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Message from the Chair 
As Chair of Celebrate NL Inc., I am pleased to submit Celebrate NL’s annual report for 

the 2025-26 fiscal year on behalf of the Board of Directors. In accordance with the 

obligations of a Category II entity under the Transparency and Accountability Act, 
this report was prepared under my direction, and I am accountable for the reported 

results. This report provides details on the indicators and objectives for the fiscal year 

of April 1, 2025, to March 31, 2026, which is the final year of Celebrate NL’s 2023–26 

Business Plan. This report also outlines Celebrate NL’s overall mandate and provides 

key goals and objectives that consider the strategic directions of the Government of 

Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Celebrate NL focuses on the tourism, culture, arts and recreation sectors, which 

provides opportunities for the tourism industry, artists, athletes and other 

Newfoundlanders and Labradorians. There are events and celebrations that have taken 

place during this reporting period that have had positive economic, social and cultural 

impacts on Newfoundland and Labrador. Initiatives celebrated during this reporting 

period include the 2025 Canada Summer Games. 

As of April 2026, Celebrate NL is being formally incorporated into the Department of 

Tourism, Culture, Arts and Recreation. I would like to thank my fellow Board members 

for their support throughout Celebrate NL’s tenure as a standalone entity. I also 

acknowledge the efforts of the employees of Celebrate NL as critical to the successes 

achieved. My signature below is indicative of the Board’s accountability for the 

preparation of this report and for the achievements outlined. 

Sincerely, 

Craig Foley 
Board Chair 
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Entity Overview 
On March 7, 2022, the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador established 

Celebrate NL Inc. (Celebrate NL) as a Crown corporation under the Corporations Act. 

Vision 

Newfoundland and Labrador is a thriving and vibrant location for major events and 

celebrations. 

Mandate 

Celebrate NL’s mandate is to attract major events to the province and foster the 

development and enhancement of celebrations and special events in and about 

Newfoundland and Labrador within the tourism, culture, arts and recreation sectors. 

Lines of Business 

Event Attraction: Celebrate NL attracts major events to Newfoundland and Labrador, 

which have significant economic, social and cultural impacts on the province. 

Event Support, Development and Delivery: Celebrate NL supports and enhances the 

development and delivery of major events, festivals and planned celebrations in 

Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Staff and Budget 

As of March 31, 2026, Celebrate NL had five full-time employees. Through Budget 

2025, Celebrate NL was provided with $5 million for staffing, operations, programming 

and events. For financial information, please see the Financial Statement section of this 

report. 
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Accessibility 

Celebrate NL respects the dignity and diversity of all individuals. Pursuant to Celebrate 

NL’s event strategy and business plan, the organization prioritizes the consideration of 

accessibility and inclusivity at events of which Celebrate NL is a partner. Celebrate NL 

is committed to collaborating with stakeholders, partners, events rights holders and the 

Government of Newfoundland and Labrador to help achieve the vision of a province that 

is fully accessible and inclusive for all.  

Board of Directors 

The Minister of Tourism, Culture, Arts and Recreation (TCAR) is the sole shareholder of 

Celebrate NL. As of March 31, 2026, the Board of Directors consists of five positions 

internal to Government as follows: 

Chairperson: Deputy Minister (TCAR) 

Vice-Chairperson: Assistant Deputy Minister of Tourism and Parks 

Members: Assistant Deputy Minister of Arts, Culture, Film and 

Television (TCAR) 

Assistant Deputy Minister of Sport and Recreation (TCAR) 

Assistant Deputy Minister of Treasury Management and Budgeting 

(Department of Finance) 

Physical Location 

6th Floor, West Block 
Confederation Building 
100 Prince Philip Drive 
St. John’s, NL 
A1B 4J6 

Email: info@celebratenl.ca 
Website: www.celebratenl.ca 
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Highlights and Partnerships 
Celebrate NL played an active role in several initiatives over the reporting period. 

Outlined below are highlights of planned celebrations, major events, homegrown events 

and special events. 

Planned Celebrations 

2025 Year of Sport 

2025 was the Year of Sport for Newfoundland and Labrador, highlighting our provinces’ 

vibrant sports community. This planned celebration included marquee events, such as 

the 2025 Canada Games and the 2025 Royal St. John’s Regatta. Three programs were 

implemented in support of the Year of Sport: The Special Projects in Sports Fund, the 

Sport Capacity Fund, and the Sport and Recreation Access Fund. These programs 

helped offset costs to increase sport and recreation opportunities for all residents in 

Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Major Events 

2025 East Coast Music Awards 

In May 2025, the 37th annual East Coast Music Awards were held in St. John’s at the 

Mary Brown’s Centre. This five-day event showcases and celebrates the best East 

Coast Canadian music and provides a space for artists to showcase their talents. This 

event included an award show, performances, and conference sessions, helping 

promote East Coast artists, their rich arts, and culture.  

2025 Canada Games Artistic Festival and Cultural Program - “Arta Vista” 

In August 2025, the Canada Games were hosted in St. John’s, Newfoundland and 

Labrador. Celebrate NL supported the Artistic Festival and Cultural Program alongside 

the games, promoting diversity, unity and cross-cultural understanding. The festival 
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included free artistic showcases for residents and opportunities to experience 

Newfoundland and Labrador and Canadian culture through a wide variety of 

entertainment, experiences, community initiatives and activities.  

2025 U18 Women’s National Hockey Championship 

In November 2025, the City of Mount Pearl and the Town of Conception Bay South 

hosted the 2025 U18 Women’s National Hockey Championship. The tournament 

featured the top eight female hockey teams across Canada competing for a national 

title.  

2026 Montana’s Brier 

The 2026 Montana’s Brier was hosted in St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador at the 

Mary Brown’s Centre from February 27 to March 8, 2026. The Montana’s Brier 

showcases the top men’s curling teams in the country, competing for the title of 

Canadian champion and the right to represent Canada at the World Men’s Curling 

Championship.  

Home Grown Events 

2025 Come From Away, You Are Here 

In 2025, the international hit musical, Come From Away, returned for a third season to 

Gander, Newfoundland and Labrador. Performances ran from July 6 to August 31, 

2025, at the Joseph R. Smallwood Arts and Culture Center. The musical has attracted 

over 50,000 people from around the world over the past three seasons.  

2025 St. John’s International Women’s Film Festival 

In October 2025, the 36th annual St. John’s International Women’s Film Festival was 

hosted in St. John’s. The festival welcomed women and gender-diverse filmmakers from 

around the world, to showcase and appreciate their work and talents.  
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2025 IMPACT Atlantic Canada 

In October 2025, the IMPACT Atlantic Canada, Sustainable Travel & Tourism 

Conference was hosted in St. John’s. This conference is a national gathering of tourism 

professionals sharing practical strategies for sustainable tourism and aimed at fostering 

a sustainable future for the travel and tourism industry.  

Report on Performance 
Issue #1: Attract Major Events 

Major events deliver critical economic benefits to Newfoundland and Labrador. They 

bring visitors to the province, which in turn create positive economic spin-offs for hotels, 

restaurants, bars, stores and shops, artisans and crafters, musicians and artists and 

tourism operators. 

Attracting major events aligns with the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador’s 

strategic direction of driving tourism visitation and growth. 

Goal 
By March 31, 2026, Celebrate NL will have brought major events to Newfoundland and 

Labrador having significant economic, social and cultural impacts on the province. 

Goal Indicator 

• Number of major events held in Newfoundland and Labrador.

Over the 2023–26 business plan period, Celebrate NL delivered strong cumulative

performance in attracting and hosting major events, supported by sustained

engagement and partnership activity. Throughout the period, Celebrate NL recorded

more than 250 engagements with partners and industry stakeholders related specifically

to major event attraction (80+ in 2023–24, 80+ in 2024–25, and 90+ in 2025–26),

reflecting consistent national and international market presence.
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During the period, Celebrate NL established and advanced partnerships that resulted in 

the attraction, announcement, or delivery of at least 15 major national and international 

events. These included marquee sport, music, and cultural events such as the 

Canadian Folk Music Awards, East Coast Music Awards, multiple seasons of Come 

From Away, Kioti Grand Slam of Curling, Montana’s Brier, U18 Women’s National 

Hockey Championship, international soccer and cricket competitions, and the Canada 

Games Artistic Festival and Cultural Program.  

Performance evolved from pipeline development in 2023–24 to high profile delivery in 

2024–25 and 2025–26, culminating in the successful hosting of several nationally 

significant events. Collectively, these results demonstrate that Celebrate NL met—and 

effectively operationalized—the goal of bringing major events with measurable 

economic, social, and cultural impacts to Newfoundland and Labrador by March 31, 

2026. 

Objective 2025–26 

By March 31, 2026, Celebrate NL will have worked with partners to attract major events. 

Indicator 1: Number of engagements with partners and industry stakeholders. 

During the reporting period, Celebrate NL had more than 90 engagements with partners 

and industry stakeholders on major events. Celebrate NL advanced strategic 

partnerships across tourism, culture, arts and recreation sectors by engaging with key 

stakeholders. To explore event attraction, Celebrate NL participated in high-level 

industry events and conferences, including SpoHoX in October 2025 in Regina, 

Saskatchewan and Sport Event Congress in Mississauga, Ontario in March 2026. At 

these conferences, Celebrate NL met with national sport organizations, rights holders 

and destination marketing professionals. Celebrate NL also participated in regular 

meetings as a representative of Sport Tourism Event Partnership (STEP) St. John’s to 

explore event attraction opportunities. In addition, Celebrate NL maintained active 

memberships with Sport Tourism Canada and Destinations International, reinforcing its 

position within the national and international event landscape. 
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Indicator 2: Number of partnerships established. 

As referenced in the Highlights and Partnerships section, Celebrate NL worked with key 

partners to attract major events to Newfoundland and Labrador to generate significant 

economic, social and cultural impacts. During the reporting period, Celebrate NL 

assisted in attracting and/or supporting the following events with partners: Come From 

Away (season three), Hockey Canada Para Hockey Cup and the Canada Soccer U17 

Cup. The following additional events were supported and/or announced in 2024-25 

fiscal year but occurred during the 2025-26 reporting period: Canada Games Artistic 

and Festival Program, Montana’s Brier and U18 Women’s Hockey National 

Championship. 

Issue #2: Support, Develop and Deliver Events 

Planned celebrations and events deliver important economic benefits to Newfoundland 

and Labrador. Planned celebrations and events also provide positive social impacts by 

providing opportunities for shared experiences and social connections, and cultural 

impacts, by celebrating and honouring Newfoundland and Labrador’s heritage and 

history. 

Goal 
By March 31, 2026, Celebrate NL will have supported, developed and delivered events 

having positive economic, social and cultural impacts on the province. 

Goal Indicators 

• Number of events supported.

• Number of events developed and delivered.

Over the 2023–26 business plan period, Celebrate NL demonstrated sustained, high-

volume performance in supporting, developing, and delivering events throughout 

Newfoundland and Labrador. Cumulatively, Celebrate NL recorded more than 300 
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partner and stakeholder engagements linked to event support and delivery activities 

(100+ annually across all three years), maintaining broad collaboration with 

government, sector organizations, municipalities, and event organizers. In total, 

Celebrate NL supported approximately 530 projects and initiatives over the three years. 

This included 267 projects in 2023–24 driven by Year of the Arts and Confederation 75 

programming, 125 projects in 2024–25 aligned with Year of the Arts, Confederation 75, 

and Year of Sport, and 139 projects in 2025–26 focused primarily on Year of Sport and 

sport system capacity development.  

These projects spanned professional arts organizations, community celebrations, 

heritage and Indigenous initiatives, sport and recreation facilities, and provincial sport 

bodies. Over the planning period, Celebrate NL’s approach shifted from broad 

distribution to more strategic, program based investment, while still maintaining 

geographic and sectoral reach. The combined results confirm that Celebrate NL 

consistently met its goal indicators and achieved its objective of delivering events that 

generated positive economic, social, and cultural outcomes across the province by the 

end of the 2023–26 business plan period. 

Objective 2025–26 

By March 31, 2026, Celebrate NL will have worked with partners to support, develop 

and deliver events in Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Indicator 1: Number of engagements with partners and industry stakeholders. 

In 2025-26, Celebrate NL had more than 100 engagements with partners and industry 

stakeholders to support, develop and deliver events in Newfoundland and Labrador.  

Celebrate NL’s provincial partners include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• Government of Newfoundland and Labrador

• Tourism, culture, arts and recreation entities and sector organizations.

• STEP St. John’s
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• Provincial destination management / marketing organizations.

• Event and festival organizers

Indicator 2: Number of partnerships established. 

In 2025-26, Celebrate NL collaborated with partners and supported 139 projects to 

assist in the development and delivery of the Year of Sport and events and initiatives in 

Newfoundland and Labrador as follows:  

• Celebrate NL supported 18 projects through the Special Projects in Sport Fund

• Celebrate NL supported 54 projects through the Sport and Recreation Access

Fund

• Celebrate NL supported 48 projects through the Sport Capacity Fund

• Celebrate NL supported 19 other partnerships with stakeholders in the tourism,

culture, arts and recreation sectors.

For a full list of the organizations, projects and partnerships supported, please see 

Appendix A. 
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Opportunities and Challenges 

As of April 2026, Celebrate NL is to be formally dissolved and incorporated into the 

Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts and Recreation. Within the Department, event 

attraction resources will enable collaboration with key stakeholders across the tourism, 

culture, arts, and recreation sectors to attract events to the province. The Department 

will engage strategic partners to support the growth, development, and successful 

attraction and delivery of major, homegrown and special events.   

Opportunities are plentiful as the province finalizes its new provincial tourism strategy. 

The province is also growing both domestic and international travel capacity to improve 

air access opportunities. The 2025 Canada Games presented a transformative 

opportunity for the province’s sport hosting potential. and resulted in modernized sport 

and community infrastructure, strengthening the province’s overall hosting capacity. By 

incorporating event attraction resources, The Department is well-positioned to help 

distinguish the province by leveraging its distinctive venues, breathtaking natural 

landscapes and exceptional tourism and hospitality offerings.  These efforts will 

continue to enhance the province’s reputation as a premier event destination, while 

generating meaningful economic, social, and cultural benefits for communities across 

the province. 
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Management’s Report 

Management’s Responsibility for the Celebrate NL Inc. Financial Statements 

The financial statements have been prepared by management in accordance with 
Canadian public sector accounting standards and the integrity and objectivity of these 
statements are management’s responsibility. Management is also responsible for all of 
the notes to the financial statements, and for ensuring that this information is consistent, 
where appropriate, with the information contained in the financial statements. 

Management is also responsible for implementing and maintaining a system of internal 
controls to provide reasonable assurance that transactions are properly authorized, 
assets are safeguarded and liabilities are recognized. 

Management is also responsible for ensuring that transactions comply with relevant 
policies and authorities and are properly recorded to produce timely and reliable 
financial information. 

The Board of Directors are responsible for ensuring that management fulfills its 
responsibilities for financial reporting and internal control and exercises these 
responsibilities through the Board. The Board reviews internal financial information 
periodically and external audited financial statements yearly. 

The Auditor General conducts an independent audit of the annual financial statements 
of Celebrate NL Inc., in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing 
standards, in order to express an opinion thereon. The Auditor General has full and free 
access to financial management of Celebrate NL Inc. 

On behalf of Celebrate NL Inc. 

_____________________________ 
Mr. Craig Foley 
Deputy Minister 
Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts 
and Recreation  
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APPENDIX A 
Special Projects in Sport Fund Recipients (18):

• Baseball Newfoundland and Labrador
• Biathlon NL
• Cross Country Newfoundland and Labrador
• Disc Golf Newfoundland and Labrador
• Golf Newfoundland and Labrador
• Gymnastics Newfoundland and Labrador
• Karate Newfoundland and Labrador
• Newfoundland and Labrador Amateur Taekwondo Union
• Newfoundland and Labrador Amateur Wrestling Association
• Newfoundland and Labrador Curling Association
• Newfoundland and Labrador Shooting Association
• Newfoundland and Labrador Snowboard
• Newfoundland and Labrador Soccer Association
• Newfoundland and Labrador Volleyball Association
• Recreation Newfoundland and Labrador
• Skate Canada Newfoundland and Labrador
• Special Olympics Newfoundland and Labrador
• Sport NL
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Sport and Recreation Access Fund Recipients (54): 

• Bay Arena
• Bay Roberts Pool
• Beothic Arena
• Bonne Bay Arena
• Bruce II Sports Centre (Aquatic

Facility)
• Bruce II Sports Centre (Ice

Arena)
• Capital Mitsubishi Centre
• Capital Subaru Arena
• Carbonear Swimming Pool
• Ches Penney Family YMCA
• Clarenville Events Centre
• Conception Bay South Arena
• Conception Bay South

Recreation Centre
• Connaigre Arena
• Corner Brook Regional

Recreation Centre
• Danny Cleary Harbour Grace

Community Centre
• Dove Memorial Recreation

Center
• E.J. Broomfield Arena
• George Hawkins Memorial Arena
• Glovertown Gardens
• Gros Morne Regional Complex
• H.G.R. Mews Community Centre
• Happy Valley-Goose Bay Curling

Club
• Iceberg Arena
• Jack Byrne Centre
• Kaetlyn Osmond Arena
• Labrador Wellness Centre -

YMCA

• Marystown YMCA
• Meadows Sports Complex
• Mike Adam Recreation Complex
• Mike Austin Arena
• Monsignor Bartlett Memorial

Arena
• Mount Pearl Glacier
• Mount Pearl Summit Centre
• Nain Husky Centre
• Paradise Double Ice Complex
• Paul Reynolds Community

Centre
• Regional Aquatic Center
• Robert French Arena
• Roddickton-Bide Arm Arena
• Roddickton-Bide Arm Swimming

Pool
• Samuel L. Newhook Swimming

Pool
• Siki Bennett Memorial Stadium
• Springdale Aquatic Centre
• Springdale Stadium
• Steele Community Centre
• Stephenville Dome
• Straits Ice Arena
• The Wave Hotel and Fitness

Centre
• Tommy Ricketts Arena
• Town of Cape St. George

Recreation Centre
• Trinity Placentia Stadium
• Twin Town Arena
• Unity PARC Arena
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Sport Capacity Fund Recipients (48): 

• Aboriginal Sport and Recreation
Circle NL

• Alpine Sking Newfoundland and
Labrador

• Artistic Swimming Newfoundland
and Labrador

• Badminton Newfoundland and
Labrador

• Baseball Newfoundland and
Labrador

• Biathlon NL
• Bicycle Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Boxing Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Broomball Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Cross Country Newfoundland

and Labrador
• Football NL
• Golf Newfoundland and Labrador
• Gymnastics Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Handball Association of

Newfoundland and Labrador
• Hockey Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Karate Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Newfoundland and Labrador 5

Pin Bowlers Association
• Newfoundland and Labrador

Amateur Taekwondo Union
• Newfoundland and Labrador

Athletics Association
• Newfoundland and Labrador Ball

Hockey Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Basketball Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Curling Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Diving Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Equestrian Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Judo Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Powerlifting Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Rugby Union

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Sailing Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Shooting Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Snowboard Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Soccer Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Table Tennis Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Volleyball Association

• Newfoundland and Labrador
Weightlifting Association

• ParasportNL
• Recreation NL
• Rowing Newfoundland and

Labrador
• School Sports NL
• Skate Canada Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Softball Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Special Olympics Newfoundland

and Labrador
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• Sport NL
• Squash Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Swimming Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Tennis Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Triathlon Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Ultimate Newfoundland and

Labrador
• Wrestling Newfoundland and

Labrador
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Other Partnership Recipients (19): 

• Canada Games Host Society
• Churchill Part Music Festival
• Come From Away
• Curling Canada
• Destinations International
• East Coast Music Association
• Folk Art Society of Newfoundland and Labrador
• Event Atlantic
• Football NL
• Hockey Canada
• Hospitality Newfoundland and Labrador Conference
• Picture NL
• Royal St. John’s Regatta Committee
• Rock and Water Travel (Impact Atlantic Canada)
• George Street Association
• Sport Tourism Canada
• St. John’s Soccer Club
• Town of Paradise
• Wonderbolt Circus
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