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TI TLE OVER: “.whoever kills a human bei ng, except as
puni shrent for rmurder or other villainy in
the land, shall be regarded as having killed
al I manki nd.”

The Kor an

FADE | N:
EXT. NEW YORK CI TY DAY

SEAN wal ks on a clear, fall day into St. Patrick’s
cat hedral .

MAN
(1 ooki ng around,
to wife)
Yeah, Bobby Kennedy’s funeral
was here.

Sean wal ks up the aisle to the confessional. Statues stand
in the front of the church as a G egorian chant |eads the
canmera to Christ on the cross.

| NT. CONFESSI ONAL BOX

A slider opens to darkness within.

SEAN
Bl ess ne Father for | have
si nned.

PRI EST

Yes, ny son.

SEAN



| killed a man.

PRI EST
Killed?
SEAN
| shot himin the back.
PRI EST
On!
SEAN
Twi ce.
PRI EST

Tell me about it mnmy son.
JET NO SES FROM ‘ BACK IN THE USSR JOHN LENNON
| NT. JFK | NTENATI ONAL Al RPORT

Sean wal ks to check-in counter and | eaves on a plane for
London. H's backpack reads “Doctors Wthout Borders.”

| NT. HEATHROW AND THE | NTERNATI ONAL DROVES OF PEOPLE
EXT. VAST DESERT FROM Al RPLANE SUNSET
| NT. DALAL Al RPORT PRE- DAWN

SEAN yawns, stretches, and wal ks across busy termnal to
escalator. H's head energes into sea of I|Indonesian wonen
seated or sleeping on the floor. Al wear head scarves. He
wal ks to cafeteria. Mddle East chatter and announcenents.
He puts knapsack at an enpty table and | uggage by his
chair. Men wearing white thobes sit at the tables. He
brings a burger to table on a Styrofoam plate and a Coke.

Atraditionally dressed Afghani stan man, Abdul | ah, wal ks in
behi nd hi m and di sappears towards counter. Sean eats.

The man sits near Sean with two fried eggs on a Styrofoam
pl ate. He has a cheap wooden prosthesis on his right hand
and tries to eat the egg with his left fingers. It slips.
He tries to cut it with plastic knife. Sean watches himtry
agai n wi thout success.



SEAN | ays down burger, takes a | eather pouch fromhis

| uggage and goes to man’s table. Man qui ckly noves a bundl e
off chair and to the floor with his good hand. His plastic
knife drops to floor beside bundle. Sean picks up the
plastic knife but brings out a stainless steel scal pel from
| eat her the pouch and cuts the man’s eggs in snooth easy
strokes. Yellowred yoke runs out over white plate. Their
eyes neet. Smles. Sean returns to his table and the nman
eats the egg with a plastic fork, glancing towards him The
| arge cafeteria clock over counter shows 4:16.

10 M NUTES LATER

Abdul I ah sits with egg-stained plate. He | ooks at clock. He
takes the bundle into his lap. A shiny electrical coil is
seen inside. Canera noves away in fear to take in whole
room from new el evati on. Abdul | ah | ooks at people then sees
Sean. He | ooks down at the bundle, back at Sean, then at
the clock. Then he sees the toilet sign. Sean | ooks up at
the clock then sets his own watch. Abdull ah gets up and
goes towards toilet. Passing Sean he puts prosthesis on
Sean’ s shoul der from behi nd.

ABDULLAH
(in perfect English)
Thank you for the eggs.

Cl ock shows 4:29. People rush in froma new arrival. Sone
are Westerners in business suits who enter toilet. Abdullah
joins themas the dawn Call to Prayer rings out.

| NT. TO LET MORNI NG

Abdul I ah stands in front of, but not using, the only vacant
urinal with his back to canera, reciting the Call to
Prayer.

ABDULLAH
Al | ahu Akbar!

AMERI CAN
(wearing business suit)
You going to use that thing buddy?



Abdul I ah turns around with a dead expression and the shiny
bomb in his hand. He tosses it to the American, then ducks
around a corner into a booth, slamm ng the door behind him

AMERI CAN
Jesus Chri st!

Bonb expl odes.

| NT. CAFETERI A

Wal | of toilet explodes out into cafeteria. Concrete,
bricks and shards of ceram c shoot through the air sticking
into walls, posts and people. Sean sits at his far table as
a shard of ceramic nicks his right cheek. hers dig into a
post beside him He | eans ahead and puts his armover his
head. Two drops of his blood | and on his white Styrofoam

pl at e.

EXT. DALAL Al RPORT SUNRI SE

Sean holds a cloth to his face. He exits the airport into a
push of anbul ances, stretchers and Arab taxi drivers
seeki ng passengers. A large Anmerican soldier wal ks by with
his uniform covered in plastic, on his arm

SCLDI ER

What a blast! You re not in
Kansas now Dorot hy. Look! |
wore this at the airport in
Saudi and | can still snell
their spit onit. But only
on the back! The cowardly
bastards! Goin’ ny way?

SEAN
No, I’mgoing a different way.

SOLDI ER
Suit yourself.
(to Arab taxi driver)
Let’ s go Ahab.



| NT. HAMOD HOSPI TAL, DALAL DAY

Frantic activity as

injured are brought in for treatnent.

It is a nodern and efficient place with Egyptian doctors

and Pilipino nurses.

One rushing trolley carries a patient
with a wooden arm prosthesis. A white, bl ood-soaked sheet
covers him Sean conmes in wearing a surgeon’s green frock
and name tag. He has three stitches in his cheek.

and goes into the OR and works there all day.

| NT. HAMOD HCOSPI TAL NEXT MORNI NG

Sean enters with whi

te nedi cal snpck.

DUTY NURSE
Thanks for your hel p yesterday,
Doct or.

SEAN
G ad | was here. Were
are the patients fromthe
expl osi on?

NURSE
(poi nting)
On D ward and sonme are stil
i n enmergency.

Sean wal ks through swi ngi ng doors to view patients. Many

are suffering badly.

Then he sees the prosthesis, comes

nearer and beckons a nurse.

SEAN
Has this man been consci ous?

NURSE
He’ s an Afghan from the bonbi ng.
He doesn’t speak Engli sh.

SEAN
He’s the bonber. Notify the
aut horities.

The man’s eye flinches. Nurse leaves. Sean reads chart

end of bed.

He scrubs

at



ABDULLAH
(in pain)
So, brother, you turned ne in.

SEAN
Yeah.

ABDULLAH
"1l be tortured and kill ed.

SEAN
(1 ooki ng at ot her beds)
That sounds about right. I’ m
surprised you survived the
bl ast .

ABDULLAH
(w nci ng)
| junped into a stall and cl osed
t he door. But those things don't
go all the way down to the fl oor

SEAN
(reading chart)
Lost both feet. You should have
stood on the toilet.

ABDULLAH
Linb after linb, I give for Allah.
SEAN
Yeah.
EXT. HAMOD HOSPI TAL DAY

Police cars stop at the hospital doors with a screech of
breaks. Unifornmed and plain-clothes officers rush into
hospital. One black Mercedes hangs back as a m ddl e-aged
Arab in western clothes kisses a woman wearing an abi aha
and burkha in the back seat.

MAHVED
"Il be hone as soon as | can.

W FE
(Upset)



Qur anniversary! Qur thirtieth
anni versary!

MAHVED

| know What can be done?
(Gets out.)
As soon as | can

| NT. HAMOD HOSPI TAL WARD D DAY
O ficers circle bed, some with guns drawn.

POLI CE OFFI CER
Shoot hi m now.

SEAN
What ? Who' s in charge here?

OFFI CER
We will ask the questions.
(to assistant)
Try in Afghani.

ASSI STANT
Quengo habi tanno nerdi ?

SEAN
He speaks perfect English.

OFFI CER
How do you know? You have
spoken to hinf®

Al'l eyes on Sean. Mahned enters.

ABDULLAH
He' s ny brother.
(W nces)

MAHVED
| am Chi ef |nspector Mahned al Qardi.
Are you the doctor who identified the
bonber ?

SEAN
Yes.



MAHVED
How do you know hi n?

SEAN
| saw himat the airport when
he blew it up.

MAHMED
Hum (then, loudly) Jasim
How many casual ti es?

JASI M
(taki ng notes from nurse)
Four dead and thirteen injured, sir.

MAHMED
(to ABDULLAH)
You are under arrest for
terrorism bonbi ng and nurder.
(to officers)
Get a wheel chair.

SEAN
What are you doi ng? This man
can’t be noved.

MAHMED
(smling patiently)
You are speaking as a doctor,
but I nust act as a police

of ficer.

SEAN
W're not in your police station,
we're in ny hospital. I'"min
charge of this ward,
and I will not let this man

be noved. He is badly
injured. If you renove

a dying foreign citizen from
hospital you' |l have an

i nternational incident on
your hands.

MAHVED
He may escape.



SEAN
(pulling aside the sheets)
He has no feet and only one hand, how
can he escape?

Bl ood is oozing fromthe bandages on the Abdull ah’ s feet.

Sean nods.

MAHMED
| will |leave an armed guard here
on the ward and soneone nust be
responsi bl e for his custody.

SEAN
| will be.
MAHVED
| f he escapes you will be in a

Saudi jail and your Canadi an
enbassy won’'t be able to hel p you.

SEAN
| m an Aneri can.

MAHVED
Wth Doctors Wthout Borders?
(Turning) Jasim you stay. | want
names and identity nunbers of any
visitors or phone calls. (to Sean) You
arrived in Dalal on the flight from
London | ast night?

SEAN
Yes.

MAHVED
You are a volunteer at this hospital
wi th Doctors Wthout Borders.

MAHVED
Then you cannot be the head of this
ward if you are a volunteer.

SEAN
| am acting head.



MAHVED
Yes, you certainly are acting. Wl cone
to Arabia Dr. ol ding.

EXT. SEAN S VI LLA EVENI NG

Sean parks, gets out of car and puts key in the door of his
villa. Again awkward as key works cl ockw se.

| NT. SEAN S VI LLA EVENI NG

It is typical Gulf fare with high ceilings, big wooden
doors, Arabic geonetric designs, no closets, and nothing on
wal I's. He throws keys on the table, stops and | ooks around.

| NT. SEAN S VI LLA NI GHT
Sean speaks to his nother by phone:

SEAN
The Arabs are taller than |
t hought and the place is cleaner,
except for the dust.

| NT. MOTHER S HOVE EVENI NG

MOTHER
What did we hear about a bonbi ng?

SEAN
It was no big deal, Mther. There's
only been one in the history
of the country.

MOTHER
Was it near you? Could you
hear the bang?

SEAN
No, Modther, not even near ne.



MOTHER
Jenny was aski ng about you.

SEAN
You spoke with her?
MOTHER
She cane over one evening and we had a
chat .
SEAN
Mot her, Jenny and | are finished. W
tal ked about all that before I left.
MOTHER
That’ s not what she’s saying now. She’s
still wearing your engagenent ring.
SEAN
VWhat ?
MOTHER
And Sean...
SEAN
VWhat ?
MOTHER

She’s going over there to visit you.

SEAN
She can’t do that. It’'s over.

MOTHER
Tell her that. You know she’s
very determ ned.

| NT. SEAN S BEDRCOM NI GHT

Sean tosses and turns in bed.



