic stability. Moving
from a static-controlled economy to a free-market economy proved to be a
very big challenge. Strikes, which were forbidden under the old communist
system, became a very common occurrence, because people felt that their
living and working conditions were becoming worse. The Soviet people felt
their needs, for such common items as food, housing, and medical supplies,
were not being addressed. As well the new market economy resulted in
spiraling inflation and escalating unemployment.

• Ethnic relations: The former Soviet Union consisted of 50 different
nationalities speaking 100 different languages and practicing many different
religions. Many groups under the old Soviet system were restricted and
separatist activities were repressed. Under Gorbachev’s rule, these groups
were given much more freedom, and become more vocal and more difficult
to control. Arguments over language rights and other problems surfaced
which challenged the peaceful co-existence of these ethnic groups and
sometimes created rivalries and hostilities among these groups.



World History 3201 Grading Standards June 2006Page 33 of  53

Students: 

• discussed the challenges of former republics since the break-up of the USSR
since 1991 (as was originally intended in the question), however, answers
were not very well developed.

• discussed the challenges of the “former Soviet Republics” when they were
communist states (i.e., challenges of living in a totalitarian state) and many
listed all of the challenges since the 1917 revolution, (eg.: NEP,
collectivization, purges). 

• interpreted the question as meaning challenges faced by the new satellite
communist countries (post 1945). This was not recognized as a valid
interpretation.

• misinterpreted (in Histoire mondiale)  the word “défis” in the question
which means “challenges”.  They interpreted the word as meaning “defeat”. 
This is a unusual mistake as “défis” is a common word that they should
recognize, and it is also part of the name for Unit 2 in the course.

Exemplars: 



World History 3201 Grading Standards June 2006Page 34 of  53



World History 3201 Grading Standards June 2006Page 35 of  53



World History 3201 Grading Standards June 2006Page 36 of  53

Value

   5% 57. Using the source provided and your knowledge of history, analyze how suicide
bombings in Israel have posed threats to world peace and security.

“On July 30, 1997 two men, dressed in suits and carrying brief cases, walked into the market in

Jerusalem and pulled the cords on their twin bombs. They killed themselves and twelve others.

Hamas, an extemist Palestinian group, said that it was responsible for the attack. Their aim: to

destroy the peace talks and the state of Israel.”

Source: War and Peace in the Middle East. (46)

Use of Document:

The source refers to two suicide bombers, supposedly from Hamas, an extremist
Palestinian group, “dressed in suits and carrying brief cases”, killing themselves
and twelve others in an ordinary market place in Jerusalem. This incident
highlights the threat to world peace because as the document also states, the main
purpose or aim of the Hamas suicide bombing, was to “destroy the peace talks
and the state of Israel.” This has worldwide consequences as the United States is a
close ally of Israel and this places them at odds with Islamic countries in the
Middle East.

Use of Knowledge:

• Students could mention the other impediments to peace and security such as
Islamic fundamentalism and its opposition to Western secularism.

• Suicide bombings in other parts of the world have increased threats to world
peace and security.

Students:

• did not refer to the source. 
• focused on the suicide bombings in Israel rather than broadening their

answer to a world context..
• confused Israelis with Palestinians.
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Exemplars: 
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Value

   5% 58. Using the source provided and your knowledge of history, explain the causes of
the Suez Crisis in Egypt.

In September 1956, Eden wrote to the US President:

“... the seizure of the Suez Canal is, we [Britain] are convinced, the opening move in a planned

campaign designed by Nasser to expel all western influence and interests from Arab countries.

He believes that if he can get away with this, his prestige in Arabia will be so great that [Arab]

governments will have to place their united oil resources under the control of a united Arabia

led by Egypt and under Russian influence. When that moment comes Nasser can deny oil to

western Europe and we shall all be at his mercy.”

Source: War & Peace. (15)

Use of Document:

• Pan-Arabic Movement
• Nationalism
• Oil

Use of Knowledge:

• Imperialism / Colonialism
• Nationalism
• Arab-Israeli Conflict
• Non-alignment status
• Cold War
• Czech Arms
• Israeli Embargo

Students:

• summary of events, and key knowledge components were left out.
• confused Israel with India or Africa (South Africa)
• generalized about the Suez Crisis events.
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Exemplars:
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Value
   5% 59. Using the source provided and your knowledge of history, analyze how the

partitioning of Palestine triggered tension in the Middle East leading to Arab-
Israel wars between 1948-1973.

Use of Document:

• non defined borders
• surrounded by Arab states

Use of Knowledge:

• Two new countries Palestine & Israel were created by the U.N.
• Palestinians became refugees.
• Palestinians refused UN defense of borders.
• Palestinians refused to recognize role of Jerusalem.
• Israel became an occupying power as a result of its successes.
• All Arab states refused to recognize Israel’s right to exist. 
• State of Palestine ceased to exist.

Students:

• gave a lot of background historical information rather than deal with the
source and specific examples of “tensions” that resulted from the
“partitioning of Palestine.” 

• gave general responses. 
• did not deal with any Arab-Israeli war/wars in any detail.
• students did not mention the document/source.
• confused the Israelis and Palestinians.
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Exemplars:
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TABLE 1

WORLD HISTORY 3201 ITEM ANALYSIS 

SELECTED-RESPONSE  PART 1

Item Answer

Responses

A B C D

% % % %

1.    D 17.1 1.7 3.8 77.2

2.    A 78.1 12.6 3.1 6.2

3.    Question Omitted

4.    A 59.9 8.2 20.6 11.3

5.    A 62.9 5.6 18.2 13.2

6.    C 15.6 4.4 67.1 12.8

7.    C 20.8 4.4 70.5 4.1

8.    C 1.0 0.5 96.5 2.0

9.    B 3.8 85.2 9.3 1.6

10.  C 12.1 16.4 44.7 26.6

11.  B 12.4 70.4 10.0 7.1

12.  C 4.5 4.4 85.2 5.6

13.  B 13.6 51.6 21.1 13.5

14.  D 32.6 2.3 8.2 56.9

15.  D 5.7 19.4 9.9 65.0

16.  A 77.3 5.0 13.0 4.8

17.  A 79.7 3.8 16.0 0.5

18.  A 84.4 1.8 5.4 8.3

19.  A 73.9 3.5 8.5 14.0

20.  C 7.0 7.5 73.6 11.8

21.  D 14.2 10.9 5.0 69.9

22.  A 91.2 4.0 1.3 3.5

23.  C 6.0 4.0 85.5 4.5

24.  C 33.6 8.6 40.2 17.6

25.  A 73.9 7.5 3.4 15.1

26.  B 6.4 74.1 3.6 15.8

27.  C 4.6 7.2 85.2 2.9
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TABLE 1

WORLD HISTORY 3201 ITEM ANALYSIS 

SELECTED-RESPONSE  PART 1

Item Answer

Responses

A B C D

% % % %

28.  A 78.3 9.7 10.4 1.4

29.  D 4.1 18.8 7.3 69.6

30.  B 8.8 81.2 6.3 3.6

31.  A 86.5 3.3 7.5 2.8

32.  A & C 64.4 19.1 9.8 6.5

33.  A 96.3 1.2 1.3 1.2

34.  C 2.0 0.9 94.9 2.1

35.  B 12.5 79.7 4.8 3.0

36.  B 11.3 84.3 2.8 1.6

37.  C 11.7 1.7 77.4 9.0

38.  A 85.3 7.2 6.7 0.9

39.  A 76.2 11.4 5.3 7.2

40.  B 11.7 66.7 11.2 10.3

41.  A 77.3 1.2 6.7 14.7

42.  C 8.6 6.9 72.0 12.0

43.  A 91.3 3.8 4.0 0.7

44.  C 7.6 7.0 63.2 21.9

45.  A 48.8 5.6 27.6 17.6

46.  C 4.9 3.0 69.8 22.0

47.  C 8.7 2.0 88.4 0.8

48.  D 0.9 3.3 2.8 92.9

Complete either set of 49 or 50, depending on the unit studied.

49.  B 15.1 77..3 6.4 0.9

50.  C 1.2 6.7 88.1 3.7
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TABLE 11

WORLD HISTORY 3201 ITEM ANALYSIS

CONSTRUCTED -RESPONSE  PART 11

Item 
Students

Completing Item
Value Average

PART II - Do ALL questions in this section

51 1331 5 2.7

52 1331 5 2.4

53 1331 10 5.8

54 1331 10 4.1

55 1331 5 2.5

56 1331 5 1.8

57 1331 5 2.5

Complete either 58 or 59 depending on the unit studied.

UNIT 5.1 - India, Egypt, and South Africa

58 1331 5 2.1

UNIT 5.2 - Middle East

59 1331 5 2.3
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TABLE 11

HISTOIRE MONDIALE 3231 ITEM ANALYSIS

CONSTRUCTED -RESPONSE  PART 11

Item 
Students

Completing Item
Value Average

PART II - Do ALL questions in this section

51 331 5 3.0

52 331 5 2.9

53 331 10 5.2

54 331 10 3.9

55 331 5 3.0

56 331 5 1.5

57 331 5 2.2

Complete either 58 or 59 depending on the unit studied.

UNIT 5.1 - India, Egypt, and South Africa

58 331 5 2.4

UNIT 5.2 - Middle East

59 331 5 2.9
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