
June 3,2026

THE PREMIER

GOVERNMENT OF

NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR

The Honourable Steven MacKinnon

Minister of Transport
House of Commons

Ottawa, ON, KIA 0A6

Via Email: TC.Ministerofrransport-MinistredesTransports.TC@tc.gc.ca

Dear Minister MacKinnon,

We understand that an application has been submitted to the Canada Industrial Relations
Board (CIRB) to reconsider Marine Atlantic's essential service designation, including
proposals that could suspend the Argentia route and significantly reduce crossings on the
Port aux Basques route in the event of a strike or lockout. Since 2004, the CIRB has designated
the MarineAtlantic ferry service as essential to the people of Newfoundland and Labrador,
reaffirming this determination in 2008. In light of Unifor's recent application to challenge this
designation, Iam writing to express urgent and significant concern with respect to any
potential change in the recognition of Marine Atlantic as an essential service.

Marine Atlantic is a critical supply chain and transportation link, a lifeline for our province. As
you know, the ferry service fulfills a constitutional obligation and serves as the primary means
oftransporting essential supplies, goods, and people between Newfoundland and Labrador
and mainland Canada. Its uninterrupted operation is fundamental to the health, safety, and
well-being of residents, as well as the economic viability of industries across the province.

Asignificant amount of food consumed in Newfoundland and Labrador is imported via
Marine Atlantic, making food security a critical concern that cannot be overstated. Any
disruption to ferry service would have immediate and serious consequences for the
availability of food and other essential goods such as pharmaceuticals and other medical
supplies, disproportionately impacting vulnerable populations and those in rural and remote
communities. Maintaining reliability in this supply chain is not simply an economic issue; it is
a matter of public necessity.

In addition, disruptions to Marine Atlantic service would have significant consequences for
the province's tourism sector and key export industries, including the fishery and forestry
sectors. Tourism operators across Newfoundland and Labrador rely heavily on reliable ferry
access for visitors, particularly during the peak summer season, and any reduction in service
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