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Section 8:  Exemplars 

About This Section: 

Ten exemplars are found in this section, as written by students in response to the Analytical 

Essay prompt on the Sample Exam.  Two exemplars are included that fall into each of the 

five categories of the Analytical Essay Scoring Scale:  Outstanding, Strong, Satisfactory, 

Limited and Inadequate.  These are transcripts of student papers.  A commentary follows 

each, intended to give a sense of why the response fits a particular category. 

Exemplar #1 - Outstanding 

 

In this excerpt from The Book of Negroes by Lawrence Hill, the struggle encountered 

by Meena is a combination of internal and external.  She faces the struggle of losing her 

child when the Witherspoons leave Nova Scotia.  Due to the setting and circumstances of 

her situation, Meena is essentially helpless in the struggle of losing her child.  Throughout 

the passage, with the help of literary tools such as imagery, setting and dialogue, Meena’s 

conflict progresses through stages of shock, acceptance and closure. 

 In the beginning of the excerpt, Meena was facing the shock of losing her daughter, 

May.  She was very hurt, both physically and emotionally, in her grieving.  The loss of May 

was so traumatic for her that she said, “I feared that if I expressed my feelings, so much 

pain would erupt from within that I’d lash out and kill somebody.”  In this situation, Meena 

was virtually helpless.  She had no way of knowing where the Witherspoons might have gone 

with May.  Her pain at losing May can be seen through Hill’s effective use of imagery, when 

Meena says, “My children were like phantom limbs, lost but still attached to me, gone but 

still painful.”  Even though May was gone, Meena still felt the loss of her as physical pain.  

The initial shock of losing May was the beginning of Meena’s developing conflict.  The 

effective use of tactile imagery by Hill exemplified this portion of this developing conflict. 

 The pain Meena felt from losing May was astronomical.  What made matters even 

worse though was the setting and circumstance that she was in.  Meena was a black woman 

living in 1787.  She was brought to America by slave traders, but “escaped to the black 

community of Birchtown in Nova Scotia.”  This put Meena in an awful predicament in her 

struggle of searching for May.  First of all, Meena did not know if the Witherspoons had gone 

to or stayed in Boston.  It was quite possible that that they could have moved elsewhere in 

the elapsed time.  Regardless of that though, Meena had no money to pay for a trip to go 

anywhere to look for the Witherspoons and May.  Even more so, if she did have the money 

and went, she faced the risk of being arrested or possibly enslaved.  Due to the setting of 

this excerpt, Meena was basically rendered useless in what she could do in terms of 

searching for the Witherspoons and May.  The setting was effective in providing a second 

layer to her developing conflict by adding the struggle of the time period and of race. 

 Towards the end of the excerpt, Meena has begun to face the reality of her situation 

and conflict and come to terms with it.  Of course, the pain of losing her daughter was still 

present, but she got back into a daily routine and attempted to achieve a sense of normalcy 

again.  Even when she was not feeling up to teaching, she tried her best to put on a brave 

face and love the children.  Around a year after Meena had lost May, she delivered a white 

woman’s baby in Shelburne.  It was the first baby she had caught since losing her own.  

Although the pain of losing her daughter would never entirely dissipate, Meena found a way 
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of achieving closure.  Perhaps she takes comfort in her conversations with Daddy Moses 

who assures her that “so many people love [her].”  Also, the entire piece is an internal 

dialogue of sorts from Meena’s perspective.  She states, “But I kept going.  Somehow, I just 

kept going.”  This is effective in showing the closure that Meena felt as it is her thoughts and 

reflections and inner dialogue.  This illustrates her negotiations with her conflict from the 

beginning when she first lost May. 

 In conclusion, Meena faced the struggle of losing her child, but also the struggle of 

race and circumstance.  The author’s use of imagery, setting and dialogue throughout the 

excerpt was effective in showing the path that Meena’s conflict took, from trauma and shock 

initially, to closure. 

 

Score:  Outstanding – 18-20/20 

 

Comments: 

 Essay gives comprehensive treatment of the prompt, discussing the development of 

the conflict throughout, incorporating how the elements of imagery, setting and 

dialogue develop this conflict. 

 All references chosen serve to answer the question effectively.  There is excellent 

balance in that appropriate references are selected to discuss each of the three 

elements identified – imagery, setting and dialogue. 

 References are not left hanging.  They are contextualized and explained to support 

the thesis of the essay. 

 The writer offers specific insight into the text.  The stages of the conflict from shock to 

acceptance to closure which are incorporated into the thesis shows considerable 

analysis. 

 The essay follows a logical progression of ideas, with smooth transitions within and 

between paragraphs. 

 Word choice shows an elevated grasp of diction with purposeful use of words such as 

“traumatic”, “astronomical”, “predicament”, etc. 

 Essay is virtually flawless with a variety of sentence forms and structures seen within. 

 Organization is perfect as the essay lays out clearly what it intends to do in the 

introduction.  The developing paragraphs follow the plan laid out.  The essay finishes 

with closing by return. 
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Exemplar #2 - Outstanding 

 

 In the given excerpt from The Book of Negroes, the author Lawrence Hill uses 

numerous literary elements to develop the conflict that the main character, Meena, goes 

through.  The excerpt shows the internal conflict she is facing due to the loss of her children, 

in particular, May.  In this piece, through the use of metaphor, simile and dialogue, the 

author shows the reader how Meena is processing this loss. 

 There are many elements of metaphor throughout the excerpt that help accurately 

convey how Meena is dealing with her loss.  One such example comes with, “…I don’t know 

where the next thirty minutes went, except to disappear into a fog of despair.”  By comparing 

Meena’s feelings of despair and hopelessness to an image of fog – weather that makes 

things so barely visible that you can become lost and not know where to go – it helps show 

the reader how at this particular point of the story, Meena is lost, and is not sure how to 

cope with or process the loss of her daughter, May.  She can’t see anything beyond her 

feelings of despair. 

 Another example of figurative language used effectively comes with the simile “My 

children were like phantom limbs, lost but still attached to me, gone but still painful.”  Hill 

extends on this comparison later with “The limbs had been severed, and they would forever 

after be missing.”  Here, the author is comparing Meena’s children to a part of her body, and 

the loss of them is compared to the loss of limbs.  In the first line, after Meena had more 

time to process the loss of her children, she compares it to phantom limbs, showing how she 

still considers her children to be an important part of her and she is haunted by their loss.  

She is conflicted about whether she should continue with her life while she so deeply feels 

their loss.  In the second line the author shows how Meena attempts to face her conflict.  

She acknowledges the fact that her children are gone from her life and she mourns that.  

The limb (her connection to her children) has been severed and she must find a way to 

continue on living. 

 Another element used to develop the conflict is dialogue.  In the conversation 

between Meena and Jason, we see how Meena first handled the loss:  “’I have lost my 

daughter,’ I whispered finally.  ‘My last child.’  ‘Never say that,’ Jason said.”  In this exchange 

we see how Meena views May as the “last”, as if it is an ending that she cannot continue on 

from.  This is further conveyed in the next line:  “She was my last, Jason, and I am saying it 

because it is true.  Don’t look to me to keep you alive again…because I am in the mood for 

dying.”  This conversation helps us as the reader see how Meena feels like she can’t handle 

the loss of her children.  She feels as if she is finished and does not want to keep living.  

Through the use of dialogue here we see how Meena has not only lost her children, but her 

will to survive without them.  Also, in the line, “But you are good, Meena.  So many people 

love you,” spoken by Daddy Moses and responded to by Meena in her thoughts with 

“Perhaps that was true, but I couldn’t see it and couldn’t feel it,” shows how Meena is too 

lost in her “fog of despair” to acknowledge and accept the help of others.  She isolates 

herself from them and their help.  Though later on we learn that once she starts letting 

others in she is able to move towards resolving her conflict and better accepting and 

handling her loss. 

 It is through the use of figurative language and dialogue that we the readers can 

better understand the development of the character Meena’s conflict coming out of the loss 

of her children. 
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Score:  Outstanding – 18-20/20 

 

Comments: 

 Essay gives comprehensive treatment of the prompt, discussing the development of 

the conflict throughout.  What is particularly interesting here is that the writer has 

taken the “you may consider” portion of the prompt and has decided to go in a 

different direction.  Instead of imagery, setting and dialogue, the writer has gone with 

metaphor, simile and dialogue.  It is done very well here, and is totally acceptable. 

 All references chosen serve to answer the question effectively.  There is excellent 

balance in that appropriate references are selected to discuss each of the three 

elements identified – metaphor, simile and dialogue. 

 References are not left hanging.  They are contextualized and explained to support 

the thesis of the essay. 

 The writer offers specific insight into the text.  The blinding nature of the “fog of 

despair” shows good insight.  The isolating nature of what Meena has been through 

shows insight as well. 

 The essay follows a logical progression of ideas, with smooth transitions within and 

between paragraphs. 

 Word choice shows an elevated grasp of diction with purposeful use of words and 

phrases such as “feelings of despair and hopelessness” and “not sure how to cope 

with or process the loss of her daughter”. 

 Essay is virtually flawless with a variety of sentence forms and structures seen within.  

The effective use of dash in paragraph 2 is worthy of note. 

 Organization is perfect as the essay lays out clearly what it intends to do in the 

introduction.  The developing paragraphs follow the plan laid out.  The essay finishes, 

although briefly, with closing by return.  
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Exemplar #3 - Strong 

 

 In fiction, as in real life, the world cannot exist without conflict.  We see an excellent 

example of how a writer can develop conflict in the excerpt from “The book of Negroes” by 

Lawrence Hill.  In the novel, Meena has just lost her child May to the Witherspoons, and tries 

to deal with the internal conflict of living with this fact.  This conflict is developed by Hill 

through literary elements like imagery, dialouge and setting.  In the following paragraphs I 

will talk about Meena’s conflict, how she dealt with it, and how Meena internally solved her 

struggle to keep living. 

 Meena’s conflict began when the Witherspoons took her daughter to America.  This 

caused Meena to be devistated, which started her internal struggle, as well as her external 

struggle.  The setting plays a key role in her conflict, due to the time period.  If this happened 

now, it would be a criminal offense and the police would be involved, but since this is 1787, 

slavery was legal in America, and Meena was at a loss to get help.  When Meena asked Mr. 

McArdle if it was a good idea to retrive her herself from America, she was shot down.  “They 

insisted that I could be arrested – and possibly enslaved…”  Reading this you can clearly see 

that Meena’s conflict was largely developed due to setting.  These circumstances play a 

major role in how her conflict started. 

 After Meena’s conflict started, the next thing for her was to learn how to deal with it.  

It was very hard for her, and she even said at one point that she wanted to die.  It is through 

dialouge with others that we see Meena’s efforts to cope with her situation.  It is difficult for 

her, as seen in her only being able to whisper to Jason, “I have lost my daughter.”  This 

illustrates the deep impact the event has had on her.  Jason immediately tries to cheer her 

up, as did most of the characters surrounding her during the following months.  They 

continuously push her until she is able to stand on her own two feet.  Daddy Moses says, 

“But you are good Meena.  So many people love you.”  Although Meena seemingly denies 

this, I think it is a turning point for her in facing her struggle and eventually learning to live 

with it.  She eventually starts going to church from here, and starts her life again.  The 

development of her conflict and the beginnings of the resolution of it would be non-existent 

if there were no dialouge or other people to support her, showing how important the 

dialouge is in the novel. 

 Finally, near the end of the excerpt, Meena learns to live with the painful fact of 

losing May.  Even though she says the pain will never leave, she still has to keep going.  The 

last part of the excerpt shows a good example of visual imagery, illustrating what it is like to 

lose your child.  “The limbs had been severed and they would forever be missing.”  This 

makes us relate to how it would feel and look to live without limbs and how it compares to 

living without a loved one.  Even if we have never lived without limbs, we can’t imagine daily 

life without them.  Meena creates a great metaphorical image comparing this feeling to her 

struggle of living without her daughter.  The novel uses a great amount of effective imagery, 

relating to a clearer and more effective development of conflict. 

 The novel “The book of Negroes” by Lawrence Hill contains a very hard conflict, which 

is clearly developed by the use of literary elements like imagery, dialouge and setting.  Even 

though when Meena lost her daughter she didn’t think she could survive, at the end of the 

excerpt, she resolves to never forget her pain and to go forward even though she thinks she 

cannot.  This excerpt shows that even in the worst times, if you have people helping you, you 

can live and stand on your own feet by yourself.  
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Score:  Strong – 14-16/20 

 

Comments: 

 Essay addresses the prompt, discussing the development of the conflict throughout.  

A clear thesis is offered up front. 

 References chosen serve to answer the question.  References selected are used to 

support points on imagery, dialogue and setting. 

 References are contextualized and explained to support the thesis of the essay. 

 The writer offers some specific insight into the text.  Discussion of what constitutes a 

criminal offence in paragraph 2 is one example. 

 The essay follows a logical progression of ideas. 

 Word choice is strong as seen through instances like “metaphorical image”. 

 Mechanics are strong for the most part.  Some spelling mistakes are present.  There 

is a nice variation of sentence type. 

 Organization is strong as the essay lays out clearly what it intends to do in the 

introduction, despite the use of first person.  The developing paragraphs follow the 

plan laid out.  The essay finishes with closing by return.  The last sentence seems 

thematic in nature and does not fit well with the thesis. 
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Exemplar #4 - Strong 

 

 Meena faces a great deal of conflict and pain in this excerpt from The Book of 

Negroes by Lawrence Hill.  She struggles both internally and externally with the loss and 

search for her daughter, May.  It is clear that Meena faces a great challenge, and she must 

try to find her daughter in the wide world whilst dealing with her own extreme sadness over 

her loss, and these conflicts are developped throughout the essay using elements such as 

setting, dialogue and imagery. 

We first sense the pain and desperation Meena feels in the very first paragraphs.  

These paragraphs set rather grim circumstances.  Meena and Jason are searching for May 

in an “eerily silent” wood.  Jason has left town, where he had nowhere to stay and “nobody 

but disbanded soldiers with guns ready, fists clenched, boots for kicking”.  These are not the 

happy, pleasant images of an optimistic person.  These images are dark and desperairing, 

and help introduce us to Meena’s feelings, as they create a grim and helpless tone.  Meena 

and Jason have nothing: no food, no work, no home.  Jason had a cut on his face and Meena 

is missing her daughter.  With this depressing setting, the reader is led to understand and 

empathize with Meena’s internal struggle – her despairing feelings of loss and hoplessness 

– as well as her external conflict – her difficulties in trudging through forests and avoiding 

hostile soldiers.  The opening paragraphs cast a grim image for the audience, thus 

introducing us to the world and conflict of Meena. 

The dialogue in this selection further develop Meena’s conflicts.  Meena makes a few 

important comments in the essay which help her to express her feelings, and therefore help 

the reader understand her internal struggles.  For instance, she says “I have lost my child.  

My last child,” and “I am in the mood for dying.”  These thoughts, which are coming directly 

from Meena, create a terribly sad mood for the reader.  We begin to understand how 

depressed and lost Meena must feel, that she cannot bear the thought of having lost her 

only child, to the point that she feels ready to die.  The reader is able to connect with 

Meena’s feelings through her pained statements.  A comment made by McArdle also shows 

Meena’s conflict.  He says, “We don’t know that they stayed in Boston,” and then lists 

various other places in which May could be.  Meena’s search is thus shown to be seemingly 

impossible, as May could be seemingly anywhere.  Meena’s external struggles are clearly 

very real and very difficult to overcome.  The dialogue of Meena as well as McArdle 

elaborates on the intensity of Meena’s internal and external conflicts. 

The imagery used by the narrator (Meena) is also instrumental in developing her 

conflicts.  One example of this is her description of her “phantom limbs.”  She describes her 

children as “phantom limbs, lost but still attached to me.  Gone, but still painful.”  This is a 

very powerful image and conveys very well the sensation of pain and loss.  It gives an image 

and picture to relate to, so that the reader can imagine Meena’s feelings, like a phantom 

limb, and better connect to them.  “The limbs had been severed, and they would be forever 

missing.”  With this image in mind, the amount of sadness, pain and loss felt by Meena is 

made painfully clear. 

Meena has suffered a very difficult loss, the loss of her daughter.  This is made clear 

throughout the excerpt, with the use of setting, Meena and McArdle’s dialogue and the vivid 

imagery used by Meena.  
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Score:  Strong – 14-16/20 

 

Comments: 

 Essay addresses the prompt, discussing the development of the conflict throughout.  

A clear thesis is offered up front. 

 References chosen serve to answer the question.  References selected are used to 

support points on setting, dialogue and imagery. 

 References are contextualized and explained to support the thesis of the essay. 

 Insights into the text are sparse here.  This is one major factor that takes this essay 

out of the ‘Outstanding’ category. 

 The essay follows a logical progression of ideas. 

 Word choice is strong as seen through instances like “optimistic person”, “grim and 

helpless”, “whilst” and “thus”. 

 Mechanics are strong for the most part.  Some spelling mistakes are present.  There 

is a nice variation of sentence type and good use of colon, dash and parallel 

structure. 

 Organization is strong as the essay lays out clearly what it intends to do in the 

introduction.  The developing paragraphs follow the plan laid out.  The essay finishes 

very briefly, but does use closing by return.   
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Exemplar #5 - Satisfactory 

 

The excerpt from “The Book of Negroes” by Lawrence Hill, it tells about the conflict of 

a woman named Meena in the 1700s whose life was affected by slavery.  She was 

separated from her husband and her daughter, whom she gave to a white family to take 

care of, but they stole her and went to America.  Meena was trying to deal with her losses. 

This conflict is developed by setting.  In this piece of writing, it says how she is in the 

setting of a poorer place of living in the 1700s, surrounded by slavery and slave traders.  In 

this time, with the little amount of money she had, there wasn’t much that Meena could do 

to help herself in her situation to find her family.  One reference from the text is “I tolerated 

Jason and Daddy Moses staying in my shack until they had a place of their own built.”  This 

indicates poor living condition and that she is living in a shack.  Another example from the 

text would be the sentence “…if I showed up in that city with no money and no person to 

stand up for me.”  This shows she has no money to help herself with her situation. 

Another thing that helps to develope conflict in this piece of writing is the dialogue 

used.  Throughout the piece, it uses many words to describe Meena’s feelings of emotion 

due to the situation she is dealing with, which helps to develope the conflict more.  One 

example that is given in the writing is when it says, “Because I am in the mood for dying.”  

This shows us just how upset and depressed Meena really is about being separated from 

her husband and her daughter.  Her pain made it hard for her to get through her day to day 

life.  Another example of dialogue from this piece of writing is when it says “for the next few 

weeks I was in such agony that I could barely speak,” and “My children were like phantom 

limbs, lost but still attached to me, gone but still painful.”  This, again, shows Meena’s 

struggle with her losses, and shows how the pain affected her everyday life and made the 

conflict of dealing with being in slavery that much more difficult. 

Another element that developes the conflict of this writing would be the overall tone 

of the writing.  The tone of this piece is very sad, and causes you as the reader to feel a little 

bit of the pain and loss Meena is experiencing.  This also helps to develope the conflict. 

These are a few examples of literary elements that help to develope the conflict 

throughout this piece of writing.  

 

Score:  Satisfactory – 10-12/20 

 

Comments: 

 Essay addresses the prompt, and attempts to discuss the development of the conflict 

throughout.  A clear thesis is never offered to lay out how this development will be 

addressed. 

 References chosen do serve to support the topic of paragraph 2 and paragraph 3 

dealing with setting and dialogue.  Paragraph 4 attempts to deal with tone but does 

not use references. 

 References are explained briefly to support ideas. 

 Insights into the text are lacking here.   

 Without a clear thesis, the reader is left to decipher the approach taken. 

 Word choice is satisfactory with usage of standard turns of phrase throughout. 
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 Mechanics are satisfactory.  Some spelling mistakes are present.  Some sentences 

are not clear in their intended purpose or meaning. 

 Organization needs work here, largely because of the lack of a clear thesis in the 

introduction.  The look at tone in paragraph 4 does not add a lot to the discussion.  

Conclusion is brief and general. 
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Exemplar #6 – Satisfactory 

 

 In the excerpt from “The book of Negroes” by Lawrance Hill, main character Meena 

has some internal struggles.  Meena had just gotten to America in 1787 by slave traders, 

and escaped to the black community of Birchtown, Nova Scotia in search of Chekura, her 

husband.  However, riots broke out and Meena was forced to ask a white family to care for 

her daughter May.  But May was stolen by the Witherspoon family and taken to America. 

Meena is now painfully grieving her loss.  She is uncapable of even admitting it to her 

friend, Jason at first.  She is that internally destroyed that she wants to die and states May 

was her last daughter.  She carries a burden of loss from May, and a weight of stress from 

the riot.  Homes are destroyed and raiders went through houses. 

Meena is feeling pain and devistation even weeks after.  “For the next few weeks, I 

was in such agony that I could barely speak.”  Meena has developed extreem depression 

from the tragic event.  It is so great that she didn’t want to teach, work or express her own 

feelings in fear she may lash out and kill someone.  Meena is despirate and wants to go to 

Boston in hopes to find May, however cannot afford it and could get arrested.  She isn’t even 

completely sure if May is there. 

Meena describes that her children were like phantom limbs, lost but still attached.  

Gone but still painful.  This means her children meant a lot to her and she is feeling almost 

guilty.  She feels as though they are still with her but out of her grasp.  She is that 

depressed, eating or cooking is not an option. 

She has lost faith in God.  Her loss is that painful she gave up her faith.  How could 

there be a God if he lets these tragic events happen with no sign or warning to fix them?  

However, she went to Daddy Moses services.  People made sure she ate and never was 

alone, and fixed her house. 

Meena recovered from her struggle with depression from her tragic loss, however, 

she still hurts.  Just because you move on doesn’t mean you forget.  And Meena has not 

near forgotten.  A year after she finally got the courage to work again and catch babies.  A 

white baby from Shelburne was the first since losing May, and is a slight reminder.  Meena 

has grown stronger but never forgot.  She continues to move forward regardless of the pain.  

May is her phantom limb.  Non-present, but still pulsating an ounce of pain.   

 

Score:  Satisfactory – 10-12/20 

 

Comments: 

 Essay addresses the prompt, and attempts to discuss the development of the conflict 

throughout.  A clear thesis is never offered to lay out how this development will be 

addressed.  The approach is difficult to decipher from the body paragraphs of the 

essay as well. 

 References are used sporadically, sometimes as direct quotes, sometimes not. 

 References are explained briefly to support ideas. 

 Insights into the text are lacking here.   

 Without a clear thesis, the reader is left to decipher the approach taken, which is not 

clear. 

 Word choice is satisfactory with usage of standard turns of phrase throughout. 
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 Mechanics are satisfactory.  Some spelling mistakes are present.  Some sentences 

are not clear in their intended purpose or meaning. 

 Organization needs work here, largely because of the lack of a clear thesis in the 

introduction.  Although conflict seems to be the focus, plot synopsis figures in at 

times. 
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Exemplar #7 – Limited 

 

 In this excerpt from “Lawrence Hills” “The book of Negroes.”  The conflict of Meena 

builds up and climaxes Then comes back down.  Setting of This excerpt is Taking place in 

birchtown, Nova Scotia, in slave years.  Meena has a lot going on in her life that affects her 

differently Than people would Today. 

Meena had her daughter Taken away from her, and The raiders were destroying 

houses and hers got damaged.  She also has family staying with her and she doesn’t feel up 

To doing anything she used To.  Daddy Moses asks Meena If she has room for some faith 

“asked me If I was ready To let Jesus into my heart.”  and this is where her conflict is starting 

to decelerate. 

Meena strted attending Moses services again, people were being kind to her, even 

tho she wasn’t used to this.  They all helped her pick up supplies for her to fix her house “To 

help fix up my little place” she is internally now trying to battle The loss of her daughter but 

externally she is showing some strength.  “The pain of my losses never really went away.”  

“The limbs have been severed, and They would Forever be missing, but I kept going, 

somehow I kept going.” 

even in the dialoge of the excerpt, They are having her say Things like “I am in The 

mood for dying.”  The overall Tone is dark and depressing and it is effictive in showing and 

giving you an idea of what all of This conflict is doing to her. 

To clue This essay on conflict up, I feel that due To her losses of many of her loved 

ones in a time of slavery, you can get through it with a little bit of faith, and also you can tell 

that she hasent Forgot but shes still moving Foreward.  

 

Score:  Limited – 6-8/20 

 

Comments: 

 Essay does not clearly address the prompt, although conflict is touched on at times.  

There is no thesis offered. 

 References are used sporadically, although the purpose is not clear. 

 Some attempt is made to explain references, but the purpose is not clear. 

 Insights into the text are lacking here.   

 Without a clear thesis, the reader is left to decipher the approach taken, which is not 

clear. 

 Word choice is general. 

 Mechanics are limited.  Many spelling mistakes are present.  Sentence structure is 

limited making ideas difficult to decipher. 

 Organization needs work here, largely because of the lack of a clear thesis in the 

introduction.  Attempt to bring other elements into the discussion (i.e. theme) takes 

away from the discussion. 
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Exemplar #8 – Limited 

 

  Conflict is when a character or more has troubles with what is going on.  Can be a 

conflict within your self, between you and another, or even the struggle with nature.  In this 

story, Meena deals with the loss of her family.  This story is called “the Book of Negroes” 

written by lawernce Hill that has a lot to do with conflict. 

  Meena is a black woman that was brought to America in 1787 by american slave 

traders, she escaped a black community in Britchton, NS.  she has not found her husband 

Chekura, who went ahead of her and knew a white family named the Witherspoons have left 

with he last daughter May. 

  One major example of conflict in this story external conflict.  The loss of all her children, 

her husband going off with out her with their last child May, and Meena dose not know his 

wear abouts.  This is struggle for the mother because her husband is gone.  She has no 

money and then she finds out that a white family has run off with her daughter, so now she 

has nothing.  She dose not pick up or care for anyone cause she wants to die. 

  Meena is know in a little community in the middle of the woods with hardly any food, 

cloths, only a little wooden shack that she sleeps in.  at this poin she doesn’t understand the 

point in living anymore.  She tries writing a letter to Sam Frances, in Mount Vernon, Virginia, 

to see if he has seen or knows anything about May.  She meets a man named Daddy Moses 

who is black man in the community that tries to get Meena back into the faith of god, but 

she tried, but she wanted to think there would be some one else to guide her in the right 

path, she lost faith.  This is another exmple of conflict for Meena 

  She lived in a wooden shack, with no company accept when Daddy Moses and Jason 

would stop by with appliances. 

  These are a few examples of the conflict that Meena had to go through with her life.   

 

Score:  Limited – 6-8/20 

 

Comments: 

 Essay does not clearly address the prompt, although conflict is touched on at times.  

There is no thesis offered. 

 References are not present throughout. 

 Some explanation of the piece is present, but not specific to any references. 

 Insights into the text are lacking here.   

 Without a clear thesis, the reader is left to decipher the approach taken. 

 Word choice is general. 

 Mechanics are limited.  Many spelling mistakes are present.  Sentence structure is 

limited making ideas difficult to decipher. 

 Organization needs work here, largely because of the lack of a clear thesis in the 

introduction.   
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Exemplar #9 – Inadequate 

 

 Conflict is the main message or a struggle or fight between man vs man man vs 

nature man vs thereself. 

 The conflict in this essay The Book of Negroes by lawrence is internal and external 

conflict because the lady in this essay got her child stolen from her when a riot broke out 

because she trusted a white family the Witherspoons. 

 Meena the mother of the child is trying to track down the witherspoons and also try to 

control herself and her feelings and get back to her regular scedual with teaching, eating, 

sleeping ect. 

 Jason the good friend of Meena was helping her out the best she could even though 

the Both of them are very poor and both going threw hard times he still took a lot of her 

shoulders and basically was her boost of confidence. 

 About a year later Meena went back to work to teach the children and act as if she 

loved each and every one often and threw out the community’ people were helping her build 

her little piece, and then get a new class. 

 Even though Meena never did find her child May she learned to show her love for the 

kids she teach and get her life on track and to be more excepting to the whole situation and 

she let Jesus into her heart.  

 

Score:  Inadequate – 0-4/20 

 

Comments: 

 Essay does not clearly address the prompt.  Plot summary seems to be the approach 

here. 

 References are not present throughout. 

 No discussion of references. 

 No insight offered.   

 Without a clear thesis, the reader is left to decipher the approach taken. 

 Word choice is basic. 

 Mechanics are inadequate.  Paragraphs and sentence structure is weak.  Many 

spelling mistakes are present.  Sentence structure is limited making ideas difficult to 

decipher. 

 Organization shows the semblance of an essay, but poorly developed. 



54 
 

Exemplar #10 - Inadequate 

 

 Character is often shown by our choice and how we triumph or fall in the face of 

conflict.  Our ability to rise up from devestation often demonstrates out resilience as people.  

A great example of this is in the character of Meena from “The Book of Negroes” by 

Lawrence Hill.  In this excerpt, we learn that Meena had been sold into slavery, and escaped 

to the black community of Birchmount, Nova Scotia.  Here she has lost her husband and 

children, but most recently her last child, May.  After having entrusted her to a white family 

the Witherspoons during a riot, the family stole her last child back into America.  With the 

use of imagery, dialogue and setting, the author illustrates Meena’s struggle against a world 

set against her. 

 Meena’s despair is frequently reinforced with the imagery used by Hill.  An example 

of the imagery used being “My children were like phantom limbs, lost but still attached to 

me, gone but still painful.”  In this, it shows Meena’s internal battle, debating her will to 

survive despite the loss of her last child.  This image reinforces the idea that she has lost yet 

another piece of herself, that she has no hope of it ever being return.   

 

Score:  Inadequate – 0-4/20 

 

Comments: 

 Essay seems to start moving in the right direction.  However, the fact that it is 

incomplete results in a poor score. 

  


