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*Please note: The Exceptional Review Process is not available for drug therapies that are awaiting NOC and/or review through an established 

expert review process (e.g. CDR, pCODR or ACDR). These therapies will not be funded until there is an implementable funding recommendation 

from the expert review committee and a listing decision from the Department. 

  

Has the drug been reviewed via NLPDP 

accepted expert review committee* 

process? 

Does the request meet the 

accepted recommended criteria 

and funding requirements? 

Exceptional off label review criteria: 
1. Is there is a serious underlying 
disease? 
2. Has supporting clinical evidence 
been provided? 
3. Have clinical alternatives and 
standard therapies been exhausted 
and/or explored? 
4. Have all funding alternatives been 
exhausted? 

 

Approve Deny 

Appropriate correspondence sent 

to healthcare provider/patient. 

The drug has a NOC and DIN through 

HC for other indication(s) and is 

eligible for Special Authorization 

under the NLPDP, but request is for 

an off label indication. 

(Off label use will not be considered 

without adequate evidence). 

 

Departmental Clinical Pharmacists compile submitted clinical evidence. 

Additional clinical research performed. 

Clinical evidence is assessed and submitted to the medical practitioner 

designated by the Minister for review and decision.  

The decision with respect to the Exceptional review is final. 

Appropriate 

correspondence 

sent to healthcare 

provider/patient. 

 

Appeal of negative 

decision. 

It is on the NLPDP Special Authorization list? 

Is the medication approved for sale in Canada? Request denied. SAP medications 

are not funded 

Request denied. 

 


