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  Launched in 1998 

by 

 

Geological Survey 

Department of Natural Resources 

Newfoundland and Labrador  
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Norm Mercer Sean O’Brien 

Main proponents 



         Principal Sponsors/Partners: 

 

Department of Natural Resources 

  

Mining Industry NL 
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Management Committee  

Represents government, industry and university. 

 

Programs 

Programs delivered in conjunction with the 

Mineral Development Division, DNR and the 

Mining Industry Association (MINL). 
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Who Was Matty Mitchell? 

 Matty Mitchell – perhaps most famous 
prospector in province’s history. 
 

 (Mi’kmaq and Montagnais Innu ancestry) 
- a hunter, guide and expert woodsman. 
 

 In early 1900’s, he found mineralization 
along the banks of the Buchans River. 
 

 His discovery led to the production of 16.2 
million tonnes of high grade ore from the 
Buchans Mine. 
 

 Present day value (early 2014) of this ore 
  is approx. $11 (Can.) billion.  

 
 Matty passed away in 1922 at the age of 

75, sadly, before his discovery became a 
world class mine. 



WHAT DO WE DO? 

 

 Provide mentoring, technical support and promotional 

assistance to prospectors across Newfoundland and 

Labrador. 

 

 

The Matty Mitchell Prospectors Resource Room 



WHAT DO WE DO? 

 

 Provide mentoring, technical support and promotional assistance to 

prospectors across Newfoundland and Labrador. 

 

 

WHY DO WE DO IT?  

 

 To encourage prospectors in their work of property 

promotion which attracts new mineral investment to the 

province and stimulates the provincial mineral industry. 

 

 This helps to create jobs and wealth through mineral 

exploration and development.  
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Long Harbour Development, 2012: Hydromet 

facility to process Voisey’s Bay Ni-Cu-Co ore. 

PROSPECTING 

CREATES WEALTH! 

Open Pit Development  

at Voisey's Bay, 2012 

Prospectors Al Chislett and Chris Verbiski 
Discovery Hole – Voisey’s Bay Ni-Cu-Co Mine 
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PROSPECTING IS 

ALSO FUN, GREAT 

EXERCISE, ….. AND A 

FINE  WAY TO SPEND 

TIME IN THE 

COUNTRY ! 



INFORMATION AND CONSULTATION SERVICES 

 One-on-one advice, including rock and mineral 

identification, technical support and referrals. 
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INFORMATION AND CONSULTATION SERVICES 

One-on-one advice, including rock and mineral identification, 

technical support, referrals and mentoring. 

 

 Reference collection of rocks, common minerals, ore 

mineral suites and rock alteration styles from 

around the province and the world. 
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INFORMATION AND CONSULTATION SERVICES 

One-on-one advice, including rock and mineral identification, 

technical support, referrals and mentoring. 

 

Reference collection of rocks, minerals, ore suites and alteration 

styles from around the province and around the world. 

 

 Textbooks and articles on geology, maps, short 

course notes, databases …  and more. 

 

The Resource Room provides prospectors with 



Free Assays! 

DNR through the Matty Mitchell Room provides free assays 
for prospectors on a limited number of prospective samples. 
 
 Required – UTMs (Eastings/Northings) for each  
  sample… 
 
 Confidentiality assured… 
 
 Other requirements… 
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“Property poster series” (hard copies and CD-ROMs) 

We also provide prospectors with… 

               PROMOTIONAL SERVICES 
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   “PROPERTY POSTER” SERIES 

Prospector-driven option deals 
Attracts considerable investment  

to Newfoundland and Labrador 
One example is Cripple Creek… 

 

Expenditures (Approx) 
$633,000 

By Capstone Mining 
(2012/2013) 

 
Property previously 

optioned to  
Richmont Mining 

in 2006 who spent  
at least 

$150,000 there 



“Property poster series” (hard copies and CD-ROMs) 

 

 

Regional technical posters 

               PROMOTIONAL SERVICES 
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   “REGIONAL TECHNICAL  POSTER” SERIES 

Geology which would be  

favourable to different  

types of mineralization 



 

“Property poster series” (hard copies and CD-ROMs) 

 

Regional technical posters 

 

“Properties for Option” series: maps, booklets                   

 and CD-ROMs 

 

 

               PROMOTIONAL SERVICES 
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   “PROPERTIES FOR OPTION” SERIES 



 

Property poster series (hard copies and CD-ROMs) 

 

Regional technical posters 

 

“Properties for Option” series: maps and booklets and CD-ROMs 

 

Other support in preparation for local and national mining and 

exploration conferences (handouts, sample preparation, data 

presentation etc.) 

 
 

               PROMOTIONAL SERVICES 
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TECHNICAL AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT AT 

MINERAL INDUSTRY TRADE SHOWS AND 

CONFERENCES 

•  Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada 

 (PDAC) Conference, Toronto  

 Atlantic Rock Room  

 

The Matty Mitchell Prospectors Resource Room provides prospectors with 



Prospectors’ Displays with Posters and Rock Samples, 

PDAC Toronto 



PDAC 2007 

Prospectors of the Year Award 

For 2006 

Awarded to 

Prospecting Families 

Keats, Stares and Crockers  

Prospector Al Keats: PDAC 2007, Toronto and the 

 Prospector of the Year Award 



 

Prospector of the Year Award 

For 2006 

Donated to the  

Matty Mitchell Room 
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Newfoundland Prospectors meet with International Delegates at the 

PDAC Conference 2011, Toronto 



 

Prospector Nath Noel Demonstrates how to carve soapstone at the 

PDAC Conference 2009 Toronto 

The Matty Mitchell Prospectors Resource Room 



New Prospectors selling their first property  

PDAC Conference, 2008, Toronto 

Chilean  

Rescue  

Capsule 

PDAC’11 
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TECHNICAL AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT AT 

MINERAL INDUSTRY TRADE SHOWS AND 

CONFERENCES 

Atlantic Rock Room   --   PDAC (Toronto) -- March 

 

Mineral Resources Review (Department of Natural Resources) 

St. John’s,  November 

Prospectors’ Tent and Core Shack  

 

The Matty Mitchell Prospectors Resource Room provides prospectors with 



Mineral Resources 

Review, St. John’s  

The Matty Mitchell Prospectors Resource Room 

SEG Volunteers 



TECHNICAL AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT AT 

MINERAL INDUSTRY TRADE SHOWS AND 

CONFERENCES 

Atlantic Rock Room      --   PDAC (Toronto) 

 

Prospectors’ Tent/Core Shack  --  Mineral Resources Review 

(St. John’s) 

 

Cordilleran Roundup  

Vancouver, January  

Newfoundland and Labrador Rock Room  

 

 

The Matty Mitchell Prospectors Resource Room provides prospectors with 



 

 Prospectors’ Displays 

Exploration Roundup,       

Vancouver 

 



TECHNICAL AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT AT 

MINERAL INDUSTRY TRADE SHOWS AND 

CONFERENCES 

Atlantic Rock Room          --   PDAC (Toronto) 

 

Prospectors’ Tent /Core Shack    --   CIMM (St. John’s) 

 

NL Rock Room                               --  Roundup 

(Vancouver) 

 

One-on-one advice and aid with networking 

on-site at conferences and trade shows 

The Matty Mitchell Prospectors Resource Room provides prospectors with 



The Matty Mitchell Room,  

Mining Industry NL and DNR 

work in partnership to deliver 

one-day prospector workshops 

in rural and urban areas across 

Newfoundland and Labrador 

Workshops 



2005 PUBLIC OUTREACH INITIATIVE  

Explore NL Trade Show 
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September, 2007
Telephone: 709-729-2120, 709-729-6193 • e-mail: matty@gov.nl.ca

Website:  http://www.nr.gov.nl.ca/mines&en/geosurvey/matty_mitchell/

First Floor • Natural Resources Building

Geological Survey of Newfoundland and Labrador

50 Elizabeth Avenue • PO Box 8700 • A1B 4J6

St. John’s • Newfoundland • Canada

resource room
prospectors

September, 2007
Telephone: 709-729-2120, 709-729-6193 • e-mail: matty@gov.nl.ca

Website:  http://www.nr.gov.nl.ca/mines&en/geosurvey/matty_mitchell/

First Floor • Natural Resources Building

Geological Survey of Newfoundland and Labrador

50 Elizabeth Avenue • PO Box 8700 • A1B 4J6

St. John’s • Newfoundland • Canada

resource room
prospectors

Prospectors Guides 



   

  New ideas  
  come from  

   Old data 



Natural Resources Geoscience Databases  

 

Provincial Department of Natural 

Resources  - A great storehouse of 

geoscientific data  
 



 

Provincial Department of Natural Resources  - A 

great storehouse of geoscientific data  

 

The Resource Room helps put this 

government-funded geoscience 

data and other pertinent information 

into the hands of prospectors 

Natural Resources Geoscience Databases  



 

Provincial Department of Natural Resources  - A 

great storehouse of geoscientific data  

 

The Resource Room helps put this government-

funded geoscience data and other pertinent 

information into the hands of prospectors free. 

 

Geoscience data and support is 

available to prospectors of all levels 

of expertise throughout the year. 
 

Natural Resources Geoscience Databases  



 
Provincial Department of Natural Resources  - A great 

storehouse of geoscientific data  

 

The Resource Room helps put this government-funded 

geoscience data and other pertinent information into the 

hands of prospectors free. 

 

Geoscience data and support is available to prospectors 

of all levels of expertise throughout the year. 

 

All interactions with prospectors are 

carried out in strict confidentiality. 

Natural Resources Geoscience Databases  
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Exploration Expenditures 
 2013 (p) - $104,000,000 

 2014 (f) - $84, 000, 000 

 

Mineral Shipments – Value 
2013(e) – $3.7 Billion   

2014(f) - $3.8 Billion 

  (Approx 8.6% of the province’s GDP) 

 

Employment 
2013(e) - 11,252 

2014(f) – 8,106 

Importance of the Mineral Industry in Newfoundland and Labrador  

Revenues from mineral exploration & mining provide 

funding for government to help address public priorities 

such as education, health care, etc.  



 
Revenues from mineral exploration & mining provide funding for governments 

goals to address public priorities such as education & health care. 

 

  

The mineral exploration industry provides family-

supporting employment and business opportunities 

in communities across Newfoundland & Labrador.  
 

 

Prospect discovery is the first step in the mineral 

exploration process. A successful exploration 

industry needs prospectors & their prospects. 

 
 

Importance of Mineral Exploration  



 
Revenues from mineral exploration & mining provide funding for governments 

goals to address public priorities such as education & health care. 

 

  

The mineral exploration industry provides family-supporting employment and 

business opportunities, particularly in rural communities across Newfoundland 

& Labrador.  

 

 

Prospect discovery is the first step in the mineral exploration process. A 

successful exploration industry needs prospectors & their discoveries. 

 

 

No mineral exploration means no mines!  

Importance of Mineral Exploration  



Over the past 10 years, the 

Matty Mitchell Room 

project has evolved into a 

major venture that 

facilitates effective delivery 

of a wide range of joint 

government - industry 

initiatives related to 

prospecting. 

 

It has become a powerful 

vehicle in support of 

prospectors and the 

mineral industry, and 

ultimately, the tax-payer. 

2005 PROSPECTING  

WORKSHOP INITIATIVE  



The Resource 

Room provides an 

annual report of its 

activities, which is 

available online 



Pat O’Neill: Matty Mitchell Room 

Geologist 

Tel: (709) 729-2120 

E-mail: matty@gov.nl.ca 

Phil Saunders: Geological Survey 

Exploration Consultant 

Tel: (709) 729-6193 

E-mail: philsaunders@gov.nl.ca 

Sean O’Brien: Geological Survey 

Chair, Matty Mitchell Room Committee 

Tel: (709) 729-2775 

E-mail: seanobrien@gov.nl.ca 

Ed Moriarity: MINL 

Mining Industry NL 

Executive Director 

Tel: (709) 722-9542 

E-mail: director@nlcmr.ca 

Or internet search ‘Matty Mitchell Room’ 



 First AGM in Gander; Sep, 2012 

 Meetings held across the province 

 Membership 260 and growing 

 Representing over 100 communities 

 Coordinator / president– Norm Mercer 

 Advocacy group for prospectors 

 Ongoing meetings and workshops 

 Join the NLPA ($20)! 



A GREAT WAY TO 

KEEP IN TOUCH AND 

CONTINUE YOUR 

PROSPECTING 

EDUCATION… 

Visit the  

The Matty Mitchell  

Prospectors Resource Room 
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