Michael Blackwood

A three-week-old female moose calf arrived at Salmonier Nature Park on June 30, 2009. This

tiny calf, named Isabelle by the conservation officers who facilitated her transport to the park, was found in the middle
of the community of Monkstown on the Burin Peninsula.

Observers saw the calf and her mother complete a one-kilometre swim across the bay; however, upon reaching shore,
the cow was spooked by the large gathering of people. The young calf, too weak to continue, was left behind. For two
days, conservation officers kept a close watch on the calf after moving her to the outskirts of the community where
the cow had last been spotted, hoping for a reunion. The cow did not return, and the exhausted calf was becoming
hungrier and more dehydrated as time went by due to her inability to nurse.

Normally if you find a seemingly abandoned wild animal, it’s likely the mother is nearby foraging for food, and it is best

to not attempt to remove the animal, but to report your observations to local conservation officers. Removing the
animal may likely prove unnecessary, detrimental to the animal, and very dangerous for yourself. Female moose are
very protective and upon hearing their offspring in distress, they will become extremely aggressive.

In these extenuating circumstances, however, intervention was required to save the calf. Conservation officers con-
tacted Animal Care staff at Salmonier Nature Park, and a specially constructed transport container was sent to the of-
ficer since the calf was difficult to handle.
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A new lease on life for abandoned moose Holly (top) and baby Isabelle at Salmonier Nature Park. Photos: Salmonier Nature Park staff.

Salmonier Nature Park
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Upon arrival at the nature park, Animal Care staff weig
and introduced small quantities of fluids. The following
ians examined the calf and introduced liquid electro
hydration. After a full day of this treatment, there was
calf’s overall condition.

Having a month-old calf accept an Animal Care te
countless hours of gradually introducing the anim
the calf, which in itself could prove fatal to the ani
readily accept a bottle, and so it often takes seve
interest in the feedings.

d moose

After two days of bottle-feeding electrolytes, the
introduce milk gradually to a calf who hasn’t eate
health problems. As such, the milk replacer is dil
The calf was initially fed 20 ounces of milk replac
August, the calf was weaned off the bottle and the

The calf’s growth rate and general health were moni
already eating natural browse such as birch, maple,
with fresh browse on a regular basis right from the firs
the animal’s regular bottle feedings. A small portion
animal to the taste, and a bowl of this ration was left fo
the grain on its own. Sprinklers were set up on hot day
into and out of the water. It was also important for the ca

When Isabelle was completely weaned off milk and living ¢
independent of her keepers. Animal Care staff could not ye
female moose, who was also raised as a bottle-fed calf, since
flee if the adult became aggressive. Isabelle stayed in a separa
to an acceptable size to be safely introduced to Holly. To eve
seemed they immediately bonded. Both animals are on display fo
and Animal Care staff are currently bottle-raising a bull calf named
motor vehicle. Hopefully this calf will be introduced to the females this
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arduous journey east - populations have
thrived on the island since then, with
numbers reaching approximately 125,000
animals.

Newfoundland’s forests and bogs proved
to be ideal habitat for moose. With
powerful bodies and long legs enabling
them to cover rough terrain, moose quickly
became one of the island’s most
successful wildlife populations, with
generations of Newfoundlanders and
visitors enjoying an annual moose hunt
that has become part of our heritage and
culture.
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Hunter Questionnaire

An Important Pc

You have just harvested your first moose, t
the jawbone is ready to bring to the jawbone
your big game questionnaire and jawbone &

Information gathered from hunter [i-
cence returns and jawbones is very im-
portant in managing big game
populations in our province.

Newfoundland &
Labrador hunters
who successfully
obtain a big game
licence are re-
quired to complete
and return the big
game licence ques-
tionnaire  within
one week after an
animal is  har-
vested, or within one week after the of-
ficial closing of the season if their hunt
was unsuccessful. The questionnaire
contains information such as success of
hunt, method of travel, sex and age of
kill, date and location of kill, number of
antler points, number of days hunted,
and number of moose/caribou and black
bear seen. All questionnaires received
by the Wildlife Division are entered into
a database. Non-responsive licence
holders receive a reminder letter, usu-
ally by the end of March.

Nathan Spence

During early to mid-summer, the statis-
tician analyzes the data. For each moose
and caribou management area, and for
each licence type, descriptive statistics
are calculated. This includes percentage
of successful hunters, number of
moose,caribou or bears observed, num-
ber of days hunted, number of licences
sold, percent calves and percent

stags/bulls. Historical charts are updated
with the new statistics for the most re-
cent year. The data is analyzed, through
time, to determine the trends occurring
for each area. These
rends, along with popula-
ion census data, enable
ig game biologists to de-
ermine the appropriate
uota allocation and the
licence type allocation for
ach management area.
rend data plays a critical
ole in determining these
uota allocations, espe-
ially in areas that have
not been surveyed for some time.

Hunters are also required to submit cari-
bou and moose jawbones to the Wildlife
Division. The Division also requests that
bear hunters voluntarily submit skulls
with the jawbone intact for research
and monitoring purposes. When a jaw-
bone is deposited in a jawbone collec-
tion site, it is taken to one of the Wildlife
Division labs located in Corner Brook
and St. John'’s.

Trained laboratory techni-
cians take jawbone meas-
urements and remove
incisor teeth for aging.
Jawbone measurements
include total length, di-
astema length, molar row
length, and an estimate of
cheek tooth wear.
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Watch out forn ;
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Watch for Signs

Known high-risk areas on the

Enhanced brush clearing efforts, highway signage, an ongoing e S
. - 2 marked with several types of
moose awareness campaign, and continued analysis of LR s s, A fere) e (Ml

moose-vehicle collision reduction are strategies aimed at one means moose frequently cross the
improving highway safety and reducing the instances of Moose are unpredictable L G

moose-vehicle accidents on the province’s highways. A mooase standing calmly Seatbelt use is mandatory in Newfoundland and

at the edge of the road could bolt in front of your vehicle Labrador. Vehicle occupants who do not wear their
at the last moment. If you seatbelts are eight times more likely to be seriously
see a moose on or near a injured or killed in a moose-vehicle collision.

road, slow down and pre-

pare to stop. Like all wild

animals, moose are Avoid an accident

unpredictable.

Where & when do

accidents occur?

More than 70% of moose-vehicle accidents occur
between May and October. The likelihood of injury is twice
as high between dusk and dawn, when driver
visibility is limited and moose are most active.

Jason Foster

Be cautious when driving at night

If you see a vehicle stopped on or near the highway, the
driver may have spotted a moose, so be cautious. Avoid
driving at night if possible, and if you must drive, slow
down. Moose are extremely difficult to see at night.

Scan both sides of the road as far ahead as possible,
especially in high-risk accident zones depicted by warning
signs. The best way to avoid an accident is to spot the
moose well in advance.

Moose awareness placemat
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Thank YOU to everyone who contributed to the content of our newslet-

ter. This newsletter would not be possible without the extensive field work,
data analysis, mapping and other tasks performed by our very dedicated staff.

The mandate of the Wildlife Division is to protect and conserve Newfoundland
and Labrador’s biodiversity and manage its wildlife and inland fish resources
for the benefit of present and future generations. To deliver on this mandate
requires an incredible amount of work, both in the field and at the office. Itis
our hope that these newsletters will provide a snapshot into the work of the
professionals who are striving to fulfill this mandate, and to highlight the com-
plex nature of wildlife research and management.

- Gerry Yetman (Editor)
Senior Manager, Stewardship and Education

is the quarterly newsletter
of the Wildlife Division.
For more information,

please contact:

Wildlife Division
117 Riverside Drive
Corner Brook, NL
A2H 751

(709) 637-2025

Box 3014, Station B

298 Centralia Road

Happy Valley-Goose Bay, NL
AOP 1EO

(709) 896-5007

Building 810
Pleasantville
PO Box 8700
St. John's, NL
A1B 4J6

(709) 729-2827

The Wildlife Division’s Conservation
Services program has been hosting
youth events throughout the Province
this summer. See more photos in the
Fall 2010 edition of Our Wildlife.

Photo: Charmaine Barney

www.gov.nl.ca

Department of Environment & Conservation
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