
 
 

Categories of Operations 
 

 
Mobilizing to Wellsite 

 
All activities associated with mobilizing the drilling installation/drilling rig to the well. 

Preparing to Spud 

 
All pre-spud activities from the time that the drilling installation arrives on location until the well is spudded 
(initial penetration of the ground to start the drilling of a well). 
 

Drilling Operations 

 
All operations associated with drilling a well including casing, cementing, running BOP stack, fishing, 
sidetracking, reaming, logging, coring and formation flow testing as well as any downtime associated with 
equipment failure (or otherwise) while drilling operations are in progress. 
 

Completion Operations 

 
All operations associated with completing a well including installation of the production tree and all other 
operations associated with preparing a well for production or injection operations. 
 

Weather Delay 
 
Any downtime associated with heavy weather. 
 

Suspension/ Abandonment 
Operations 

All activities associated with either plugging and abandoning a well, or suspending a well as well as 
operations associated with demobilizing the drilling installation from the well. 

Well Intervention/Workover 
Operations All activities associated with performing a workover or well intervention. 

 
 
Well Status  

Completed Prepared to permit the production of fluids from the well, observation of the performance of a reservoir, 
injection of fluids into the well, or  disposal of fluids into the well. 

Suspended Drilling or producing operations have temporarily ceased. 

Abandoned Well has been permanently plugged. 



 
 

Glossary of Terms 
 

BOP Stack 
 

Blowout preventer stack - an assembly of heavy-duty valves attached to the wellhead to control well 
pressure and prevent a blowout. 
 

Casing 
 

Steel pipe set in a well to prevent the hole from sloughing or caving and to enable formations to be isolated 
(there may be several strings of casing in a well, one inside the other). 
 

Cementing 
 

Pumping a liquid slurry of cement, water and other additives behind a string of casing to isolate formations. 
 

Fishing 
 

Operations to recover an object lost or stuck in the wellbore that is obstructing operations. 
 

Injection/Injecting 
 

Injecting fluids into the reservoir to provide a driving mechanism for increased oil or gas production. 
 

Logging 
 

Acquisition of downhole data using tools run in the well, usually on wireline. 
 

Producing/Production 
 

Flowing reservoir fluids from a well to the production system. 
 

Production Tree 

 

An arrangement of heavy-duty valves and fittings installed on the wellhead to control production from the 
well and/or to facilitate injection operations. 
 

Reaming 
 

An operation to restore a wellbore to its original diameter (occasionally, a wellbore will cave in). 
 

Seismic kilometers 
 

The total number of kilometers of data recorded in a geophysical program. 
 

Sidetracking 
 

The operation of drilling a secondary wellbore from the orginal wellbore. 
 

Well Intervention/Workover 
 

An operation to repair equipment or to restore or increase production or injection. 
 

 


