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Grading Standards
World History 3201 / Histoire mondiale 3231

June 2005

Pre-Marking Appraisal

The marking board was pleased with the examination, members considered the questions fair
and a good sampling of the courses SCOs. The constructed response questions were considered
to be fair and concise so students could easily complete the exam in a timely fashion. The
documents were also considered clear.

Marking Scales

All questions in Part II were marked using one of the following scales:

5 point questions:

Use of Document: 2%

2%

1%

0%

Superior

Limited

2 references with little extension or 1 reference with considerable
extension

1 reference with little extension

Inappropriate or no reference to the document

Use of Own Knowledge: 3%

3%

2%

1%

0%

Superior

Adequate

Limited  

3 references with little extension or 2 with adequate extension or
1 reference with considerable extension

2 references with little extension or 1 with adequate extension 

1 reference with little extension

Inappropriate or no reference to own knowledge
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10 point questions:

Use of Documents: 5%

5% Superior 2 references with considerable extension – one from each source

4% Adequate 4 references with little extension – two from each source or
1 reference with little extension from a source and 1 reference with
considerable extension from a source

3% Average 1 reference with considerable extension from a source or 3
references with little extension

2% Limited 2 references with little extension – one from each source

1% Minimal 1 reference with little extension from a source

0% Inappropriate or no reference to the document

Use of Own Knowledge: 5%

5% Superior 2 references with considerable extension

4% Adequate 4 references with little extension or 1 reference with little extension
and 1 reference with considerable extension

3% Average 3 references with little extension or 1 reference with considerable
extension

2% Limited 2 references with little extension

1% Minimal 1 reference with little extension from own knowledge

0% Inappropriate or no reference to own knowledge

Marking Standard and Consistency

An answer key/scoring scale was provided to all markers on the first day. During that morning
the key was examined and discussed. Some modifications were made and a final key was agreed
upon.

Marker reliability was checked by obtaining a random sample of 50 papers that went through the
marker panel and marks were assigned to each question on a separate sheet of paper. The 50
exams were put back into the original stacks of exams and corrected again.

Throughout the marking process there were statistical analysis run on item data to enhance
reliability and consistency of marking.
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PART 11
Total Value: 50%

Value

  5% 51. Using the cartoon provided and your knowledge of history, assess the
contribution of British and German attitudes towards the outbreak of World
War I.

Marking / Grading Key:

Use of Document:
• The cartoon highlighted Germany’s place in the sun at the center, larger than all the other

colonial powers who were suppose to be bowing down to Germany.
• At the center of the cartoon was the Kaiser which showed Germany’s/Kaiser’s attitude of

superiority.  They believed they were better than the other colonial powers.
• The cartoon presented the view that Germany was catching up to the British (colonial

power) grab for the empire.
• Germany wanted a new world order, to knock the status quo.
• British view saw the outbreak as a disruption.

Use of Own Knowledge: 
• Germany threatening world order
• Germany threat to security
• Germany felt left out of the colonial race
• belief in a short, cleansing war
• pride in nation, Pax Britain, Germany wanted to prove their strength
• British wanted to maintain legacy/empire, Germany wanted to prove their strength

Commentary on Response:

Generally, this question was not answered well.

Common Errors:

• Students focused only on the four main causes of the war without connecting directly to
the attitudes of Britain and Germany. 

• Students failed to “assess” the attitudes of both nations and tried to make the question
about remaining four causes of WWI without discussing why/how they directed or
influenced the attitudes of Britain/Germany.

• Students did not make reference to the source.
• Students incorrectly identified graphic (British/Russian Kaiser).
• Students discussed events of the war.
• When reference was made to the source, students only made one reference with little

detail.
• Students made general statements with little content support.
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Exemplars 

(Excellent) 5/5
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Good (3/5)
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Histoire mondiale
Excellent 5/5
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Good 3.5/5
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Value

  5% 52. Using the cartoon and your knowledge of history, explain the objectives of France
at the Paris Peace Conference (1919).

Marking / Grading Key:

Use of Document:

• In the right corner of the cartoon, Clemenceau was tearing Wilson’s Fourteen Points. 
This showed that France disagreed with Wilson’s Fourteen Points.  They did not accept
the points and tore them in two.

• At the bottom of the cartoon, France had Germany by the throat.  Germany was sick and
fragile and France was a skull and looked dead.  The allies – in the background – did not
know what to do.  They turned their backs to France and Germany, huddled together and 
tryied to decide what to do.

• Overall, the cartoon showed France’s desire for revenge and desire to punish Germany.

Use of Own Knowledge: 

• make Germany pay reparations
• financial / territory damage to France by Germany
• “War Guilt”
• take away threat and make Germany powerless
• demilitarize Germany
• Occupation of Rhineland
• Saar mines
• the return of Alsace - Lorraine 

Commentary on Response:

This question was fairly well-done.

Common Errors:

• Students wrote about what Britain and the United States wanted at the conference. 
• Students spoke of events which occurred after the war and the rise of Hitler.



World History 3201/Histoire mondiale 3231Page 9 of  61

Exemplars 
Excellent 5/5



World History 3201/Histoire mondiale 3231Page 10 of  61

Good 3/5
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Histoire mondiale
Excellent 5/5
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Good (3.5/5)
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Value

  10% 53. Using the sources provided and your knowledge of history, explain how a
combination of factors led to discontent and the overthrow of the Tsar in March
1917.

Marking / Grading Key:

Use of Document:

Source 1
• In the cartoon, Rasputin was at the center with the Tsar and Tsarina on his knees. The

Tsar and Tsarina were seen as puppets with Rasputin manipulating and controlling the
Royal Family.

• This cartoon showed Rasputin was ruling the country, and disgracing the monarchy.  He
had the Tsar in his grasp and under his thumb

Source 2
• The quote showed the anti-authoritarian feeling. 
• It showed a desire to end the war because the economic situation was worsened by war;

land reform; productivity.
• As a result of inflation, the people could not afford ‘bread’.

Use of Own Knowledge: 

• plight of peasants and factory workers
• political reforms by the Liberal and Marxists
• Bloody Sunday
• class distinctions
• autocratic government and divine right to rule
• Russo-Japanese War
• ill-equipped for war
• particular battles with significant losses; Tannenburg Masaurian Laher.
• Tsarina was German born, thus rising suspicions
• educated middle class desiring reform; riots

Commentary on Response:

Generally, this question was poorly done. 

Common Errors:

• Students failed to reference sources or referenced source(s) with little extension.
• Some students referenced sources by re-stating them, not interpreting them. They did not

describe the source (i.e., Rasputin playing with Tsar and Tsarina as puppets). 
• Many students wrote about the March & November Revolution, Lenin, NEP, Statlin, 5

year plans, Kerensky, Provisional Government, Duma, etc.
• Students misinterpreted Source 2 as a specific reference to Lenin’s “Peace, Land, Bread.”
• Students misinterpreted the document on Rasputin, writing about hemophilia and the

Rasputin/Tsarina love affair.
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Exemplars 
Excellent 10/10

con’t
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Fair 5/10

con’t
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Histoire mondiale
Excellent 10/10

con’t
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Good (7/10)

cont’d
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Value

  10% 54. Using the sources provided and your knowledge of history, assess whether or not
the dropping of atomic bombs on Japan was justified.

Marking/ Grading Key:

Use of Documents: 5%

Source 1
• The quote by John Hersy evoked sympathy for the Japanese civilians and presented a

case against the use of Atom Bombs.
• Students used this quote to argue against the use of the bomb - that it was not justified.

Source 2
• The quote by Henry Stimson presented the strength of the Japanese army.  
• Students used this source to argue that the use of the Atom Bomb was justified. 

Use of Knowledge: 5%

• human element, dropping of bomb was inhumane, indiscriminate, affected everyone
• Racial-Bomb used on Japanese, an Asian race - but would never be used in European

enemies
• bomb’s use can be rationalized and justified - it brought about a quick end to the war
• bomb saved many more lives than it killed - hundreds of thousands vs. millions
• Japanese desire to fight to the end and never surrender (i.e., Iwo Jima)
• fierce to-the-death defense of Emperor’s homeland
• use of bomb would save hundreds of thousands of American lives
• bomb was used to show US power to USSR
• bomb used to see its effectiveness - it cost billions therefore we must see it used
• to save America POW’s
• first bomb was justified, the second bomb was overkill

Commentary on Response:

Generally, most students answered this question well.

Common Errors:

• Students made little use of sources or no use of sources.
• Students over dramatized the human element in that they tended to dwell on the killing of

women and children.
• Many students argued that Hiroshima and Nagosiki came right after Pearl Harbour and in

direct retaliation for Pearl Harbour.  They stated that kamikaze pilots flew their planes
into ships at Pearl Harbour.

• Students wrote that Hiroshima and Nagasaki were military targets.
• Students argued against the U.S. using examples from the present day.  They were

commentating on the U.S. as a superpower, flexing their muscle on the world, being the
world bully, etc.
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• Students included a description of why Japan entered WWII - War with China, U.S.
Embargo, etc.

• Students stated that the number of civilian casualties were in the millions, not hundreds
of thousands.

Exemplars 
Excellent 10/10
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Good (6/10)
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Histoire mondiale
Excellent 10/10

cont’d
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Good (6/10)
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Value

   5% 55. Using the cartoon provided and your own knowledge of history, evaluate the
results of Vietnam conflict.

Marking/ Grading Key:

Use of Document:

• The quote by Maxwell Davenport Taylor showed the U.S. opposition to war.  It
highlighted that the U.S. people were divided about the Vietnam War. 

• The U.S. felt that it did not know its allies, and that its allies were disorganized.
• The U.S. also did not know the strength of the enemy. 
• The U.S. felt that it didn’t know how to fight war.
• Many were uncertain about the motive for war but thought it had to do with containment.

Use of Knowledge:

• The U.S. army was broken and had lost the respect of the rest of the world.
• There were anti-war protests and the music (i.e., Dylan echoed this feeling).
• There were draft dodgers who had created a counter culture movement.
• Many felt that the U.S. army was not familiar with jungle warfare or the Viet Cong

guerilla tactics.

Commentary on Response:

Generally, this question was well done.

Common Errors:

• Students often gave causes/events of war rather than impact.
• Students confused this with Korean Conflict (English stream).
• Students did not refer to document. 
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Exemplars 
Excellent 5/5
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Good 3/5
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Histoire mondiale
Excellent 5/5
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Good 3.5/5
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Value

   5% 56. Using the cartoon provided and your knowledge of history, evaluate the Soviet
reaction to American foreign policy from 1945 to 1955.

Marking/ Grading Key:

Use of Document:

• The cartoon identified the bear as a Russian bear who represented the Berlin Blockade. 
• The arms surrounding Berlin showed containment, which was the Soviet response to the 

Marshall Plan.

Use of Knowledge:

• The response to the U.S. efforts was to win over Eastern Europe. 
• An attempt was made to get the Germans to the Western side
• The Berlin Blockade ended up at the Berlin Wall.
• Students could discuss NATO versus Warsaw Pact.
• Students could also discuss the Truman Doctrine.

Commentary on Response:

Generally, this question was poorly done.

Common Errors:

• Students either failed to document the source or misinterpreted the source. Students often
saw visual as the Berlin Wall or as the U.S. foreign policy.

• Students were not paying attention to the time frame.
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Exemplars 
Excellent 5/5
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Good 4/5
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Histoire mondiale 
Excellent 5/5
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Good 3.5/5
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Value

   5% 57. Using the cartoon provided and your knowledge of history, assess how the pursuit
of weapons of mass destruction has affected global security.

Marking/ Grading Key:

Use of Document:

• The cartoon showed how the attacks made by the Al-Queda on America held the interest
of  the world.  Students could discuss the significance of these attacks.

• The attacks were related to a belief that the American influence in the Islamic world has
lead to a secularization of their society, as well as, governments that were pro-western in
approach.

• The Al-Queda have been particularly active since the Gulf War in 1991 and American
troops have been stationed in the Muslim holy land of Saudi Arabia since that time.

• The terrorist attacks have dominated American foreign policy in the post-cold war world.
• Saddam, in the cartoon was seen as hiding the weapons of mass destruction

(identification of the Saddam was not key). 
• There was also a hint of biological warfare.

Use of Knowledge:

• Students can discuss the results of this threat which included a tightening of security. As
well as,  talk about the profiting of certain groups in society from these attacks.  

• Also, they can give examples of terrorism such as anthrax scares.
• Students can discuss Iran and North Korea and their desire for nuclear weapons, as well

as, India and Pakistan which are unstable.
• A link to the Cuban Missile Crisis can also be made .

Commentary on Response:

Generally, this was question was not answered well.

Common Errors:

• Students failed to answer the question being asked or did not elaborate on their answers.
Many used the question to plead for peace/disarmament.

• Students focused on firepower of weapons of mass destruction.
• Students reported on the invasion of Iraq.
• Students did not discuss proliferation.
• Students wrote about alternate weapons (conventional) rather than weapons of mass

destruction.
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Exemplars 
Excellent 5/5
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Good (3.5/5)
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Histoire mondiale
Excellent 5/5
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Good 3/5
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Value

   5% 58. Using the quote provided and your knowledge of history, explain the factors that
led to the decline of colonization in the post World War II period throughout the
world.

Marking/ Grading Key:

Use of Document:

• The quote by Nasser spoke about the desire for independence, the quest for national
determination, dignity and self-determination.

Use of Knowledge:

• Students can discuss the background of imperialism and colonialism.
• They can discuss how Japanese defeated the Western powers and people felt that if an

Asian power can defeat a Western power then they also could. Britain was seen as
weakened.

• The educated leader had returned to help the independence movement, and they now had
the ability and experience to win. 

• The imperialistic nations had mistreated their colonies.

Commentary on Response:

Generally, this question was well done. 

Common Errors:

• Students tended to generalize or elaborate on quote with little historical expansion.
• Students focused on methods of de-colonization rather than the factors of causation.
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Exemplars 
Excellent 5/5
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Good (3.5/5)
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Histoire mondiale
Excellent 5/5
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Good (3.5/5)
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Value

   5% 59. Using the source provided and your knowledge of history, describe attempts at
establishing peace in the Middle East since 1977.

Marking/ Grading Key:

Use of Document:

• The photograph showed the Camp David Accord, 1977.  It highlighted Carter, President
of United States, and the U.S. attempts at establishing peace in the Middle East. As well
as, students spoke directly about the quote by Sadat, President of Egypt and his desire for
lasting peace.

Use of Knowledge:

• Students can also bring in the Oslo Accord, Madrid Talks, and Wye River.
• The students can discuss land for peace and the road map of peace. 
• They may also bring in the Palestine Liberation Organization.

Commentary on Response:

Generally, this question was answered adequately. 

Common Errors:

• Students made little reference to Camp David and President Carter’s place in achieving
peace in this region.

• The Oslo/Wye River/Madrid agreements were rarely mentioned.
• Students made no reference to Gulf War of 1991.
• Students referred to President Sadat as the Palestinian Leader not Egyptian Leader.
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Exemplars 
Excellent 5/5
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Good (3.5/5)
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Histoire mondiale 
Excellent 5/5
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Good (3.5/5)
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WORLD HISTORY 3201

 ITEM ANALYSIS

SELECTED - RESPONSE (PART I)

Item Answer

Responses

A B C D

% % % %

1 A 86.7 9.2 2.8 1.2

2 C 26.9 11.8 54.7 6.5

3 A 81.4 7.3 4.1 7.3

4 A 67.2 12.0 4.7 15.9

5 C 15.0 9.1 67.6 8.3

6 B 10.5 87.0 0.9 1.6

7 D 12.7 2.8 3.8 80.6

8 D 7.9 2.6 4.0 85.5

9 D 7.8 9.0 6.2 76.9

10 D 5.5 0.7 1.7 92.0

11 B 7.2 79.2 4.4 9.1

12 B 8.0 70.4 16.3 5.0

13 A 74.8 4.0 16.5 4.7

14 C 7.7 7.2 72.5 12.4

15 A 48.6 10.2 29.2 12.0

16 B 2.2 93.6 2.3 2.0

17 D 30.5 5.7 12.8 51.1

18 D 3.1 13.1 17.2 66.7

19 D 26.1 6.5 3.2 64.1

20 B 4.2 89.1 1.5 5.1

21 D 19.1 5.4 7.7 67.7

22 B 13.5 71.3 11.4 3.8

23 D 2.2 3.8 4.5 89.6

24 A 68.5 7.8 13.4 10.2

25 C 8.2 3.3 84.9 3.6
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WORLD HISTORY 3201

ITEM ANALYSIS

CONSTRUCTED - RESPONSE (PART II)

Item Answer

Responses

A B C D

% % % %

26 D 2.8 10.6 5.3 81.4

27 C 3.6 3.7 84.1 8.6

28 D 1.5 7.2 1.7 89.4

29 D 54.7 16.8 5.0 23.2

30 C 8.6 5.3 75.8 10.2

31 B 3.1 93.1 2.3 1.6

32 A 52.3 9.9 16.2 21.1

33 A 62.7 4.2 4.3 28.7

34 C 4.4 1.3 93.8 0.6

35 B 9.7 83.1 3.3 3.9

36 B 11.8 77.0 7.3 3.7

37 C 4.9 3.9 85.9 5.2

38 C 7.3 20.5 57.0 14.9

39 D 2.7 6.8 5.4 85.0

40 D 2.8 2.8 17.9 76.5

41 C 38.4 12.9 35.5 12.8

42 A 50.4 11.2 10.6 27.6

43 C 1.4 6.7 81.6 10.4

44 D 3.5 2.0 12.0 82.5

45 C 16.8 24.5 45.5 13.2

46 A 65.5 19.9 7.6 7.0

47 B 5.4 78.1 9.2 7.3

48 A 77.5 7.0 12.5 3.0

49 C 9.9 8.9 63.7 17.1

50 B, D 6.2 16.0 20.1 57.4
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WORLD HISTORY 3201

ITEM ANALYSIS

CONSTRUCTED - RESPONSE (PART II)

Item
Students 

Completing Item 
Value Average

51 1379 5 2.2

52 1379 5 2.9

53 1379 10 4.7

54 1379 10 5.1

55 1379 5 2.7

56 1379 5 2.1

57 1379 5 2.9

58 1379 5 2.6

59 1379 5 2.2



World History 3201 Grading Standards June 2005Page 59 of  61

HISTOIRE MONDIALE 3231

 ITEM ANALYSIS

SELECTED - RESPONSE (PART I)

Item Answer

Responses

A B C D

% % % %

1 A 91.3 4.0 2.1 2.6

2 C 34.3 16.6 42.5 6.3

3 A 85.0 7.4 4.0 3.7

4 A 77.3 4.8 3.7 14.0

5 C 9.5 6.3 77.3 6.9

6 B 6.6 87.9 2.4 3.2

7 D 11.9 13.5 14.5 59.9

8 D 6.6 1.6 1.3 90.2

9 D 6.1 7.1 7.7 79.2

10 D 3.2 1.6 1.9 93.4

11 B 4.2 89.7 2.9 3.2

12 B 5.0 86.8 5.5 2.6

13 A 86.0 2.1 9.0 2.9

14 C 7.9 1.6 69.9 20.6

15 A 42.5 11.4 19.0 27.2

16 B 1.1 94.7 2.6 1.6

17 D 22.4 2.4 14.0 61.0

18 D 5.0 15.3 19.8 59.9

19 D 19.5 6.9 4.2 69.1

20 B 3.7 93.9 1.9 0.5

21 D 16.4 5.5 8.4 69.7

22 B 11.1 64.9 20.3 3.7

23 D 2.4 4.5 4.2 88.7

24 A 61.0 11.4 19.0 8.7

25 C 11.1 6.3 78.9 3.7
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WORLD HISTORY 3201

ITEM ANALYSIS

CONSTRUCTED - RESPONSE (PART II)

Item Answer

Responses

A B C D

% % % %

26 D 3.7 6.6 2.6 87.1

27 C 4.8 2.6 85.8 6.9

28 D 1.1 4.2 0.8 93.9

29 D 52.5 23.2 2.4 21.9

30 C 25.3 3.7 63.3 7.7

31 B 4.5 92.1 2.6 0.8

32 A 50.1 16.9 5.0 28.0

33 A 62.3 6.1 10.8 20.8

34 C 2.4 2.6 94.2 0.8

35 B 4.0 88.1 3.4 4.5

36 B 8.2 75.5 8.7 7.7

37 C 8.2 4.5 78.1 9.2

38 C 10.0 24.8 41.4 23.2

39 D 0.5 7.4 6.1 85.8

40 D 1.3 2.4 13.2 82.9

41 C 31.9 11.1 45.1 11.9

42 A 40.1 12.1 13.5 34.3

43 C 3.4 4.2 84.4 7.9

44 D 5.8 2.4 10.6 81.3

45 C 14.5 45.4 26.4 13.7

46 A 57.5 21.1 10.6 10.6

47 B 4.2 69.7 17.9 8.2

48 A 80.5 5.8 11.1 2.6

49 C 6.3 10.3 67.8 14.5

50 B, D 7.1 11.6 18.5 61.7

WORLD HISTORY 3201

ITEM ANALYSIS

CONSTRUCTED - RESPONSE (PART II)
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Item
Students 

Completing Item 
Value Average

51 379 5 2.8

52 379 5 3.2

53 379 10 4.7

54 379 10 5.2

55 379 5 2.4

56 379 5 2.1

57 379 5 2.6

58 379 5 2.1

59 379 5 2.0


