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• Mineral Act is the same as Highway Traffic Act – it’s the law

• Need to have approval before you start the work



• There’s currently a glitch on the online fillable .pdf – will be fixed soon
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• Page 1

• Have to fill in name, address, licence numbers, start and completion dates, 
phone number and e-mail address

• Would prefer it if property name and NTS map sheet were included

• Start and completion dates – make sure they’re after the date submitted!!

• Put yourself down as exploration manager

• Now have place for e-mail instead of fax

• Signature not totally essential – don’t let it stop you from e-mailing it in
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• Page 1

• Geochemistry – not for prospecting
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• Page 2 - top

• Geochemistry includes channel sampling

• Will you be stripping large areas?
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• Ground geophysics and linecutting

• If doing either, have to fill out all except for contractor, unless contractor 
being used
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• Bottom of Page 2

• Off-road vehicle use not for ATV use only along existing trails and roads

• Describe nature and extent: on bogs? Purpose of ATV use? How many passes?
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• Top of Page 3

• Air Geophysics – fill in all but contractor unless contractor used
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• Middle of Page 3

• Camps

• Fly camps < 90 days

• Base camp > 90 days – need licence to occupy (LTO) from Crown Lands

10



• Bottom of Page 3

• Water use – if drilling, have to apply for water use

• Use of any water from any water body requires Water Use Licence (WUL)

• Need UTM coordinates of water withdrawal sites

• Includes use of water for camp

• Also, need to indicate if work is within 15 m of high water mark of any water body 
– would need special permit for that
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• Top of Page 4

• Access Trail Preparation and Use – New Section

• If new trail > 500m may be required to register for Environmental Assessment

• Show new and existing access trail on map
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• Middle of Page 4

• Drilling – show on map, include UTM coordinates

• Have to fill out all

• If drilling – need to fill out water use section – Page 3

• Trail use for drilling – fill out “Access Trail and Preparation and Use” section on 
top of Page 4
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• Bottom of Page 4

• Show on map, include UTM coordinates

• Have to fill out all except for contractor (unless contractor used)

• Definition of trench given – read carefully

• If using water for trenching– fill out water use section

• Trail use trenching– fill out “Access Trail and Preparation and Use” section on top 
of Page 4
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• Top of Page 5

• Fill out all unless contractor not used

• Need to show bulk sample sites on map, include UTM coordinates with 
application

• If bulk sample > 1000m3 may be required to register for Environmental 
Assessment

• Trail use for access to bulk sample sites – fill out “Access Trail Preparation and 
Use” section

• Mechanical Heavy Mineral Sampling – I don’t see this much, requires large 
machinery to sample heavy minerals
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• Bottom of Page 5

• Fuel cache – if 9 drums of fuel or less, approval from Mineral Lands OK

• If fuel cache to contain 10 drums of fuel or less, need permit from Service NL

• Locations of fuel cache must be on map, and UTM coordinates included
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• Most important page – read carefully

• Gives scales of maps required based on type of work being done

• If it doesn’t fit on 1:250,000 scale map, it’s too big – break it down by property

• UTM coordinates included – we use NAD 27, but if you use NAD 83, specify!

• Say vector files – more for larger-scale projects

• E-mail address, mailing address for submission

• Will not accept faxes

• My number shown on page

• Web address for application form
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• Don’t want to scare anybody with the level of detail available in application form

• If you are just doing traditional prospecting, using an ATV on pre-existing trails 
and roads, only need to fill out first page as shown here

• Send in whole application, though

• Don’t forget to include map – just show licence

• Stephen will be showing you how to create a map – use this for your application
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• Include everything to prevent delays

• Send in as soon as possible – if doing work in spring/summer, submit application 
early in new year

• UTMs – type out in e-mail or put in Excel spreadsheet

• Always send to that e-mail address

• Right now, lots of different people getting approvals

• If I’m on vacation or out of the office, someone will get application
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• Use licence numbers to create property boundaries, UTMs for locations of work, 
NTS for index map, map you made to ensure accuracy

• Have internal government-use only Land Use Atlas – shows all other land uses

• Overlay land uses on top of activities in application 

20



• Example of map I generate

• Simplest case – no other land uses in the area

• Still sent to Provincial Archaeology Office (PAO) – they have a large database of 
archaeological sites and general areas that must not be disturbed e.g. buffer of 
50 m around some lakes
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• More complex example

• Note scheduled salmon river – work within 200 m of the high water mark of a 
river that is a scheduled salmon river under the Fisheries Act may be required to 
be registered for Environmental Assessment

• Drilling was included but not shown here

• Different colours/patterns represent different land uses

• Sometimes overlapping land uses

• Use this to decide which government departments or agencies to send referral to
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• Shapefiles are files generated by the mapping program I use to make referral 
maps

• Shapefiles include property, trench, drill locations, etc.

• Extension requests must be reasonable

• Conditions usually based on legislation

• Permits e.g. cutting permit, operating permit (during forest fire season), Licence
to Occupy, fuel cache permit, water use licence, PPWSA  permit
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• It is a constitutional requirement that the Crown (government) consult with 
recognized Aboriginal groups on any projects within settled/asserted land claims

• If in Labrador Inuit Land, different process – have to submit work plan directly to 
Nunatsiavut Government as well as apply to Mineral Lands

• Consultation otherwise – send out same files as sent to other 
departments/agencies

• If Aboriginal group responds with comments/concerns – formulate conditions to 
address concerns

• If their response is too general – may give extra 14 days to provide more detail

• Mineral Lands may encourage you to contact Aboriginal groups to inform them of 
your exploration plans
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• Work in Protected Public Water Supply Area (PPWSA)  

• shown on geoscience resource atlas: under “contents” (clipboard icon), go 
to “land use”, called “Public Water Supplies”

• To use ATV, trailer e.g. in PPWSA – need permit

• Permit usually mailed out by Water Resources, but I have a copy as well

• Permit is $75 + HST

• Permits required to be sought by prospector listed in conditions of approval letter
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• How to find PPWSAs on Geoscience Resource Atlas
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• Specific activities e.g. drilling, trenching, line cutting, water use etc.
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• Date – approval only good for up to 12 months after this date

• Approval number – distinct number for each approval assigned when application 
received, needed for prospector’s grant

• Read through bolded activity section – this is what you’re approved to do, where 
you’re approved to do it. Make sure all licences you expected are there – some 
people forget to include all licences on applications
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• Bottom of Page 1

• Read through conditions carefully

• These particular ones are on all approval letters
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• These are also in every approval letter

• Have to let us know when you start/end program

• Send me a quick e-mail when you’re about to start and once you’re finished

• “lands not vested in the Crown” = private land – need landowner’s permission to 
conduct work

• Important to note that most of province is Crown Land
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• This is from the Provincial Archaeology Office (PAO)

• Usually near the end of the approval letter

• They review every single application

• This condition is in every approval letter

• Sometimes identify archaeological sites and their buffers in separate conditions
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• Standard condition from the Wildlife Division

• Usually on last page

• Read through carefully
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• End of approval letter

• Expiration date here

• List of who else has received a copy of the approval letter

• Any questions, contact me by phone/e-mail – phone number and e-mail address 
within approval letter
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• Matthew Snow – Mineral Exploration Site Inspector

• Will usually let you know he’s coming, but according to legislation (Section 19 of 
the Mineral Act) he doesn’t have to

• This is why it’s so important to read approval letters, conditions
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• If you don’t have access to a computer will still accept written applications

• Plan to travel across province to demonstrate MEAMS
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• If doing work in spring or summer, put application in early in new year

• Need application number for prospector grant
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• Thank you to NLPA for inviting me to present

• .pdf of presentation as well as my notes will be available on the Matty Mitchell 
web page 
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