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World History 3201 / Histoire Mondiale 3231 
Grading Standards 

June 2008 
 

Pre-marking Appraisal 
 
The marking board was generally pleased with the examination.  The selected responses 
were considered to be a good sampling of the curriculum outcomes.  The length of the 
exam was reasonable and required students to analyze information from the documents 
and provide their own historical knowledge to support their answers. 
 
Marking Standard and Consistency 
 
An answer key / scoring key was distributed to all markers on the first day of the marking 
board.   The key was examined, discussed and modifications were made.  A final key was 
agreed upon.  Marker reliability and consistency were checked by a random sample of 31 
papers that went through the marking panel.  Marks were recorded on a separate sheet of 
paper.  These papers were then placed back into circulation and corrected again. If there 
were changes to the marks they were discussed with the individual marker.  Throughout 
the marking process there were statistical analysis and item data complied to enhance the 
reliability, ensure consistency of marking and to identify potential problem areas.  Areas 
of concern were addressed during the first two days of marking. 
 
Commentary on Responses 
 
Generally the board felt that many students used the sources.  It was apparent that some 
students were not fully reading the questions and sometimes confused outcomes. 
 
The two questions that were the most poorly answered were items 54 and 56. 
 

• In question 54, the question had mixed responses from students. About half the 
students who answered the question did well because they seemed to have good 
requisite knowledge and made effective use of the source.  Conversely, at least 
half of the students who answered the question generalized because they didn’t 
have the requisite knowledge to answer the question and made ineffective use of 
the source. 

 
• Question 56 was left out by many students. 
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Marking Scales 
 

All questions for Part II were marked using one of the following scales: 
 
 

5 point questions: 
 
 
Use of Document: 2% 
 
2 % Superior 2 references with little extension or 1 reference with 

considerable extension 
 

1 % Limited 1 reference with little extension 
 

0%  Inappropriate or no reference to the document 
 

Use of Own Knowledge:  3% 
 

3% Superior 3 references with little extension or 2 with adequate extension 
or 1 reference with considerable extension 
 

2% Adequate 2 references with little extension or 1 with adequate extension 
 

1% Limited 1 reference with little extension 
 

0%  Inappropriate or no reference to own knowledge 
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10 point questions: 
 
 

Use of Documents:  5% 
 

5% Superior 2 references with considerable extension – one from each 
source 
 

4% Adequate 4 references with little extension – two from each source or 1 
reference with little extension from a source and 1 reference 
with considerable extension from a source 
 

3% Average 1 reference with considerable extension from a source or 3 
references with little extension 
 

2% Limited 2 references with little extension – one from each source 
 

1% Minimal 1 reference with little extension from a source 
 

0%  Inappropriate or no reference to the document 
 

Uses of Own Knowledge: 5% 
 

5% Superior 2 references with considerable extension 
 

4% Adequate 4 references with little extension or 1 reference with little 
extension and 1 reference with considerable extension 
 

3% Average 3 references with little extension or 1 reference with 
considerable extension 
 

2% Limited 2 references with little extension 
 

1% Minimal 1 reference with little extension from own knowledge 
 

0%  Inappropriate or no reference to own knowledge 
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Part II 
Total Value 50% 

 
Value 
5% 
   
51. Based on the source below and your knowledge of history, explain the          

reasons for the expansion of imperial powers at the turn of the 20th century. 
 

 

Africa

Light Of the World  
 
Use of Source  
 

• The source depicts the role of nations to enlighten the uncivilized people in the 
colonies through the “Word of God” or the “Light of the World.” 

 
• Symbols from the source that students might reference include: 

i) The cross 
ii) The images of “Christianity” and “Civilization” walking towards 

Africa 
iii) The train (at the time the symbol of modern day civilization) in the 

background 
iv) The city 

 
 
 
 
 
 



World History 3201 / Histoire Mondiale 3231 Grading Standards June 2008 5

Use of Knowledge 
 

• Nationalism, or the feeling of superiority, as expressed by controlling colonies, 
was a driving force of the era. Trying to keep up with other nations and 
possessing colonies portrayed the image of a strong nation. 

• Economic reasons included the quest for resources and markets for the benefit of 
imperial nations. 

• Ideological/political reasons include racial motivations of the time. (ie. the ideas 
of “White Man’s Burden,” “Scramble for Africa” and “ Manifest Destiny”) 

• God, Glory and Gold 
 

 
Commentary on Response 
 
Students had a substantial amount of information to use in their answers from the visual. 
Generally students did well using their historical knowledge and referenced the source.   
Students who performed poorly made inappropriate references to the source or were 
unable to expand, showing a lack of knowledge on the topics of colonialism / 
imperialism. 
  
 
Students 
 

• Referenced and connected the concepts of “Christianity” and “Civilization.” 
• Commonly used the phrase “God, Glory and Gold.” 
• Connected the train and the city in the visual to industrialization, raw materials 

and markets. 
• Focused on the imperial powers of Britain and France, and to a lesser extent, on 

Germany, Spain, Russia and Japan. 
• Did not expand on the reasons for expansion.  
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Good 
3 / 5 
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Exemplar  
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Good 
4 / 5 
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Value 
5%  
 
52. Based on the source below and your knowledge of history, assess the issue of 

responsibility for the outbreak of the First World War. 
 

 
 

“He [Kaiser Wilhelm II] has ruined his country, I look upon him as the greatest
criminal known for having plunged the world into this ghastly war which has
lasted for over 4 years and 3 months with all its misery.”

         - King George V of Great Britain, Nov. 1918

 
              Source: Paris 1919, Margaret MacMillan, (163) 
 
Use of Source  
 

• Many people blamed Germany for starting the war. As King George V states in 
the document, “Kaiser Wilhelm II the leader of Germany … greatest criminal 
known, plunged the world into a ghastly war.” 

• The students should have identified that the issue of responsibility was 
controversial and should have argued in support of German responsibility or in 
support of collective responsibility. 

 
 
Use of Knowledge 
 

• Causes of WWI (nationalism, alliances, militarism and economic rivalry) 
• Causes were shared by all major nations prior to WWI, so all nations can be 

blamed for the war 
• Attitude of nations that it would be a short war 
• Pax Britannia 
• Status quo of British supremacy 
• Technological developments (i.e. dreadnought) 
• Treaty of Versailles / “War Guilt Clause” 
• The Schlieffen Plan 
• Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and Sophia 
• Zimmerman Telegram 
• German “blank cheque for Austria – Hungary 
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Commentary on Response 
 
The question was answered fairly well by students.  Students frequently agreed with the 
quote and argued that Germany was the most aggressive nation prior to the war.  They 
expanded on the Schlieffen Plan, the “blank cheque” to Austria – Hungary, attacking 
neutral Belgium and the Zimmerman Telegram.  Others argued that other nations were 
equally responsible because they too engaged in the arms race, economic rivalry, 
imperialism and the alliance system. 
 
 
Students 

 
• Did not take a clear position or limited themselves to discussing the fairness of the 

Treaty of Versailles. 
• Confused the Kaiser with the Tsar; others, simply listed the long standing causes 

of war without explanations. 
• Referenced the assassination of Franz Ferdinand as the spark that started the war 

with no connection to the source. 
• Focused on the chronological steps to war and not the underlying causes. 
• Mixed up the alliances during the war. 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Fair 
2.5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Good 
3.5 / 5 
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Value 
10%  
 
53. Based on the source below and your knowledge of history, describe the 

methods used by Stalin to exercise control over the Soviet people. 
 
 Source 1 
 
 

“Death solves all problems. No man, no problem.”

- Joseph Stalin

 
Source: Koba the Dread, Martin Amis. (57) 
 
Source 2 

  
The Stalinist Constitution

“New Seating Arrangement in the 
Supreme Soviet.”

 
     Source: GCSE Modern World History, Ben Walsh. (135) 
 
 
Use of Source  
 
 
Source I 
 
In this document the quote by Stalin, “Death solves all problems” indicates that he used a 
mighty hand in controlling the Soviet people.  The students, for example, could discuss 
the purges that took place during his rule. 
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Source 2 
 

• The source shows that Stalin was a supreme ruler. All of the members in Stalin’s 
government are images of him.  Under his rule, he controlled the constitution and 
made the laws. Stalin’s government turned into an absolute dictatorship, which 
controlled every aspect of people’s lives. He took away basic freedoms for the 
good of the state. 

 
 
Use of Knowledge 
 

• Stalin’s government turned into an absolute dictatorship, which controlled every 
aspect of people’s lives. He took away basic freedoms for the good of the state. 

• Creation of the International Security Apparatus (Cheka, NKVD and KGB) 
• Controlled where people could move and created a military state 
• Controlled the press and used propaganda  
• Created a system of justice that punished people for being enemies of the state 
• Tortured,  killed or sent people to prison camps (Gulags) 
• Controlled the pay of people 
• Established “Show Trials” 

 
 
 
Commentary on Response 
 
Generally the question was fairly well answered. Students made good use of the sources 
and connected the concepts to their historical knowledge.  Some were familiar with the 
concept of totalitarism and were able to expand. 
 
 
Students 
 

• Limited themselves to the sources provided.  
• Confused Stalin and his policies with Lenin and his policies. 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
9 / 10 
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Exemplar 
Fair 
6 / 10 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
10 / 10 
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Exemplar 
Good 
8 / 10 
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Value 
10%  
 
54. Based on the sources below and your knowledge of history, assess whether 

dropping atomic bombs on Japan was justified. 
 

 
Source 1 

“Certainly prior to December 31st 1945... Japan would have surrendered even if the
atomic bombs had not been dropped and... even if no invasion had been planned.”

- United States Strategic Bombing Survey (1946-47)

 
Source: The History of World War II, C. Bauer. (658) 

 
Source 2 
  

“I asked General Marshall what it would cost in lives to land on the Tokyo
Plain and other places in Japan.  It was his opinion that such an invasion
would cost at a minimum a quarter of a million American casualties.”

- Harry S. Truman, U.S. President, 1945

 
Source: Truman, David McCullough. (437) 

Use of Source  
 
 
Source One: (Against) 
  
The bombs were not necessary because Japan would have surrendered as is stated in the 
quote so this goes against the idea that millions of lives would be saved. 
 
 
Source 2 (For) 
 
The bombs saved many more lives than it killed.  This document states that the invasion 
if necessary would cost “a million American causalities.” 
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Use of Knowledge  
 

• The dropping of the bombs was inhumane, indiscriminate, and affected everyone. 
• The bombs were “racial bombs” and would have never been used on Europeans. 
• Bomb usage can be rationalized and justified - it brought about a quick end to the 

war. 
• Japanese desire to fight to the end and never surrender (i.e. Iwo Jima)  
• Fight to-the-death in defense of Emperor’s homeland 
• Use of bomb would save hundreds of thousands of American lives 
• The bomb was used to show US power to USSR at Potsdam Conference. 
• The bomb was used to see its effectiveness - it cost billions; therefore, it had to be 

used. 
• The bomb was used to save American POW’s. 
• The first bomb was justified, the second bomb was overkill. 
•  It was a revenge for the bombing of Pearl Harbour. 
• Civilian cities were targeted, killing non-military personnel. 
• The bombing of Japanese cities was justified because innocent killing of civilians 

through bombings also took place at Dresden. 
• Technological advancements – the bomb was developed and used to demonstrate 

its effectiveness.  The bombs were very costly and the Americans wanted to see it 
used. 

 
 
Commentary on Response 
 
Responses included source references that ranged from excellent use and extension to a 
simple restatement of the source.  Knowledge was generally good, but some students 
repeated their knowledge and made generalizations.  
 
 
 Students 
 

• Misinterpreted source # 1 and argued that Japan would never surrender; therefore, 
the bomb had to be dropped. 

• Showed lack of knowledge or an ability to address both sides of the question 
before taking a position on the question asked. 

• Spent much time writing on the horrors of dropping the bomb.  As a result, their 
passion overshadowed the knowledge presented. 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
10 / 10 
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Exemplar 
Good 
8 / 10 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
10 / 10 
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Exemplar 
Good 
8 / 10 
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Value 
5% 
 
55. Based on the source below and your knowledge of history, explain why the 

United States withdrew its armed forces from the war in Vietnam. 
 
 

“Hey! Hey! LBJ. (Lyndon B. Johnson, American President)
How many kids did you kill today?
We don’t want your war
Draft beer, not boys
Dump Johnson
Eighteen Today, Dead Tomorrow.”

- Student protest song against the Vietnam War

 
Source: Essential Modern World History, Steven Waugh. (291) 

 
Use of Source 
 

• The protest song refers to one of the reasons why the U.S. withdrew from the 
Vietnam War. At home there were many protest groups that swayed public 
opinion against the war and the document bring out the point that the young 
“eighteen today, dead tomorrow,” are being killed. 

 
 
Knowledge 
 

• Because of the protests, Congress had reduced funding for the war. 
• There was a loss of public support in the U.S. 
• Huge American causalities shocked the American public. 
• Guerilla warfare and the nature of the conflict was a contributing factor to the loss 

of American lives.  Ho Chi Minh was fighting a war of liberation for the 
homeland and culture.  On the other hand, the U.S. was fighting to contain 
communism.  Some saw the aggression as a war of proxy. 

• TV brought war into the living rooms and for many this created the idea that the 
war was lost in the living rooms not in the battle fields. 

• Nature of conflict: The war was costing money; taking too may lives and dividing 
the country. 
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Commentary on Response 
 

• Generally, the source provided ample reference points for students to use.  Most 
students integrated the source with their knowledge and were often able to bring 
in outside knowledge such as guerilla warfare and media as contributing factors to 
the outcome of the war. Conversely, students who scored poorly simply did not 
address the question.  

 
 
Students 
 

• Confused the Vietnam War with nuclear warfare. 
• Tended to inflate the number of causalities to millions. 
• Focused on containment. 
• Focused on the background and history of Indochina / Vietnam. 
• Did not focus on the reasons why the U.S. withdrew its forces. 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Good 
3 / 5 
 



World History 3201 / Histoire Mondiale 3231 Grading Standards June 2008 40

Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Good 
4 / 5 
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Value 
5% 
 
56. Based on the source below and your knowledge of history, explain how 

reforms introduced by Mikhail Gorbachev led to the end of the Cold War. 
 

"I remember very clearly what Gorbachev said at that time. He said, 'There are two roads
we can take.  We can either tighten our belts very, very tightly and reduce consumption -
which the people will no longer tolerate - or we can try to defuse international tension and
overcome the disagreement between East and West.  And so free up the gigantic sums [of
money] that are spent on armaments in the Soviet Union.'" 

- Eduard Shevardnadze, Soviet Foreign Minister 1985.

 
          Source: http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/episodes/22/script.html 
    
 
Use of Source 
 
The document is referring to the Gorbachev reform of reducing military spending and 
increasing consumer goods; this would “defuse international tension and overcome the 
disagreement between East and West.” The “tension” and “disagreement” was a result of 
a difference in political ideologies between the East and West known as the Cold War. 
The reduction in military spending precipitated the end of the Cold War.  
 
 
 Knowledge 
 

• Gorbachev challenged the West to stop the arms race. 
• The many peace initiatives changed the perception of Gorbachev’s country. 
• The reform of glasnost (openness) changed the perception of the U.S.S.R. from 

censorship and control to freedom and openness. 
• Gorbachev realized that the greatest threat to the U.S.S.R. was economic collapse 

not invasion from the West. He began to see communism as a problem and began 
to move to a freer market system, hence he began the reform of perestroika 
(economic restructuring).   This again was viewed by the West as a good thing 
and eased the tensions of the Cold War. 

• In 1989, Gorbachev had free elections in the Soviet Union. For the satellite states 
in Eastern Europe, events in the Soviet Union lead to the destruction of the 
communist system. Eager to seize the opportunity, countries in Eastern Europe 
began to claim their independence after 40 years of Soviet control. The Iron 
Curtain, a symbol of the Cold War, had been removed. 
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Commentary on Response 
 
Approximately 13% of students omitted this question. Those who attempted it, however, 
answered it fairly well.  The source provided enough information for students to 
adequately expand their answers. 
 
 
Students 
 

• Did not address the question as stated. 
• Did not know or expand on the reforms of perestroika and glasnost. 
• Associated Gorbachev with détente. 
• Discussed Yeltsin in great detail and the Moscow coup but ignored the question. 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Good 
3 / 6 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Good 
4 / 5 
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Value 
5% 
 
57. Based on the source below and your knowledge of history, assess the 

effectiveness of United Nations operations in Somalia in the 1990’s. 
 

“Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia, was the most dangerous city in the world.
Fourteen armed factions, each led by its own warlord, were fighting to
dominate Somalia.”

 
Source: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/ambush/etc/script.html  

 
Use of Source 
 
 
The United Nations went into Somalia in 1992 to ensure humanitarian aid reached the 
people of Somalia.  Thousands had fled to Mogadishu, where the warlords controlled the 
food that had been supplied by the UN. The different groups fighting in the civil war only 
gave the food to people who supported them. By June of 1992, 6 million people faced 
starvation.  This conflict, as the document states, made “Mogadishu, the capital of 
Somalia, the most dangerous city in the world.” 
 
 
Knowledge 
 

• In 1992, with Operation Restore Hope, the United Nations authorized the use of 
massive, military force to ensure food reached the people of Somalia. United 
Nations soldiers were in direct confrontation with the warring factions. 

• In 1993, 18 United States soldiers were killed and dragged through the streets of 
Mogadishu. 

• As a result, the United Nations’ mission in Somalia changed from humanitarian 
aid to demobilizing warring factions, resulting in thousands dying in clashes 
including dozens of peacekeepers.  More than 30 000 troops were sent to Somalia. 
This was viewed by many as a change from peacekeeping to peacemaking. 

• The United Nations was unable to maintain a cease fire, and so the mission ended 
in failure. United Nations’ troops were withdrawn in March 1995. 

• By July of 2000 the United Nations had set up a Transitional National 
Government, under UN supervision, to create a constitution and hold elections. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



World History 3201 / Histoire Mondiale 3231 Grading Standards June 2008 49

 
 
Commentary on Response 
 
The question was in many instances poorly answered. The answers provided were very 
general in nature.  Students seemed to be unaware of the events that occurred in Somalia.  
In fact, some did not write anything.  Students who did answer well were familiar with 
the situation and included specific details.  They also demonstrated an understanding of 
the shift from peacekeeping to peacemaking. In sum, there seemed to be a clear 
distinction between those who were familiar with the topic and those who were not. 
 
 
Students 
 

• Wrote a lot for this question without any specific reference to the source. 
• Confused Somalia with Rwanda. 
• Needed in many cases to expand on the source with their historical knowledge. 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
 



World History 3201 / Histoire Mondiale 3231 Grading Standards June 2008 51

Exemplar 
Good 
3.5 / 5 
 
 



World History 3201 / Histoire Mondiale 3231 Grading Standards June 2008 52

Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Good 
4 / 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



World History 3201 / Histoire Mondiale 3231 Grading Standards June 2008 54

Value 
5% 
  
58.  Based on the source below and your knowledge of history, explain the factors 

that led to the decline of colonialism after the Second World War. 
 

 

“The British Government... has ruined India economically, politically,
culturally and spiritually. We believe, therefore, that India must sever the
British connection and attain... complete independence.”

-Mahatma Gandhi in a speech to the Indian Congress Party

 
Source: 20th Century Viewpoints (2nd ed.), Quinlan et al. (319) 

 
Use of Source 
 
 
This quote from Mahatma Gandhi: “We believe, therefore, that we must sever the British 
connection and attain… complete independence,” is making reference to the fact that 
there was a growing wave of nationalism / independence movements developing, directed 
against imperialism in many of the former colonies. These movements were being lead 
by new local, well educated people. 
 
 
 
Knowledge 
 

• New leaders of these groups were trained in Western ideas at universities in 
France, Britain and other Western countries and were returning to lead the way to 
independence. 

• Many European countries supported independence in colonies because of the high 
cost of maintaining them. 

• In the aftermath of WWII, many European powers were unable to justify holding 
colonies when their own economies were struggling following 6 years of war. 

• Following World War II, both the U.S. and Soviet Union wanted to see the 
breakup of the European empires. They hoped that these new countries would 
either accept capitalism or communism. 

• The U.S. also felt if Europe lost its empires they would have greater access to 
colonial markets. 

• The Atlantic Charter (1941) had also promoted sovereignty and self government 
for all nations, encouraging nationalists in colonies to fight for independence. 
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Commentary on Response 
 
The vast majority of students answered this question as opposed to question # 59. The 
answers provided were general in nature and most students referenced the cost of 
colonies.  Some students expanded their ideas and referenced Mandela, Nasser within the 
context of self determination. 
 
 
Students 
 

• Only referenced and restated the source. 
• Wrote generally about Gandhi. 
• Did not explain the factors that led to the decline of colonialism after the Second 

World War. 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Fair 
3 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Good 
4 / 5 
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Value 
5% 
  
59. Based on the source below and your knowledge of history, explain how the 

creation of the state of Israel led to Arab – Israeli wars between 1948 and 
1973. 

 
Palestinians fleeing their homes in 1948

 
 

 
 
Use of Source 
 
 
The creation of the state of Israel has lead to many conflicts between Arabs and Israelis 
between 1948-1973.  The document is referring to the aftermath of the Arab-Israeli war 
of 1948-1949. In this conflict, the Palestinians were given military support from Arab 
states with the intention of driving out the Israelis. War continued on for more than a 
year, and as time progressed, Israel placed most of Palestine under its control, forcing 
many Palestinians to flee from their homes into nearby Arab states. This led to bitterness 
and the desire for redress.  Future wars resulted from this as well as the creation of the 
PLO. 
 
 
Knowledge 
 
• The Suez Crisis 1956 
 
In July 1956, the U.S. was angry because Nasser, leader of Egypt, had purchased arms 
from Czechoslovakia; therefore, they suddenly withdrew the Aswan Dam loan offer in an 
attempt to punish him. Nasser responded by nationalizing the Suez Canal Company on 
July 26, 1956, hoping to use its profits to pay for the dam.  In October 1956, Israel (with 
France and British support) invaded Egypt. Britain and France attacked Egypt to gain 
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back control of the canal, but international pressure forced them to withdraw.  This event 
heightened the distrust between Arabs and Israelis. 
 
• The Six-Day War 
 
A third Arab-Israeli war broke out on June 5, and lasted only six days.  Egyptian 
president Gamal Abdel Nasser vowed to avenge Arab losses and press the cause of 
Palestinian nationalism.  To this end, he organized an alliance of Arab states surrounding 
Israel and mobilized for war.  Israel preempted the invasion with its own attack on June 
5, 1967.  In the following days, Israel drove Arab armies from the Sinai Peninsula, Gaza 
Strip, West Bank, and Golan Heights, all of which it then occupied.  Israel also reunited 
Jerusalem, the eastern half of which Jordan had controlled since the 1948-1949 war.  The 
Six-Day War was viewed as an enormous victory for Israel, but the territories it gained 
did not stop future fighting.  In six days Israel had gained more land than it had before 
1949, but many Arabs felt anger and resentment which did not foster peace in the Middle 
East, and only heightened tension in the conflict between Arabs and Israelis. 
 
• The Yom Kippur War, 1973 
 
The Yom Kippur War was fought from October 6 to October 26, 1973 by a coalition of 
Arab states led by Egypt and Syria against Israel.  The war began with a surprise joint 
attack by Egypt and Syria on the Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur. Egypt and Syria crossed 
the cease-fire lines in the Sinai and Golan Heights, respectively, which had been captured 
by Israel in 1967 during the Six-Day War. 
 
The war had far-reaching implications for many nations.  The Arab world, which had 
been humiliated by the lopsided defeat of the Egyptian-Syrian-Jordanian alliance during 
the Six-Day War, felt psychologically vindicated by its string of victories early in the 
conflict.  This vindication paved the way for the peace process that followed, as well as 
liberalizations such as Egypt's infitah policy.  The Camp David Accord, which came soon 
after, led to normalized relations between Egypt and Israel — the first time any Arab 
country had recognized the Israeli state.  Egypt, which had already been drifting away 
from the Soviet Union, then left the Soviet sphere of influence entirely. 
 
These wars led to much bitterness between the Arabs and Israelis. Future conflicts 
resulted as well as the creation of the PLO. 
 
 
Commentary on Response 
 
Students who answered this question did quite well.  Answers had numerous references 
and details pertaining to the creation of the state of Israel as well as references to the Suez  
Crisis, Six-Day War, and Yom Kippur War.   
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Students 
 

• Should have connected the concept of refugee camps with the development of 
the PLO and the anti-Israeli sentiment among surrounding Arab nations. 

• Spent too much time on the ancient history of the region and the concept of 
Zionism. 

• Did not stay within the time frame referenced in the question. 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar  
Fair 
3 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Excellent 
5 / 5 
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Exemplar 
Good 
3.5 / 5 
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Table 1 
World History 3201  

Item Analysis 
Multiple Choice (Part I) 

 
 

Responses 
A B C D Item Answer 
% % % % 

1 A 85.1 12.2 0.9 1.7 
2 C 4.5 30.1 56.3 8.8 
3 A 94.3 1.6 3.9 0.3 
4 C 4.0 1.0 94.3 0.6 
5 B 50.6 47.9 0.6 0.9 
6 D 10.9 6.9 8.2 73.8 
7 A 75.3 6.6 6.6 11.4 
8 D 4.6 9.1 4.6 81.6 
9 B 4.1 88.6 3.1 4.1 
10 A 41.4 19.8 17.2 21.5 
11 A 77.8 1.9 14.2 6.1 
12 B 5.4 74.8 17.5 2.2 
13 C 21.7 5.9 70.1 2.1 
14 D 6.8 21.1 9.7 62.3 
15 C 16.3 12.0 59.7 12.0 
16 C 10.9 25.6 48.6 14.9 
17 D 11.6 7.6 17.3 63.4 
18 D 11.1 30.7 3.8 54.3 
19 D 8.0 8.0 21.7 62.2 
20 A 83.7 8.0 5.9 2.4 
21 C 8.8 7.6 77.0 6.5 
22 A 80.8 10.2 5.9 2.8 
23 C 20.1 10.9 55.3 13.4 
24 D 3.8 1.1 6.5 88.5 
25 B 8.7 81.2 6.4 3.6 
26 D 5.7 5.3 16.3 72.6 
27 A 65.6 13.5 7.3 13.4 
28 B 13.4 52.4 11.1 22.8 
29 A 76.6 7.4 2.6 13.4 
30 B 3.4 91.0 3.2 2.3 
31 C 6.3 1.3 84.7 7.6 
32 C 1.2 9.1 84.5 5.1 
33 A 80.1 9.2 1.3 9.3 
34 C 10.1 21.4 67.7 0.6 
35 D 10.1 15.0 15.7 59 
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World History 3201 

Item Analysis 
Multiple Choice (Cont’d) 

 
 

Responses 
A B C D Item Answer 
% % % % 

36 B 12.5 70.8 5.9 10.6 
37 B 6.4 88.1 2.7 2.8 
38 A 65.1 13.1 3.6 18.1 
39 D 2.8 1.7 2.4 92.9 
40 A 88.9 0.6 9.7 0.6 
41 C 2.7 3.1 92.1 1.9 
42 A 68.3 4.6 11.4 15.3 
43 D 5.7 2.5 4.5 87.2 
44 A 89.6 1.1 6.7 2.4 
45 B 3.1 88.6 3.9 4.3 
46 A 73.0 8.9 8.7 9.4 
47 C 10.3 5.7 66.9 16.8 
48 C 10.1 9.1 72.3 8.3 

    49 * D 6.0 7.9 10.3 75.2 
    50 * A 80.2 6.5 10.0 2.8 

 
Note:  Percentages may not add to 100% due to multiple responses, missing values, or rounding. 

*   Students completed either question 49 or 50, depending on the unit studied.
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Table 2 
World History 3201 

 Item Analysis 
Constructed Response (Part II) 

 
 

Item Number of Students 
Completing Item Value Average 

51 1272 5 2.2 
52 1272 5 2.4 
53 1272 10 4.9 
54 1272 10 5.6 
55 1272 5 2.9 
56 1272 5 2.3 
57 1272 5 2.0 

    58 * 909 5 2.2 
    59 * 363 5 1.3 

 
          Note: Percentages may not add to 100% due to multiple responses, missing values, or rounding. 

     *   Students completed either question 49 or 50, depending on the unit studied. 
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Table 3 
Histoire Mondiale 3231 

Item Analysis 
Multiple Choice (Part I) 

 
 

Responses 
A B C D Item Answer 
% % % % 

1 A 84.1 12.1 0.3 3.3 
2 C 2.3 22.7 66.5 8.3 
3 A 97.7 0.0 2.3 0.0 
4 C 1.8 0.8 97.2 0.3 
5 B 31.2 66.5 1.3 1.0 
6 D 7.1 8.6 9.3 74.8 
7 A 59.5 15.4 9.8 15.4 
8 D 2.8 12.1 1.5 83.6 
9 B 2.8 90.2 5.3 1.8 
10 A 62.0 14.9 12.6 10.6 
11 A 84.4 1.8 11.3 2.5 
12 B 5.0 67.5 24.9 2.5 
13 C 13.4 6.6 77.3 2.8 
14 D 3.8 22.7 5.0 68.5 
15 C 17.6 8.6 63.2 10.6 
16 C 8.1 19.7 49.9 22.4 
17 D 9.6 5.5 14.9 70.0 
18 D 10.1 24.2 1.5 64.0 
19 D 7.1 15.1 14.9 63.0 
20 A 87.4 8.6 1.8 2.3 
21 C 2.3 6.6 84.9 6.3 
22 A 87.2 9.1 2.8 1.0 
23 C 20.9 13.4 50.9 14.9 
24 D 5.5 0.8 2.5 91.2 
25 B 4.0 91.7 3.3 1.0 
26 D 6.6 10.1 19.9 63.5 
27 A 60.5 17.4 13.6 8.6 
28 B 10.6 59.5 4.3 25.7 
29 A 89.4 2.5 1.0 7.1 
30 B 0.5 94.2 1.8 3.5 
31 C 5.0 1.5 89.7 3.8 
32 C 1.8 2.5 92.7 3.0 
33 A 84.4 4.8 1.0 9.6 
34 C 18.6 36.8 43.8 0.8 
35 D 8.6 10.3 13.4 67.5 
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Histoire Mondiale 3231 

Item Analysis 
Multiple Choice (Cont’d) 

 
 

Responses 
A B C D Item Answer 
% % % % 

36 B 9.8 81.1 3.8 5.3 
37 B 15.9 78.8 3.3 2.0 
38 A 64.7 14.1 7.3 13.6 
39 D 3.3 0.5 2.0 94.2 
40 A 85.6 2.3 11.1 1.0 
41 C 6.3 3.3 85.9 4.5 
42 A 48.4 6.1 16.6 29.0 
43 D 5.0 2.3 5.0 87.7 
44 A 93.0 0.5 5.8 0.8 
45 B 3.0 93.5 2.5 1.0 
46 A 79.6 5.8 8.1 6.6 
47 C 10.1 5.8 69.3 14.9 
48 C 9.8 10.6 70.8 8.6 

    49 * D 9.8 3.5 10.6 75.8 
    50 * A 80.1 8.3 9.8 1.5 

 
Note:  Percentages may not add to 100% due to multiple responses, missing values, or rounding. 

*   Students completed either question 49 or 50, depending on the unit studied.
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Table 4 
Histoire Mondiale 3231 

 Item Analysis 
Constructed Response (Part II) 

 
 

Item Number of Students 
Completing Item Value Average 

51 397 5 3.8 
52 397 5 3.1 
53 397 10 5.8 
54 397 10 6.3 
55 397 5 3.2 
56 397 5 2.6 
57 397 5 1.8 

    58 * 316 5 2.3 
    59 * 81 5 3.5 

 
          Note: Percentages may not add to 100% due to multiple responses, missing values, or rounding. 

     *   Students completed either question 49 or 50, depending on the unit studied. 
 


