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SECTION B - SIGHT PASSAGES (50%)
(Suggested Time: 75 Minutes)

PART 1 (VISUAL)     (Value: 10%)

In this part of the examination, there are three selected response questions, each with a value
of one mark, and one constructed response question with a combined value of seven marks.
Study the visual and read the questions that follow. For each selected response question, decide
which of the choices is the correct or best answer. On the machine-scorable answer sheet
provided, shade the letter which corresponds to your choice. For each constructed response
question, write your answer in the space provided using complete sentences.

Selected Response Items     

Shade the letter of the correct or best response on the machine-scorable answer sheet.

1. What is the focal point of the visual?

(A) alphabet
(B) boy
(C) numbers
(D) shapes

2. What is the purpose of the positioning of the images and text in the visual?

(A) to achieve balance
(B) to create atmosphere
(C) to inspire reflection
(D) to provide contrast

3. What word best describes the mood created by the figure’s facial features, position, and
expression?

(A) animated
(B) confused
(C) defeated
(D) reflective
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Constructed Response Items     

Value
 4% 4. State a possible message for the visual. Show how one symbol used in the visual

develops this message, using one specific reference to the visual.

3% 5. Using two specific references, explain how the artist has used the elements of text
and visual imagery in the visual.
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PART II (PROSE)    (Value: 15%)

In this part of the examination, there are six selected-response questions, each with a value
of one mark, and two constructed response questions with a combined value of nine marks. Read
the prose and answer the questions that follow. For each selected-response question, decide
which of the choices is the correct or best answer. On the machine-scorable answer sheet
provided, shade the letter which corresponds to your choice. For each constructed-response
question, write your answer in the space provided using complete sentences.

The Chronicles of the World’s Worst Used-Car Salesman
by

Lawrence Donegan

1 When my girlfriend Maggie, and I decided to buy a car, we headed over to Orchard
Boulevard, near our new apartment in Los Gatos, California.  All we wanted was a
Volkswagen with low mileage and a reasonable price tag.  We found a good candidate at a
used-car lot, test-drove it, and then steeled ourselves to talk business with Mike, one of the
salesmen.  He even gave us a whole $50 off the asking price.

2 While the paperwork was being processed, we passed the time with him swapping
abbreviated life stories.  “I said I would try selling cars for a week,” Mike told us.  “Ten
years later, here I am in California, the best place in the world, doing the best job in the
world.”

3 It was my turn now.  I explained that we’d arrived from Scotland two weeks ago.  I told him
about the computer job an old Glasglow friend had offered me in his Silicon Valley firm, and
how it wasn’t what I’d hoped for.

4 “Stupid, isn’t it?” I asked.

5 Mike tapped his desk with his index finger.  “You oughta be working as a salesman, not
cooped up in front of some computer screen, “ he said.

6 “Any jobs here?” I asked eagerly.

7 He said no, but added, “You might want to try that place over there.”  He pointed across the
six-lane boulevard.  On the roof of Orchard Pre-Owned Autos, a huge inflatable Godzilla
was swaying in the wind, wearing a grubby white T-shirt with MONSTER SALE across the
chest.  The deserted lot did not appear to be the epicentre of undiluted capitalism.

8 Nevertheless,  leaving  Maggie waiting for the finished  paperwork, I headed  across the
boulevard.  A man named Tommy was doing the hiring.  He had shaggy grey hair and a
bowling ball of a stomach, and was eating a sandwich.  “When do you want to start?” he
asked me.  “Tomorrow?”

9 It was that easy.

10 But, in fact, it wasn’t.  After 11 days, I still hadn’t sold my first car.  I actually did come
close to selling the most expensive car in the dealership’s history – a $75 000 blue-and-white
Dodge Viper.  The customers were Kay, a beautiful, 40-something Silicon Valley executive
with a figure hand-sculptured by angels, and her boyfriend, Steve.  He looked like a rock
star; sun-bleached curly hair, shirt buttons open to reveal a hairy chest.  “You want to take
it for a test drive?” I asked.

11 Steve playfully pushed Kay in the back.  “Aw, go on.  You know you’ve always wanted
one.”

12 She has?  I was cool.  “Well, now’s your chance.”
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13 Because the car was so expensive, the rule was that a salesman had to go on the test-drive.
Kay hesitated, less than thrilled at the prospect of being in a confined space with an
overheating Scotsman.  Thankfully, Steve was becoming more enthusiastic by the second.
 “Come on, honey, “ he said.  “In you go.”

14 We turned right onto the freeway.  Kay rammed the car into gear.  “Let’s see what it can do,”
she said with a Jack Nicholson smirk.

15 There’s often a scene at the end of Star Trek episodes when Captain Kirk says, “Take her
to warp speed,” and the Enterprise disappears in a blur.  That’s how it felt as Kay
accelerated.  “Nooooooooo...”

16 We were heading towards the tailgate of a white pickup truck at close to 200 kilometers an
hour.   But just when I thought I was about to enter the afterworld with the word Toyota
imprinted on my forehead, Kay braked and flicked the steering wheel.  I grabbed my chest.

17 “This is nice,” she said, relaxing into her seat.  “I’m a part-time racing driver.”  We veered
off the freeway at five metres’ notice and began climbing through parched, gentle hills.  The
speed limit signs said 70 but we were doing 110 as the car eased into a turn.

18 “Look out!  There’s water on the road!” I said, just as Kay stamped on the brake pedal.  The
car started to slide.  For some reason, I felt strangely calm, as if I had a front-row seat for the
last act of someone else’s life.

19 The car stopped with a shudder and stalled.  I opened my eyes.  We had performed a perfect
180-degree turn.  Kay brushed the hair off her face as if she were in a shampoo ad.  “Well,
that was fun.”  She turned the ignition key and the engine roared to life.

20 We drove in silence until I remembered the advice I’d been given by a fellow salesman:
Form a relationship with the customer; find something you have in common.  Perfect!  We’d
almost died together.  “You meant to do that, didn’t you?”  I said.

21 She started giggling.  I could tell she liked me well enough to write a big cheque.  But back
at the dealership, Tommy, the guy who had hired me, closed in.  “You like it?  It’s a real
cream puff.  Let’s go into the office and do a deal.”  He pointed to Godzilla on the roof.
“We’ve got a big sale.  I could maybe get you a $1 000 discount.”

22 Kay and Steve both looked at him as if he’d made an indecent proposal.  I knew then we’d
lost the sale.  As they left, I didn’t have the guts to tell Tommy that they might have bought
the car if only he had trusted my finely honed amateurism.

23 On my 16th day without selling a car, I was sitting in an old Honda listening to the radio
when I saw a customer wandering across the far end of the lot.  He was wearing a dirty red
baseball cap and a pair of brown overalls.   There were other salesmen around, but nobody
was interested.

24 I decided to try the techniques I’d been briefed on by Frankie, my frustrated sales manager,
just the day before.  I jumped out of my seat and dashed over to say hello.  The customer
nodded cautiously and laid his hands on the roof of the 1994 BMW he’d been looking at.
“Has this one been in an accident?”

25 I cleared my throat and answered just as Frankie had instructed: “I don’t know, sir, but if it
has, they sure put it back together real nice.”

26 It worked!  He didn’t walk away.

27 Next came the test-drive.  I recalled Frankie’s advice: Never make the mistake of actually
asking the customer if he wants to take a test-drive.  Just get the keys, open the door and act
like you’re trying to escape after robbing a bank.  Tell the customer, “Get in.”  Don’t talk
too much when you’re out on the road.  If there’s an unhealthy noise coming from the



English 3201 August 2004Page 5 of  18

engine, turn the radio up and admire the stereo system.  We drove down the boulevard in
carefully choreographed silence.  When we got back to the lot, I even jumped up and down
in the trunk to show him how much space there was.  He laughed.  He seemed to like me,
or at least this version of me.

28 I was amazed.  So this was how you sold a car– with no inhibition or self-consciousness?
The rules  of ordinary life didn’t apply to car salesmen.  When Terrence– that was the
customer’s name– laughed, it felt as if he’d let me out of prison.  “Do you think you could
get my credit approved for a loan?” he asked.

29 This was the most critical stage of the sale, Frankie had said: getting the customer in the
sales booth.  “So if they ask you a question, just say, ‘Come on inside and I’ll get that
information for you, sir.’  If they say, ‘Hey, Scotty’”– Frankie went on to pose an
impertinent question about my love life– “what do you say?” He answered it himself.  “Just
tell them, ‘Come inside, sir, and I’ll find that out for you.’  Then turn around and walk away.
Never look back.  They will follow– trust me.”

30 Before now, whenever I had asked customers to follow me to the sales booth, they suddenly
remembered that they hadn’t eaten since last Thursday or that their son was in the hospital
with a broken leg, and ran away.  “Come on inside,” I said to Terrence, “and I’ll get that
information for you.”  I spun around and walked towards the office, not daring to look back.
Just as Frankie had promised, Terrence followed.

31 Fifteen minutes later, it was over.  Tommy closed the deal.  Terrence didn’t even ask for a
discount.  After he’d left, Frankie held up the sales form and pointed to the salesman’s
commission.  “You had 867 reasons for coming in to work today, Scotty.”  He shook my
hand.  “Good job.”   

Selected Response Items 

Shade the letter of the correct or best response on the machine-scorable answer sheet.
    

6. Into which category does the selection best fit?

(A) argumentative
(B) descriptive
(C) narrative
(D) persuasive

7. How much money did “Scotty” make off his first car sale?

(A) $ 180 
(B) $ 256
(C) $ 867
(D) $ 1000

8. What type of individual is the target of this selection?

(A) not satisfied in his/her job
(B) not well off
(C) satisfied in his/her job
(D) well off 

9. What type of device is illustrated by the quote, “bowling ball of a stomach”? (paragraph 8)

(A) allusion
(B) imagery
(C) onomatopoeia
(D) personification
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10. According to the narrator, what is needed most to become a used car salesman ?

(A) confidence
(B) deception
(C) humour
(D) solemnity

11. What does the author mean by, “The deserted lot did not appear to be the epicentre of
undiluted capitalism” ? (Paragraph 7)

(A) The lot was busy.
(B) The lot was monstorous. 
(C) The lot was not busy.
(D) The lot was not monstorous. 

Constructed Response Items    

Value
 5% 12. The author uses humour effectively in this selection.  Choose two examples of humour

in this selection and show how each is effective.
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Value
 4% 13. Explain, with reference to the selection, the author’s purpose in including the one

sentence paragraph, “It was that easy.” (Paragraph 9)
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PART III (POETRY)      (Value: 15%)

In this part of the examination, there are six selected-response questions, each with a value
of one mark, and two constructed response questions with a combined value of nine marks. Read
the poem and answer the questions that follow. There is also a linking question worth ten marks.
For each selected-response question, decide which of the choices is the correct or best answer.
On the machine-scorable answer sheet provided, shade the letter which corresponds to your
choice. For each constructed-response question, write your answer in the space provided using
complete sentences.

I, Icarus
by

Alden Nowlan

There was a time when I could fly. I swear it.
Perhaps, if I think hard for a moment, I can even tell you the year.
My room was on the ground floor at the rear of the house.
My bed faced a window.

5 Night after night I lay on my bed and willed myself to fly.
It was hard work, I can tell you.
Sometimes I lay perfectly still for an hour before I felt

my body rising from the bed.
I rose slowly, slowly until I floated three or four feet

10 above the floor.
Then, with a kind of swimming motion, I propelled myself
toward the window.
Outside, I rose higher and higher, above the pasture fence,
above the clothesline, above the dark, haunted trees

15 beyond the pasture.
And, all the time, I heard the music of flutes.
It seemed the wind made this music.
And sometimes there were voices singing.

________________________________
Icarus:

King Minas of Crete had Daedalus design a labyrinth to house his monster - the Minotaur.  Daedalus was
the only one who knew the secret of the labyrinth.  He and his son were not permitted to leave the island
of Crete.  They escaped from the island of Crete using wings of wax and bird feathers. Icarus disregarded
his father’s warning not to fly too close to the sun, his wings melted, and he fell into the sea and drowned.

Selected Response Items

Shade the letter of the correct or best response on the machine-scorable answer sheet.
    

14. What poetic form has Alden Nowlan used to develop this poem?

(A) ballad
(B) blank verse
(C) free verse
(D) sonnet

15. What literary device is exemplified by the title?

(A) allusion
(B) apostrophe
(C) assonance
(D) atmosphere
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16. Which best describes the philosophy of the speaker in the poem?

(A) He believes sleep causes nightmares.
(B) He imagines he flies above the trees.
(C) He stays grounded in reality.
(D) He swims toward the window.

17. Line 13 is an example of what device?

(A) compound sentence
(B) parallel structure
(C) process analysis
(D) simple sentence

18. Which word best describes the tone of the poem?

(A) angry
(B) cheerful
(C) depressed
(D) reflective

19. What is the theme of the poem?

(A) Anger creates hostility.
(B) Fear creates flight or escape.
(C) Idealism and determination create hope for the future.
(D) Negativity and bitterness develop an indifference towards the future.

Constructed Response Items     

Value
 4% 20. Explain why the author makes reference to the “dark, haunted trees beyond the

pasture” (lines 14-15). Support your answer using one reference to the selection.
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Value
 5% 21. Nowlan uses a Greek myth to title his poem.  The idea of escape is prevalent in both

the poem and the myth.  With two specific references to the poem, describe
Nowlan’s attitude toward escape. 
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PART IV (SIGHT PASSAGES-CONNECTIONS) (Value 10%)

Value
 10% 22. “A journey is often the path to learning or knowledge.” In a well-developed multi-

paragraph response, compare and contrast the knowledge gained by the speaker in
the poem “I, Icarus” and the speaker in the prose “Chronicles of the World’s Worst
Used-Car Salesman”. Support your answer with specific references to each
selection.
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SECTION C - COMPARATIVE STUDY (25%)   
(Suggested Time: 60 minutes)

Responses are marked on the basis of the arguments presented, the specific references to works
(content), the organization of ideas as well as conventions, voice, sentence fluency, and word
choice. Students should use the provided space for written responses only as a rough guideline
for length.

23. A  piece of writing often contains information about social issues and values. With
reference to a Shakespearean play and one of the longer prescribed texts, from the list
below, show how one social issue and one value are presented in each selection.  Use
specific references from both works.

Shakespearean Play Options

Macbeth Othello
Prescribed Texts

Waiting for Time The Stone Angel

Huckleberry Finn The Fellowship of the Ring

Away A Separate Peace

Catcher in the Rye In The Hands of the Living God

A Matter of Honour Dracula

Schindler’s List Baltimore’s Mansion
Optional Text

The Theban Plays* only one play

PLANNING SPACE
For planning and Organization Only - Will Not Be Evaluated
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SECTION D - PERSONAL RESPONSE WRITING (15%)    
(Suggested Time: 45 minutes)

Responses are marked on the basis of the organization of ideas as well as conventions, voice,
sentence fluency, and word choice. Students should use the provided space for written responses
only as a rough guideline for the length.

24. There is a belief that “knowledge is power”.  Write a personal experience narrative to
show how the acquisition of knowledge has made a difference in your life. 

PLANNING SPACE
For planning and Organization Only - Will Not Be Evaluated
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