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INTRODUCTION 

J a n e  S p r o u l l  Thomson 

P r o v i n c i a l  Archaeo log i s t  

P u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  1981 r e p o r t s  is  i n  some ways a 

v i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  mot ives  which spawned t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  

i n  1980. The aims of  t h e  new series w e r e  m u l t i p l e ,  and it  

was aimed a t  bo th  p u b l i c  and academic aud iences .  While t h e r e  

was t h e  d e s i r e  t o  meet t h e  needs  of r e s e a r c h  i n t e r e s t s ,  it 

was a l s o  nece s sa ry  t o  p rov ide  a b r i e f ,  r e a d a b l e  r e p o r t  t o  

t h e  peop le  of t h e  p rov ince ,  who p rov ide  t h e  fund ing  f o r  our  

p r o j e c t s .  S i n c e  most r e s e a r c h  i s  pub l i shed  e v e n t u a l l y  i n  a 

more l eng thy  fo rma t  a s  t h e s e s  o r  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t s ,  it w a s  

never  ou r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  p u b l i s h  c o n c l u s i v e  materia.1 i n  t h i s  

series. F i n a l  p r o d u c t s ,  however, a r e  o f t e n  y e a r s  i n  t h e  

p roduc t i on ,  and t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  p u b l i s h  p r e l i m i n a r y  f i e l dwork  

r e s u l t s  was l a r g e l y  a r e sponse  t o  a pe r ce ived  need f o r  pub l i shed  

i n fo rma t ion  immediately a f t e r  i t s  r ecove ry .  Pe rhaps  it is  i n  

t h i s  f u n c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  1 9 8 0  volume was most e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  

r e ce ived  among a r c h a e o l o g i s t s .  T h e  u n i v e r s a l  resFonse  w a s  t h a t  

t h e  f a s t  p u b l i c a t i o n  was most welcome, compensating f o r  a some- 

what i n e l e g a n t  appearance .  Hence w e  have dec ided  t o  c l i n g  t o  

t h e  p roce s se s  which e n a b l e  u s  t o  a ch i eve  t h i s  en2 r a t h e r  t han  

a t t e m p t i n g  time-consuming cosmet ic  improvunents .  The r e s u l t  is  

a g a i n  i n e l e g a n t  b u t  r a p i d .  



W e  cou ld  n o t  a c h i e v e  qu i ck  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  

suppo r t  of t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s .  I n  many c a s e s  t h e s e  a u t h o r s  

have postponed t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  i n  o r d e r  t o  o b l i g e  u s ,  and 

t h e i r  e f f o r t s  a r e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  W e  emphasize t h a t  

t h e s e  r e p o r t s  are of  a p r e l i m i n a r y  n a t u r e  and may u l t i m a t e l y  

be e x t e n s i v e l y  r e v i s e d .  

1981  saw t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e  Beothuck, Red Bay, 

Frenchmen's I s l a n d  and Shu ldhm I s l a n d  P r o j e c t s ,  as w e l l  as 

con t inued  su rveys  a long  t h e  s o u t h  c o a s t  of  t h e  I s l a n d  and 

c e n t r a l  Labrador.  N e w  work begun i nc luded  a  su rvey  f o r  under- 

wa t e r  wrecks a long  t h e  Grea t  Nor the rn  Pen in su l a  ky t h e  N.M.A.S, 

two g r a d u a t e  p r o j e c t s  by Memorial U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  on  

Dorse t  Eskimo s i t e s  a t  Cow Eead and Stock Cove, and an  examinat ion 

of t h e  soaps tone  q u a r r y  s i t e  a t  F l e u r  de Lys. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  

a s sessments  were under taken  f o r  development p r o j e c t s  a t  Lake 

p i c h e l l  Dry Pond Brook, Bay du Nord and Ca t  Arm.  ( T h e s e - r e p o r t s  

a r e  n o t  inc luded  i n  t h i s  volume b u t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  

at Historic Resources D i v i s i o n  .) 

A s  p r e d i c t e d  i n  t h e  1900 I n t r c d u c t i o n ,  t h e  new Environmental  

Assessment A c t  h a s  had a n  impact  on a r chaec logy  i n  t h e  Prov ince .  

I n  1981, approximate ly  twenty r e q u e s t s  f o r  a ssessment  o p i n i o n s  

were p rocessed  a t  t h e  His tor ic  Resources C i v i s i o n .  A t  t h e  

t i m e  of  w r i t i n g ,  t h e  d r a f t  Regu la t ions  f o r  t h e  Act a r e  a w a i t i n g  

f i n a l  app rova l ,  and. it i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  



again  once t h e s e  a r e  i n  p l ace .  A s  a response  t o  t h e  i nc rea sed  

p r e s s u r e  of  development a c t i v i t y ,  H i s t o r i c  Resources Div i s ion  

has  assembled g u i d e l i n e s ,  based on  t h o s e  i n  e f f e c t  i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia, which i nc lude  a format  f o r  assessment  r e p o r t s .  

These g u i d e l i n e s  have a l r eady  had a favourab le  impact  on t h e  

assessment  p roces s  a s  it concerns  h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h a t  

they  reduce t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of r e j e c t i o n  of  an E . I . S .  by our 

o f f i c e  a s  w e l l  a s  s t r eaml in ing  our  review. For t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  

they  gave m e  i n  p repar ing  t o  cope w i t h  t h e  new A c t ,  I would 

l i k e  t o  extend s i n c e r e  z p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  my co l l eagues  i n  

corresponding Departments i n  Onta r io ,  A lbe r t a  and B r i t i s h  

Columbia. 

While most of t h e  above i s  encouraging,  t h e  comments of 

s e v e r a l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  regard ing  s i t e  damage i n  t h e  p a s t  season  

c o n t r i b u t e  a foreboding no te .  The p r i n c i p a l  concern seems t o  

regard  a c t i v i t y  on t h e  I s l a n d ,  where a r t i f a c t  c o l l e c t o r s  and 

vanda ls  have d i s r ega rded  t h e  p l e a s  of r e s e a r c h e r s ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  

damaging s i tes  even w h i l e  excava t ion  i s  t ak ing  p l ace .  Although 

t h e  RCMP have o c c a s i o n a l l y  been brought  i n  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  

A c t  r e s p e c t i n g  H i s t o r i c  Objec t s ,  S i t e s  and Records, t h i s  i s  

n o t  a  d e s i r a b l e  answer t o  t h e  problem. I f  w e  are t o  ach ieve  

any e f f e c t i v e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  w e  must be  prepared t o  i n c r e a s e  ou r  

e f f o r t s  t o  i nvo lve  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  a meaningf.ul and a c t i v e  manner. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  do t h i s ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  must be g iven  i n c e n t i v e  



and reward  f o r  h i s / h e r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  d i s r n p t  w ~ r k  on t h e  

s i t e  and t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t i m e  and e f f o r t  t o  t h e  c a u s e  . The 

problem is  n o t  a s i m p l e  one  and e a s y  s o l u t i o n s  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e  . 
GRANTS 

G r a n t s  made by t h e  I I i s t o r i c  Resources  D i v i s i o n  f o r  1981: 

. Regina ld  Auger ( F a c t o r y  Cove) .................. $ 4.000 

. C l j . f f o r d  Evans (Frenchmen's  Cove) .............. 2.0CO 

S tephen  L o r i n g  (Dav i s  I n l e t - V o i s e y  Eay) ........ 3.800 . 
Archaeology-Ethnology p r o j e c t  t o  t a k e  
p l a c e  w i n t e r  1982 

C h r i s t o p h e r  Nagle ( F l e u r  d e  Lys)  ............... 2.500 . 
. .............................. N . F . A . S .  ( s u r v e y )  12.000 

Gera ld  Penney (Grandy ' s  Brook-Burgeo) .......... 1.600 . 
. Oouglas  Robbins ( S t o c k  Cove) ................... 4.000 

Callum Thomson ( S h u l d h m  . I s l a n d )  ............... 4.000 . 
James Tuck (Eed Ray) ........................... 1.200 . 

. ............. TOTAL $3Sr1O0 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS FROM SAGLEK BAY, 1981 

Callum Thomson 

Anthropology Department 

Memorial University of Newfoundland 

INTRODUCTION 

The main objectives of this year's extension to the 

1980 Shuldham Island Archaeological Project (Thomson 1981a) 

were to complete excavation at Shuldham 9 of the House 1 

and 2 locations, including the middens; to test the re- 

maining houses and the rest of the terrace in order to 

establish the geographic and chronological extent of the 

site; to excavate one other complete structure, preferably 

one with a large proportion of Late Dorset tools; and to 

discover how many structures contained evidence of the 

intriguing soapstone figurine carving industry so rare 

in arctic archaeology and so richly represented at 

this site (Sproull Thomson and Thomson 1981; Thomson 1981b). 

In addition, surveys were to be made around the mouth of 

Saglek Bay in an attempt to discover the source(s) of the 

soapstone so abundant at Shuldham 9 and, incidentally, 

to record previously unreported sites. 

SHULDHAM 9 (IdCq-22) 

Described in more detail in the 1980 Annual Report 



in this series (Thomson 1981a), Shuldham Island lies 

in the mouth of Saglek Bay, Northern Labrador, at 

latitude 58O 30' N, some fifty kilometres north of the 

present treeline. As can be expected from its strategic 

location on north-south routes of trade, resource procure- 

ment and population Bovement, Shuldham Island played 

host to Palaeo - and Neo-Eskimo peoples and various 
Indian groups over the past 4,000 years or more. Shuldham 

9 is located at the southeast corner of the island, a 

particularly heavily populated area. The site contains 

six or more semi-subterranean house ruins dug into a ter- 

race which has seen occupation since at least Early Dorset 

times. In addition, there are several tent rings and 

caches on the richly-vegetated terrace and gravel beach. 

The main part of the site sits 4.5 m above sea level, facing 

southeast across a small sheltered cove to the south shore 

of Saglek Bay (Plate 1 B). The fifteen kilometre wide 

Bay mouth would always have held the resources - rich 
sina within twenty kilometres of Shuldham 9. Summer , 

too, is and probably was a season of plentiful qame. This 

summer we witnessed beluga and minke whale, ringed seal, 

harp seal and arctic char in our small bay, at least ten 

caribou on the island and several hundred on the nearby 

mainland, fox, huge flocks of eider and scoter, geese and 



other edible birds and their eggs. Analysis of the faunal 

material recovered from this site in 1980 showed the 

presence of all of the above mammals as well as walrus, 

polar bear, black bear, harbour seal, grey seal, bearded 

seal, large whale and dog (Kolar and Salter 1981). 

House 1, at the south end of the terrace, appears to 

have been the most highly favoured building lot. In 1980, 

we recovered artifacts of Maritime Archaic and Point 

Revenge Indian, Pre-Dorset, Early, Middle and Late Dorset, 

Thule and Labrador Inuit cultural styles. Charcoal 

samples provided radiocarbon dates which most likely 

place each of the last three occupations above: 610'80 BP 

(Beta 2409), 390% 70 BP (Beta 2410) and 130f 60 BP (Beta 

2408). The AD 1340*date compares well with unpublished 

Late Dorset dates ranging from AD 1225 - AD 1285*obtained 
by the Torngat Archaeological Project between McLelan 

Strait and Nachvak Fjord (Richard Jordan 1981: personal 

communication). Late Dorset artifacts from House 1 

correspond favourably with those from the Late Dorset level 

at Avayalik 1 (Jordan 1980), dated at AD 1280* (SI3864), and 

with the inventory from Okak 3 (Cox 1977), dated at AD 945* 

(SI 2154) and AD 1055 *(SI 2506). (*-A.D. dates appraxhte: see p.23) 

A large number of additional Late Dorset tools were 

recovered from the eastern expansion of House 1 this 



summer, including bifacial triangular endblades, diagonal 

knives and scrapers, broadly-notched and stemmed bifaces 

and other artifacts exhibiting the grosser dimensions more 

generally associated with Late than with any other Dorset 

phase (Plate 2: a, b, d-f, h, it kt m). While little of 

the paved platform remained intact due to later robbing 

of flagstones, it appeared that this feature at the 

eastern side of the excavated house depression belonged 

to a shallow Late Dorset winter house, while the more 

substantial and complete semi-subterranean house to the 

west side was of Neo-Eskimo affiliation. Artifact dis- 

tribution and location of dated charcoal samples tend to 

support this evidence. The Neo-Eskimo house shape and 

size and the date of AD 1560 associated with it all 

conform well with early Thule houses excavated by Peter 

Schledermann on Rose Island, a few kilometres west up 

Saglek Fjord (Schledermann 1971). The three ground 

slate end blades found also match Schledermann's quite 

closely. 

A second Point Revenge Indian style point was found 

this year (Plate 2: c), supporting the theory that these 

southern Indians came north to obtain the Ramah chert so 

prevalent in their sites rather than requiring a Dorset 

movement south to trade. This point was almost complete, 



with deep, narrow corner notches, a slightly concave 

base, asymmetrical lateral edges and a resemblance to 

material from Big Island, Groswater Bay, dating to the 

13th century AD (Fitzhugh 1972). While no Point Revenge 

sites have yet been identified with certainty this far 

north, Fitzhugh's preliminary work at Maidmont's Island, 

twenty kilometres south of Saglek, tentatively suggests 

their presence on the threshhold of the Ramah chert 

region (Fitzhugh 1981). It seems likely that a state of 

tolerance must have existed between the two cultures, 

with the Indian groups moving swiftly north to Saglek 

or Ramah to obtain their chert, wasting little time on 

the north coast before heading back south. 

The soapstone inventory this year was, if anything, 

even more interesting than that of 1980 and was certainly 

more varied and extensive (cf Sproull Thomson and Thomson 

1981). House 1 produced a large collection of miniature 

pots and lamps of .many shapes, mostly ranging in size from 

1 x 2 cm to 4 x 6 cm. One particularly interesting vessel 

was rectangular, about 3.5 x 6.0 x 2.5 cm, with vertical 

walls and an imitation suspension hole incised at each 

corner of the rim (Plate 3: c). While possibly of Thule 

origin, its careful execution, lack of drilled suspension 

holes and similarity of material to more obvious Dorset 



carvings indicate that this is a Dorset copy of a Thule 

pot seen elsewhere, possibly in one of the houses de- 

scribed below in the survey section. Few of the miniature 

vessels show any sign of having been used as lamps or 

cooking pots, even in play, sowhile some may have been 

toys, others may have been drinking vessels, portable 

blueprints for larger vessel manufacture, copies of 

unusual pots and lamps seen in other camps, storage 

receptacles and ornaments. 

Visually more exciting were the human and animal 

carvings. This year we added two more polar bears, one 

in a particularly captivating pose, apparently wounded, 

pregnant or both, straining to extend its hind legs, 

distended belly dragging the ground (Plate 3: a). A 

probable third bear has a human being straddling its back 

as in the Inuit myth telling of the shaman's ability to 

ride a polar bear, his helping spirit (Plate 4: e). Our 

family of human representations was considerably ex- 

panded this year by several hooded and high-collared 

figures, face clusters and, extraordinarily, pots and pot 

fragments with faces incised on their bases. (Plate 4)  

a, c-e, h, j-1). One of the complete human figures 

(Plate 4: c, d) has a high collar, a parka ending at the 

waist, arms, facial features plainly discernible, and 



legs divided by a .slot which might have served as a 

suspension hole, the first of the carvings to display 

this'feature. This figure, when held sideways, seems 

to be in an attitude one would adopt when flying or 

diving through the water. The back has been gouged with 

a 4eep slit, perhaps denoting an attempted ritual killing. 

The depiction of both Neo-Eskimo-style hooded parka and 

Dorset-style high-collared garment either raises some 

doubt as to the strictness of the Dorset dress code, 

perhaps influenced in its late stages by Thule fashions, 

or may indicate imitation of Thule or other strangers 

entering the Dorset world. Other representations include 

a flying owl and the head of an eider, delicately carved 

in a soft green stone (Plate 4:o). 

Naturally, the possibility of Thule, not Dorset, 

origin has been agonized over many times for these carvings. 

The repeated occupation of the Shuldham 9 site and the 

consequent lack of undisturbed stratigraphy, the presence 

of a few Neo-Eskimo artifacts and the nature of some of the 

carvings all contribute doubt, yet the fixation with 

the polar bear as in other Dorset sites, the multiple 

faces, occasional good stratigraphic and relative position- 

ing and comparison with other proven Dorset art all support 

the probability of Late Dorset art and. artisanship. 



While the House 1 excavation had been extended to 

over 100 square metres, the season ended with large 

numbers of artifacts still being recovered from the 

seaward squares down the bank sloping from terrace to 

active beach. No time remained in which to remove the 

Neo-Eskimo or Late Dorset structural rocks, but the walls, 

midden and rubble to the east side undoubtedly contain 

many more artifacts, carvings and, perhaps, discernible 

house remains. The Middle Dorset inventory is as large 

as or larger than that of Late Dorset, indicating the 

probable presence of parts of at least one earlier 

structure. Early and Pre-Dorset tools were also recovered 

in numbers high enough to positively indicate their occupat- 

ion of the same location. 

House 2 was similarly excavated to fully delimit the 

Late Dorset midpassage structure, which almost certainly 

overlies earlier house remains (Plate 1 A ) .  The Late 

Dorset semi-subterranean house measured approximately 

5 x 5 m, with a 1 m wide mid-passage lined by vertically 

set oblong rocks separating two paved side platforms. A 

hearth was located at each end of the passage, suggesting 

that entry to the house was made onto one of the side 

platforms, rather than directly into the mid-passage. 

Vestiges of a second, earlier, mid-passage and several over- 



lying sets of floor paving slabs, indicate repeated Late 

Dorset occupation. At least 40 cm of cultural material, 

including structural features, remain intact below parts 

of the excavated level. A charcoal sample collected from 

+ one of the hearths in 1980 was dated at 600 - 60 BP 

(Beta 2411), corresponding neatly with the Late Dorset date 

from House 1. The artifact inventory from this house was 

similar to that from House 1, 10 metres to the south, and 

included Late (Plate 2: g,j,l), Middle and Early Dorset 

tools. Soapstone carvings included three more birds 

(Plate 4:m) a polar bear, several human figurines, faces 

and face clusters (Plate 4: b,i), and what is probably the 

first example of Dorset erotica. This small soapstone 

carving measures about 2.5 x 1.5 x 1.5 cm and illustrates 

two human figures, at least one of which is obviously male, 

in a close embrace (Plate 4: f, g). The four limbs are 

so carved as to make it difficult to positively separate 

arms from legs and, as the heads are missing, the end to 

end relationship of the two persons is open to speculation. 

This is without question the most unusual piece found this 

summer and provides yet another glimse of this artisan's 

whimsical view of life. 

The third structure excavated in 1981 was a large rec- 

tangular tent ring at the extreme north end of the 



terrace (Plate 1 B). This had been tested in 1977 by 

Steven Cox of the Torngat Archaeological Project and 

was found to contain Late Dorset material (Cox 1980: 

personal communication). Thinking this might possibly be 

the result of a Neo-Eskimo tent ring having been placed 

on top of a Late Dorset midden connected to neighbouring 

House 5, especially as it lay some 100 cm lower than the 

house depressions, we tested it ourselves in 1980. On 

the basis of our finding almost exclusively Late Dorset 

tools and no Neo-Eskimo material, we decided to excavate 

further this year. We found that the 10 cm deep gravelly 

deposit contained a large proportion of Late Dorset tools, 

several pieces of iron and a few Middle Dorset items. 

We thus concluded that the structure was a Late Dorset 

tent ring placed over a scattered Middle Dorset midden 

emanating from House 5 and that the iron was intrusive 

from a Neo-Eskimo or late Indian occupation elsewhere on 

the terrace. Included among the artifact inventory was 

a 3 cm high soapstone carving of a standing owl with large, 

staring eyes, a ferocious beak and tightly clenched talons 

(Plate 4: n). The realism of this piece, its style, 

degree of attention to detail and choice of fine raw 

material clearly link this structure to House 1 and 2 

and suggest multi-seasonal occupation of this site by the 



same artist. 

Testing of the Shuldham 9 terrace revealed a black 

cultural level containing Dorset material as deep as 

40 cm below the surface as far back as 20 m beyond the 

semi-subterranean houses, suggesting a more extensive 

occupation of this site than is evidenced by the house 

depressions. An area of at least 1800 square metres 

produced Dorset lithic material, supporting the visual 

evidence that this was and remains an ideal settlement 

area, complete with shelter from north and south, sea 

and sea-ice view south, east and west, abundant fresh 

water, an easily approachable, protected beach, plentiful 

building materials, proximity to game in winter at the 

sina and in summer, on and around the island and on the 

neighbouring mainland, and local availability of lithic 

raw materials. 

SURVEYS 

Little time was available for survey work this year, 

but we did find two interesting sites. One (ldCq-45), 

discovered by John Maunder, a visiting natural historian 

cataloguing local flora and fauna and at the time chasing 

elusive butterflies, consisted of two semi-subterranean 

sod houses sharing a common side wall, nestled at the 

foot of a south-facing hill overlooking the Shuldham 9 



Site cn the shore, a good half-kilometre away (Plate 1 3). 

Each house had a raised sleeping platform and its own 

entrance passage, one with a lintel stone.stil1 in place. 

Internal dimensions were approximately 3 x 3 m while the 

walls were at least 1 m thick. A test pit in the entrance 

passage of one house produced two Ramah chert flakes and 

a small, green, ground slate endblade. The surface of this 

point was ground so as to produce three facets on each 

side; it had not been drilled for a line hole. The 

speculation was raised that these houses may have been 

occupied by Thule people contemporaneously with the Late 

Dorset group on the shore below them, with some limited 

interaction taking place until, at a later date following 

the departure of the Dorset families, the Thule moved into 

the Shuldham 9 site. 

A second notable site (IcCq-8) was discovered by Eric 

Loring on a promontory 8 m above sea level, where St. John's 

Harbour empties into Saglek Bight. The site consists of 

a row of seven Pre-Dorset mid-passage structures spaced 

a metre or two apart along the edge of an escarpment. The 

site was mapped and photographed and a representative 

collection made of surface artifacts, but otherwise left 

undisturbed. The ten tools include several black chert 

biface fragments, a quartz crystal microblade, a grey 



chert burin and endscrapers of Ramah chert, black chert 

and quartz crystal. This site probably dates quite late 

in the early Palaeo-Eskimo period. 

Several evenings were spent investigating reports of 

soapstone outcrops in an effort to locate the source or 

sources of the material so plentiful at Shuldham 9. While 

some outcrops were located, none came close to matching 

the quality or colours of stone used for the Late Dorset 

pots, lamps and carvings, and on no occasion a quarry or 

substantial amount was found. Since leaving the island in 

late August, several more reports of outcrops and some soap- 

stone specimens have been received. 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE WORK 

The main objectives of this second season's work at 

Shuldham 9 were met in that the interior of the two 

Late Dorset houses were completely excavated and mapped 

and their middens and surrounding areas adequately tested; 

a third structare, thought to be a Late Dorset tent ring, 

was investigated; the terrace behind the semi-subterranean 

houses was tested to document the areal extent of the site; 

a faunal collection was made by which to assess seasonality 

and subsistence preferences; the unique collection of soap- 

stone figurines was expanded both in subject matter and 



number, further supporting the theory proposed in an earlier 

paper (Thomson 1981b) that sympathetic hunting magic and 

other shamanistic assistance were provided by the carver 

of these works of art, in contrast to the findings of 

Jordan (1979/80). While no other houses at the site, 

except for House 5, were tested, the fact that Tent Ring 1 

produced soapstone carvings raises the probability that 

other structures were involved in some way in the art 

production. Every effort was made to locate the source 

of the soapstone, without success. 

During the winter of 1981, analysis will be completed 

of the Shuldham Island material, the past season's con- 

tribution adding greatly to the picture partially assembled 

in 1980. The large inventory of Late Dorset tools and the 

variety of structures excavated supports the main thrust 

of this project: to isolate a Late Dorset component in 

Saglek Bay, thus extending the known Palaeo-Eskimo occupation 

of this region by some 1100 years beyond the preliminary 

findings of James Tuck (1975). 

Further work at this site should concentrate on the 

removal of the Neo-Eskimo and Late Dorset structures in 

House 1 and the Late Dorset structure in House 2 in order to 

trace earlier Palaeo-Eskimo house remains. Excavation of 

the midden areas should also be completed. It would be 



interesting to more thoroughly investigate the remaining 

houses on the terrace with a view to proving contemporaneity 

with Houses 1 and 2, perhaps by noting the presence of 

soapstone carvings in addition to more conventional dating 

methods. For now, these house depressions remain securely 

invisible to the untrained eye. Houses 1 and 2 were 

backfilled again, leaving only the central, apparently 

completely excavated portion open to view, in the hope that 

this will discourage unauthorized excavation. Another 

attempt should be made to locate the soapstone quarry or 

quarries in order to complement the artistic information 

provided by the carvings with technological information 

on extraction (cf Nagle, this volume). 

TRAINING PROGRAMME 

Crew members this year included Eric Loring, Hampshire 

College, David Allen, Cartwright, Gary Baikie and Simeon 

Hunter, Nain, Amy Zierler and Cam Mustard, St. John's and 

Jane Sproull Thomson, Newfoundland Museum. John Maunder 

also joined us for a week to carry out his own botanical 

and zoological study. It is the writer's contention that, 

as many northern residents express great interest in further- 

ing their understanding of the cultural and other events which 

shaped the past and created our present environment, local 

involvement in scientific projects greatly benefits both 

local communities through knowledge acquired on the project 



and the project and its director through local insight 

supplied by participants. Withthis in mind, I con- 

tacted Tim Borlase of the Labrador East Integrated School 

Board, who was also trying to initiate a programme of 

this kind. At very short notice, he was able to recruit 

two newly-graduated high school students from Nain, Gary 

Baikie and Simeon Hunter, and arrange financial support for 

this experimental training programme through the Department 

of Indian and Northern Affairs, Ottawa. Gary and Simeon 

proved to be interested, energetic, creative, uncomplaining, 

careful workers and rapidly absorbed the basics of northern 

Labrador archaeology. In return, they taught the rest of 

us a good few lessons of their own. For help with this 

training, my thanks to Eric Loring, a five year veteran of 

northern archaeology. David Allen, a resident of Cartwright 

and formerly of other Labrador communities, similarly learned 

the fundamentals of fieldwork quickly and his help is greatly 

appreciated. It is to be hoped that scientists from all 

disciplines working in Labrador will continue to take 

advantage of the high calibre of talent available, providing 

new career objectives and creating a pool of experienced 

personnel, while satisfying the rights and wishes of local 

residents. We were joined for the last week by Amy Zierler 

and Cam Mustard, neither of whom had any previous archaeological 



expe r i ence  b u t  none the l e s s  made v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  

Amy through he r  me t i cu lous  excava t i on  and c o n s t a n t  

e f f e r v e s c e n c e ,  Cam by h i s  mapping s k i l l s .  
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NOTE : 

Radiocarbon d a t e s  ob t a ined  from B a t a  Ana ly t i c  fo l lowing  
completion of t h i s  paper i n c l u d e  two i n  t h e  middle t o  l a t e  
phase  of middle Dorse t ,  one l a t e  Dorse t  contemporaneous w i t h  
last  y e a r s ' ,  and one l a t e  1 5 t h  c e n t u r y  d a t e  which could  r e l a t e  
t o  a t e r m i n a l  l a t e  Dorse t  o r  v e r y  e a r l y  Labrador Thule occupat ion.  
With t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of t h e  T . A . P . ' s  s i n g l e  d a t e ,  Dorset occupa t ion  
a t  Shuldham 9 spans  a t  l e a s t  f o u r t e e n  c e n t u r i e s :  

( B e t a  - 3818) Middle Dorse t ,  Tent  ~ i n g  1 
(Beta - 3819) ? ~ . i d d l e  Dorse t ,  back of terrace 
(SI  - 3354) t r a n s i t i o n a l  MD/LD, House 2 midden 
( B e t a  - 3816) L a t e  Dorse t ,  House 1 midden 
( B e t a  - 2409) L a t e  Dorse t ,  House 1 
(Beta  - 2411) L a t e  Dorse t ,  House 2 
(Beta - 3817) L a t e  Dorse t ,  House 2 
(Beta  - 2410) LD o r  Neo-Eskimo, House 1 



PLATE 1A 

Aerial view of partially excavated House 2, 
Shuldham 9, showing mid-passage running east- 
west near top of clesred area, probable 
earlier mid-passage below this, now part of 
side platform. Squares are 1 x 1 m and 1 x 2 m. 
North to top of page 

PLATE 1B 

Shuldham 9 site, view west. House 1 left centre; 
House 2 right of House 1; Tent Ring centre 
above present beach; Maunder site (Neo-Eskimo 
sod houses) 100 m above south west corner of 
pond. 
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PLATE 2 UTHIC TCOIS, SHULDHAM 9 

La te  Dorset rectangular s t e r e 3  endscraper, House 1, M chert 

L a t e  Dorset concave side scraper, Ruse 1, Ramah chert 

Point R w q e  bifacial corner-notched endblade, Rouse 1, Ranah chert 

Late Dorset bifacial stand endblade, House 1, Ran& chert 

Late Eorset unifacial diagonal side-notched knif e, H o u s e  1, RaaMh chert 

Late Dorset bifacial stemned (?) endblade (proximal end incdiplete) 
House 1, Ramah c k r t  

Late Dorset unifacial asymnetric side-notched knife, House 2, RaaMh 
chert 

Late Dorset bifacial stem& &lade (distal  en3 imcanplete) House 1, 
Ramah chert 

Late Darset bifacial triangular endblade, H o u s e  1, Ramah chert 

Late Dorset bifacial triangular endblade, H o u s e  2,  Ramah chert 

Iate  Dorset bifacial trhqular endblade, H o u s e  1, RaaMh chert 

Late Dorset bifacial triangular endblade, House 2, Ramah chert 

m. Late Dorset stmd flake point (arrowhead?) , House 1, Ramah chert 





P L A T E  3 

SOAPSTONE CARVINGS AND M I N I A T U R E  V E S S E L S ,  SHULDHAM 9 

a .  Polar bear,  H o u s e  1 

b. Polar bear, H o u s e  1 

c. M i n i a t u r e  vessel, H o u s e  1 

d. M i n i a t u r e  vessel ,  H o u s e  2 

e. M i n i a t u r e  vessel ,  H o u s e  1 





PLATE 4 SOAPSTONE CARVINGS, SHULDHAM 9 

Hooded human figurine, House 1 

Hooded human figurine, House 2 

High-collared human figurine, House 1, rear view 

High-collared human figurine, House 1, front view 

High-collared human figurine astride polar bear ( ? )  House 1 

Embracing human couple, side A, House 2 

Embracing human couple, side B, House 2 

Cluster of human faces (4) , House 1 
Cluster of human faces (3) , House 2 
Human face on oval rimsherd, House 1 

Miniature v.?ssel interior, House 1 

Miniature vessel bgttom, with face, House 1 

P d r r ~  or sleeping bird, House 2 

Owl, Tent Ring 1 

Duck's head, House 1 





SMITHSONIAN SURVEYS I N  CENTRAL 

AND SOUTHERN LABRADOR I N  1981 

W i l l i a m  F i tzhugh 

Department of Anthropology 

Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  

A b r i e f  a r chaeo log ica l  reconnaissance was conducted i n  

c e n t r a l  and sou thern  Labrador du r ing  t h e  l a s t  two weeks of 

August by a f i e l d  crew from t h e  Smithsonian, Newfoundland 

Museum, and Memorial Univers i ty .  Occasioned by t h e  movement 

of t h e  Smithsonian 's  r e s e a r c h  v e s s e l  Tunuyak from P o s t v i l l e  

t o  P o r t  Saunders f o r  yard overhaul ,  t h e  s h i f t  provided an  

oppor tun i ty  t o  s tudy  and map ~ a r i t i m e  Archaic sites discov-  

e red  nea r  A i l l i k  i n  1978 and 1980. These s i t e s  are important  

i n  unders tanding t h e  form and development of Labrador Mari- 

t i m e  Archaic house f  o m s  and s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s .  Addi t iona l  

o b j e c t i v e s  included v i s i t s  t o  si tes p rev ious ly  excavated i n  

Groswater Bay and reconna issance  of t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  

unknown c o a s t  between he re  and Chateau Bay. Problems i n t e g r a t i n g  

r e c e n t  a r chaeo log ica l  r e s e a r c h  i n  no r the rn  Labrador, t h e  

S t r a i t s  and Newfoundland have become i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  

wi thout  informat ion from t h i s  r eg ion ,  e s p e c i a l l y  concerning 

Ind ian  and Eskimo boundar ies  and t h e  degree  of c u l t u r a l  i s o l -  

a t i o n  caused by c u l t u r a l  movements n o r t h  and sou th  of t h i s  

area (e.g.  Fi tzhugh 1972;  1980) .  



NARRATIVE AND GEOGRAPHY 

F i e l d  work was conducted by a smal l  c r e w  based on t h e  

Tunuyak between 18 August and 1 September. Three days  w e r e  

s p e n t  documenting Maritime Archaic s t r u c t u r e s  and sites on 

t h e  A i l l i k  pen insu la ,  and surveys  of A i l l i k  Bight  and t h e  

s t ag ing  a r e a  f o r  t h e  Cape Makkovik m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n  

were made. Here w e  noted e x t e n s i v e  damage t o  r a i s e d  beaches 

and a rchaeo log ica l  s i t e s  r e s u l t i n g  from heavy equipment 

ope ra t ion ,  road-bui lding,  and c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Proceeding sou th  

of Makkovik we passed e a s t  of t h e  Adlavik I s l a n d s  and were 

no t  a b l e  t o  v i s i t  boulder s i tes found near  Cape Deus i n  1974. 

One a f t e rnoon  was s p e n t  t e s t i n g  h i s t o r i c  sod house founda t ions  

a t  Webeck Harbour, a smal l  b u t  f i n e  cove. near  Cape Harr ison 

where e a r l i e r  work revea led  t h e  presence of P o i n t  Revenge 

sites. From he re  w e  c rossed  Byron Bay and c a l l e d  a t  Smokey 

t o  pay r ega rds  t o  Baxter  Parsons ,  manager of Hiscock 's  f i s h -  

buying and t r a d i n g  e s t ab l i shmen t ,  who had been in s t rumen ta l  

i n  our  e a r l i e r  work a t  R a t t l e r s  Bight  and a l s o  provided us  

wi th  our f i r s t  survey v e s s e l ,  Ki la luak .  W e  then  v i s i t e d  

R a t t l e r s  Bight  t o  check on i t s  s t a b i l i t y ,  no t ing  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

progress  toward i t s  re -vege ta t ion ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  abandonment 

of s e v e r a l  formerly  important  summer f i s h i n g  communities 

along t h e  no r th  shore  of t h e  bay. Four of t h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  



c o n s i s t i n g  of from one t o  f o u r  cab ins  each i n  t h e  l a t e  1960 ' s  

and occupied f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  p a s t  hundred y e a r s ,  have been 

abandoned i n  t h e  p a s t  decade o r  been reduced t o  use  dur ing  

J u l y  month only  f o r  t h e  h igh ly  l u c r a t i v e  salmon run.  Most 

of t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  now r e s i d e  permanently i n  R i g o l e t  o r  Goose 

Bay and prosecu te  t h e i r  f i s h i n g  a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  fami ly  b e r t h s  

w i th  speedboats  and t e n t  camps. This  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  s h i f t  

has  been occasioned by t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  Groswater Bay cod 

f i s h e r y  (August and September),  t h e  presence  of f i s h  merchants 

and f i s h  on t h e  banks e a s t  of Smokey, and c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of 

fami ly  s e r v i c e s  i n  R i g o l e t  and Goose Bay. One has t o  be 

impressed w i t h  t h e  r a p i d i t y  of t h i s  change when viewing t h e  

c u l t u r e  h i s t o r y  of t h i s  a r e a  i n  an  a r chaeo log ica l  pe r spec t ive .  

South of Groswater Bay w e  en t e red  count ry  t h a t  has  no t  

been descr ibed  o r  surveyed f som e i t h e r  a g e n e r a l  e c o l o g i c a l  

o r  a r chaeo log ica l  view. T h i s  a r e a ,  s t r e t c h i n g  from Green 

I s l a n d  t o  Chateau Bay and cover ing  nea r ly  250 k i lome te r s  of 

mixed tundra  and f o r e s t  environment, of h igh ly  v a r i e d  desc r ip -  

t i o n ,  c o n s t i t u t e s  a l a r g e  vo id  i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  archaeology 

of t h e  Labrador c o a s t .  Here, more than  f a r t h e r  no r th ,  one 

f i n d s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  compression of t h e  c o a s t a l  tundra  between 

t h e  s e a  and t h e  f o r e s t  f r o n t  which l i e s  a t  o r  near  t h e  c o a s t ,  

and n o t e s  g r e a t  d i s s e c t i o n  of t h e  c o a s t  by bays ,  f j o r d s ,  and 



r i v e r s .  Nevertheless ,  d e s p i t e  a r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  and h igh ly  

d ispersed  set t ler  populat ion i n  win ter  sites l i k e  Car twr ight ,  

Spotted I s l and ,  Mary's Harbour and innumerable smal l  summer 

f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s  o r  communities, few archaeologica l  f i n d s  

have been repor ted  from t h i s  l a r g e  a r e a  (e .g .  Bird 1945) . 
W e  t h e r e f o r e  hoped t o  provide a t  l e a s t  a cursory  assessment 

of t h e  a r e a  and come t o  s l i g h t l y  more informed conclusions 

about i t s  ecology and se t t l emen t  h i s t o r y .  

Our f i r s t  pene t r a t ion  of t h i s  a rchaeologica l  wi lderness  

between Green I s l and  and F i sh  P o i n t  Cove co r rec t ed  e a r l i e r  

impressions about  t h e  g r e a t e r  r e l a t i v e  m e r i t s  of t h e  no r th  

c o a s t  of Groswater Bay over t h e  south  shore ,  which i s  more 

shallow and d i f f i c u l t  of access .  A t  l e a s t  a t  i t s  junc t ion  

wi th  t h e  sea  w e  found it highly product ive  i n  game, e s p e c i a l l y  

b i r d s  and t h e r e f o r e  probably f i s h  a s  w e l l ,  and one expects  

t h e r e  i s  a major harp s e a l  migra t ion  through t h e  smal l  i s l a n d s  

and passages i n  spr ing  and f a l l .  Low beaches, w e l l  def ined  

t e r r a c e s  and p ro tec t ed  coves o f f e r  p ro tec t ed  l i v i n g ,  s ea  

hunting and f i s h i n g  l o c a t i o n s .  Although w e  were n o t  a b l e  

t o  g e t  ashore one has t h e  impression t h a t  t h i s  would be an 

e x c e l l e n t  region f o r  f u r t h e r  a rchaeologica l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

perhaps complementing lacunae i n  t h e  occupation sequence 

along t h e  nor th  shore  of Groswater Bay. I t  may be he re ,  too ,  

i n  a r e l a t i v e l y  wooded reg ion ,  t h a t  a long-sought Groswater 



Dorset  w i n t e r  s i t e  may be  found. F a r t h e r  sou th ,  a long West 

Bay and Porcupine Strand--probably t h e  "Wunderstrandir" of 

Norse acclaim--heavy s u r f ,  h i g h  eroding banks ,  and f o r e s t  

cover make f o r  poor a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  p rospec t ing .  A t  Cape 

Porcupine i t s e l f  w e  s p e n t  a  few hours  s logging  about  i n  t h e  

r a i n  looking f o r  Norse r e l i c s  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  c l a ims  of 

numerous writers who thought  it f i g u r e d  i n  t h e  s aga  d e s c r i p t -  

ions .  None were found; nor would one expec t  t o  f i n d  prudent  

Norse men b r ing ing  s h i p s  t o  sho re  h e r e  f o r  more t han  a  b r i e f  

v i s i t  t o  this shal low,  exposed l o c a t i o n .  Our on ly  rewards 

were t h e  remains of s imula ted  b a t t l e f i e l d s  of yore--the 

tw i s t ed  f ragments  of exploded steel bombs, bomb craters, and 

minimal t r a c e s  of set t ler  and p r e h i s t o r i c  a c t i v i t y .  I t  appears  

t h a t  Cape Porcupine has  served as a bombing range f o r  p i l o t s  

o u t  of Goose Bay i n  t h e  post-war er.a. 

From Packs Harbour our  passage tu rned  e a s t  o u t  of t h e  

f o r e s t  t o  Grady, which was once t h e  s i t e  of an  impor tan t  cod 

f i s h e r y  and whaling e s t ab l i shmen t ,  b u t  i s  now a  g h o s t  town 

v i s i t e d  on ly  du r ing  our  s t a y  by cu r ious  s c h o l a r s  and b i o l o g i s t s .  

The former w e r e  ques t i on ing  t h e  absence of people  and t h e  

l a t t e r ,  p i l o t e d  by Almo Parsons ,  ou r  m a t e  on t h e  P i t s i o l a k  

f o r  t h e  1977 season,  the absence of f i s h  and whales. These 

q u e s t i o n s  seem somehow r e l a t e d .  Today t h e  a r e a  i s  used on ly  

du r ing  t h e  J u l y  salmon r u n  by people  from Car twr igh t  and Goose 



Bay. P h y s i c a l l y ,  t h e  Grady area resembles t h e  o u t e r  r eaches  

of Groswater Bay around Smokey and Ind ian  Harbour. I ts  b a r r e n  

rocky i s l a n d s  wi thout  r a i s e d  beaches have a  s t rong  mari t ime 

f l a v o u r .  Half a day sou th  l i e  Ind ian  T ick le ,  Domino, and 

Spot ted  I s l a n d ,  renowned (and i n  t h i s  c a s e  c u r r e n t l y  c o n t i n - .  

u ing)  summer f i s h i n g  and s e a l i n g  s e t t l e m e n t s  most known t o  

sou the rne r s  from t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  of t h e  g r e a t  s a i l i n g  s h i p  e r a .  

H e r e  w e  found abundant promising s i t e  l o c a t i o n s  w i t h  beaches 

and t e r r a c e  sequences a long t h e  runs .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  however, 

ground surveys  were r e l a t i v e l y  unproduct ive ,  on ly  a  few 

t r a c e s  of M a r i t i m e  Archaic si tes being noted and no evidence 

of Dorset ,  I n u i t ,  or l a t e r  Ind ian  se t t l emen t .  Nei ther  do 

l o c a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  have knowledge of n a t i v e  occupa t ions  o r  

a r t i f a c t s .  This  seemed odd because of t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  of t h e  

area t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o a s t  r eg ion  between Windy T i c k l e  and 

Nain where si tes a r i  abundant. 

South of Spot ted  I s l a n d  t h e  c o a s t  becomes exceedingly 

b l u f f  and rocky aga in ,  w i th  high p r o j e c t i n g  headlands ,  deep ly  

indented bays which a r e  b a r r e n  and weather-beaten on t h e  out-  

s i d e  b u t  t h i c k l y  f o r e s t e d  w i t h i n ,  and wi thout  a p r o t e c t i n g  

i s l a n d  system such as found on t h e  c e n t r a l  Labrador c o a s t .  

T r a v e l l i n g  he re  is  l i k e  t r a v e r s i n g  a  m i n i a t u r e  v e r s i o n  of 

t h e  Torngat  c o a s t  w i t h  t h e  same degree  of open ocean s w e l l ,  



wind and on ly  a few o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i nne r  runs .  During our  

passage i n  l a te  August cod f i sh ing  w a s  t h e  primary economic 

a c t i v i t y  noted,  conducted wi th  g i l l  n e t s  a t  s t a t i o n s  o f f  t h e  

capes  by l o n g l i n e r s  and speedboats.  Our f i r s t  ganne ts  of 

t h e  c r u i s e  were seen he re ,  b u t  o therwise  t h e r e  w e r e  few b i r d s ,  

nor i n d i c a t i o n s  of g e n e r a l  e c o l o g i c a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y  as had been 

noted around Green I s l a n d .  Caribou a r e  no longer  p r e s e n t  

i n  t h i s  r eg ion ,  having Zisappeared s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  l o c a l  

n a t i v e  popu la t ions  were rep laced  by s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  18-19th 

cen tury .  One had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  were only  two 

op t ions  i n  t h i s  landscape:  deep-sea f i s h i n g  and f o r e s t  hunt ing.  

Compared wi th  most o t h e r  a r e a s  of t h e  Labrador a " c o a s t a l "  

adap ta t ion  seemed less v i a b l e  a l though t h e  s easona l  n a t u r e  

of t h e s e  resources-- those  more commonly u t i l i z e d  by p r e h i s t o r i c  

and e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  groups ( i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  the more s u s t a i n i n g  

market  economy f o r  cod)--combined wi th  r a t h e r  l i m i t e d  a v a i l -  

a b i l i t y  of s u i t a b l e  o u t e r  c o a s t  s e t t l e m e n t  s i tes  on t h e  rugged 

fo re sho re  have had a s t r o n g  e f f e c t  i n  reducing s e t t l e m e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  t h e  reg ion  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  

s t e e p e r  and less populated r e g i o n s  of Torngat  c o a s t  between 

Saglek and Nachvak. For  t h e s e  r ea sons ,  and a l though  w e  d i d  

n o t  have an oppor tun i ty  t o  make ground surveys  (few promising 

a r e a s  w e r e  even n o t e d ) ,  we had a l e s s  than  o p t i m i s t i c  view of 



l o c a l  a r chaeo log ica l  r e sou rces ,  a t  least on t h e  o u t e r  c o a s t .  

I t  i s  n o t  a s e c t i o n  of c o a s t  t h a t  would have appealed 

g r e a t l y  t o  I n u i t ,  Paleo-Eskimo, o r  Maritime Archaic peoples ,  

though it might have s u i t e d  fores t -adapted  post-MA Ind ian  

groups i n s i d e  t h e  bays. 

This  s i t u a t i o n  changed markedly a t  B a t t l e  Harbour, where 

t h e r e  i s  evidence of abundant marine r e s o u r c e s ,  a s t r o n g  harp  

s e a l  run ,  and a long h i s t o r y  of s e t t l emen t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

one no te s  a d i s t i n c t  g e o l o g i c a l  break wi th  t h e  p rev ious ly  

desc r ibed  rock-bound c o a s t .  Fiere t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  

spreads  seaward, o f f e r i n g  inc reased  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  

demersal s e a  l i f e ,  and t h e  t e r r e s t r i a l  topography s h i f t s  t o  

sedimentary beds wi th  prominent beaches and t e r r a c e s  broken 

p e r i o d i c a l l y  by s t reams forming coves and "hops" s u i t a b l e  f o r  

s m a l l  b o a t  landing.  Our t r a n s i t  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  c o a s t ,  

which ex tends  i n  t h i s  form a long  t h e  e n t i r e  no r the rn  sho re  

of t h e  S t r a i t s ,  included s t o p s  a t  B a t t l e  Harbour, Chateau 

Bay, and For teau.  F i s h ,  s e a l ,  and b i r d  r e sou rces  appear t o  

be abundant s easona l ly  i n  a l l  of t h e s e  a r e a s ,  a s  w e r e  whales 

once a s  w e l l ,  and a r chaeo log ica l  r e sou rces  have been proven 

e n t i t i e s  f o r  many yea r s .  Our work he re  c o n s i s t e d  of a b r i e f  

survey of t h e  Chateau Bay s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 

a sod s t r u c t u r e  a t  Chimney T i c k l e ,  and a v i s i t  t o  t h e  Memorial 

Univers i ty  and Parks  Canada excava t ions  i n  Red Bay. Winds 



and t i d e s  w e r e  more c o n t r a r y  t han  i n  most  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  

w e  have worked i n  Labrador,  the major  d i f f e r e n c e  be ing  

s t r o n g  headwinds and l a c k  of conven i en t  ha rbours .  During 

our  c r o s s i n g  from Fo r t eau  t o  Flowers Cove w e  l o s t  and 

recovered  ou r  speedboa t  t w i c e  i n  heavy s e a s .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  

our  passage  s o u t h  a long  t h e  Newfoundland c o a s t  t o  P o r t  

Saunders was more c i v i l ,  and p e r m i t t e d  s t o p s  a t  P o r t  au  

Choix and Keppel I s l a n d .  Here w e  watched i n  wonderment a t  

t h e  t r a p p i n g s  of  n a u t i c a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n - - g r a n d  l i g h t h o u s e s ,  

t h i c k e t s  of buoys,  l o b s t e r  p o t s ,  and cha rg ing  deep-sea 

f i s h i n g  d r a g g e r s .  

SGIiVEY REPORTS - 

Eleven s i tes  w e r e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t  

d e s c r i b e d  above. The g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  and p r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s  

of t h e  f i e l dwork  are b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s e d  below. 

A i l l i k  W e s t  1 (GhBt-1) 

Th i s  s i t e  w a s  f i r s t  l o c a t e d  i n  1978 w h i l e  e n r o u t e  t o  

Nain f o r  t h e  second s ea son  of t h e  Tornga t  p r o j e c t .  E x c e l l e n t  

r a i s e d  cobb l e s tone  beaches  had a t t r a c t e d  u s  t o  t h e  a r e a ,  

which was surveyed f o r  on ly  a n  hour b e f o r e  a  s h i f t  i n  t i d e  

and wind b rought  s p r i n g  ice i n t o  t h e  cove,  hooking t h e  

Tunuyak's anchor and c a r r y i n g  h e r  o u t  t o  s e a .  Our d r a m a t i c  

d e p a r t u r e  was matched by t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of  s m a l l  r e c t a n g u l a r  



s t r u c t u r e s  and boulder  p i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Maritime Archaic  

a r t i f a c t s  a t  h igh e l e v a t i o n s .  Fu r the r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  

s i t e  was a major o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  1981 season because work 

i n  1980 a t  o t h e r  sites i n  A i l l i k  and Nu l l i ak  suggested 

A i l l i k  W e s t  might c o n t a i n  evidence of an  e a r l y  s t a g e  of M a r i -  

t ime Archaic longhouse development. 

Work was concent ra ted  i n  Areas 2 and 3 on t h e  upper 

beaches where two s e t t l e m e n t  groups inc lud ing  r e c t a n g u l a r  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  cache p i t s ,  and o t h e r  rock  f e a t u r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  Maritime Archaic  t o o l s  had a t t r a c t e d  ou r  a t t e n t i o n .  

S imi l a r  s t r u c t u r e s  had been noted a t  upper e l e v a t i o n s  a t  

A i l l i k  2 ,  which contained i n c r e a s i n g l y  l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e s  

a t  lower e l e v a t i o n s .  The A i l l i k  West s t r u c t u r e s  were mapped 

and photographed w i t h  a  Whi t t l esey  bipod. The Area 2 s t r u c t u r e  

was found t o  be  a three-segment founda t ion  measuring 4 by 

10 meters, t o  which an a d d i t i o n a l  sma l l  room had been added. 

I t  was f lanked  by sma l l  cache p i t s ,  a  fox - t r ap - l i ke  s t r u c t u r e  

s i m i l a r  i n  form b u t  l a r g e r  t han  a  t y p i c a l  h i s t o r i c  I n u i t  fox  

t r a p ,  and a m a l l  s t o n e  chamber w i t h  a l i n t e l  doorway s i m i l a r  

t o  one found a t  Nul l iak  Cove 1 n o r t h  of Hebron. Another 

three-segment s t r u c t u r e  of s i m i l a r  s i z e  was found i n  Area 3.  

Here a  test t r ench  produced Maritime Archaic  a r t i f a c t s  and 

a h e a r t h  sample con ta in ing  spruce  cha rcoa l  d a t i n g  t o  3525+ - 

50 (SI-5099). The presence of sp ruce  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  occupa t ion  



must pos t -da t e  immigra t ion  of s p r u c e  i n t o  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  

e s t i m a t e d  a t  6-5000 y e a r s  ago. Th i s  d a t e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  

l a t e r  t h a n  expected  from t h e  s i t e ' s  h i g h  e l e v a t i o n  and t h e  

s t r u c t u r e ' s  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  houses  on t h e  upper beaches  a t  

A i l l i k  2 (see below) .  While t h e r e  i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  con- 

t a m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  p r e sence  of  l i n t e g t y p e  chambered s t r u c t u r e s  

l i n k s  A i l l i k  W e s t  t o  N u l l i a k  Mound 1 where a s i m i l a r  d a t e  

has  been ob t a ined .  I f  s o ,  w e  may expec t  t h a t  house s i z e  by 

i t s e l f  is n o t  a n  a c c u r a t e  i n d i c a t i o n  of  a g e  bu t  r a t h e r  a 

f u n c t i o n  of  s o c i a l  g roup  s i z e .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  A i l l i k  W e s t  1 

may r e p r e s e n t  a v e r y  l a t e  MA component on t h e  c e n t r a l  c o a s t ,  

p robab ly  pos t -da t i ng  abandonment of  t h e  Ramah q u a r r i e s ,  f o r  

o n l y  a s i n g l e  f l a k e  of  Ramah was recovered  amids t  a l a r g e  

sample o f  v e r y  poor l o c a l  q u a r t z i t e .  I f  t h i s  date is any 

i n d i c a t i o n ,  w e  c a n  e x p e c t  a more compl ica ted  p i c t u r e  t h a n  

proposed p r e v i o u s l y  (F i t zhugh  1981b) . 
A l l i k  2 (GhBt-3) 

T h i s  key s i t e  found i n  1980 c o n t a i n s  a series of  rect- 

angu l a r  s t r u c t u r e s  r ang ing  from s m a l l  single-room s t r u c t u r e s  

on t h e  h i g h e s t  beaches  t o  a seven-segment 4 by 28 m e t e r  

s t r u c t u r e  a t  i n t e r m e d i a t e  e l e v a t i o n s .  Our new work h e r e  

produced more a c c u r a t e  maps b u t  no a r t i f a c t s  o r  c h a r c o a l  

samples.  While t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  was u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e  p r e sence  

of  a n  e a r l y  Paleo-Eskimo s t r u c t u r e  below t h e  longhouse 



e l e v a t i o n ,  an MA s l a t e  c e l t  from S-7,  and s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  

A i l l i k  West s t r u c t u r e s  conf i rm M a r i t i m e  Archa ic  a t t r i b u t i o n  

of  A i l l i k  2 longhouses.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  l o c a t e d  o t h e r  

r e c t a n g u l a r  dwe l l i ng  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  A i l l i k  2 a r e a .  A l l  

conform t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  r e c t a n g u l a r  s ingle- row segmented 

s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  now seen  a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t h e  l a t e r  

Mari t ime Archa ic  c u l t u r e s  of  c e n t r a l  and Nor thern  Labrador 

(F i t zhugh  1981b) . An i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  h i g h e s t  

s ingle-room s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h i s  s i t e  w a s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a 

narrow, bou lder - l ined  pathway o r  " s t one  road"  one meter i n  

wid th  between p a r a l l e l  rows of s m a l l  bou lde r s  and ex tend ing  

some 10  meters. 

A i l l i k  3 (GhBt-4) 

A new s i t e  was l o c a t e d  on a  s t e e p  bou lde r  beach one 

k i l ome te r  s o u t h e a s t  of  t h e  o l d  A i l l i k  s e t t l e m e n t  ( A i l l i k  1). 

F i v e  s e p a r a t e  s i t e  l o c a l e s  were de s igna t ed  a t  t h i s  s i te .  L 1  

con t a ined  t h e  t r a c e s  of  r e c t a n g u l a r  house founda t i on  segments 

and cache  p i t s ,  b u t  none w e r e  con t inuous  or c l e a r  enough t o  

pe rmi t  mapping o r  measurement. L2, found on a  bou lder  f i e l d  

a t  t h e  beach crest,  con ta ined  t h r e e  p i t h o u s e s  w i t h  s u g g e s t i o n s  

of i n t e r n a l  p l a t f o r m s  and e n t r a n c e s ,  cache  p i t s ,  and I n u i t -  

t y p e  f o x  t r a p s .  Whether t h e  l a t t e r  w e r e  contemporaneous w i t h  

t h e  p i t h o u s e s  is n o t  c l e a r .  The p i t h o u s e s  are similar  t o  

ones  found a t  o t h e r  Labrador sites on t h e  h i g h e s t  i n h a b i t e d  



beaches and a r e  presumed t o  be e a r l y  Maritime Archaic  

f e a t u r e s .  L3, on a lower cobble  beach,  c o n t a i n s  a number 

of s t r u c t u r e s  whose form could n o t  be d i sce rned  w i t h  t h e  

except ion  of a boulder- l ined "road" s i m i l a r  t o  that found 

a t  A i l l i k  2.  Th is  road ,  which p a r a l l e l s  t h e  sho re  f o r  50- 

75 meters  a t  a low e l e v a t i o n ,  r a i s e s  ques t ions  about  t h e  

Maritime Archaic a f f i l i a t i o n  de r ived  from presence of a 

s i m i l a r  f e a t u r e  a t  A i l l i k  2. S i m i l a r  s t r u c t u r e s  are found 

a l s o  i n  no r the rn  Quebec (Plurnet 1981) where MA presence i s  

u n l i k e l y .  Other boulder  f e a t u r e s  w e r e  found on beaches a t  

L4 and 5, b u t  t h e i r  form and a t t r i b u t i o n  remains unc l ea r  

except  f o r  an  h i s t o r i c  pe r iod  house foundat ion.  

A i l l i k  Bight  

The f l a t  p l a i n  a long t h e  sou theas t e rn  s i d e  of A i l l i k  

Bight ,  which provides  a more p r o t e c t e d  l o c a t i o n  than  t h e  

nor thern  exposures on t h e  A i l l i k  pen insu la ,  seemed i d e a l  

f o r  o u t e r  c o a s t  s e t t l e m e n t .  However, surveys  produced 

on ly  traces of Paleo-Eskimo and Maritime Archaic s t r u c t u r e s .  

Most of t h e s e  sites have s u f f e r e d  damage from s u r f a c e  d i s -  

turbance by equipment a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  ca rgo  landing ,  f u e l  

t ank  and road c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and even r e c r e a t i o n a l  motoring 

a c r o s s  t h e  beach r i d g e s  and terraces. F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  area 

seems n o t  t o  have been important  a s  a s e t t l e m e n t  s i te .  



Webeck Harbour (GfBm-1) 

Previous  v i s i t s  t o  Cape Har r i son  produced evidence of 

P o i n t  Revenge Indian s i t e s  a t  Webeck Harbour, a t  which time 

o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  were noted.  One of t h e s e  prove6 t o  be t h e  

founda t ion  of a  r e c t a n g u l a r  house w i t h  doorways and an i n t e r n a l  

hea r th .  T e s t  p i t s  produced c h a r c o a l ,  and g u n f l i n t s ,  l a r g e  

l ead  s h o t ,  and i r o n .  The s t r u c t u r e  appears  t o  be t h e  s i t e  of 

an e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  European t r a d i n g  o r  f i s h i n g  e s t ab l i shmen t .  

Black Island-4 (Gc Bk-17) 

During f i e l d  work a t  Black I s l a n d  2 i n  1974, C u r t i s  

Sorenson loca t ed  a  boulder  s t r u c t u r e  s i t e  h igh  on t h e  n o r t h  

s i d e  of t h e  sou th  h i l l  on Black I s l a n d ,  over looking Black 

I s l a n d  2 .  The s i t e  was re - loca ted  and sketch-mapped. I t  

c o n s i s t s  of two groups of boulder  p i t s ,  smal l  r inged  mounds, 

inuksuks , and chambers. None of t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  have c l e a r  

homologues i n  M a r i t i m e  Archaic s i t e s  i d e n t i f i e d  elsewhere 

i n  c e n t r a l  o r  no r the rn  Labrador. The l o c a t i o n ,  h igh  e l e v a t i o n  

and absence of t o o l s  o r  d e b i t a g e  sugges t  it is  a Maritime 

Archaic b u r i a l  o r  ceremonial  s i te .  

Cape Porcupine 

South of Groswater Bay l ies  a 40-kilometer s t r e t c h  of 

sandy beach backed by fores t -covered  t e r r a c e s  der ived  from 

re-worked g l a c i a l  d e p o s i t s .  To t h e  geographer t h e s e  sandbanks 



a r e  i n t r i g u i n g  f e a t u r e s  on a n  o the rwi se  rocky c o a s t ,  b u t  

from a mar ine r ' s  p o i n t  of view they  a r e  any th ing  b u t  i n v i t i n g ,  

having no p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  l and ing  o r  launching b o a t s .  Never- 

t h e l e s s ,  they a r e  a  no t ab l e  anomaly and a r e  probably a c c u r a t e l y  

i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  "Wonder S t r a n d s "  of t h e  Norse s agas .  Cape 

Porcupine b i s e c t s  t h e  s t r a n d s  , extending s e v e r a l  k i l ome te r s  

i n t o  t h e  ocean and o f f e r i n g  modest p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  b o a t  

l and ings  and sho re  camps. 

With an eye cocked f o r  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  moments of  h i s t o r y ,  

w e  s p e n t  a few hours survey ing  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  s h o r e s  of t h i s  

cape.  A s  f r e q u e n t l y  occurs  under such c i rcumstances ,  ou r  

e f f o r t s  were n o t  rewarded by d i s c o v e r i e s  of g r e a t n e r i t .  The 

sou th  sho re  has a  spruce- fores ted  beach whose margin has  been 

e rod ing  f o r  many yea r s .  Its more open, s t a b l e  e a s t e r n  ex t r emi ty  

i s  composed of s h i n g l e  beaches bea r ing  t r a c e s  of  h i s t o r i c  

and p o s s i b l y  l a t e  p r e h i s t o r i c  occupa t ions .  While some t e n t  

r i n g s  appear I n u i t - l i k e ,  none was d i s t i n c t i v e  enough t o  

i n d i c a t e  p r e c i s e  c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  o r  age .  Most appeared 

t o  b e  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  shor t - term occupa t ions  by small groups .  

Higher beaches bore  s i m i l a r  t r a c e s ,  b u t  w e r e  e q u a l l y  undiagnos t ic .  

Most unusual  was t h e  widespread occur rence  of r i pped  and tw i s t ed  

s h e e t  meta l  which w e  found widely  s t rewn about  t h e  beaches 

and f o r e s t  f l o o r .  Specu la t i on  raged u n t i l  a bomb c a s i n g  w a s  

i d e n t i f i e d .  Our s ea rch  a t  Cape Porcupine  d i d  n o t  cover  i t s  



n o r t h e a s t e r n  sho re  which i s  probably a more promising l o c a t i o n  

f o r  a b o r i g i n a l  s i tes than  t h e  sha l lower  sou thern  shores .  

Ind ian  T i c k l e  

A b r i e f  survey was conducted a t  Ind ian  T i c k l e  near  Bob 

Burdettek summer home. Recent cobbles tone  pavements used f o r  

f i s h  f l a k e s  and n e t  d ry ing  w e r e  found a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  b u t  

no i n d i c a t i o n s  of e a r l y  si tes.  The Burde t tes  were no taware  

of o l d  sites o r  f i n d s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  

Spot ted  I s l a n d  

Ter races  on t h e  western  shore  of a s m a l l  i s l a n d  a t  t h e  

n o r t h e a s t e r n  en t r ance  of Domino Run immediately n o r t h  of 

Spot ted I s l a n d  were checked f o r  Maritime s i tes ,  b u t  none w e r e  

noted.  S l i g h t l y  more f r u i t f u l  w e r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  on high 

beaches a t  t h e  nor thwestern  end of Spot ted I s l and .  Here, i n  

two l o c a t i o n s ,  sma l l  cache p i t s  and rock f e a t u r e s  were found, 

and one u t i l i z e d  f l a k e  of q u a r t z .  Some Maritime Archaic  

presence seems l i k e l y  b u t  of a  l e s s e r  o rde r  than encountered 

i n  similar geographic  s e t t i n g s  n o r t h  of  Hamilton I n l e t .  A s  

a t  Ind ian  T i c k l e  r e s i d e n t s  were n o t  aware of e a r l y  sites. On 

t h e  o t h e r  hand, our  c o n t a c t s  and surveys  were r e s t r i c t e d  i n  

scope. 

South of Spot ted  I s l a n d  ou r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w e r e  based on 

shipboard obse rva t ion  u n t i l  w e  reached B a t t l e  Harbour. This  



s e c t i o n  of c o a s t ,  de sc r ibed  above, appears  u n i n v i t i n g  arch-  

a e o l o g i c a l l y ,  a s  least a s  f a r  a s  Eskimo, I n u i t ,  and M a r i t i m e  

Archaic  s i t e s  a r e  concerned. However, it i s  a r e g i o n  where 

people w i th  a more fores t -based  a d a p t a t i o n  might make seasona l  

use  of sea-run t r o u t ,  salmon and s e a l s .  Alth.ough c u t  by many 

small bays and runs ,  t h e r e  is i n s u f f i c i e n t  acces s  f o r  marine 

c o n d i t i o n s  t o  p e n e t r a t e  i n l a n d .  Th i s  and i t s  rugged c o a s t a l  

topography s e e m  t o  have r e s u l t e d  i n  reduced p r e h i s t o r i c  

s e t t l e m e n t  compared w i t h  p r e h i s t o r i c  popu la t ion  c e n t e r s  

f a r t h e r  n o r t h  and s o u t h  and nor th-south coas ta lmovement  and 

communication may have been r e s t r i c t e d  a l s o .  

B a t t l e  Harbour 

A b r i e f  s t o p  a t  B a t t l e  Harbour e s t a b l i s h e d  t h i s  a s  a 

major l ocus  of Dorset  s e t t l e m e n t .  E c o l o g i c a l l y ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  

is favored by a s t r o n g  harp  s e a l  migra t ion  which pas ses  through 

t h e  t i c k l e  along t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  i s l a n d .  Geographical ly ,  

it marks t h e  boundary between t h e  rocky no r the rn  physiography 

and t h e  s t r a i q h t e r  t e r r a c e d  s h o r e s  of t h e  S t r a i t  of B e l l e  

Isle. Here w e  found Dorset  a r t i f a c t s ,  d e b i t a g e ,  f i re -c racked  

cobbles  and h e a r t h  s l a b s  eroding from t h e  pathway i n  f r o n t  

of E a r l e ' s  S t o r e .  I n  s i t u  d e p o s i t s  w e r e  a l s o  found i n  b lack  -- 
e a r t h  s o i l  sou th  of t h e  pa th ,  and they  appear  t o  extend 

beneath  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and a long t h e  terrace t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  



A r t i f a c t s  a r e  r epo r t ed  t o  have been found a s  f a r  as t h e  o l d  

G r e n f e l l  Mission cookhouse s e v e r a l  hundred meters away. The 

s t r o n g e s t  component a t  t h e  s i t e  seems t o  be  Ear ly  and Middle 

Dorset ,  w i t h  t r a c e s  of Groswater Dorset  from h igher  l o c a t i o n s  

on t h e  pa th .  Cher t s  a r e  predominantly of sou the rn ,  Newfound- 

land f a c i e s  a l though some Ramah c h e r t  was found. Bone i s  

p r e s e n t  b u t  i t s  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and abundance i n  t h e  s o i l  could 

n o t  be determined.  The s i t e  i s  important  i n  being t h e  f i r s t  

c l a s s i c  Middle Dorset  occupat ion found i n  Labrador sou th  of 

Hopedale. Typologica l ly  and i n  t e r m s  of raw m a t e r i a l s  it 

appears  more c l o s e l y  a l i gned  t o  Newfoundland Dorset  t han  t o  

no r the rn  Labrador Dorset  s i t e s .  Mixed wi th  t h e  Dorset  m a t e r i a l s  

eroding o u t  i n  t h e  p a t h  were l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of European 

f l i n t ,  profiahly having o r i g i n a t e d  a s  s h i p ' s  b a l l a s t .  I t  

would appear t h a t  B a t t l e  Harbour may have an  i n t e r e s t i n g  

h i s t o r y  of European s e t t l e m e n t  a s  we l l .  

Chimney T i c k l e  

W e  landed on t h e  sou th  s i d e  of Chimney T i c k l e  t o  i n s p e c t  

l a r g e  sod house founda t ions  and found them t o  c o n t a i n  cha rcoa l  

and h i s t o r i c  per iod  a r t i f a c t s .  The s t r u c t u r e s  appear t o  be of 

European o r i g i n ,  b u t  nearby w e  found two l a r g e  o v a l  boulder  

t e n t  r i n g s  w i t h  cobbles tone  h e a r t h  pavements and i n t e r n a l  

s l eep ing  p la t form d i v i d e r s .  These r i n g s  look I n u i t  i n  form 

and a r e  i d e a l l y  s i t u a t e d  f o r  an I n u i t  s e t t l e m e n t .  Excavations 



he re  might produce in format ion  on t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  unknown 

I n u i t  occupat ions  of sou thern  Labrador. 

Chateau Bay 

Our v i s i t  t o  Chateau Bay co inc ided  w i t h  a windstorm 

t h a t  r e s t r i c t e d  our  a b i l i t y  t o  survey p rospec t ive  s i te  

l o c a t i o n s .  E s p e c i a l l y  promising ( b u t  n o t  v i s i t e d )  was t h e  

channel  n o r t h  of Henley I s l a n d .  A t  t h e  o l d  s e t t l e m e n t  at 

Chs-teau Bay w e  noted Maritime Archaic traces on t h e  upper 

t e r r a c e  l o c a t i o n s ,  bo th  i n  t h e  form of  boulder  s t r u c t u r e s  

and deb i t age .  Fu r the r  surveys  and subsu r f ace  t e s t i n g  i n  

t h i s  a r e a  might be worthwhile.  The Chateau Bay r eg ion  

o f f e r s  many p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  p r e h i s t o r i c  and h i s t o r i c  hab- 

i t a t i o n ,  w i th  p r o t e c t e d  harbour l o c a t i o n s  w i t h  deep-water 

access .  Also of i n t e r e s t  w e r e  s e v e r a l  wel l -preserved wooden 

cab ins  which have been abandoned wi th  much of t h e i r  c o n t e n t s  

i n t a c t .  The cab ins  are cons t ruc t ed  of v e r t i c a l  log  w a l l s  

wi th  baseboards and headers ,  a  method used i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 t h  

Century i n  New England, which has  survived i n t o  r e c e n t  t imes  

i n  Newfoundland and sou thern  Labrador. The Chateau Bay b u i l d i n g s  

might be worthy of h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

Keppel I s l a n d  

A t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  end of Keppel I s l a n d  o u t s i d e  P o r t  

Saunders,  Newfoundland, was loca t ed  an Inu i t - t ype  t e n t  

r i n g  and a sma l l  p i t house  land ing  p i e r .  Although no a r t i f a c t s  



w e r e  found, t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  were r emin i scen t  of Labrador 

I n u i t  s t r u c t u r e s  f a r t h e r  no r th  i n  Labrador. This  s i t e  i s  

n o t  t h e  one r epo r t ed  by Winternberg and Harp on t h e  south- 

e a s t e r n  pen insu la  of t h e  i s l a n d  (Harp 1964) .  V?e w e r e  n o t  

able t o  v i s i t  t h e  l a t t e r  l o c a t i o n ,  a l s o  r epo r t ed  a s  being 

an I n u i t  s i te .  

CONCLUSION 

The surveys  descr ibed  above covered a l a r g e  area of t h e  

c e n t r a l  and sou thern  c o a s t s  of Labrador of which t h e  r e g i o n  

between Hamilton I n l e t  and B a t t l e  Harbour have n o t  been 

v i s i t e d  by a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  p a s t .  Though our 

work w a s  b r i e f  and based t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  on remote 

obse rva t ion ,  some t e n t a t i v e  conc lus ions  may be advanced.  

F i r s t ,  our  work i n  t h e  A i l l i k  r eg ion  has r e i n f o r c e d  

e a r l i e r  f i e ldwork  t h e r e  on longhouse s t r u c t u r e  and develop- 

ment i n  t h e  Maritime Archaic pe r iod .  These si tes seem t o  

f a l l  i n  t h e  middle t o  l a t e  per iod  a t  t h e  Maritime Archaic  

occupat ion i n  c e n t r a l  and no r the rn  Labrador, c a .  5500-3500 

B.P.  (Fitzhugh 1981b).  The 1981 f ie ldwork r e s u l t e d  i n  

c o l l e c t i o n  of our f i r s t  rad iocarbon  sample f o r  t h i s  s i t e  

group, which has provided a d a t e  f o r  t h e  sma l l e r  longhouse 

forms. Our new bipod photos and maps add t o  prev ious  docu- 

mentat ion from o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  of t h e  c o a s t  where s t r u c t u r e s  

from 4500-3500 B .P. have been i d e n t i f i e d .  



Another r e s u l t  of t h e  su rvey  i s  t h e  l a c k  of ev idence  

f o r  s u b s t a n t i a l  Labrador I n u i t  occupa t i ons  s o u t h  of  Groswater 

Bay. Except ing t h e  i n t r i g u i n g  p c s s i b i l i t i e s  of  s i tes a t  

Chimney T i c k l e  and Keppel I s l a n d ,  t h e r e  was a  n o t a b l e  l a c k  

o f  t h e  f a m i l i a r  t e n t  r i n g s  s o  f r e q u e n t l y  encountered  i n  t h e  

n o r t h e r n  r eg ions .  T h i s  c o n t i n u i n g  absence  of w i n t e r  v i l l a g e  

sites, and l a c k  of l o c a l  i n fo rma t ion  abou t  I n u i t  s e t t l e m e n t s  

from s o u t h  c o a s t  r e s i d e n t s  s u p p o r t s  e a r l i e r  views t h a t  

Labrador Eskimo p e n e t r a t i o n s  s o u t h  of  Hamilton I n l e t  w e r e  

b r i e f  and p r i m a r i l y  s e a s o n a l  f o r a y s .  Had permanent v i l l a g e s  

been e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  more t h a n  a  v e r y  b r i e f  p e r i o d  it i s  

l i k e l y  t h a t  t r a c e s  of  such occupa t i ons  ( c aches ,  c a i r n s ,  

b u r i a l s ,  t e n t  r i n g s  e tc)  would have been d e t e c t e d .  Neverthe- 

less,  t h i s  i s s u e  b e a r s  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  i n  sou the rn  Labrador ,  

a d j a c e n t  p a r t s  of  Newfoundland, and Quebec. The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

and s t u d y  of I n u i t  s i tes  h e r e  would shed impor t an t  l i g h t  

on t h e i r  c o n t a c t s  w i th  I n d i a n s  and Europeans i n  a r e a s  known 

on ly  from h i s t o r i c  r e c o r d s .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  shou ld  be  exp lored  th rough  more 

s y s t e m a t i c  su rveys  t h a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  Labrador c o a s t  from t h e  

S t r a i t s  t o  Hamilton I n l e t  was n o t  h e a v i l y  occupied i n  t h e  

p r e h i s t o r i c  and e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  pe r i od .  T h i s  seems m o s t  l i k e l y  

f o r  t h e  rugged r e g i o n  between Spo t ted  I s l a n d  and B a t t l e  Harbour, 

which may have been avoided even by t h o s e  most  knowledgeable 



about  c o a s t a l  l i f e  (Maritime Archaic  and ~ s k i m o / ~ n u i t ) .  I t  

is n o t  clear whether t h e r e  are s o l i d  e c o l o g i c a l  grounds f o r  

diminished s e t t l e m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e s e  areas o r  t o  

what e x t e n t  it may have been an e t h n i c  f r o n t i e r .  The absence 

of  e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  Labrador I n u i t  s e t t l e m e n t  may a l s o  relate 

t o  t h e  g r e a t l y  increased  presence of Ind ians  and Europeans 

s o u t h  of Hamilton I n l e t  and t h e  l a c k  of a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  I n u i t  

popula t ion  base  sou th  of Hamilton I n l e t  from which t o  draw 

phys i ca l  and c u l t u r a l  s o l i d a r i t y .  I n  t h i s  sense ,  perhaps  

t h e  I n u i t ,  who s u c c e s s f u l l y  expanded i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o a s t ,  

reached t h e i r  p r e s e n t  sou thern  l i m i t s  t o o  l a t e  t o  compete 

e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  p r e r o g a t i v e s  i n  t h e  more compli- 

ca t ed  and c u l t u r a l l y  mixed t e r r i t o r y  f u r t h e r  sou th .  

These obse rva t ions  must be considered t e n t a t i v e  i n  l i g h t  

of t h e  cu r so ry  n a t u r e  of t h e  survey sou th  of Hamilton I n l e t .  

Even a t  t h i s  l e v e l ,  however, t h e  c o a s t  between Groswater Bay 

and B a t t l e  Harbour appears  t o  have been l e s s  heav i ly  s e t t l e d  

i n  p r e h i s t o r i c  t i m e s  t han  w a s  t h e  c o a s t  n o r t h  of Makkovik. 

Ecolog ica l  cond i t i ons ,  such a s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  absence of  an  in-  

shore  harp  seal migra t ion  may have some bear ing  here ,  a s  w e l l  

as t h e  geography of a bold c o a s t  wi thout  open bays o r  o f f s h o r e  

i s l a n d .  These f e a t u r e s  may have some bear ing  on t h e  absence 

of Pa leo  and Neo-Eskimo s i t e s ,  r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n  i n  Labrador 



and Newfoundland Dorset  and Xar i t ime  Archaic  c u l t u r e s ,  t h e  

r e l a t i v e  importance of i n t e r i o r  v e r s u s  sou the rn  c o a s t a l  con- 

n e c t i o n s  of l a t e r  I n d i a n  c u l t u r e s ,  and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  of 

r e g i o n a l  c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  f u r t h e r  and 

more s u s t a i n e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e s e  problems can  be  encour- 

aged i n  t h e  nea r  f u t u r e  by more d e t a i l e d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  

s t u d i e s  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e -known  r eg ion .  
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FIELDWORK AT RED BAY, LABRADOR 

James A. Tuck 

Archaeology Unit 

Memorial University of Newfoundland 

From late June to late August, 1981, fieldwork 

continued at a 16th century Spanish Basque whaling station 

on Saddle Island, Red Bay, Labrador. The research was 

carried out under permit # 81-5 and was funded by the 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 

with additional financial assistance from the Historic 

Resources Division, Department of Culture, Recreation and 

Youth, Government of Newfoundland and Labrador. Especial 

mention should also be made of the assistance given the 

project by the Canadian Conservation Institute which 

provided a professional conservator and equipment to 

stabilize the wide variety of materials recovered during 

1981. The contributions of all these agencies is grate- 

fully acknowledged. 

During the 1981 season work was concentrated in four 

locations called Area C, E, F and G. Each will be de- 

scribed briefly below.' 

Area C is the location of a large shore station where 

all activities necessary for the processing of whale 



blubber and the preparation of oil for shipment to Europe 

took place. 

A "wharf" or "cutting-in" stage, evidenced by a 

rectangular mound of rocks and squared timber cribwork, 

was recorded. It is located in the intertidal zone 

immediately in front of the large oven at Area C. Limited 

excavations near this feature were also carried out by 

Parks Canada divers (see Grenier, this volume) and additional 

work is planned for the 1982 season. Although no definite 

function. can as yet be assigned to this timber and ballast 

structure it is believed to have served as a work area 

to which whales were made fast while the blubber was 

removed. Some form of winch or capstan must have been 

present to facilitate this operation but, to date, none 

has been found. - 

Following the removal of the blubber it was minced to 

expose a greater surface area and transported to the oven 

which was the central feature of each shore station. The 

oven at Area C was also the scene of our major efforts 

during the 1981 season. As reported elsewhere (Tuck and 

Grenier 1981) the principal feeture of this oven is a large 

stone wall some 10 metres long, about a metre high and 

equally as wide. Our 1981 excavations concentrated on the 



outer, or seaward, side of this wall where the remains 

of two well-preserved fireboxes and traces of three 

others were revealed. The two better preserved examples 

were made from sandstone and other rocks imported from 

Spain as ballast, while the fireboxes in an advanced 

state of decay were fashioned from local granite boulders 

and cobbles. A little experimentation has shown that 

only a few hours of heating is sufficient to reduce the 

granites to a coarse powder, while the imported sandstones 

are much more resistant to heat. The fireable nature of 

these rocks must have been a source of constant irritation 

to those responsible for the maintenance of the shore 

stations for it appears that the ovens would have required 

repair or rebuilding at frequent intervals. We suspect 

that these rebuildings are at least partly responsible 

for our inability to detect well-defined fireboxes at the 

southern end of the oven. 

Sources of something more than irritation is evidenced 

by the numerous copper cauldron fragments found in the 

fireboxes. It appears that the cauldrons must have 

occasionally burst allowing about 45 gallons of boiling 

oil to drop into a fire that was capable of reducing 

granite to a powder in a very short time. Such an 

occurrence must have been more than a little exciting 



as well as downright hazardous. It is surprising that 

the documentary sources make no reference to the wooden 

structures which housed these ovens being subject to 

frequent fires. 

Although we concentrated on the outside of the oven, 

work also progressed on the inside, or landward side, 

of the wall. The collapsed platform discovered in 1980 

was almost completely exposed and a single plank was 

lifted on the last day of the season in an effort to 

determine what we might expect to find beneath it in 1982. 

In addition to some miscellaneous wood fragments, a hoop 

made from a single withe twisted around itself and what 

appears from the radiograph to be a steel for sharpening 

knives were recovered. The prospect for 1982, therefore, 

when the entire platform will be removed, looks promising. 

As an alternative recording technique and for 

possible later interpretation of the site a polysulfide 

rubber and plaster of Paris mould was made of a section of 

the wood platform, stone wall and one of the fireboxes. 

A positive cast from this mould is now being prepared at 

the Canadian Conservation Institute in Ottawa. 

Finally at Area C, a small test excavation was made 

in a waterlogged deposit to the northwest of the oven. 

Here were found large numbers of barrel staves, head 



pieces, hoops and refuse from a coopering operation. 

Further excavations at this and other water-saturated 

portions of Area C are planned for the coming field 

seasons. 

Area E is the site of a large cooperage/dwelling 

similar to that described previously (Tuck 1981) at Area 

A. Excavations were begun at this location in 1980, were 

expanded considerably in 1981 and (hopefully) will be 

concluded in 1982. Except for a few post moulds, the 

area is lacking in structural remains although a large 

number of iron nails and spikes suggest a wooden structure. 

The function of this dwelling is unequivocally in- 

dicated by the large number of domestic artifacts - 
ceramics, glass, refuse bone, etc. - and coopers' tools 
found there. The latter include two cooper's adzes, 

head vises and the blade of a chiv (a tool for cutting 

croze grooves in an assembled cask). Below this structure 

a waterlogged deposit produced barrel parts and cooperage 

refuse similar to that mentioned previously from Area C. 

Area F. This small structure, which was partially 

excavated in 1980, was completely mapped and excavated 

during the 1981 season. A roughly rectangular pattern 

of broken and shattered tiles suggested a structure of 

approximately the same shape and dimensions. In 1981 



a series of large post moulds was discovered which con- 

firmed our suspicion of a rectangular wooden structure 

roofed with red tiles. Artifacts were scarce within 

and around this building. Most of those recovered 

suggest domestic use although their scarcity when compared 

with Area A and E indicate a short duration for this 

probable dwelling. The ferrules from two supported 

whaling implements were discovered in 1980 but they do 

not add significantly to our knowledge of the activities 

which might have taken place at Area F. Test trenches 

extended into a large bog to the west of the structure did 

not reveal any organic refuse of significance. 

Area G is an oven located to the south of the Area C 

excavations (see Figure 1). The central wall was visible 

on the surface prior to the start of excavations. The 

area behind the wall was stripped of overburden to the 

level of the roof fall during 1981, revealing that the 

wall is not nearly as substantial as that at Area C. We 

are as yet unable to Sescribe the firebox area to the 

seaward side of the wall since only a single test trench 

has been excavated in that region. We anticipate com- 

pletion of this oven during the 1982 field season. 



ABORIGINAL OCCUPATIONS 

A bonus was provided by the 1981 excavations on Saddle 

Island in the form of two small Palaeo-Eskimo components 

underlying the Basque remains at Areas E and F. The 

former is the nearest thing to a true pre-Dorset/Dorset 

component yet found in southern Labrador. In addition 

to end blades, scrapers, bifaces, microblades and chert 

debitage, both true spalled burins and ground burin-like- 

tools were recovered. The aboriginal occupation at Area 

F seems somewhat later in time although a true burin was 

also recovered from this area. A charcoal sample was 

collected from the earlier of the two areas and will be 

submitted shortly for C-14 analysis. 

In summary the 1981 excavations at Saddle Island were 

successful in every way. We enjoyed the best weather 

we have yet experienced at Red Bay and this factor, along 

with a very capable field and laboratory staff, is re- 

sponsible for the more than satisfactory progress made 

during 1981. 
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PLATE 1 

The oven at Area C, looking northeast. 
Visible are the central wall, the jumble 
of rock which once comprised the fireboxes 
on the harbour side of the wall, and a 
portion of the now-collapsed platform behind 
the wall. 





FIGURE 1 

A map of excavation on Saddle Island 
1977-1981. 
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THE EXCAVATION OF A SIXTEENTH CENTURY SPANISH BASQUE 

WHALING GALLEON - I N  RED BAY, LABRADOR: A SUMMARY OF 

THE 1981 FIELD SEP-SON 

Marine Excava t ion  Un i t  

Pa rks  Canada, Ottawa 

INTRODUCTION - 

During t h e  summer of  1981 t h e  Marine Excavat ion Un i t  

of Pa rk s  Canada under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  Rober t  Gren i e r  and 

i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p rov ince  of Newfoundland and 

Labrador ,  con t i nued  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of 

a s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Basque whaling v e s s e l  i n  t h e  harbour  

of R e d  Bay, Labrador ( F i g u r e  1) . 
The p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i v e  was t o  excava t e  t h e  e n t i r e  

c e n t r a l  h u l l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v e s s e l  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  of 

c o l l e c t i n g  impor tan t  i n t e r p r e t i v e  d a t a  on  c a r g o  stowage 

p a t t e r n  a s  w e l l  a s  g a i n i n g  a n  i n s i g h t  i n t o  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  of 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  pump w e l l  and t u b e ,  

t h e  mas t  s t e p  and o v e r a l l  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  

h u l l .  Secondary o b j e c t i v e s  i nc luded  a minimal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

of t h e  v e s s e l ' s  transom and s t e r n p o s t  assembly,  a  beneath-  

t h e - h u l l  su rvey ,  complet ion  of t h e  1980 " s h o r e  t r e n c h , "  

c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  harbour  survey and t h e  excava t i on  of a  

sma l l  e x p l o r a t o r y  t r e n c h  l o c a t e d  j u s t  o f f s h o r e  from a  major  

try-works and wharf complex. 



A t o t a l  of  825 d i v e s  were made t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  1757.40 

underwater  hours .  Th is  l a r g e  number of hours  was p o s s i b l e  

due  t o  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of a  h o t  wa te r  s u i t  system which 

s u s t a i n s  t h e  d i v e r  a t  a c o n s t a n t  t empera tu re  of 4 2 O ~ ,  

o f f s e t t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  c o l d  Labrador wa t e r s .  

EXCAVATIONS 

C e n t r a l  Hul l  

The c e n t r a l  h u l l  can be d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  midsh ip ' s  a r e a  

which con t a ined  t h e  bu lk  of t h e  ca rgo  of whale o i l  c a s k s  and 

inc luded  b o t h  t h e  b i l g e  pump and mast  s t e p .  The excava t i on  

was t h e r e f o r e  des igned  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of problems brought  

about  by t h e  p resence  of t h e s e  a r t i f a c t s  and f e a t u r e s .  The 

foremost  problem was t h e  l a r g e  number of c a s k s  which due t o  

t h e i r  complete c o l l a p s e  and disassembly over  time produced 

a fo rmidab le  r e c o r d i n g  o p e r a t i o n .  L i t e r a l l y  thousands  of 

s t a v e s  and o t h e r  cask  p a r t s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  a c r o s s  t h e  wreck 

s i t e ,  a l b e i t  some remain a s  w e l l  d e f i ned  cask assemblages .  

I n i t i a l l y  i n  1979,  an  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a v e  would be mapped i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  l o c a t i o n  w i t h i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  assemblage.  

Th is  p rocedure ,  a l though  q u i t e  thorough and e x a c t i n g ,  was 

ext remely  t ime  consuming. Subsequent ly  a new r eco rd ing  

procedure  was in t roduced  i n  1981 emphasizing c a s k s  i n s t e a d  

of s t a v e s  and which provided f o r  a n  a c c u r a t e  d e f i n i t i o n  of 

t h e  c a s k s  o u t l i n e  as w e l l  a s  i t s  s p a t i a l  and s t r a t i g r a p h i c  



p o s i t i o n  wi th in  t h e  v e s s e l ' s  hold.  This  recording was 

supplemented by photographic coverage of t h e  ind iv idua l  

cask assemblages which a l s o  recorded t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

those  assemblages. The f i n a l  products  w i l l  inc lude  a cask  

l o c a t i o n a l  map (F igure  2)  succeeded by an i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  

i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h e  p a t t e r n  of cask stowage w i t h i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  

h u l l  po r t ion  of t h e  v e s s e l  (Figure  3 ) .  

One of t h e  major a r t i f a c t s  recovered i n  1981 was a  

s e c t i o n  of t h e  pump tube ' (Figures 4 and 5)  . I t  cons i s t ed  

of a  squared t u b e  with  an ou te r  diameter of 26  c m  and an 

inne r  bore d iameter  of 12 cm. The tube and i t s  plunger were 

e x c e l l e n t l y  preserved w i t h i n  t h e  cargo of casks  beneath t h e  

e x i s t i n g  seabed. The base of t h e  tube w a s  loca ted  nex t  t o  

t h e  pump w e l l  sump, a c i r c u l a r  hole c u t  i n t o  t h e  p o r t  s i d e  

of the  keelson a t  t h e  mast s t e p  (Figure  6) . A r t i f a c t s  found 

wi th in  t h e  we l l  sump cons i s t ed  of a f o o t  v a l v e  and a s soc ia t ed  

l e a t h e r  f l a p p e r .  The wel l  sump and tube  were enclosed by a 

pump w e l l  o r  box which a l s o  extended over a  po r t ion  of t h e  

m a s t  s t ep .  The mast s t e p  was incorporated i n t o  t h e  keelson as 

an expansion of t h e  keelson.  I t  served a s  t h e  base f o r  a 

r ec t angu la r  r e c e s s  c u t  i n t o  t h e  top  of t h e  keelson which 

ac ted  a s  a  type of mor t ice  f o r  t h e  h e e l  of t h e  mast. The 

r e c e s s  w a s  l a r g e  enough t o  a l low f o r  mast adjustment f o r e  and 

a f t .  



Ste rn  

The excavat ion of t h e  s t e r n  was l imi t ed  t o  t h e  r a i s i n g  

of t h e  transom and a pre l iminary  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  

surrounding s t r u c t u r e  t o  a i d  i n  t h e  planning of t h e  1962 

f i e l d  season a t  which time t h e  complete s t e r n  a rea  i s  

expected t o  be f u l l y  excavated.  

The transom was ly ing  f l a t  on t h e  harbour bottom 

loca ted  behind and below t h e  broken end of t h e  s t e r n p o s t .  

I t  cons i s t ed  of f i v e  transom beams reba ted  t o  f i t  over  t h e  

inner  f a c e  of t h e  s t e r n p o s t ,  and a t  l e a s t  seven o u t s i d e  

planks fas tened  t o  t h e  transom beams and s t e r n p o s t  i n  a 

reversed  v-shaped p a t t e r n  known a s  t h e  "square-tuck" 

des ign  t y p i c a l  of t h e  s i x t e e n t h  and e a r l y  seventeenth 

c e n t u r i e s .  The transom was disassembled fol lowing under- 

water record ing  and then brought t o  t h e  su r face  where it 

was reassembled f o r  d r a f t i n g  and photographic recording 

(Figure  7 )  . 
Fur ther  excavation beneath and around t h e  transom has  

revealed a l a r g e  number of s t r u c t u r a l  t imbers  including t h e  

lower end of t h e  p o r t  s i d e  "fashion p iece"  ( a curved t imber ,  

forming one s i d e  of t h e  s t e r n ) ;  a s e c t i o n  of m a s t  o r  yard ,  

frame members, e x t e r i o r  planking,  numerous u n i d e n t i f i e d  

t imbers  and perhaps most important ,  t h e  rudder .  This  

s i g n i f i c a n t  discovery was only p a r t i a l l y  exposed and w i l l  

undergo complete recording and excavat ion i n  1982.  Another 



e x c i t i n g  d i s c o v e r y  was t h e  remains  of a sma l l  b o a t  w i t h  many 

of i t s  p r i n c i p a l  s t r u c t u r a l  e l ements  s t i l l  a s s o c i a t e d .  The 

b o a t ' s  s tem o r  s t e r n p o s t ,  k e e l  and t h e  t h r e e  lower s t r a k e s  

w e r e  a l l  l o c a t e d  more o r  less i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n s .  

Approximately one meter  of t h e  b o a t ' s  l e n g t h  ha s  been un- 

covered w i th  t h e  remaining l e n g t h  l y i n g  benea th  t h e  l a r g e  

rudde r  of t h e  main wreck. While t h e  r e cove ry  may prove t o  

be d i f f i c u l t ,  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  t h e  sma l l  b o a t  and i t s  c o n t e n t s  

r e p r e s e n t  a s e a l e d  Basque c o n t e x t  w i th  ex t remely  h igh  i n t e r -  

p r e t a t i v e  v a l u e .  

Shore Trench 

The excava t i on  of t h e  s h o r e  t r e n c h  which began i n  1980 

was completed i n  1381. The emphasis  th roughout  t h e  excava t i on  

was on s t r a t i g r a p h y ,  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  unders tand  t h e  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p  between t h e  wreck and t h e  Basque s h o r e  s t a t i o n  be ing  

excavated  by J i m  Tuck of Memorial U n i v e r s i t y .  However, it 

soon became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  bo th  t h e  s t r a t i g r a p h i c  d a t a  ( s t r a t a  

and t h e i r  i n t e r f a c e s )  and p l a n  d a t a  ( a r t i f a c t s ,  f e a t u r e s  

and f a u n a l  remains)  w e r e  more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Basque 

occupa t ion  on t h e  l and  s i t e  and r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  i n fo rma t ion  

was be ing  g a t h e r e d  concern ing  t h e  wreck. Th i s  p a t t e r n  

con t inued  i n  1981 w i t h  a  - l a r g e  and d i v e r s i f i e d  c o l l e c t i o n  of 

a r t i f a c t s  and e c o f a c t s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of which appeared t o  be  

secondary  r e f u s e  from t h e  s h o r e  based o p e r a t i o n .  The c o l l e c t i o n s  



cons i s t ed  o f :  f auna l  remains ( represented  by whale bone, 

f i s h  bone, b i r d  bone and a po la r  bear s k u l l )  , l e a t h e r  shoe 

o r  boot fragments,  s t raw mat t ing ,  a p o s s i b l e  s t r aw broom, 

ceramic sherds  , concre t ions ,  cask p a r t s ,  rope ,  smal l  boa t  

p a r t s  and t h e  ever p resen t  earthenware roo f ing  t i l e s .  

S t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y  t h e  shore  t r ench  excavat ion was 

success fu l  i n  ty ing  toge the r  t h e  wreck and d e p o s i t s  from t h e  

shore  s t a t i o n  (F igure  8 ) .  However, t h e r e  appears  t o  be no 

d i r e c t  f u n c t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  two s i t e s .  The 

va r ious  s t r a t a s  uncovered w e r e  formed by d i s c a r d  processes  

involving secondary r e f u s e .  The r e s u l t  was t h e  format ion of 

an  e x c e l l e n t  s t r a t i g r a p h i c  record  i n d i c a t i v e  of events  on 

Saddle I s l a n d .  This  record revealed s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  

pe r iods  of a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  shore  s t a t i o n .  A l a r g e  bui ldup 

of woodchips ( t h e  pro6uct of a lcg-squaring opera t ion)  

represented an i n i t i a l  per iod  of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  followed by 

an ex tens ive  d e p o s i t  of c o d f i s h  bones i n d i c a t i v e  of a 

s u b s t a n t i a l  c o d - s p l i t t i n g  ope ra t ion  contemporaneous wi th  

whaling and f i n a l l y  a l a r g e  amount of rock c o l l a p s e  i n d i c a t i n g  

abandonment. 

Karbour Survey 

This  survey cons i s t ed  of two d i s t i n c t  opera t ions :  a 

free-swimming bottom search  and t h e  p a r t i a l  excavat ion of an 

explora tory  t r ench  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  wharf t rench .  



The free-swimming search  w a s  conducted along t h e  n o r t h  

shore  of Saddle I s l a n d  e a s t  of t h e  wreck s i t e .  I t  included 

t h a t  a r e a  d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  of a major oven complex used by 

t h e  Basques f o r  p rocess ing  whale blubber  i n t o  t r a i n  o i l .  Few 

whale bones were recorded wi th  t h e  except ion  of f i v e  e a r  

bones, a few smal l  s k u l l  p a r t s  and a v e r t e b r a e  fragment. I t  

appeared t h a t  t h e  harbour s i l ts  had long s i n c e  covered any 

no tab le  t r a c e  of t h e  Basque whale bu tcher ing .  The sea rch  

a l s o  loca t ed  a f e w  loose  t imbers  most probably r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

of d r i f t  m a t e r i a l  from t h e  wreck si te.  These t imbers  a l l  

appeared t o  be oak and some showed evidence of f a s t e n i n g s  

( t r e e n a i l s  and n a i l  ho les )  . 
The wharf t r ench  was an exp lo ra to ry  excava t ion  w i t h i n  

t h e  survey area f o r  t h e  purpose of examining t h e  remains of 

a p o s s i b l e  Basque "cu t t i ng - in"  s t a g e  o r  wharf. These 

remains w e r e  v i s i b l e  a long t h e  sho re  of  Saddle I s l a n d  dur ing  

pe r iods  of l o w  t i d e  and cons i s t ed  of p i l e s  of rock b a l l a s t  

and morticed t imbers .  A two meter by s i x  meter g r i d  w a s  

i n s t a l l e d  a few meters  o f f  shore  a t  a depth  of about  t h r e e  

meters. The g r i d  w a s  a l igned  perpendicu la r  t o  t h e  shore  

l i n e  and d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  wooden t imbers .  While 

on ly  one sub-operation,  measuring two meters  by two meters, 

was excavated,  an i n t e r e s t i n g  p a t t e r n  of a r t i f a c t s  p r e s e n t  

and absen t  was observed. The predominant a r t i f a c t s  included 

conc re t ions ,  smal l  wooden a r t i f a c t s  (some of which may be 



smal l  b o a t  p a r t s )  and ear thenware  r o o f i n g  t i l e s .  The 

presence  of c o n c r e t i o n s ,  which appear  i n  r e l a t i v e l y  l e s s e r  

numbers on t h e  wreck s i t e ,  may r e p r e s e n t  t o o l  l o s s  du r ing  

t h e  f l e n s i n g  o p e r a t i o n  i f  t h e  a r e a  w a s  used as a " c u t t i n g -  

i n "  s t a g e .  This  p o s s i b i l i t y  w i l l  be examined wi th  f u r t h e r  

excava t ion  du r ing  t h e  1982 f i e 1 2  season.  

SUWJIRY 

A l l  p r o j e c t  o b j e c t i v e s  were completed w i t h  t h e  

excep t ion  of t h e  benea th-hu l l  survey.  This  p a r t i c u l a r  

o p e r a t i o n  was postponed due t o  t h e  l a c k  of  t ime  i n  r e l a t i o n  

to t h e  l a r g e  number of a r t i f a c t s  be ing  recovered under t h e  

h u l l .  The 1981 f i e l d  season  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  complete 

excavat ion of t h e  v e s s e l ' s  c e n t r a l  h u l l  t h a t  inc luded  

t h e  r eco rd ing  of a l a r g e  number of  c a s k s  and s e v e r a l  impor tan t  

f e a t u r e s  of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e :  mast  step, pump 

tube  and pump w e l l .  The v e s s e l ' s  transom was r a i s e d  and 

recorded a s  w e l l  a s  an a s s o c i a t e d  " f a sh ion  p i e c e " .  Major 

d i s c o v e r i e s  included t h e  s h i p ' s  r udde r ,  a s e c t i o n  of m a s t  

or yard  and a sma l l  boa t .  The sho re  t r e n c h  excava t ion  was 

completed and t h e  harbour  survey cont inued w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  

emphasis p laced on t h e  excava t ion  of a wharf t r e n c h  near  t h e  

hypothesized remains of a " c u t t i n g - i n "  s t a g e .  Archaeo log ica l  

r e s e a r c h  w i l l  con t inue  i n  1982 w i t h  t h e  planned excava t ion  

of t h e  v e s s e l  's s t e r n  and f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  ha rbour ' s  

c u l t u r a l  r e sou rces .  
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FIGURE 1. Structural plan of the w r e c f i s i t e .  (Drawing 
by S .  Epps, Parks Canada.) 



FIGURE 2. P l a n  view of r e c o n s t r u c t e d  c a s k s  i n  t h e  midship  
hold  of t h e  v e s s e l .  The c a s k s  were s t acked  i n  a t  leas t  t h r e e  
l a y e r s  w i t h  each l a y e r  o f f s e t  and between t h e  c a s k s  of ad jac -  
e n t  upper and lower l a y e r s .  (Rrawing by S .  Epps, Parks"Canada.) 



FIGURE 3 .  Cross-structural  reconstruct ion  of the  h u l l  amid- 
s h i p s  showing how casks  would have been stowed i n  t h e  v e s s e l .  
(Drawing by S .  Epps, Parks Canada.) 



FIGURE 4 

Pump tube. (Drawing by S .  Bourque, Parks 
Canada) . 

FIGURE 5 

Cross-section of pump tube showing the  
plunger with broken s h a f t .  (Drawing by S .  
Bourque, Parks Canada). 





FIGURE 6 

The mast step ares of the vessel showing 
the well sump cut into the keelson. (Photo 
by P. Waddell, Parks Canada). 
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FIGURE 7 

Reassembled transom on the  deck o f  the  
research support barge. (Photo by R .  
Grenier, Parks Canada) . 





FIGURE 8 

S t r a t i g r a p h i c  p r o f i l e  drawing l i n k i n g  t h e  
wreck s i t e  w i t h  d e p o s i t s  from Saddle  I s l a n d .  
(Drawing by S.  Bourque, Parks  Canada.) 
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A SURVEY OF UNDERWATER ARCHAEOLOGICAL SHIPWRECK SITES 

ON THE NEWFOUNDLAND COAST 

I. CAPE ST. JOHN TO CAPE BAULD 

The Newfoundland Marine Archaeology Society 

INTRODUCTION 

During the last four field seasons, the Newfoundland 

Marine Archaeology Society (NMAS) has been occupied with 

work on the wrecks of HMS Sapphire sunk in 1696, the 

Marguerite sunk in 1707, and the more extensive excavation 

of a mid-eighteenth century merchant vessel at Trinity, 

Trinity Bay. Accounts of this work can be found in Barber 

(1980), Barber (1981) , and NMAS (1981) . However, since 

the formation of the NMAS in 1972, it was the intention 

of the group to survey other known shipwreck sites of 

potential archaeological or historical importance around the 

Newfoundland coastline. Therefore, the NMAS decided to 

undertake a survey of part of the coastline in what is 

intended to be a continuing project. The locations on 

the northeast and the Northern Peninsula were selected 

because of extensive documentary information and diver 

reports on shipwreck sites in those areas. In addition, 

the NMAS had worked in 1977, 1978 and 1979 in the region 

of Conche, and so had practical knowledge of one of the 



chosen areas (Barber et al., 1979; Barber et al., 1981). 

ORGANIZATION 

A planning committee of the NMAS was charged with the 

task of organizing the project. A proposal was prepared 

by this committee, and submitted to the Historic Resources 

Division, Department of Culture, Recreation and Youth, 

Government of Newfoundland and Labrador. Funding was 

granted for the operation but as these funds were limited, 

the diving activities could only extend over a three week 

period. La Scie, Conche, and Quirpon, were chosen as the 

three bases of operation. A Project Director was appointed 

but, apart from this person, all other workers on the 

expedition were unpaid volunteers. The NMAS now has members 

throughout Newfoundland, and personnel came from Argentia, 

Corner Brook, Eastport, Glovertown, the St. John's area, 

and Trinity. Seventeen persons were involved in the survey, 

two of these being support personnel. A permit was issued 

by the Historic Resources Division for underwater ex- 

ploration and excavation in the proposed areas. 

DIVING ACTIVITIES 

The field operations ran from August 1 to August 23. 

During that period 189 person-dives were undertaken, for a 

total of 116.3 person-hours spent underwater. The majority 

of the diving time was used in searching (48%) or in 



surveying sites (31%), Other diving activities under- 

taken included photography, artifact retrieval and 

orientation on sites. Since the approximate locations of 

most of the shipwreck sites were already known, the major 

areas searched were the entrance to the harbour at La Scie, 

and in Martinique Bay, Conche. 

A swimline search method was used to investigate 

selected areas. Specially made reels, prepared lines, and 

buoys were available for this activity. 

Eight percent of the underwater time was spent on 

underwater photography. All the major sites were ex- 

tensively photographed on colour and black and white films, 

Three inflatable boats with outboard engines were 

available for use by the divers. A 17 ft. Avon inflatable 

with a 40 hp engine and a 14 ft. Mirage inflatable with a 

20 hp engine were mainly used. A long-liner and a trap 

skiff were hired at Conche and St, Lunaire respectively, 

for longer journeys out to sea or along the coast. Two 

air compressors were available throughout the operation for 

filling SCUBA tanks. 

Since searches were to be undertaken in deeper water 

(30m), the potential for diving accidents was increased and 

so extra precautions had to be taken. The U.S. Navy 

standard air decompression tables were used, and a surface 

log of bottom times was recorded. This ensured that the 

appropriate safe times in the tables were followed. In 



addition, depth guages were used by all divers and bottom 

timers were worn by the inner and outer of three divers 

on a search line. A minimum surface interval of two 

hours was applied to any dive exceeding a depth of 20 

meters. A maximum diving depth of 30 meters was allowed 

and the maximum bottom time at this depth was limited to 

17 minutes. Special attention had to be given to these 

safety precautions for the searches made in Martinique Bay, 

Conche, where the 'no stop' decompression limits were 

approached. No serious diving incidents occurred, but there 

were some cases of seasickness and a few other minor 

problems. 

DIVING SITES 

Eleven different sites were dived upon; the main 

locations mentioned in this report are given in Figure 1. 

Details of each site are presented as follows: 

A. Coachman's Cove (lat. 50' 03'N Long. 56O 06' 30" W) 

This sjte was close to the shore and consisted of four 

cannon located in 615 m depth of water. The cannon varied 

in length from 2.1 to 2.8 m and were badly abraded. No 

significant artifacts or parts of a ship's hull were present, 

although the site is thought to be the remains of a ship- 

wreck. The site was surveyed and photographed. The NMAS 

has no documentary information that details a vessel 



as having been lost at Coachman's Cove and so the 

identity of the vessel is uncertain. Knowledge of the 

presence of the cannon was given to the NMAS by Mr. D. 

Walsh (see Wa!..sh, 1980). 

b. La Scie Harbour (Lat. 4g0 57' 45"N) Long. 55O 36' 33"W) 

Documentary sources indicate that HMS Quebec, a Royal 

Navy armed schooner, was lost at La Scie on September 11, 1775. 

A French brig was probably lost at the same time. Other 

documentary sources report that a French ship was lost at 

La Scie in 1768. The records detailing the loss of - HMS 

Quebec gave a likely location for the remains of this vessel. 

A search was undertaken, and part of the side of a ship's 

hull was found in 15 m of water in a cove at the southwest 

side of the entrance to the harbour. The extent of the 

exposed timbers was 6.2 m long by a maximal width of 2.4 

m (Figure 2). The planking was attached with squareheaded 

iron spikes and wooden trenails. However, no significant 

artifacts were found on the site. This old wooden hull 

is possibly from one of the vessels mentioned earlier. 

The cove was thorounhly searched by divers, but only 

scattered timbers, and stray artifacts were observed. 

c. The Marguerite, Martinique Bay, Conche (Lat. 50° 54' 24'N 

long. 55O 53' 54"~) Conch b r e d  * ETA$-  '5 

This site was briefly visited and re-photographed. 



The site is believed to be that of the Marguerite, a 

French vessel, that was set on fire and scuttled 

by her crew in 1707. A survey and trial excavation 

were made on the site by NMAS personnel in 1977 and 1978 

(Barber et al., 1979; Barber et al., 1981). The site 

consists of a ballast pile, twenty-two cannon and some 

associated artifacts. 

d. Martinique Bay, Conche 

Further diver searches were made for the Murinet, 

also lost in 1707 (Barber et al., 1981). The search area 

was near to the main anchorage point, seen on old charts 

of the area. No wreck site was found' although numerous 

artifacts were noted such as sheaves, sherds of butterpots, 

and other coarse earthenware storage jars. A sherd of blue/ 

grey stoneware of typical french manufacture was retrieved. 

e. Southwest Crouse (Lat. 50° 54' 12"N Long. 55O 53' 24"W) g<Ax-'/- 
W r e c 4  a 
A wooden shipwreck, located at the edge of the main 

mooring area off the main wharf at Southwest Crouse, was 

examined and photographed. This wreck was first seen by 

NMAS divers in 1978 (Barber et al., 1981). The wreck lies 

in 7.5 m of water. The hull is fastened with copper bolts, 

and square cross-section copper spikes and nails. Deadeyes 

and strapping, lead sheeting and lead pipes, and many red 

and grey/beige bricks were visible. Three pieceslof copper 



nails and one fragment of green blown glass were retrieved. 

The wreck is believed to date from the mid to late nine- 

? teenth or early twentieth century. 

&''< f. Northeast Crouse (Lat. 50° 55' 36l.N Long. 55O 51' 24l.W) 

This site was first dived on by NMAS personnel in 

1978, and was found via local knowledge. Wreck material 

was located in depths ranging from 5 m to 28 m, the greatest 

depth reached. Eighteen cannon all over 2m in length, 

were found on the site; however, the finds were scattered 

and a thick growth of seaweed covered much of the area so 

other cannon could have been missed. A large anchor was 

located in deeper water. Sections of the ship's timbers, 

sheaves, bricks, iron shot, lead sheeting, lead weights 

and jiggers and lead shot were noted. Six lead artifacts 

were retrieved. The site was fully photographed and 

surveyed. While the identity of the shipwreck is uncertain, 

it could be a French ship recorded to have been lost in 

September, 1766 (Barber et al., 1981). 

g. French Cove(or Grey Island Harbour) on Bell Island, Grey 

Islands (lat. 50° 44' 30"N Lona. 55O 37' 48" W) 

\ A day expedition to the site was made by three divers 
1 

and one support person. Local knowledge led to the rapid 

If) location of the site, on the northwest side of the tickle 
\I 



at the entrance to French Cove. Four cannon were located at 

at the foot of an underwater cliff and these varied in 

length from 2.1 m to 2.2 m. A large section of the hull 

was found near the middle of the tickle in 9 m of water. 

The hull remains were 6.4 m long by 2.2 to 4.2 m in 

width. No artifacts were found on the site, but the lack 

of animal or plant growth on the ship's timbers suggests 

that the hull is regularly covered and re-exposed. This 

action may have resulted in the burial of artifacts beneath 

the sand. The identity of the wreck is unknown, although 

it is thought to date from the eighteenth century. 

~3fL-5 h. Quirpon Harbour (Lat. 51° 34' 51"N Long. 55O 26' 24"W) 

- Wf-k * 1 This wreck site was located via local knowledge. It 

is very neaf to the shore in depths from 6 m to 7.5 m. 

Strohg currents that are common for several days at a 

time were a problem in working on the site. The wreck 

consists of four cannon, and part of a wooden hull which 

is largely covered with silt. Seventeen artifacts were 

retrieved from the area of the site. Some of them were 

clearly identified as being of French origin. Documentary 

sources show that a French ship was lost at . ~ u i r ~ o n  in 

1768, and another vessel, the Neptune, was reported lost 

in 1775. The wreck could be either of these ships. 
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g ; h -  \ i. St. Lunaire (Lat. 51° 2 9 '  36"N Long. 55O 2 7 '  15" W) 

Since rough water conditions were anticipated, this 

site was reached by way of a trap skiff from the community 

of St. Lunaire. Local knowledge was used to locate the 

site, although Mr. D. Walsh had previously dived on the 

site (Walsh 1980). The wreck material was found within 

15 m of the shore, at the foot of an underwater cliff, 

in 7 . 5  m to 9 m depth of water. Seventeen cannon were 

located, many of them badly abraded. This was probably 

caused by the water movement in this very exposed location 

or by ice scouring. Numerous concreted iron shot were 

found, and some wood was present. A lead weight and a 

lead jigger were retrieved. No documentary information is 

available to assist in the identification of the site 

but it is likely to be an eighteenth century vessel. 

j. Other Sites 

Two other underwater sites were examined on the 

expedition. An isolated cannon was found in a cove near 

Crouse Harbour, and part of Grands Galets Bay, Quirpon 

Island, was searched. No shipwrecks were found at either 

of these locations. 

CONCLUSIONS 

It can be seen that extensive new information was 

obtained on numerous sites on the northeast and Northern 



Peninsula coasts. Information still has to be fully 

compiled and evaluated but it is already clear that 

farther investigation of certain sites would be 

warranted. Priority for further investigation should 

be given to the Quirpon and Northeast Crouse sites. This 

is indicated by the sheltered location or depth of these 

sites and the extensive number of artifacts visible. 

Future surveys will no doubt add further sites of archae- 

ological or historical interest to the list of sites that 

need further investigation and/or legal protection. 
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FIGURES 2 & 3 

F i g u r e  2: An underwater  photograph 
l ook ing  a long  t h e  wooden h u l l  o f  t h e  
La S c i e  shipwreck s i te  (Courtesy:  V. C. 
Ea rbe r )  . 

F i g u r e  3: An underwater  photograph 
o f  f o u r  o f  t h e  cannon on t h e  S t .  Luna i re  
shipwreck s i t e  (Courtesy:  V. C. B a r b e r ) .  





1981 F i e l d  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a t  t h e  F l e u r  d e  Lys Soaps tcne  Q u a r r y ,  

Baie  V e r t e  , Newfoundland 

Chr i s t ophe r  Nagle 

Department of  Anthropology 

Brande i s  U n i v e r s i t y  

For two weeks d u r i n g  t h o  l a t e  summer of  1981, f i e l d  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w e r e  under taken  a t  t h e  a b o r i g i n a l  soaps tone  

q u a r r y  i n  t h e  town of F l e u r  d e  Lys, on  t h e  no r thwes t e rn  s i d e  

of  Ba ie  V e r t e  p e n i n s u l a  i n  n o r t h e r n  Newfoundland. The F l e u r  

d e  Lys q u a r r y ,  as d e s c r i b e d  below, c o n s i s t s  of a number of 

l o c a l i t i e s  where soaps tone  was mined t o  o b t a i n  b locky p re forms  

d e s t i n e d  f o r  l a t e r  f i n i s h i n g  i n t o  soaps tone  v e s s e l s  o f  v a r i o u s  

shapes  and s i z e s .  The e x t a n t  workings t a k e  t h e  form of 

numerous d e p r e s s i o n s  or removal  s c a r s  where preforms were 

de tached  from t h e  soaps tone  mass,  and by o v a l  and r e c t a n g u l a r  

preforms i n  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  of t h e  c a r v i n g  p r o c e s s  s t i l l  

a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  mass. T h i s  q u a r r y  i s  p r e s e n t l y  unique i n  t h e  

p rov ince  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  ev idence  of  methods of  

soaps tone  e x t r a c t i o n  and t e chn iques  used i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  

s t a g e s  of v e s s e l  manufac tu re ,  most  l i k e l y  by Dor se t  Palaeo-  

Eskimo a r t i s a n s .  

Anthropo log ica l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  remarkable  q n a r r y  h a s  

had a long  h i s t o r y .  One p o r t i o n  of  t h e  q u a r r y  was i l l u s t r a t e d  



e a r l y  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c en tu ry  by Eowley (1915: Pla te  X X X I I ) ,  

who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Beothuck I n d i a n s  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

i n d u s t r y  t h e r e .  L a t e r ,  Wintemberg showed ano the r  s e c t i o n  

of t h e  qua r ry  photographed by J ennes s ,  and came t o  t h e  

conc lu s ion  t h a t  t h e  ca rved  soaps tone  c l i f f  a t  F l e u r  d e  Lys 

w a s  t h e  work of Dorse t  Eskimos (1940: P l a t e  X V ( 1 )  , 319) .  

More r e c e n t l y ,  Linnamae, who v i s i t e d  t h e  q u a r r y  b r i e f l y  i n  

1967, has  suggested (1975:206-208) t h a t  soaps tone  found a t  

t h e  nearby P i t tman  Dorse t  s i t e  o c  Sop ' s  I s l a n d  i n  White Bay 

i s  s i m i l a r  i n  appearance  t o  m a t e r i a l  from F l e u r  d e  Lys and 

may have d e r i v e d  from t h e r e .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  a  c a s t  

d e p i c t i n g  t h e  s e c t i o n  of t h e  c l i f f  f a c e  shown by Wintemberg 

i s  on d i s p l a y  i n  t h e  Newfoundland Musewn i n  S t .  J o h n ' s .  

Desp i t e  long-s tanding i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  q u a r r y ,  t h e  

a b o r i g i n a l  workings t h e r e  have never  been s y s t e m a t k c a l l y  

s t u d i e d  o r  documented. The work r e p o r t e d  h e r e  was under taken 

t o  f i l l  t h i s  l acuna ,  w i th  t h e  fo l l owing  o b j e c t i v e s :  

1) Conduct l i m i t e d  tes t  excava t i ons  and a d e t a i l e d  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of  q u a r r i e d  a r e a s  i n  o r d e r  t o :  

a)  conf i rm t h e  p robab le  Dorse t  a f f i l i a t i o n  of q u a r r y  

u s e r s ;  

b )  recover  t o o l s  used i n  qua r ry ing  o p e r a t i o n s ;  

c )  r e c o n s t r u c t  methods of soaps tone  e x t r a c t i o n ;  

d )  r ecove r  evidence of i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  of v e s s e l  

manufacture  . 



2 )  Photcgraph and map t h e  q u a r r i e d  a r e a s .  

3 )  A s s e s s  t h e  e x t e n t  of damage t o  t h e  s i t e .  

4 )  Car ry  o u t  geo log ica l .  sampling o f  t.he soaps tone  ou t c rop .  

With c e r t a i n  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s t a t e d  below, most  o b j e c t i v e s  of 

t h e  f i e l d  program w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a t t a i n e d .  F i e l d  work 

produced s e v e r a l  ma jor ,  b u t  p l e a s a n t  s u r p r i s e s :  1) t h e  s i z e  

of t h e  q u a r r y  i s  much l a r g e r  t han  p r e v i o u s l y  repor ted- - the  

main q u a r r i e d  ou t c rop  approaches  200  meters i n  l e n g t h ,  and 

o t h e r  l o c a l i t i e s  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  town t h a t  had been worked 

a s  w e l l ;  2 )  deep,  i n - s i t u  d e p o s i t s  of  s p o i l  o r  t a i l i n g s  i c  

front of q u a r r i e d  l o c a l i t i e s  y i e l d e d  numerous t o o l s  used t o  

work t h e  soaps tone ;  3 )  da:nsge t o  t h e  s i t e  was much less t h a n  

expected  . 
I n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  q u a r r i e d  a r e a s  a r e  

p r e s e n t e d ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of qua r ry ing  methods 

and t h e  t o o l s  used i n  t h i s  endeavor .  

DATING 

F i e l d  work a t  t h e  q u a r r y  c o n t r i b u t e d  l i t t l e  t h a t  i s  n o t  

a l r e a d y  known ( o r  n o t  known) abou t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a f  f i l i a t i o n  (s) 

of g roups  who e x p l o i t e d  t h e  soaps tone .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  

n e g a t i v e  ev idence  weighs pe rhaps  more t h a n  it should  on t h e  

i s s u e .  No l i t h i c  t o o l s  d i a g n o s t i c  of  Dor se t ,  o r  any o t h e r  

c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  w e r e  r ecovered  from t e s t  p i t s ,  and no 



p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  have been r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Baie  

V e r t e  p en in su l a .  

Although soaps tone  was a n  impor t an t  l i t h i c  n a t e r i a l  t o  

t h e  peop l e s  of  s e v e r a l  p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  

Newfoundland and Labrador ,  beginping i n  La t e  Var i t ime Archaic  

t i m e s  when it was ca rved  i n t o  plummets, it was most e x t e n s i v e l y  

u t i l i z e d  i n  Palaeo-Eskimo and Neo--Eskimo t i m e s ,  when it w a s  

f ash ioned  i n t o  lamps and cooking p o t s  o r  bowls. Eased on our  

knowledge of f i n i s h e d  Dcr se t  v e s s e l  shapes  and s i z e s ,  and t h e i r  

correspondence w i t h  t h e  workings a t  F l e u r  d e  Lys, it seems 

v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  qua r ry ing  t h e r e  was c a r r i e d  o u t  

e x c l u s i v e l y  by Dorse t  peop le ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  view of t h e  

absence of any known Neo-Eskimo occupa t ions  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of 

Newfoundland. EIowley's (1915:338 and Lloyd ' s  (1876:229) 

s t a t e m e n t s  no tw i th s t and ing ,  t h e r e  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  no ev idence  

f o r  Beothuck u t i l i z a t i o n  of soaps tone ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  v e s s e l s  

which appear  t o  have been c o n s t r u c t e d  from bark  a l o n e .  

Although Maritime Archaic  I n d i a n  u s e  of t h e  soaps tone  a t  

F l e u r  d e  Lys f o r  plummets i s  conce ivab l e ,  no ev idence  f o r  

t h i s  w a s  ob t a ined  from t h e  survey  and t e s t  excava t i ons .  

Perhaps t h e  most t h a t  c an  be s a i d  now i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

no r ea son  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  q u a r r y  i s  any th ing  else b u t  

a Dorse t  soaps tone  quar ry .  Testimony i n  s u p p o r t  of t h i s  

a s s e r t i o n  i n c l u d e s  preform morphology and t h e  u s e  of a 



c o n s i s t e n t  and uniform technology i n  working t h e  soaps tone  

d e p o s i t s .  F u t u r e  work w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  r e f i n e  t h i s  a s s e r t i o n  

and, more i n p o r t a n t l y ,  p r o v i d e  some i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  l e n g t h  

of t h i s  t h e  q u a r r y  was i n  u s e ,  which must have been s a m e  

hundreds of y e a r s .  

DESCRIPTION OF QUARRIED LOCALITIES - 
L o c a l i t y  1 

I n  F l e u r  de Lys, a b o r i g i n a l l y  worked d e p o s i t s  of 

soaps tone  a r e  known i n  a t  l e a s t  two d i s c r e t e  l o c a l i t i e s  abou t  

3 km a p a r t  on t h e  e a s t e r n  and wes t e rn  s i d e s  of  town 

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The main workings are found on  t h e  e a s t e r n  

s i d e  of  town where soaps tone  o u t c r o p s  a long  t h e  e a s t e r n  margin  

of  a  bedrock r i d g e  t h a t  ex t ends  from t h e  w a t e r ' s  edge on t h e  

n o r t h e r n  s i d e  of  t h e  ha rbour  northward f o r  a  d i s t a n c e  of  500 

meters. Th i s  zone is  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  L o c a l i t y  1. 

The bu lk  of  p r e h i s t o r i c  q u a r r y i n g  a c t i v i t y  a t  L o c a l i t y  1 

was con f ined  t o  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  o u t c r o p  n o r t h  of t h e  road ,  and 

t o  s e v e r a l  ve ry  l a r g e  b o u l d e r s  of soaps tone  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  

v a l l e y  20 t o  30 meters e a s t  of t h e  main ou t c rop .  Along t h e  

ou t c rop ,  q u a r r y i n g  t a k e s  t h e  form of a d i s c o n t i n u o u s  ser,ies of 

i n t e n s i v e l y  worked a r e a s  (Groups A-F) spaced over  a  d i s t a n c e  

of abou t  200 meters* Although t h e r e  i s  ev idence  of 

i s o l a t e d  v e s s e l  preform c u t t i n g  d i s t r i b u t e d  ove r  n e a r l y  t h e  



e n t i r e  length  of t h e  ou tc rop ,  t h e r e  is  a s t rong  tendency f o r  

preforms and removal s c a r s  t o  be  c l u s t e r e d  toge the r  i n  d i s c r e t e  

groups.  To a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  of a v a i l a b l e  m a t e r i a l  

must have determined i n  p a r t  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  of worked a r e a s ,  

bu t  beyond t h a t  t h e r e  were probably a l s o  cornpelling techno- 

l o g i c a l  reasons  t o  work ad jacen t  a r e a s  of t h e  rock  (d i scussed  

below).  

Mounds of t a i l i n g s  o r  s p o i l  from quarrying ope ra t ions  

of an u n c e r t a i n  depth  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  varying q u a n t i t i e s  i n  f r o n t  

of a l l  worked a r e a s .  Although t h e s e  t a i l i n g s  c o n t a i n  broken 

quar ry ing  t o o l s  and p i eces  of worked soapstone inva luab le  f o r  

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s  of how t h e  soapstone was worked, t h e i r  presence 

a l s o  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  magnitude of quarrying 

ope ra t ions  along each a r e a  of t h e  ou tc rop ,  s i n c e  i n  many 

cases  t h e  base of t h e  worked c l i f f  extends below p r e s e n t  

ground l e v e l ,  marked by t h e  t o p s  of t a i l i n g  p i l e s .  

Work dur ing  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was focussed c h i e f l y  on 

Groups A-C, which r e p r e s e n t  a r e a s  of t h e  h i g h e s t  concen t r a t ion  

of preform carv ing .  These groups were a l s o  t h e  most a c c e s s i b l e  

t o  s tudy s i n c e  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  outcrop he re  

is  g r a s s ,  t h e  ground having been c l e a r e d  some y e a r s  ago. 

More nor thern  groups D-F are d i f f i c u l t  t o  reach  due t o  dense 

shrub  spruce vege ta t ion  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  ou tc rop .  A b r i e f  

examination of t h e s e  a r e a s  d i d  n o t  d i s c l o s e  any apparen t  



d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  qua r ry ing  remains  between 

t h e s e  ar.d o t h e r  L o c a l i t y  1 groups .  

The q u a r r i e d  a.rea encompassed by Groups A , B ,  and C 

was mapped and photographed,  and a comprehensive t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

s t udy  was conducted o f  v i s i b l e  removal s c a r s  and preforms i n  

t h e s e  g roups ,  which inc luded  g a t h e r i n g  a t t r i b u t e  d a t a  on each  

of 2 3 0  measurable  scers o r  preforms.  Two t e s t  p i t s  w e r e  

excavated i n t o  t h e  t a i l i n g s  a t  t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  c l i f f ,  one a t  

Group A ,  and t h e  o t h e r  a t  Group B. Both produced c o n s i d e r a b l e  

ev idence  of t h e  t ypes  of  l i t h i c  t o o l s  used i n  qua r ry ing  

o p e r a t i o n s ,  i n  a  m a t r i x  c o n s i s t i n g  of soaps tone  d u s t ,  and 

small t o  medium-,sized chunks of  soaps tone  d e b i t a g e .  Cisap- 

p o i n t i n g l y  few fragments  o f  ~ a r t l y - w o r k e d  v e s s e l  r e j e c t s  

w e r e  found,  which s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i f  any secondary soaps tone  

r e d u c t i o n  s t a t i o n  e x i s t s  n e a r t y ,  it i s  probably  n o t  l o c a t e d  

n e a r  t h e  c l i f f  f a c e .  No E o r s e t  h a b i t a t i o n  sites o r  soap- 

s t o n e  p roces s ing  s i t e s  were l o c a t e d  du r ing  a l i m i t e d  amount 

of  su rvey ing  around t h e  harbour ,  and none have been p r e v i o u s l y  

r e p o r t e d  from t h e  r eg ion .  

Group A 

Quarry ing  i n  t h i s  a r e a  is  r e p r e s e n t e d  by 7 3  removal s c a r s  

o r  preforms a long a n i n e  meter p o r t i o n  of t h e  ou tc rop .  A t  

t h e  sou the rn  end of t h i s  group ( P l a t e  lA), s c a r s  r e a c h  about  



t h r e e  meters  above t h e  t o p  of t h e  t a i l i n g s ,  which a r e  h e r e  

es t imated  t o  be  about 1 .5  m deep. The c e n t r e  of Group A i s  

dominated by a two meter deep c a v i t y  caused by t h e  f a l l  of a 

l a r g e  block of soapstone from t h e  c l i f f  f a c e .  The unders ide  

of t h i s  f a l l  block (ba re ly  v i s i b l e  a t  one end) has  been worked, 

whi le  t h e  c a v i t y  w a l l  has  no t - - th i s  block must have f a l l e n  

subsequent t o  most of t h e  quar ry ing  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

The nor thern  end of Group A c o n s i s t s  of a v i r t u a l  two by two 

meter a d i t ,  extending two meters  deep i n t o  t h e  ou tc rop ,  

c r e a t e d  by success ive  ep isodes  of preform carv ing .  A tes t  

p i t  h e r e  revea led  an egg-shaped " g r o t t o "  ( P l a t e  1 B )  w i th  

removal s c a r s  and f o u r  p a r t i a l l y  completed preforms e n t i r e l y  

cover ing t h e  r e a r  v e r t i c a l  f a c e ,  curving down onto  t h e  " f l o o r " ,  

and p a r t i a l l y  back up t o  t h e  f r o n t  e x t e r i o r  opening. The 

southern  edge of t h e  g r o t t o  has been terminated by t h e  f a l l  

block descr ibed  above. 

Group B 

Group B c o n s i s t s  of two subgroups of ca rv ings  sepa ra t ed  

by a l a r g e  deep c rack  i n  t h e  ou tc rop ,  s e v e r a l  meters  sou th  

of Group A. There a r e  119 v i s i b l e  removal scars and preforms 

on t h e  fac t  of B-North ( P l a t e  2A) .  extending n ine  meters from 

t h e  no r th  end a t  ground l e v e l  on t h e  t o p  of t h e  t a i l i n g s ,  t o  

a h e i g h t  of 2.7 m above t h e  t a i l i n g s  on t h e  south .  The f a c e  of  



t h e  ou tc rop  has been undercut  t o  an average dep th  of 80 c m  

(vary ing  between 40 and 125 an). T a i l i n g  dep th  i n  f r o n t  of 

B-North i s  es t imated  t o  average about  one m e t e r .  Everywhere 

a long t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  worked ou tc rop ,  removals extend 

below t h e  t o p  of t h e  t a i l i n g  p i l e s .  A one by one meter tes t  

p i t  excavated a t  t h e  extreme no r the rn  end of B-North produced 

l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of soaps tone  d e b i t a g e  and numerous f ragments  

of hard rock quar ry ing  t o o l s .  The bottom of t h e  worked f a c e  

of t h e  ou tc rop  was n o t  reached i n  t h i s  tes t  p i t ,  which was 

excavated t o  a dep th  of -1.10 m below s u r f a c e  (and had t o  be 

c u r t a i l e d  f o r  t i m e  l i m i t a t i o n s ) .  This  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t ,  a t  

l e a s t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of t h e  quar ry  (and q u i t e  poss ib ly  i n  o t h e r  

a r e a s  as w e l l ) ,  e s t i m a t e s  of t a i l i n g  dep th  and t h e  lower l i m i t  

of t h e  worked c l i f f  f a c e  a r e  conse rva t ive .  

Group B-South ( P l a t e  2B) is  an i s o l a t e d  s i x  meter long 

mass of  soapstone t h r e e  meters sou th  of B-North, w i th  

approximately 79 v i s i b l e  s c a r s  o r  preforms.  The c a r v i n g s  

reached a h e i g h t  of 2.5 m above t h e  s p o i l  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and 

removals extend down below t h e  s u r f a c e .  The t a i l i n g s  he re  a r e  

es t imated  t o  be  about  1.5 m deep.  The f a c e  of t h e  ou tc rop  

has  been undercu t  an average of 1.0 m ( ranging  from 85 t o  

115 c m ) .  The sou thern  edge of B-South is  g r a d u a l l y  being 

bur ied  by t a l u s  eroding from bedrock behind t h e  ou tc rop .  



Group C 

Between Groups B and C ,  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  18 meters, t h e  

soaps tone  ou t c rop  i s  badly  broken up and p a r t i a l l y  covered 

by bedrock t a l u s .  Group C ( P l a t e  3 A )  c o n s i s t s  of  33 removal 

scars cover ing  t h e  f a c e  of a block of  soaps tone  about  two meters 

high and 14 meters long.  Because of i t s  exposed p o s i t i o n ,  

a  c e r t a i n  amount of e r o s i o n  of preform s c a r s  is  e v i d e n t  i n  

t h i s  group. T a i l i n g s  i n  f r o n t  of Group C a r e  very  shal low.  

Groups D-F 

The L o c a l i t y  1 ou tc rop  ex tends  n o r t h  of Group A about  

ano the r  100 meters, through heavy sp ruce  undergrowth, b e f o r e  

d i s appea r ing  underground. Br i e f  and d i f f i c u l t  r econna isance  

a t  t h e  no r the rn  end of t h e  ou t c rop  r evea l ed  more o r  less 

cont inuous ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  evidence of qua r ry ing ,  i nc lud ing  a t  

least t h r e e  more s i z e a b l e  d i s c r e t e  c l u s t e r s  of  preform ca rv ings .  

These cou ld  on ly  be  c u r s o r i l y  examined, b u t  each c o n s i s t e d  

of from 20 t o  30 removal s c a r s  and preforms cover ing  s e v e r a l  

meters a long  t h e  ou tc rop ,  w i t h  t h e  base  of t h e  worked f a c e  

obscured by t a i l i n g s .  F u r t h e r  s tudy  of  t h e  qua r ry  i n  t h i s  

d i r e c t i o n  would c e r t a i n l y  e n t a i l  c l e a r i n g  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  

growth of  sp ruce  from t h e  worked f a c e .  

Modern damage t o  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c a l l y  q u a r r i e d  a r e a s  of 

t h e  L o c a l i t y  1 ou tc rop  i s  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  was s u r p r i s i n g l y  less 



than  expected,  given t h e  s i t e  l o c a t i o n  and t h e  s o f t n e s s  of 

t h e  rock.  Many i n i t i a l s  have been carved i n t o  t h e  soapstone 

by young r e s i d e n t s  and by v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  s i t e ,  b u t  f o r t u n a t e l y  

fewer on t h e  worked f a c e  of t h e  c l i f f  than  on unworked " f a l l "  

s l a b s  p resen t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  outcrop.  Pecking damage is  more 

pervas ive ,  and i s  v i s i b l e  a s  w h i t i s h  marks where t h e  p a t i n a  

of t h e  rock has been removed. More massive damage (wholesale 

breakage o r  s h a t t e r i n g )  is g e n e r a l l y  q u i t e  l i m i t e d ,  al though 

an occas iona l  sharp  p r o j e c t i o n  of t h e  worked f a c e  has  been 

broken o f f  by b a t t e r i n g .  The wors t  damage i s  loca ted  i n  a 

smal l  a r e a  of Group B-North, near  ground l e v e l ,  where a 

roughly 75 cm square  zone of t h e  worked f a c e  has been system- 

a t i c a l l y  p r i e d  o f f  a long t h e  l i n e  of a n a t u r a l  c rack ,  completely 

des t roying  f i v e  o r  s ix ' r emova l  s c a r s .  The heavy vege ta t ion  

surrounding t h e  nor thern  groups D-F has probably helped 

minimize damage t o  t h i s  a r e a  of t h e  quarry.  

Loca l i ty  2 

Soapstone a l s o  outcrops on t h e  western s i d e  of town, 

and s e v e r a l  massive boulders  detached from t h e  main outcrop  

t h e r e  have been u t i l i z e d .  These boulders  occur on t h e  s l o p e  

above t h e  Quigley s t a g e  and down t o  t h e  water.  This  a r e a  i s  

r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Loca l i ty  2 .  



U t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  soaps tone  boulders  t h u s  f a r  known 

from L o c a l i t y  2 i s  o r d e r s  of  magnitude less than  a t  t h e  L o c a l i t y  

1 outcrop--the removal scars and preforms a t  L o c a l i t y  2 

nymber less than  50. However, based on t h e  r e s u l t s  of  our  

survey  i n  town, it appears  t h a t  soaps tone  was worked n e a r l y  

everywhere it was a c c e s s i b l e  i n  F l e u r  d e  Lys. More complete 

survey of t h e  town, p a r t i c u l a r l y  around t h e  wes t e rn ,  L o c a l i t y  

2 ou tc rop ,  would probably  r e v e a l  o t h e r  u t i l i z e d  a r e a s .  A t  

t h i s  t i m e ,  however, it seems u n l i k e l y  t h a t  any a r e a  a s  

e x t e n s i v e l y  worked a s  L o c a l i t y  1 e x i s t s  t h a t  h a s  n o t  been 

l o c a t e d ,  s i n c e  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  k i d s ,  are 

aware of where l a r g e  g roups  of "carv ings"  a r e  t o  b e  found. 

PREHISTORIC INDUSTRY 

Quar ry ing  Tools 

One problem w i t h  i d e n t i f y i n g  t o o l s  used i n  a b o r i g i n a l  

qua r ry ing  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  t h a t  t hey  seldom correspond t o ,  o r  

even resemble,  t h e  more fo rmal ized  t o o l  t ypes  p r e h i s t o r i c  

people  used i n  everyday s u b s i s t e n c e  o r  manufactur ing a c t i v i t i e s  

t h a t  are found i n  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  h a b i t a t i o n  si tes.  Because t hey  

r e c e i v e  hard  u s e  and wear o u t  qu i ck ly ,  qua r ry ing  t o o l s  a r e  

f r e q u e n t l y  only  e x p e d i t i o u s l y  shaped rock f ragments  g iven  

enough t r ea tmen t  t o  make them s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  t a s k  a t  hand. 



A t  F l e u r  d e  Lys, i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of soapstone quar ry ing  

t o o l s  w a s  g r e a t l y  a ided  by p r i o r  s tudy  of t h e  cogent  evidence 

of v a r i o u s  t echno log ica l  s t e p s  i n  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  process  

preserved on t h e  worked c l i f f  f a c e .  This  evidence enabled 

p r e d i c t i o n  o f ,  f o r  example, l i k e l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of working 

edge c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  which l e d  t o  more c a r e f u l  s c r u t i n y  of 

p o t e n t i a l  t o o l s  from among t h e  hundreds of r a t h e r  amorphous 

rock fragments found w i t h i n  t h e  soapstone t a i l i n g s .  T e s t  

excava t ions  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  recovery of 134 l i t h i c  t o o l s  and 

t o o l  f ragments  t h a t  a r e  be l i eved  t o  have been employed i n  

quar ry ing  ope ra t ions .  No t o o l s  made of o rgan ic  m a t e r i a l s  

w e r e  found. 

Analys i s  of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  n o t  complete,  b u t  a 

summary of some of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t ypes  of quar ry ing  t o o l s  

and t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  can  be provided.  S t eps  i n  t h e  preform 

ca rv ing  process  a r e  d i scus sed  i n  t h e  nex t  s e c t i o n .  Seve ra l  

t ypes  of s c r a p e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  dominant c l a s s  of quar ry ing  

t o o l s  a t  t h e  s i t e  ( P l a t e  4:a-c); most of t h e s e  have been 

fashioned from t h i n ,  t a b u l a r  s l a b s  of a hard a r e n i t i c  rock 

found i n  t h e  neighbo;ing bedrock,  and a l l  possess  a char-  

a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  a c u t e  working edge. Tabular  s c r a p e r s  were 

used wi th  a c i r c u l a r  drawing motion t o  remove material from 

around an  intended preform. Hammerstones, of v a r i o u s  s i z e s ,  



wi th  bo th  end and s i d e  p i t t i n g ,  were a l s o  common. These were 

appa ren t ly  used i n  pecking o p e r a t i o n s  t o  remove l a r g e  masses 

of material, and as hammers t o  d r i v e  o t h e r  t o o l s .  C h i s e l s ,  

p i c k s  and wedges ( P l a t e  4:d,e)  have been t e n t a t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  

on t h e  b a s i s  of form, b u t  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of some of t h e s e  t o o l s  

may have overlapped wi th  s c r a p e r s .  Only two fragments  of 

a b lu i sh-grey  c h e r t  w e r e  found. ~ 0 t h  appear t o  be  

ve ry  worn b i t s  from in fo rma l ly  shaped sc rap ing  t o o l s ,  and 

may r e p r e s e n t  r e j u v e n a t i o n  f l a k e s  from resharpening .  Four 

po lyhedra l  fragments of  c l e a r  q u a r t z ,  each about  two an long,  

were a l s o  recovered,  t h r e e  i n  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  from t h e  B-North 

tes t  p i t ,  and one from t h e  Group A tes t  p i t .  Although some 

s u r f a c e s  of t h e s e  fragments show evidence of f l a k e  removals 

t hey  are n o t  microblade c o r e s  o r  c o r e  f ragments .  The i r  p a s t  

f u n c t i o n  i s  n o t  immediately obvious.  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  F l e u r  d e  Lys quar ry ing  t o o l s  w e r e  made 

from l o c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  t ypes  of hard rock t h a t  could be 

ob ta ined  nearby i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s .  They were shaped no 

more than  w a s  necessary  t o  c r e a t e  working edges w i th  t h e  

r i g h t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  f o r  a l i m i t e d  range of quar ry ing  t a s k s .  

From t h e i r  shapes ,  most appear  t o  have been hand-held i n  use .  

Quarrying t o o l s  of o rgan ic  m a t e r i a l s  probably played on ly  a 

minor r o l e  i n  e x t r a c t i n g  soapstone from t h e  d e p o s i t  a t  . 
F l e u r  de  Lys.. S t o u t  l e v e r s  of wood may have been u s e f u l  



i n  c l e a r i n g  b locks  and boulders  from t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  p l e n t i f u l  

l i t h i c  t o o l s  probably served f o r  most quar ry ing  s t e p s .  

THE QUARRYING PROCESS 

P l a t e  3B i l l u s t r a t e s ,  i n  a cont iguous a r e a ,  t h r e e  s t a g e s  

i n  t h e  l i k e l y  sequence of i s o l a t i n g  and removing a soapstone 

v e s s e l  preform from t h e  quar ry .  

The r e c t a n g u l a r  lump i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  photograph, 

l o c a t e d  immediately a d j a c e n t  t o  a deep dep res s ion  o r  removal 

s c a r  on t h e  l e f t ,  is  a preform i n  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  of i s o l a t i o n - -  

a smal l  amount of surrounding m a t e r i a l  ha s  been scraped from 

i t s  t o p  and r i g h t  margin, o u t l i n i n g  t h e  shape of t h e  pre f  o m .  

The dep th  of t h e s e  c u t s  i s  no more than  about  5 cm. Notice  

t h a t ,  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  because of t h e  presence  of deep removals 

t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  preform, and beneath  it, no m a t e r i a l  a t  a l l  

needs t o  be removed on t h e s e  edges t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  preform. 

Here, a two-fold g a i n  i n  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  of e x t r a c t i n g  a 

preform from t h e  ou tc rop  has been achieved simply by l o c a t i n g  

new work a d j a c e n t  t o  p rev ious  remota l s .  This  seems t o  have 

been an i n t e n t i o n a l  and c o n s i s t e n t  p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  technology 

of soapstone e x t r a c t i o n  a t  t h e  qua r ry ,  and probably accounts  

f o r  t h e  reasonably symmetric l o c a t i o n s  and c l u s t e r i n g  of 

removal s c a r s ,  s een  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  B-North l o c a l i t y  ( ~ l a t e 2 A . ) .  



The sub rec t angu la r  preform on t h e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  photograph 

i s  a t  a l a t e r  s t a g e  i n  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  p roces s ,  and appears  

n e a r l y  ready f o r  removal. Here, m a t e r i a l  has  been deeply  

excavated from around t h r e e  s i d e s  of t h e  preform, u s ing  a 

s e m i c i r c u l a r  s c r ap ing  motion. 

The removal s c a r  on t h e  l e f t  i n  t h e  photograph,  an  18 c m  

deep sub rec t angu la r  t o  c i r c u l a r  dep re s s ion  i n  t h e  rock ,  i s  t h e  

remains of a s u c c e s s f u l  preform removal from t h e  p a r e n t  rock.  

P r e c i s e l y  how removals were accomplished by Dorset  people  

a t  t h e  F l e u r  d e  Lys quar ry  i s  s t i l l  s p e c u l a t i v e .  A t  F l e u r  

d e  Lys, t h e r e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  no evidence of unde rcu t t i ng  

preforms t o  f a c i l i t a t e  breaking t h e  lump away from t h e  mass, 

a technique  t h a t  appears  widespread i n  e a s t e r n  U.S. and 

C a l i f o r n i a  soapstone q u a r r i e s  (Holmes 1919; Schumacher 1878) .  

Removal s c a r s  a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  c l e a n  break s u r f a c e s .  One 

f e a t u r e  of t h e  quar ry ing  p roces s  a t  F l e u r  d e  Lys t h a t  may 

be s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  r ega rd  i s  t h a t  most preforms @assessed 

an "access  zone" a long one o r  more s ides--  t h a t  i s ,  a 

r e l a t i v e l y  open and a c c e s s i b l e  s i d e  l oca t ed  a d j a c e n t  t o  

a p r i o r  removal. Preforms may have been levered  o r  s t r u c k  

o f f  i n  some manner from t h i s  a c c e s s i b l e  s i d e .  

An a t t r i b u t e  a n a l y s i s  o f  removal scars and remaining 

preforms a t  t h e  quar ry  i s  s t i l l  i n  p rog res s  and w i l l  be  

r epo r t ed  i n  a later  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  preform shape 



is q u i t e  v a r i a b l e ,  r ang ing  from round,  o v a l  a d  ob long ,  t o  

sub rec t angu la r  and squa re .  While o v a l  and sub rec t angu la r  

shapes  seemed i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  no p a r t i c u l a r  shape c l u s t e r e d  

a r e a l l y  by q u a r r y  group.  Preform s i z e  averages  20-25 cm i n  

wid th  by 25-30 cm i n  l e n g t h .  One i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c o v e r y  a t  

t h e  q u a r r y  was t h e  p resence  of  s e v e r a l  " l i t t l e  po t sn- -c rude ly  

i n c i s e d  o v a l  preforms about  4 -5  c m  long--always l o c a t e d  

w i t h i n  a  m e t e r  of  t h e  ground.  These probably  w e r e  t h e  work 

o f  c h i l d r e n ,  emulat ing t h e  more impor tan t  i n d u s t r y  of t h e i r  

p a r e n t s .  

QUARRY PRODUCTION 

Some e s t i m a t e  of t h e  magnitude of v e s s e l  p roduc t i on  a t  

t h e  F l e u r  d e  Lys qua r ry  may be  made, based on c a l c u l a t i o n s  

of t h e  volume of soaps tone  removed from each worked zone and 

t h e  amount r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  p roduc t i on  of a  s i n g l e  preform 

( i n c l u d i n g  waste).  Such c a l c u l a t i o n s  a r e  of  i n t e r e s t  i n  

unders tand ing  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of  F l e u r  d e  Lys t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l  

economy of Dorse t  peop le  e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  q u a r r y  and i t s  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  a  sou rce  of raw m a t e r i a l ,  a l t hough  t h e s e  

i s s u e s  a r e  l e f t  unexplored a t  t h i s  time. 

P re l im ina ry  c a l c u l a t i o n s  f o r  L o c a l i t y  1, Groups A and B 

(North and Sou th ) ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e l y  p l a c e  p roduc t i on  from t h e s e  

two areas a l o n e  i n  t h e  range  of between 1000 and 1500 v e s s e l s .  

The lower f i g u r e  assumes t h a t  volume removed i s  l i m i t e d  t o  



a r e a s  now v i s i b l e  above ground,  whi le  t h e  upper f i g u r e  was 

c a l c u l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  assumption t h a t  t h e  worked 

f a c e s  extend below ground t o  t h e  es t imated  dep th  of t h e  

t a i l i n g s .  

C e r t a i n l y ,  t o t a l  p roduc t ion  from a l l  q u a r r i e d  l o c a l i t i e s  

a t  F l e u r  d e  Lys w a s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h ighe r  than  t h e s e  f i g u r e s ,  

b u t  how much h ighe r  i s  n o t  known. Consider ing even t h e  

probable  long h i s t o r y  of t h e  q u a r r y ' s  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  t h e s e  

c a l c u l a t i o n s  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  soapstone d e p o s i t s  a t  F l e u r  

de  Lys were an important  r e g i o n a l  l i t h i c  resource .  

GEOLOGIC SOURCE SAMPLING 

The f i n a l  a s p e c t  of work undertaken a t  F l e u r  d e  Lys 

e n t a i l e d  sys t ema t i c  sampling of a l l  soapstone ou tc rops  i n  

the a r e a  f o r  neu t ron  ac t iva t - ion  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  source  

m a t e r i a l s  and f o r  pe t rog raph ic  t h i n - s e c t i o n  d e s c r i p t i o n s .  

Th i s  a s p e c t  of t h e  work i s  p a r t  of  a  l a r g e r  program of r e s e a r c h  

aimed a t  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  p r e h i s t o r i c a l l y  u t i l i z e d  soapstone 

source  d e p o s i t s  i n  Newfoundland and Labrador t o  enable  d e t -  

e rmina t ion  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  sou rces  of soapstone a r t i f a c t s  

found i n  Maritime Archaic ,  Palaeo-Eskimo and Neo-Eskimo 

a rchaeo log ica l  sites. The in format ion  gained from t h e s e  

ana lyses  p rov ide  inva luab le  d a t a  documenting t h e  e x t e n t  of 

p r e h i s t o r i c  popula t ion  movements, p a t t e r n s  of i n t e r a c t i o n  and 



exchange between groups ,  independent  of s t y l i s t i c  s imi lar i t ies  

i n  a r t i f a c t  i n v e n t o r i e s .  Some p re l imina ry  r e s u l t s  from t h i s  

program a r e  a l r e a d y  a v a i l a b l e  (A l l en ,  A l l en ,  Holland and 

Fi tzhugh 1978; Al len  and P e n n e l l  1978; Nagle, F i tzhugh ,  

Al len  and S t o r e y  1980) which, f o r  Labrador a t  l e a s t ,  seem t o  

p o i n t  t o  t h e  widespread d i s t r i b u t i o n  of soaps tone  a r t i f a c t s  

from s p e c i f i c  sou rces  con t inu ing  ove r  s e v e r a l  m i l l e n i a .  

C h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of t h e  F l e u r  d e  Lys soaps tone  d e p o s i t s  w i l l  

c l e a r l y  be  a s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s t u d i e s .  
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PLATE 1 A  

Fleur de Lys soapstone quarry, Locality 1, 
Group A (Sauth) . Portion of scale visible is 
80 an. 

Fleur de Lys soapstone quarry, Locality 1, 
Grcup A (Nmth G r o t t o )  . Scale exterded 15 an. 





PLATE 2A 

Fleur de Lys soapstone quarry, Locality 1, 
Grmp B (North) . One metre scale stards beside 
test square excavated beneath this  group. The 
southern edge of Group A is just visible on the 
right edge of the photograph. The three-stage 
sequence sham in Plate 4B is located a t  the 
top left of the El-North group. The grass veg- 
etation in the foregrourd mantles the tailings 
a t  the base of this  group. 

PLATE 2R 

Fleur de Lys soapstone quarry, Locality 1, 
group B (Smth) . One metre scale lies hori- 
zontal a t  the base of the w r k d  face. 





Fleur de Lyscsoapstone quarry, Iccality 1, 
Group C. One metre scale. 

PLATE 3B 

Fleur de Lys soapswne quarry, Incality 1,  
Group B (North) . Detail sb&q three stages 
in the process of vessel preform removal. 
Centre preform measures 31 x -33 cm. 





PLATE 4 

F l e u r  de Lys soaps tone  qua r ry ing  
t o o l s .  S c a l e  i n  c e n t i m e t e r s .  Working 
edges face t h e  top of the page. 

a-c t a b u l a r  s c r a p e r s  

d wedge o r  c h i s e l  

e p i c k  o r  c h i s e l  
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A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON EARLY DORSET OCCUPATIONS - --- -- 

ON THE WEST COAST OF - NEWFOUNDLAND -. 

Reginald  Auger 

Departmerlt of Anthropology 

Memorial U n i v e r s i t y  of  Newfoundland 

RESUME: F o u i l l e  e n t r e p r i s e  par l ' a u t e u r  a  l ' e t e  

1981 s u r  l a  cote o u e s t  d e  Terre-Neuve. La 

c o l l e c t i o n  du s i t e  Fac to ry  Cove (DlRk-3) e s t  d a t e e  

typologiquement e n t r e  400-600 av .  J . - C .  P a r  

c o n t r e  d e s  t r a i t s  p l u s  a n c i e n s  s o n t  a u s s i  p r e s e n t s .  

Une q u a n t i t e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e  d e b i t a g e  suggere  que 

l e  s i t e  e t a i t  non seu lement  un s i t e  d ' h a b i t a t i o n  

mais  a u s s i  un a t e l i e r .  La c o l l e c t i o n  se s i t u e  dans  

l a  phase  du D o r s e t i e n  anc i en  t e l l e  que  m a n i f e s t e e  

a Terre-Neuve e n t r e  3000 e t  2400 a n s  avan t  a u j o u r d '  

h u i .  

INTRODUCTION 

The excava t i on  of  a n  E a r l y  Dor se t  s i t e  i n  Cow Head, 

IJewfoundland, c o n t i n u e s  t h e  e x p l o r a t o r y  work under taken  

by D r .  James Tuck, Archaeology Un i t  of Memorial U n i v e r s i t y  

of Newfoundland, d u r i n g  t h e  summers of  1976 and 1978. 

The bu lk  of t h i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  c o v e r s  t h e  s i t e  

d e s c r i p t i o n ,  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n ,  t h e  l i t h i c  remains  and assoc-  

i a t e d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  su rveys .  The purpose  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  



is t o  supplement our  meager knowledge of t h e  e a r l y  Dorset  

c u l t u r e  i n  Newfoundland. Th i s  is  achieved through t h e  1981 

season main o b j e c t i v e s ,  which were: 

I Adding m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  1976/1978 c o l l e c t i o n .  

I1 Oel imi t ing  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  occupa t ion  

a t  t h e  s i t e .  

I11 Obtaining samples f o r  c14 d a t e s .  

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The Fac tory  Cove s i t e  (DlBk-3) is l o c a t e d  a t  4g055' 

North and 6 0 ~ 1 0 '  West (F igure  1). The g e n e r a l  s e t t i n g  

i s  a t ree-covered pen insu l a  extending i n  t h e  Gulf of  S t .  

Lawrence. 

The c u l t u r a l  remains l i e  on a f a i r l y  l e v e l  t e r r a c e  

9.20 m above sea l e v e l .  Grass  and moss make up 70 p e r c e n t  

of t h e  s u r f a c e  v e g e t a t i o n  wh i l e  t h e  remaining 30 p e r c e n t  i s  

a growth of  windswept evergreens .  The n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  a t  

t h e  s i t e  o f f e r  some p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  n o r t h e r l y  and 

e a s t e r l y  winds; however, w e  observed t h a t  f o r  May and June 

t h e  dominant winds come from t h e  sou th  and w e s t ,  which a r e  

t h e  s e a  s i d e s .  Fresh  wate r  i s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  nearby 

s i n c e  t h e  h igher  grounds d r a i n  i n  a bog con t iguous  t o  t h e  

s i te .  The bog is  w e t  throughout  t h e  year  and a s u r p l u s  r u n s  

on t h e  s u r f a c e  a f t e r  heavy r a i n f a l l s .  



THE EXCAVATION 

I Methods 

Excavat ion a t  t h e  Fac to ry  Cove s i t e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on f o u r  

d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  ( P l a t e  1). Although w e  con t inued  from t h e  

p r e v i o u s  one-metre g r i d  system l a i d  i n  1976, ou r  excava t i ng  

u n i t  was a two-metre squa re .  

The excava t i on  p r i n c i p l e  was t o  f o l l o w  t h e  a r t i f a c t  d i s -  

t r i b u t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  have a coherence  between them and t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s .  We recorded  bo th  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  and 

t h e  rocks  by n a t u r a l  l e v e l s .  Bes ides  t h e  mapping o f  t h e s e  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t o n e s ,  w e  made a thorough photo- 

g r a p h i c  coverage .  S t r a t i g r a p h i c  c u t s  th roughout  t h e  s i t e  

supplemented t h e s e  d a t a .  

W e  dug 116 s q u a r e s  metres i n  f o u r  a reas ,  b r i n q i n 3  t h e  t o t a l  

t o  160 metres f o r  t h e  t h r e e  s ea sons .  

I1 Excavated Areas 

A - Area I 

The excava t i on  i n  a r e a  I ( P l a t e  1) i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h o s e  

of t h e  p r e v i o u s  f i e l d  s ea sons .  S i n c e  t h e  a r t i f a c t  and f l a k e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  from. t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  had been made f o r  every  

squa re  b e f o r e  t h e  1981 s ea son ,  w e  had an i d e a  of where t o  

s t a r t .  The re fo r e ,  w e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  f i r s t  on t h e  e a s t  and south-  

e a s t  p a r t  of  a r e a  I. W e  cons ide r ed  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  



a r e a  a s  being our  b e s t  chance t o  d i s cove r  de f ined  h a b i t a t i o n  

f e a t u r e s .  So, w e  added ano the r  50 s q u a r e  metres t o  t h e  4 2  

a l r e a d y  excavated.  

Unfor tuna te ly ,  excep t  f o r  a  r ock  p a t t e r n  sugges t i ng  a  

t e n t  r i n g  w i t h  a  f i r e p l a c e  a t  i t s  c e n t e r ,  most of  t h e  a r e a  

is  a  rock  jumble. S ince  w e  can see a s  many p a t t e r n s  a s  w e  

wish,  I p r e f e r  t o  a w a i t  f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  f o r  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e -  

t a t i o n .  Some s m a l l e r  s t o n e  f e a t u r e s ,  such a s  i n t a c t  and 

f ragmentary  f i r e p l a c e s ,  w e r e  a l s o  found. 

Th i s  i n t e n s i v e  occupa t ion  and t h e  amount of l i t h i c  

m a t e r i a l  sugges t  t h a t  w e  may have m u l t i p l e  occupa t ions  a t  

t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Fac to ry  Cove s i t e .  

STRATIGRAPHY 

Level  I i s  t h e  p r e s e n t  sod l e v e l  w i t h  an average  t h i c k n e s s  

of 8 c m .  Level  I c ,  a t  t h e  base  of  t h e  sod ,  i s  a  d i s con t inuous  

angu la r  pebble  l e v e l .  Level  I1 i s  a  brownish humus averag ing  

10 c m  i n  t h i c k n e s s  and p r e s e n t  th roughout  a r e a  I. W e  no t i c ed  

a  number of d i s con t inuous  angu la r  pebble  l e n s e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  

l e v e l .  Level  I11 i s  a  l o c a l  g r a v e l  l e v e l .  Level  I V  i s  a  

b l ack  s t a i n e d  humus averag ing  4 c m  i n  t h i c k n e s s .  I t  c o n t a i n s  

b i t s  of  c h a r c o a l .  Level  IVa i s  a l s o  a  b l ack  s t a i n e d  humus 

b u t  it i s  l o c a l i z e d  underneath  l e v e l  111. The s t e r i l e  l e v e l  

V is  a  mix tu re  of  angu la r  pebb les  w i t h  l imes tone  b locks  p i e r c i n g  



he re  and t h e r e .  

I n  summary, l e v e l  I V a  i s  s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

occupat ion l a y e r .  I t  c o n t a i n s  a component e a r l i e r  than  

l e v e l s  I1 and I V .  Next of i n t e r e s t  i s  l e v e l  I V ,  f i r s t  i den t -  

i f i e d  i n  t h e  p r o f i l e  of a f i r e p l a c e .  The spo rad ic  h o r i z o n t a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  and t h e  cha rcoa l  con ten t  of t h i s  l e v e l  sugges t  

t h a t  it i s  t h e  remains of combustion a r e a s  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  

l e v e l  11. Level I1 is t h e  r e s u l t  of an  ex t ens ive  occupat ion.  

Its c u l t u r a l  c o n t e n t  shows a h igh  degree  of homogeneity. The 

pebble  ' l enses  w i t h i n  t h i s  l e v e l  would come from t h e  decom- 

p o s i t i o n  of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  such a s  sod b locks .  

B - A r e a  I1 

The p o s s i b i l i t y  of a semi-subterranean house i n  t h i s  a r e a  

( P l a t e  1) w a s  mentioned a f t e r  t h e  exp lo ra to ry  work of 1976/ 

1978. W e  t h e r e f o r e  decided t o  make t h i s  a r e a  our  second 

p r i o r i t y .  Consequently, we s t a r t e d  t o  excava te  on t h e  edge of 

what was a shal low depress ion .  Even though t h e r e  was n o t  any 

rock p a t t e r n  a s s o c i a t e d  t o  t h i s  dep re s s ion ,  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  

t h a t  t h e r e  may be some evidence of a semi-subterranean house 

shown i n  t h e  p r o f i l e s  a s  a r i n g  of l o o s e  humus mixed wi th  

sand. An e s t i m a t e  of t h e  house dimensions from t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of t h i s  l e v e l  would be t h a t  it is  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  approximately 

4 m long by 2.50 m wide. A s  i n  area I t h e  ex t ens ive  d e s t r u c t i o n  



g i v e s  many rock c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  which a r e  s t i l l  open t o  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

STRATIGRAPHY 

Level I i s  t h e  p r e s e n t  sod averaging 9 cm i n  t h i c k n e s s .  

The d i scont inuous  l e v e l  I c  a t  t h e  base of l e v e l  I i s  made of 

angula r  pebbles  and it is 2 c m  t h i c k .  Level I1 i s  a brownish 

humus l e v e l  throughout a r e a  11. It v a r i e s  i n  t h i ckness  from 

6 cm t o  16 c m .  Level I I b  is  a mix ture  of sand and humus and 

was found only s p o r a d i c a l l y .  Level I V  i s  a b lack  s t a i n e d  

l e v e l  con ta in ing  b i t s  of cha rcoa l .  

Our hypothes i s  of a semi-subterranean house i n  t h i s  a r e a  

is  poss ib ly  supported by t h e  n a t u r e  of l e v e l  I I b ,  a  l a y e r  of 

sandy humus t h a t  forms a r i n g  around a sha l low depress ion .  

I n  summary, t h e  p a t t e r n  of occupa t ion  i n  t h i s  a r e a  seems t o  

involve  t h e  i n i t i a l  excava t ion  of a semi-subterranean house 

followed by m u l t i p l e  over lapping occupa t ions  as suggested by 

t h e  t h i ckness  of l e v e l  11. The l e v e l  I V  found s p o r a d i c a l l y  

a t  t h e  base  of l e v e l  I1 s u g g e s t s  t h e  presence  of f i r e p l a c e  

a r e a s .  

C - Area I11 (Plate 2) 

We d i s c o v e r e d ~ x a  I11 whi l e  t r y i n g  t o  d e l i m i t  t h e  e x t e n t  

of t h e  occupat ion a t  t h e  site. This  a r e a  i s  marginal  

by comparison t o  a r e a s  I ,  I1 and I V .  Before we s t a r t e d  any 

work, w e  no t i ced  a wet dep re s s ion  averaging 50 cm lower t han  



t h e  su r round ing  grounds .  

Once w e  opened t h e  f i r s t  t e s t - p i t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  w e  found 

a n  abnormally h igh  q u a n t i t y  of  f i n i s h e d  t o o l s  and ve ry  few 

f l a k e s .  W e  d ec ided ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  expand t h e  excava t i on  

hoping t o  have some w e l l  d e f i n e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  remains i n  

o r d e r  t o  p u t  t h e s e  a r t i f a c t s  i n  c o n t e x t .  W e  ended up w i t h  

24  s q u a r e  metres excavated  and n o t  many more a r t i f a c t s  t han  

t h o s e  found i n  t h e  f i r s t  t e s t - p i t .  

The reward of t h i s  heavy t a s k  i s  t h a t  w e  have a s i n g l e  

occupa t ion  c i r c l e d  by t h r e e  bedrock o u t c r o p s  w i t h  a  low s t o n e  

w a l l  between tcc7o of them. The c u l t u r a l  l e v e l  was bur ied  by 

a rock  jumble a f t e r  t h e  w a l l  had c o l l a p s e d .  The 

absence  of hold-down rocks  ir f r o n t . o f  t h e  h a b i t a t i o n  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  f r o n t  was semi-movable. There  was a l s o  

ev idence  of a h e a r t h .  Fur thermore ,  w e  found a s t o r a g e  p i t  

i n  t h i s  a r e a .  T h i s  f e a t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t  of t h e  occupa t i on  

has  a  c o n i c a l  shape  80 c m  wide a t  t h e  t o p  and 40 crn deep. 

The bone p r e s e r v a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h i s  f e a t u r e  was favoured by t h e  

impermeable c l a y  forming t h e  s t e r i l e  l e v e l .  

STRATIGRAPHY 

The s t r a t i g r a p h y  i n  a r e a  I11 shows a s i n g l e  occupa t i on  

of l e a n - t o  s t r u c t u r e .  The c u l t u r a l  l e v e l  I1 is  a b l a c k  humus 

b u r i e d  under 40 c m  of p e a t .  A t  t h e  pe r i phe ry  of  t h i s  c u l t u r a l  



l e v e l  and p a r t l y  o v e r l y i n g  it a r e  t h e  l e v e l s  I d  and Ie.  

Level  I d  is  a brownish o r g a n i c  c l a y  and Level  Ie is a 

g r a y i s h  c l a y .  W e  i n t e r p r e t  t h e s e  two l e v e l s  a s  be ing  t h e  

remains of w a l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l .  They e v i d e n t l y  

s l i d  towards t h e  c e n t r e  a f t e r  t h e  abandonment of t h e  l ean-  

t o .  

D - Area I V  

L i t t l e  c an  be s a i d  abou t  a r e a  I V  excep t  t h a t  it i s  a 

f e a t u r e l e s s  a r e a  which produced thousands  and thousands of 

f l a k e s .  W e  s e l e c t e d  t h i s  p l a c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  have a sample 

from t h e  c e n t r e  of  hhe s i t e  and a t  s l i g h t l y  h ighe r  e l e v a t i o n  

t han  t h e  t h r e e  p r ev ious  a r e a s .  W e  f e l t  some s t o n e s  

through t h e  sod a s  w e  walked i n  t h e  a r e a  which suggested t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  of  a  s i n g l e  t e n t  r i n g .  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  t h e  s chedu le  

d i d  n o t  a l l ow  u s  t o  open more t h a n  1 2  squa re  metres, which 

was i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  expose any p a t t e r n .  Given t h e  l a r g e  

anount  of d e b i t a g e ,  t w o  hypotheses  w e r e  cons idered :  a )  t h a t  

w e  w e r e  d igg ing  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of an  o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t y  a r e a  o f  

a dwe l l i ng  a d j a c e n t  t o  it, o r  b) s imply t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

m a t e r i a l s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h o s e  c u l t u r a l  remains w e r e  c a r r i e d  

away . 
STRATIGRAPHY 

The s t r a t i g r a p h y  i n  a r e a  I V  comprises  t h e  p r e s e n t  sod  

( l e v e l  I) some 10 c m  i n  t h i c k n e s s  and a n  unde r ly ing  b l ack  



humus ( l e v e l  I I a )  approximate ly  7 cm t h i c k ,  w i t h  some l e a c h i n g  

a t  i t s  base .  

LITHIC ARTIFACTS 

During t h e  season ,  116 s q u a r e  metres w e r e  excavated t o  

dep th s  va ry ing  from 1 5  t o  75 c m s ,  and 1G34 f i n i s h e d ,  unf in -  

i shed ,  and f ragmentary  t o o l s  were recorded and ca t a logued .  

W e  e s t i m a t e  t h e  amount o f  f l a k i n g  d e b r i s  t o  be c a .  100,000 

specimens o r  250 kg. No doubt ,  more t o o l s  w i l l  he found 

du r ing  t h e  d e b i t a g e  a n a l y s i s .  Th i s  d e b i t a g e  was recorded  by 

n a t u r a l  l e v e l s  w i t h i n  5 0  c m  quad ran t s .  W e  expec t  t o  u s e  

t h e  d e b i t a g e  and a r t i f a c t  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  t o  p i n p o i n t  a c t i v i t y  

a r e a s  w i t h i n  t h e  f e a t u r e s .  

The unusua l l y  h igh  f requency of d e b i t a g e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

Fac to ry  Cove i s  a workshop as w e l l  a s  a l i v i n g  s i te .  S ince  

t h e  on ly  e x o t i c  m a t e r i a l  i s  Ramah c h e r t ,  of which w e  have 

b u t  3 specimens,  it seems v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  p r o f u s i o n  o f  

l o c a l  raw m a t e r i a l  w a s  a major a t t r a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Dorset  

people .  Most t o o l s  a r e  made of  l o c a l  c h e r t s  found i n  beds 

on t h e  pen in su l a  o r  i n  b i g  chunks on t h e  beach. There is  a 

wide r ange  of q u a l i t y  and c o l o r  i n  t h e s e  c h e r t s .  Thus, t h e  

g e n e r a l  t r e n d  i s  t h a t  t h e  f i n e r  g r a ined  m a t e r i a l  s e rved  t o  

make d e l i c a t e  t o o l s  such a s  t h e  end b l a d e s ,  mic rob lades  and 

b u r i n  l i k e  t o o l s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, every  un f in i shed  t o o l ,  



r e p r e s e n t i n g  31.4% of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  i s  made of  porous 

b l ack  c h e r t .  

The a r t i f a c t  f requency is  r e p o r t e d  i n  Table  1. S ince  

t h e  a n a l y s i s  is s t i l l  i n  p r o g r e s s ,  one should  c o n s i d e r  t h e s e  

c a t e g o r i e s  as  d e s c r i p t i v e  on ly .  

TABLE 1 

L I T H I C  ARTIFACTS FROM FACTORY COVE 

Category Number Pe rcen t  
-- - 

Unfinished Tools 

Blades 

Retouched F l akes  

End Blades 

Sc rape r s  

H a m m e r s  t ones  

Knives 

Cores 

bur in-like Tools 

S ide  Blades 

Whets t o n e s  

B ipo in t s  

C r y s t a l s  

Adzes 

Unifaces 

P e r f o r a t o r  

Miscel laneous  



I .  UNFINISHED TOOLS 

The f requency  of u n f i n i s h e d  t o o l s  ( P l a t e  3 )  makes t h e  

c o l l e c t i o n  v e r y  i n t r i g u i n g .  W e  lump i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  b o t h  

of  those c l a s s e s  of a r t i f  a c t s  c a l l e d  "b lanks"  and "preforms" .  

Although t h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  vagueness  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  

su r round ing  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  a  b l a n k  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  f i r s t  

s t a t e  i n  t h e  t o o l  manufac tu re ,  whereas a  preform i s  a  more 

n e a r l y  completed t o o l .  I n  o r d e r  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h i s  c o n f u s i o n ,  

t h r e e  q u a n t i f i a b l e  a t t r i b u t e s  - edge r e t o u c h ,  f l a k i n g  c h a r a c t e r  

and edge  r e g u l a r i t y  - a r e  used  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e s e  a r t i f a c t s .  

The two l a s t  a t t r i b u t e s  a r e  ranked on a  s c a l e  1 - 4 .  

While t h e  edge  r e t o u c h  is s imply  a n  e v a l u a t i o r ,  of t h e  un i -  

f a c i a l i t y  o r  b i f a c i a l i t y  of t h e  p i e c e ,  t h e  1 - 4  r ank ing  i s  

a p p l i e d  t o  f l a k i n g  c h a r a c t e r  and edge  r e g u l a r i t y .  I t  r e p r e s e n t s  

t h e  d e g r e e  t o  which each  a t t r i b u t e  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t .  F o r  

example, on P l a t e  3 :1 ,3  t h e  f l a k i n g  c h a r a c t e r  i s  pr imary  re- 

touch  which on t h e  s c a l e  i s  ranked a t  one ,  w h i l e  on  P l a t e  3 : 2  

where t h e  f l a k i n g  is  c a r r i e d  f u r t h e r  t h e  r a n k  i s  t w o ,  and even 

f u r t h e r  on P l a t e  3:4 which i s  t h r e e .  The r a n k  f o u r  is a p p l i e d  

t o  a  p i e c e  which has  pr imary  and secondary  r e t o u c h  a l l  o v e r .  

The edge r e g u l a r i t y  s c a l e  i s  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  edge  s t r a i g h t -  

n e s s ,  e .g .  t h e r e  i s  a n  i r r e g u l a r  c o n t o u r ,  it would b e  l o w  on  

t h e  scale. W e  a n t i c i p a t e  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  compi le  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 



r educ t ion  techniques ,  wi th  t h e  two numerical  extremes showing 

two degrees  of manufacture. Of course ,  one should a l s o  expect  

t o  have in t e rmed ia t e s .  

11; BLADES 

A l l  b u t  two of t h e  b l ades  a r e  made of l o c a l  f ine-gra ined  

c h e r t .  Using a 11 mm t h r e sho ld ,  w e  have 13% b l a d e s  and 87% 

microblades.  Very few show any h a f t i n g  mod i f i ca t ion  such a s  

a s t e m .  However, some specimens have v e n t r a l  re touch .  

111* END BLADES 

The dominant t ype  of end-blade i s  t h e  plano-convex s ide -  

notched s t y l e  ( P l a t e  4 : l - 4 ) .  Placement of no tches  d i f f e r s ,  

however, on two g e n e r a l  c l a s s e s  of  end b l ades .  On t h e  one 

hand, t h e r e  are h igh  side-notched examples ( P l a t e  4:3) which 

compare t o  what Tuck has  desc r ibed  from t h e  e a r l y  Dorse t  

phase a t  Big F a l l s  s i te ,  Saglek Bay, no r the rn  Labrador (Tuck 

1975: P l a t e  22: l -3) ,  d a t e d  sometime p r i o r  t o  2500 y e a r s  ago 

( ib id :178) .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  low side-notched v a r i e t y  

( P l a t e  4:l-2,4) is comparable t o  what appears  a t  s i t e  E, 

southern  l o c u s  stratum 1, a l s o  a t  Saglek Bay around 2500 B.P. 

(Tuck 1975: P l a t e  3 )  o r  t o  what Fi tzhugh 1972: P l a t e  8 2 ) .  

IV. BURIN-LIKE TOOLS 

A t o t a l  of 35 complete and fragmentary b u r i n - l i k e  t o o l s  

was recorded.  They a l l  show e x t e n s i v e  p o l i s h i n g  wi th ,  i n  

some cases, chipping a long t h e  edges ( P l a t e  4:5-7). The 



a s s o c i a t i o n  of some specimens ( P l a t e  4:6) with  f i n e l y  

chipped t o o l s  suggest  t h a t  they may have been used f o r  

f i n e  workmanship o r  l i t h i c s .  

V. SIDE BLADES 

There a r e  two types of s i d e  blade i n  t h e  Factory Cove 

c o l l e c t i o n .  One i s  a  small ,  biconvex v a r i e t y  with s e r r a t e d  

edge while  t h e  o t h e r  i s  broad, semi-lunate, with f l a t  f aces  

( P l a t e  4: 9-10) . 
FAUNAL REMAINS 

Bone preserva t ion  a t  Factory Cove was genera l ly  poor, 

owing t o  a c i d  s o i l .  Specimens were recovered from two d i s t i n c t  

a reas ,  some from l e v e l  I V  i n  a r e a  I and t h e  r e s t  from a rea  

111. I n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  case of l e v e l  I V ,  t h e  bones a r e  

completely surrounded by b i t s  of charcoal .  Af ter  d i scuss ion  

with a  conservation s p e c i a l i s t ,  both p a r t i e s  had t h e  same 

observat ions on preserva t ion  i n  microenvironments. We agree 

t h a t  t h e  charcoal  would n e u t r a l i s e  t h e  ac ids  and thus p r o t e c t  

t h e  bones. The o ther  case  of bone preserva t ion ,  which is ,  by 

t h e  way, unusual i n  Newfoundland's genera l ly  a c i d i c  s o i l s ,  

comes from a  s to rage  p i t  i n  a rea  111. This case  is s p e c i a l :  

an impermeable c l ay  substratum apparent ly r e t a ined  water t o  

c r e a t e  an oxygen f r e e  mi l ieu  which, added t o  4 0  cm of insu l -  

a t i n g  pea t ,  kept  t h e  bones we l l  preserved. 



Since  t h e  o s t e o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  is  n o t  y e t  complete, w e  

can only mention t h e  spec ie s  recognised dur ing  t h e  excavat ion.  

These inc lude  car ibou ,  s e a l s ,  and b i r d s .  However, i f  w e  

r e f e r  t o  t h e  remains of t h e  1976 excava t ion ,  S tewar t  (1979) 

sugges ts  t h a t  t h e  a d u l t  harp  seal specimens i d e n t i f i e d  

would have been k i l l e d  on sho re  around Apr i l .  These d a t a  a r e  

supplemented by t h e  presence of b i r d  bones, which, i f  i d e n t i f i e d  

as migrant  b i r d s ,  could suppor t  t h e  i d e a  of a l a t e  win te r /  

e a r l y  sp r ing  occupation.  

SURVEYS - 

The surveys c a r r i e d  o u t  covered t h e  southern  p o r t i o n  of 

t h e  Cow Head peninsu la  and about  2 krn of s h o r e l i n e  no r th  of 

Cow Head (F igure  1). A s u r f a c e  f i n d  one-half km from Factory 

Cove was followed by t e s t - p i t t i n g .  The a r e a  around t h e  f i n d  

is  an e roding  t e r r a c e  a t  6 .50  m a . s .1 .  and w e  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  

i s  n o t  much l e f t  of t h e  s i te .  The a r t i f a c t  i s  a side--notched 

k n i f e ,  b i f a c i a l l y  re touched,  w i th  one convex and one concave 

edge. I t  d u p l i c a t e s  a specimen from t h e  e a r l y  Dorset  com- 

ponent a t  Fac tory  Cove. The o t h e r  survey along t h e  s h o r e l i n e  

n o r t h  of Cow Head d i d  n o t  l ead  t o  any discovery. .  

SUMMARY 

Without drawing a f i r m  conc lus ion  be fo re  submi t t ing  t h e  

c14 samples it appears  t h a t  t h e r e  may be two occupat ion 



phases  a t  Fac tory  Cove. The e a r l i e r  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t r a n s -  

v e r s a l l y  f l a k e d  a r t i f a c t s  from l e v e l  IVa, a r e a  I (Plate  4 :  

11) , and from a r e a  I11 ( P l a t e  4:12) . This  technique is 

comparable t o  t h e  one from an i s o l a t e d  f e a t u r e  a t  t h e  Cow 

Head s i t e  which Tuck ( p e r s .  comm.) d a t e s  t y p o l o g i c a l l y  back 

t o  3000 y e a r s  before  p r e s e n t .  Some o t h e r  t r a i t s  such a s  a  

b i p o i n t  ( P l a t e  4:8) would a l s o  suppor t  t h i s  i d e a  of an  e a r l y  

occupat ion.  

O v e r a l l ,  t h e  g o a l s  f o r  t h e  1981 season w e r e  met. W e  have 

i n  hand an  e a r l y  Dorset  component wi th  some e a r l i e r  t r a i t s  

which should be used t o  demonstra te  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  between 

l a t e  Pre-Dorset and e a r l y  Dorset .  
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PLATE 1 

General view of the Factory C w e  site (DlBk-3) . 
Looking east. 

PLATE 2 

Lean-to in Area 111. 





PLATE 3 

D1Bk-3. Unfinished -1s 1-4. 

PLATE 4 

1,2,4. L m  side-notched endblades 

3. High side-notched W l a d e  

5-7. Win-like -1s 

8. Bipoint 

9,lO. Sideblades 

11,12. Transversally flaked bif aces 





PRELIMINARY REPORT OF A 

SURVEY OF EASTERN NOTRE DAME BAY 

Ralph Pastore 

Department of History 

Memorial University of Newfoundland 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1980, the Newfoundlnad Government, Department of 

Culture, Recreation and Youth, Historic Resources Division, 

provided funds for a long term project, the purpose of 

which is to increase our understanding of the Beothuck 

culture. To that end, an inventory of Beothuck sites was 

compiled (Marshall n.d.), and brief archaeological surveys 

were carried out in the fall of 1980 in the Pilley's 

Island area, the Badger Bay region, and the Fogo Island 

area (Pastore n.d.; Thomson n.d.). In the summer of 1981, 

the two co-investigators of the Beothuck Project, Jane 

Sproull Thomson and I, carried out work at Red Indian Lake 

and in eastern Notre Dame Bay, respectively. The following 

is a preliminary report of that latter reconnaissance. 

RESEARCH DESIGN 

Eastern Notre Dame Bay was selected for survey for 

two reasons: first, surprisingly little surveying had 

been carried out in the area; and second, documentary 

records (Howley 1915:273, 275, 283, 289) suggest an 



historic Beothuck occupation of the region. The work was 

carried out by a two man survey team (assisted by a 

volunteer for one week) in an 18 foot open boat. Areas 

easily accessible by land were reserved for those days 

when bad weather made it too dangerous to trave1.b~ sea. 

Our boat was based in Twillingate from 2 July, 1981, to 

8 July; in the Dildo Run Provincial Park from 8 July to 

21 July; in Summerford from 21 July to 12 August; and at 

Cottle's Island from 12 August to 23 August. By moving 

the boat from one strategically located harbour to another, 

we were able to cover a fairly large area (see accompanying 

map) with a minimum of time wasted in transit. 

Since our primary goal was to locate, delimit and 

identify coastal sites, we concluded that probability 

sampling techniques designed for inland surveying would be 

inappropriate for our purposes. We believed, for example, 

that there would be little profit in following a research 

design which would require the testing of areas (such as 

coastlines with rugged cliffs and no beaches) obviously 

unsuitable for a marine-adapted aboriginal people. 

Consequently, the decision was made to travel along as 

much of the coastline as time permitted. To provide 

preliminary information, relevant charts and topographical 

maps were consulted, and then local residents were interviewed. 

During the course of the boat survey, all locations 



c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a beach s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  l and ing  of abor-  

i g i n a l  w a t e r c r a f t  were examined. P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  was 

p a i d  t o  a r e a s  which a l s o  possessed :  (1) a nearby sou rce  of 

f r e s h  wa t e r ;  ( 2 )  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  obvious  r e s o u r c e s  such 

a s  musse l  beds ,  c h e r t  ou t c ropp ings ,  and t h e  l i k e ;  ( 3 )  a n  

a c c e s s i b l y  headland which cou ld  have se rved  a s  an  obse r -  

v a t i o n  p o i n t  f o r  mar ine  mammal h u n t e r s ;  ( 4 )  l andforms ,  

such  a s  tombolo beaches  and p e n i n s u l a s  which would have 

a l lowed p r e h i s t o r i c  ma r ine r s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l aunch  

o r  beach v e s s e l s  i n  t h e  lee of t h e  landmass; and ( 5 )  a  

nea rby ,  r e l a t i v e l y  l e v e l  a r e a  upon which t o  camp. (These 

c r i t e r i a  may have b i a s e d  our  su rvey  somewhat. Loca t i ons  

meet ing t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  t e n d  t o  be  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  from t h e  

s e a  - a q u a l i t y  p robab ly  n o t  d e s i r e d  by h i s t o r i c  Beothucks. 

I t  i s  noteworthy t h a t  w e  found no h i s t o r i c  Beothuck sites.) 

Loca t i ons  meet ing any of t h e  above c r i t e r i a  w e r e  t e s t e d  

i n  t h e  fo l l owing  manner. F i r s t ,  t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  rele- 

v a n t  a r e a  was examined f o r  any above-ground ev idence  of 

human occupa t ion .  The n e x t  s t e p  was t o  s h o v e l - t e s t  by d i g -  

g i n g  sma l l  "po tho l e s "  a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  a long t r a n s e c t s  

p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  beach.  I f  t h i s  produced a r t i f a c t u a l  ev idence ,  

s h o v e l - t e s t i n g  proceeded a long  t r . a n s e c t s  r a d i a t i n g  from t h e  

f i n d .  Where p o s s i b l e ,  t h i s  was done s imply  by c u t t i n g  a "plug"  

of sod,  c a .  3 0  c m  i n  d i a m e t e r ,  l i f t i n g  i t ,  and t h e n  examining 



the material beneath the sod. Since many Newfoundland 

sites consist of shallow, unstratified depositions 

directly beneath the sod, this method often worked quite 

well in delimiting the area of a site. 

Where circumstances warranted, the next steps were 

to photograph the site, establish a datum point and lay out 

a grid. Then a one meter test square or a one by two 

meter test trench was dug to assess stratigraphy and to 

attempt to determine cultural affiliation. Digging was 

carried out with trowels and by natural levels; all 

artifacts were bagged and their provenience noted; features, 

where present, were mapped and photographed; and, where 

applicable, soil, bone, and charcoal samples were taken. 

In all cases, however, the goal was to determine the 

extend and cultural affiliation(s) of the site with an 

absolute minimum of digging. Finally, the elevation of the 

site was taken with a hand level and a sketch map was 

drawn. 

It should be pointed out that European material was 

recovered and recorded only when found at a site which 

also contained native material. As is the case with any 

survey limited by time and personnel, we simply could not 

have given adequate attention to all sites, European and 

aboriginal, in the region. If we had attempted to record 

every 19th and 20th century fishing cabin, for example, we 



would never have been able to leave North Twillingate Island. 

We did decide to note and record European material of un- 

usual age or interest, but beyond that we could not go. 

Eight weeks of this survey produced 16 previously un- 

reported aboriginal sites (see Table 1). These sites have 

been listed only by their Borden number and their precise 

locations have not been indicated here (although they can 

be found elsewhere). This precautionary measure has been 

taken becuase of the evidence we found of occasions1 very 

thorough looting. It would be negligent, we believe, to 

provide precise locational information about newly- 

discovered archaeological sites in a format. 

NARRATIVE 

Of the sites found, six deserve special mention. The 

largest of these, DjAq-14, has tentatively been identified 

as a Middle Dorset habitation site. It lies at the bottom 

of Dildo Run in a protected cove above a cobble beach. 

(Its presence was revealed to us because nearby residents 

had stripped large patches of sod from the site for their 

lawns. While this practise did serve to bring the site 

to our notice, it has also made things that much easier for 

the numerous looters who have since despoiled a major 

portion of the site.). The tool sample from this site was 

majked by a relatively high frequency of blades and scrapers 

and a relatively low number of end blades and bifaces. 



While it i s  premature t o  draw f i rm  conc lus ions  on t h e  b a s i s  

of a  very  l imi t ed  sample, t h e  preponderance of probable  

hide-working t o o l s  over presumed hunt ing weapons sugges t s  

t h a t  DjAq-14 may have been a  base  camp. That i n f e r e n c e  

would f i t  w i th  t h e  s i t e ' s  l o c a t i o n ,  a s h e l t e r e d  cove a t  t h e  

bottom of a  long ,  shal low bay. Such p l a c e s ,  a l though  o f f e r -  

i ng  cons ide rab le  p r o t e c t i o n  from t h e  weather,  a f f o r d  l i t t l e  

oppor tun i ty  f o r  t h e  hunting of marine mammals. DjAq-14 , 

however, l i es  on ly  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from a  number of much 

more favoured a r e a s ,  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  by e i t h e r  land o r  s ea .  

No d i s c e r n a b l e  house s t r u c t u r e s  o r  f e a t u r e s  were found a t  

DjAq-14, b u t  t h i s  may be due t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  e x t e n t  of our 

t e s t i n g .  A cha rcoa l  sample from t h e  c u l t u r a l  l a y e r  was 

ob ta ined ,  however, and may e v e n t u a l l y  be submit ted f o r  

radiocarbon d a t i n g  . 
DjAr-4 i s  another  l a r g e ,  and presumably Middle, Dorse t  

s i te ,  t h i s  one loca t ed  i n  a  s h e l t e r e d  cove on a s m a l l  i s l a n d  

j u s t  w e s t  of New~World I s l a n d .  Although on ly  1 m2 was excavated.  

t h a t  square  revea led  a  c u l t u r a l  l a y e r  34 cm deep, and produced 

135 a r t i f a c t s  - l a r g e l y  microblade f ragments ,  end b l ades ,  and 

end s c r a p e r s .  Our i n i t i a l  impress ion i s  of a  h a b i t a t i o n  s i t e  

r epea t ed ly  occupied,  perhaps f o r  a  cons ide rab le  l e n g t h  of t i m e .  

Although t h e r e  is  some evidence t h a t  e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  Euro- 

pean c u l t i v a t i o n  has  d i s t u r b e d  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  s i te ,  most of 

it appears  r e l a t i v e l y  undis turbed .  

W e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  spend r a t h e r  less t ime than  w e  would have 

wished a t  DhAr-1, ano ther  s i t e  wi th  a  l a r g e  Dorset compohent. 



This  s i t e ,  which a l s o  posses ses  a Maritime Archaic component 

of undetermined s i z e ,  i s  loca t ed  a t  t h e  bottom of a deep arm 

i n  t h e  sou thern  p o r t i o n  of t h e  survey a rea .  DhAr-1 i s  near  

a number of summer c a b i n s  whose occupants have s t r i p p e d  most 

of t h e  sod from t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e i r  lawns. F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  

summer r e s i d e n t s  appear unaware of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  s i te;  

consequent ly  we  conf ined our  t e s t i n g  t o  s u r r e p t i t i o u s  s u r f a c e  

c o l l e c t i n g  and photographing.  This  meant, however, t h a t  our  

a r t i f a c t s  sample was somewhat smaller than  would normally be  

t h e  case. What l i t t l e  we d i d  r ecove r ,  none the l e s s ,  sugges t s  

a Middle Dorset  component. The Maritime Archaic component, 

r ep re sen ted  s o l e l y  by a l a r g e  stemmed p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t  s i m i l a r  

t o  t h a t  r epo r t ed  from t h e  Beaches s i t e  by Carignan (1975: 51- 

57) was t o o  small a sample from which t o  draw any conc lus ions .  

The survey a l s o  turned up a quar ry  s i te ,  DjAq-13, on t h e  

n o r t h  c o a s t  of New World I s l a n d .  This  s i t e  l i e s  a t  t h e  mouth 

of a. smal l  stream which f lows  through a s t e e p ,  narrow v a l l e y  

and i n t o  t h e  mouth of t h e  s e a  ( s e e  P l a t e  1). S c a t t e r e d  on 

t h e  g r a v e l  beach are a number of g l a c i a l l y  depos i t ed  c h e r t  

boulders ,  most of  which bear  scars from t h e  l a r g e  s p a l l s  which 

have been s t r u c k  from them (see P l a t e  2 ) .  Lying on t h e  beach, 

i n  t h e  stream, and i n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  zone, w e r e  numerous 

l a r g e  f l a k e s ,  some of which bear  evidence of re touching .  T e s t -  

p i t t i n g  of t h e  l i m i t e d  l e v e l  a r e a s  on bo th  s i d e s  of t h e  stream 

revea led  more d e b i t a g e  and re touched f l a k e s ,  b u t  no h e a r t h s  o r  

o t h e r  f e a t u r e s .  Indeed, it would have been impossible  t o  camp 

he re  wi thout  being uncomfortably c l o s e  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  sea o r  



t h e  stream. One crude fragment was found which was sugges- 

t i v e  of a  Maritime Archaic preform, b u t  it was too incom- 

p l e t e  t o  a l l o w  any d e f i n i t e  conclusions  t o  be made. We 

hope, however, t o  submit a  sample of t h e  DiAq-13 c h e r t  t o  

Memorial Univers i ty  g e o l o g i s t s  f o r  p e t r o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s .  

Resu l t ing  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  m a t e r i a l  i n  l i t h i c  c o l l e c -  

t i o n s  from o t h e r  s i t e s  may provide u s  wi th  more knowledge 

of p r e h i s t o r i c  p a t t e r n s  of r e source  u t i l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

The survey a l s o  loca t ed  two sites which show s p e c i f i c  

promise of i nc reas ing  our  knowledge of t h e  Beothucks. The 

f i r s t  of t h e s e ,  DiAq-2, w a s  found i n  a  t i n y  cove on t h e  

south  s i d e  of a r a t h e r  smal l  i s l a n d ,  sou th  of New World 

I s l and .  A s c a t t e r i n g  of f l a k e s  on t h e  beach and above 

prompted u s  t o  d i g  a 1 x 2 m t e s t  t r e n c h  i n  a l e v e l  a r e a  

1.7 m above t h e  mean high t i d e  mark. This  s i te  was pock- 

marked wi th  numerous square  and round p i t s  conta in ing  f l a k e s  

b u t  no a r t i f  a c t s .  Obviously, DiRq-2 was q u i t e  thoroughly 

worked over by an a r t i f a c t  c o l l e c t o r .  That t r ench  y ie lded  

a smal l  corner-notched p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t ,  a  l i n e a r  f l a k e ,  

and a  roughly formed b i f ace .  A s i m i l a r  b u t  water-worn b i -  

f a c e  was a l s o  c o l l e c t e d  from *he beach s u r f a c e  (Plate 3 ) .  

The t r e n c h  a l s o  revea led  a s c a t t e r i n g  of f l a k e s  and a  p o r t i o n  

of what appears  t o  be  a hea r th .  A charcoa l  sample was taken  

from t h i s  and has  been submitted f o r  radiocarbon d a t i n g .  

Fur ther  examination of t h e  topography of t h e  s i te  revea led  

t h r e e  ova l  dep res s ions ,  approximately 20 crr..deep and roughly 

3 x 4 m i n  area. These may, upon f u r t h e r  examination,  t u r n  



o u t  t o  be housepi t s .  

A f t e r  having examined l i t h i c  assemplages r epor t ed  from 

Stock Cove, T r i n i t y  Bay, by Robbins; Frenchman's Cove, 

T r i n i t y  Bay by Evans; and L 'anse a Flamme and Isle Ga le t ,  

by Penney; it appears  a s  i f  t h e  DiAq-2 m a t e r i a l  would n o t  

be o u t  of p l a c e  i n  t h e s e  c o l l e c t i o n s .  (h%ere da t ed ,  t h e  

Ind ian  components of t h e s e  sites have f a l l e n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

millennium A.D. Penney has used t h e  t e r m  L i t t l e  Passage 

Complex t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  L 'anse a Flamme assemplage, b u t  

it is  probably premature t o  apply t h i s  term t o  t h e  DiAq-2 

m a t e r i a l .  The more n e u t r a l  "Recent Ind ian"  has  been em- 

ployed i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h i s  t e r m  can  be  app l i ed  

t o  any post-Maritime Archaic ,  pre-Beothuck, Ind ian  occupa- 

t i o n  on t h e  i s l a n d  of Newfoundland. 

Indeed, it i s  hoped t h a t  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  DiAq-2 d a t a  may 

e v e n t u a l l y  h e l p  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h a t  r a t h e r  l a r g e  gap i n  

Newfoundland p r e h i s t o r y  t h a t  l i e s  between . the  Maritime 

Archaic people and t h e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  known Beothucks. A 

l a r g e r  a r t i f a c t u a l  c o l l e c t i o n  from DiAq-2 might a l s o  be com- 

pared wi th  t h e  apparen t ly  s i m i l a r  c o l l e c t i o n s  from elsewhere 

on t h e  i s l a n d .  Such a comparison might be used t o  t e s t  t h e  

hypothes i s  t h a t  Indian popula t ions  of t h e  f i r s t  millenium 

A.D. w e r e  organized i n t o  s o c i a l  groupings corresponding t o  

some of t h e  major bays of t h e  i s l a n d .  DiAq-2 a l s o  conta ined  

a M a r i t i m e  Archaic component which appears  t o  be confined t o  

a  terrace 3.1 m above t h e  mean high t i d e  mark.  



The o t h e r  Recent  I nd i an  s i t e  found was DiAp-2 which 

l ies  on a l e v e l ,  g r a s s y  t e r r a c e  6.5 m above a narrow cobb le  

beach. Th i s  s i t e  i s  bordered on t h e  w e s t  by a wide s t ream 

and was t e s t e d  because  of  i t s  obvious  s u i t a b i l i t y  a s  an  ab- 

o r i g i n a l  campsi te .  A 1 x 2 m tes t  t r e n c h  y i e l d e d  a s i d e -  

notched p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t ,  t h e  ba se  of a corner-notched 

p o i n t ,  a b i f a c e  midsec t i on  ( P l a t e  4 )  and a sma l l  q u a n t i t y  

of ch ipp ing  d e t r i t u s .  The t r e n c h  a l s o  r evea l ed  what ap- 

p e a r s  t o  be  a f i r e - c r acked  rock  f e a t u r e ,  and a q u a n t i t y  of 

c a l c i n e d  bone which has  been c o l l e c t e d  f o r  a n a l y s i s .  A 

l a r g e  n a i l ,  l y i n g  p a r t l y  i n  t h e  s o i l  above t h e  c u l t u r e  l ay-  

er,  and p a r t l y  i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  l a y e r  i t s e l f  was a l s o  found. 

The n a i l ,  now undergoing c l ean ing ,  b e a r s  a t  l e a s t  an  i t i t i a l  

resemblance t o  t h e  Basque n a i l s  found a t  Red Bay (James Tuck, 

p e r s  . cornm. ) . 
The p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  recovered from DiAp-2 a r e  q u i t e  

comparable t o  t h o s e  r e p o r t e d  by Carignan (1977:169-170) 

a t  Cape F r e e l s .  Carignan h a s  l a b e l l e d  t h e s e  p o i n t s  a s  Beo- 

thuck,  b u t  s i n c e  t h e  r e l e v a n t  occupa t i ons  a t  Cape F ree l s -2  

have been da t ed  a t  1740 5 100 B . P . ,  and 1145 * 80 B.P. ( i b i d . :  

1 4 9 ) ,  it does  n o t  appear  j u s t i f i a b l e  t o  app ly  t h e  same name 

t o  bo th  t h i s  assemblage and t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  known Beo- 

thucks .  F u r t h e r  work a t  DiAp-2 might ,  however, s e r v e  t o  

l i n k  t h e  Cape Free l s -2  peop le  w i t h  t h e  Beothucks encountered 

by t h e  f i r s t  Europeans. Indeed,  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  

DiAp-2 might  be  a n  e a r l y  c o n t a c t  s i t e ,  i n  which case it 

would have t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  t e l l  u s  something abou t  e a r l y  



European n a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s  i n  Newfoundland - a s u b j e c t  abou t  

which lamentably  l i t t l e  i s  known. 

CONCLUSION 

Although a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  1981 f i e l d  season  

i s  i n  i t s  e a r l i e s t  s t a g e ,  it promises  t o  be  rewarding.  I t  is 

expec ted  t h a t  d a t a  g a t h e r e d  from t h i s  su rvey  w i l l  b e  used t o  

t e s t  a number of hypotheses  abou t  t h e  l o c a t i o n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of a b o r i g i n a l  s i tes on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Newfoundland. I n  add i -  

t i o n ,  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of two p o t e n t i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  Recent  

I nd i an  sites ho lds  o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of adding t o  ou r  un- 

d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  Beothucks. 
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Table 1 

Borden 
No. 

DiAq- 2 

DiAq- 3 

DiAr-4 

DiAr- 5 

DiAs-10 

Dj Ap-1 

DjAq-11 

DjAq-12 

DjAq-13 

DjAq-14 

DjAr-4 

DjAs72 

Sites Located During the 

1981 Survey of Eastern Notre Dame Bay 

Cultural 
Affiliation 

Estimated. Area Elevation above sea 
(in sq. meters) level (in meters) 

Dorset/Maritime Archaic 800 1.40 

Recent Indian 60-80 6.45 

Dorset 4-5 1.40 

Recent Indian 
Maritime Archaic 

Dorset 30-40 1.30 

Dorset (? )  4-5 1.40 

Dorset 10-15 1.10 

Maritime Archaic 3-4 1.80 

Dorset 200 1.00 

Dorset 5-6 1.90 

Dorset 6-8 3.30 

Unknown 200 2.00 

Unknown 720 1.30 

Dorset 

Dorset 

Dorset ( ? )  

* This site consisted of two microblades found on top of a 
high cliff on a small island. No other cultural material was 
found. 
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PLATE 1 

DjAq-13, A quarry site, looking west. 
Note the large chert boulders in the 
foreground 





PLATE 2 

D j A q - 1 3 ,  showing spalled chert 
boulder. 





PLATE 3 

Recent Indian Artifacts from DiAq-1 

a. corner-notched projectile point 

b. linear flake 

c-d. bifaces 





PLATE 4 

Recent Indian Artifacts from DiAq-2 

A. side-notched projectile point 

B. base of corner-notched projectile point 

C. mid-section of biface 

D-1. linear flakes 





INVESTIGATIONS AT RED I N D I A N  LAKE -- 

Jane  S p r o u l l  Thomson 

H i s t o r i c  Resources D iv i s ion  

Department of C u l t u r e ,  Rec rea t i on  and Youth 

The Beothuck s i tes  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e  of Red I n d i a n  

Lake have long been a f o c u s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  b o t h  t h e  academic 

world and t h e  p u b l i c .  H i s t o r i c  r e c o r d s  of European c o n t a c t s  

w i th  Beothucks a long  t h e  Lake have f u e l e d  t h e  imag ina t i ons  

of  writers, f i lmmakers and a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  

t h e  main s i t e  a t  I nd i an  P o i n t  ha s  s u f f e r e d  s e v e r e l y  from t n e  

d e p r e d a t i o n s  of  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  bo th  amateur and p r o f e s s i o n a l .  

P r i n c i p a l  damage, however, i s  due t o  logging o p e r a t i o n s  which 

have been ongoing f o r  t h e  p a s t  c en tu ry .  I t  i s  t h i s  s i t e  which 

r ece ived  my a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  p a s t  season,  as a p a r t  of  t h e  

Histcric Resources D i v i s i o n ' s  four-year  Beothuck P r o j e c t .  

One of t h e  f i r s t  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  t h e  I n d i a n  P o i n t  s i t e  i s  

found i n  an  account  of  t h e  c a p t u r e  of  Mary March (Demasduit) 

by one of  Pey ton ' s  p a r t y ,  a  man known o n l y  a s  E.S. (Howley 

s u g g e s t s  t h i s  may b e  S lade . )  E.S. wro te  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  of 

t h e  ".Liverpool Mercury" s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Shawnad i th i t ' s  d e a t h  

i n  1829. H e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  from which Demasduit 

w a s  t aken  t hus :  "We w e r e  t h e n  abou t  h a l f  a  m i l e  from t h e  

p o i n t  of l a n d  t h a t  a lmos t  i n t e r s e c t e d  t h e  Lake, and i n  a few 



minutes  w e  saw it covered w i t h  I n d i a n s . . . "  (Howley 1974 : 9 9 ) .  

The f i r s t  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  t o  record  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  s i t e  

was Frank Speck, who wro te  i n  1922: " A t  Red Ind i an  P o i n t ,  

s e v e r a l  m i l e s  s o u t h  of Mil ler town a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  l and  n e a r  

where Mary March Brook ( c f .  E x p l o i t s  River )  f lows  i n t o  t h e  

l ake ,  is  a n o t a b l e  s i t e ,  s a i d  by t h e  Micmac-Montagnais t o  

have been t h e  headqua r t e r s  of  t h e  Red Ind i ans  a  hundred y e a r s  

o r  s o  ago. D i r e c t l y  a t  t h e  p o i n t  h e r e  a r e  a  number of 

wigwam-pits, a t  l e a s t  seven,  a l t hough  it was r a t h e r  hard  

t o  d i s c e r n  them a l l  a t  t h e  t i m e  of my v i s i t  on account  of 

t h e  l o g s  t h a t  had d r i f t e d  i n  and f i l l e d  t h e  p i t s  a t  h igh  

wa te r "  (Speck 1922: 22) . 
I t  i s  e v i d e n t  from t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  even i n  1922, 

b e f o r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  p r e s e n t  dam a t  t h e  head of t h e  

E s p l o i t s ,  logg ing  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  Lake had caused con- 

s i d e r a b l e  damage t o  t h e  s i t e .  The r i se  i n  w a t e r  l e v e l  a t  

maximum f lood ing  i s  cons ide rab l e .  M r s .  Woodman of Mil ler town 

showed m e  photographs of t h e  a r e a  t aken  du r ing  a  pe r iod  of  

ext remely  low wate r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago. The P o i n t  shows up 

v e r y  c l e a r l y  a s  a  long sandbar  which a lmos t  b i s e c t s  t h e  

Lake, j u s t  a s  it d i d  du r ing  t h e  t i m e  of E.S. (Woodman 1981: 

p e r s .  comrn.) . I t  i s  probab le  t h a t  t h e  P o i n t  was a  prominent  

c a r i bou  c r o s s i n g  i n  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  and e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  pe r iod .  



This ,  i n  combination w i t h  i t s  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  advantages (a 

good view of t h e  Lake i n  bo th  d i r e c t i o n s ,  acces s  t o  t h e  

E x p l o i t s  and t h e  c o a s t ,  a broad sandy beach) would have made 

it a f avourable  h a b i t a t i o n  s p o t .  

I t  appears  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  excava t ions  a t  t h e  s i t e  may 

have been done by Micmacs i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h i s  cen tu ry  

o r  be fo re .  Speck r e p o r t s ;  "The Micmac say t h a t  t hey  f r e q u e n t l y  

d i g  i n  t h e s e  Red Ind ian  wigwam-pits and f i n d  c u r i o u s  i r o n  

implements - knives ,  axes ,  t r a p s ,  and t h e  l i k e "  (Speck 1922: 

21-22). Through t h e  y e a r s ,  a r t i f a c t  c o l l e c t o r s  f r e q u e n t l y  

v i s i t e d  t h i s  s i t e  and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  a l though  no 

e s t i m a t e  can  be made of t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  damage s i n c e  t h e s e  

v i s i t s  w e r e  never recorded.  I n  1967, Don Locke, an amateur 

a r c h a e o l o g i s t  from Grand F a l l s ,  began excavat ing t h e  s i te .  

Although op in ion  has  been d iv ided  on h i s  e f f o r t s ,  he d i d  r e -  

cover in format ion  which might o therwise  have been l o s t .  H i s  

r e p o r t s  a r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e s e a r c h e r s  a t  t h e  Newfound- 

land Museum and t h e  Centre  f o r  Newfoundland S t u d i e s ,  Memorial 

u n i v e r s i t y ,  and e lsewhere  (Locke n.d. ( a )  ; n.d. (b )  . ) . Since  

then ,  s e c t i o n s  of h i s  excava t ions  a long t h e  banks of t h e  Lake 

have eroded away. 

I n  1968 Locke brought t h e  s i t e  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of Helen 

Devereux, an  a r c h a e o l o g i s t ,  who wi th  t h e  a i d  of a g r a n t  from 

t h e  Nat iona l  Museum of Man, excavated f i v e  s e p a r a t e  s i t e  areas. 



H e r  f i n d i n g s ,  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t ,  have 

n o t  a s  of  p r e s e n t  been r e l e a s e d ,  b u t  shou ld  be  a v a i l a b l e  v e r y  

s h o r t l y  (Devereux 1981: p e r s .  comm.) . H e r  r e p o r t  on t h i s  

impor tan t  s i t e  i s  e a g e r l y  awai ted  by r e s e a r c h e r s .  

I n  1980 a two day f i e l d  t r i p  was under taken t o  make an  

assessment  of t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  Beothuck P r o j e c t ,  a  four -year  

program t o  compile a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d a t a  on Beothuck si tes 

under t h e  a e g i s  of t h e  H i s t o r i c  Resources ~ i v i s i o n ,  Department 

of C u l t u r e ,  Rec rea t i on  and Youth. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  wa te r  l e v e l  

was a t  a  peak and p a r t  of  t h e  s i t e  was under wa t e r .  During 

t h i s  two-day v i s i t  f i v e  t e s t  p i t s  w e r e  exp lored  near  Devereux's  

a r e a s  A3s, A 4  and B4. A r t i f a c t s  recovered  inc luded  two d i s t a l  

endblade f ragments ,  t h r e e  s c r a p e r s ,  one c o r t e x  spa11 and a 

u t i l i z e d  f l a k e .  A t  t h e  conc lu s ion  of  t h i s  r econna i s sance ,  

t h e  fo l l owing  was noted:  

"The Ind i an  P o i n t  s i te ,  a l t hough  s e v e r e l y  

damaged by logg ing  and r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t y  

a r t i f a c t - c o l l e c t i n g  and e r o s i o n ,  s t i l l  

c o n t a i n s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  m a t e r i a l . . . "  

( S p r o u l l  Thomson 1980: 4 )  . 
Large ly  because  of  t h i s  assessment ,  p l a n s  were made f o r  a  more 

l e i s u r e l y  examinat ion of  t h e  s i t e  i n  1981. 

From J u l y  1 - J u l y  1 8 ,  1981 t h e  au tho r  and a c r e w  of two 

surveyed t h e  a r e a  around I n d i a n  P o i n t  and mapped t h e  P o i n t  



s i t e .  (Figure  1). The aim was t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  f u t u r e  p o t e n t i a l  

of t h e  a r e a .  S ince  t h e  c l o s i n g  of t h e  mine i n  Buchans, t h e  

p r o v i n c i a l  government had expressed i n t e r e s t  i n  f i n d i n g  a l t e r -  

n a t i v e  employment f o r  t h e  a rea .  I t  w a s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  import- 

ance of t h e  Red Ind ian  Lake s i t e s  and Ind ian  P o i n t  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  might war ran t  cons t ruc t ion  of an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

s i t e  t o  a t t r a c t  tourism t o  t h e  region.  Thus t h e  1981 inves t -  

i g a t i o n  was charged wi th  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  of s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s :  

1) t h e  e x t e n t  of damage t o  t h e  Red Ind ian  Lake s i t e s  

by logging ope ra t ions  and a r t i f a c t  c o l l e c t i n g ,  

2 )  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of s i g n i f i c a n t  unexcavated archaeo- 

l o g i c a l  f e a t u r e s  a t  t h e  known s i t e s ,  

3)  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  damage t o  t h e s e ,  i f  they  e x i s t e d ,  

i n  ca se  of tourism development, 

4 )  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  o t h e r  s i t e s  survived t h e  high 

waters .  

The i n t e n t i o n  of t h e  f ie ldwork  was r a t h e r  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  Ind ian  P o i n t  s i t e  than  excavate  it. F u r t h e r  

l a rge - sca l e  excavat ion p r i o r  t o  r e l e a s e  of t h e  Devereux r e p o r t  

would be inadv i sab le  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  of r easons ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  

of which i s  t h a t  a  d e t a i l e d  s i t e  survey map i s  needed i n  o r d e r  

t o  avoid excavat ing b a c k d i r t .  P r i n c i p a l l y ,  though, wi thout  

a  d e t a i l e d  account of Devereux's work, it is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  



a d d r e s s  any s i g n i f i c a n t  remaining d a t a  g a p s ,  i f  t h e y  even 

e x i s t .  

A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  s i t e  i s  

a v a i l a b l e  e l sewhere  (Devereux 1970:3-6) and w i l l  n o t  b e  

r e p e a t e d  he r e .  S u f f i c e  t o  say  t h a t  t h e  Lake i s  r i c h  i n  

u n g u l a t e  p o p u l a t i o n s  and p robab ly  w a s  even more s o  b e f o r e  

i n d u s t r y  moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a ;  and t h a t ,  p r i o r  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

of t h e  dam, t h e  Lake and E x p l o i t s  R iver  p rov ided  e a s y  

n a v i g a t i o n  and a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s e a  c o a s t .  

The I n d i a n  P o i n t  s i t e  i s  roughly  b i s e c t e d  by t h e  p r e sence  

of a  l a r g e  bu l ldozed  a r e a  (F igu re  1). The v e g e t a t e d  a r e a  

t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  t h i s  i s  bordered  by t h e  Lake s h o r e l i n e  and h a s  

s u f f e r e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  f l o o d  damage as  w e l l  a s  t h e  m o s t  

a t t e n t i o n  from a r t i f a c t  c o l l e c t o r s .  The heavy v e g e t a t i o n  

cover ing  t h e  area of t h e  s i t e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  a p p e a r s  t o  have 

s h i e l d e d  it from bo th  haza rd s ,  and most  of  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  

f e a t u r e s  h e r e  a r e  i n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  excep t i on  of t h o s e  excava ted  

by Locke and Devereux. Ongoing l ogg ing  a c t i v i t y  keeps  t h e  

f o r e s t  f l o o r  w e l l  covered i n  debris ,  r ende r ing  it u n a t t r a c t i v e  

t o  c a s u a l  a r t i f a c t  c o l l e c t o r s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  

a l i k e .  

E i g h t  one-metre s q u a r e s  w e r e  excava ted  a t  t h i s  s i t e  i n  

1981, t w o  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  n o r t h  of t h e  bu l ldozed  a r e a ,  and s i x  



i n  t h e  wooded a r e a .  The s o l e  d i a g n o s t i c  a r t i f a c t  recovered 

was a  corner-notched p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t  from square  1 6 N  22E, 

near  Devereux's A3 l o c a l i t y .  This  a r t i f a c t  i s  of t h e  type  

u s u a l l y  desc r ibed  a s  "Recent Ind ian"  on t h e  I s l a n d .  

Although Locke d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  n o r t h e r l y  a r ea  of t h e  s i t e  

as g e n e r a l l y  p r e h i s t o r i c  because of t h e  preponderance of 

l i t h i c  m a t e r i a l i h e  recovered h e r e ,  some i r o n  was a l s o  found 

and w e  s h a l l  have t o  awai t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of Devereux's a n a l y s i s  

and he r  C 1 4  d a t e s  before  any a t tempt  can be made t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  

t h e  s i t e  f e a t u r e s  by t ime per iod .  The t e s t s  excavated i n  

1981 i n  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  s i t e  un fo r tuna t e ly  y i e lded  an in -  

adequate amount of o rgan ic  m a t e r i a l  f o r  d a t i n g .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  

however, t h e  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  s i t e  n e a r e s t  t h e  water  appear  t o  

be mainly p r e h i s t o r i c ,  and t h o s e  f a r t h e s t  back i n  t h e  woods 

h i s t o r i c .  This  seems a  reasonable  expec t a t i on  cons ider ing  t h e  

d e s i r e  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  Beothuck people  t o  remain hidden from 

p o s s i b l e  European a t t a c k e r s .  

During our  survey of t h e  wooded a r e a  sou th  of Devereux's 

B5 l o c a l i t y ,  a  new housep i t  was d i scovered .  An i n i t i a l  s e c t i o n  

was c u t  through t h e  h e a r t h  and w a l l  comprising f o u r  one-metre 

squares .  This  was l a t e r  expanded t o  t h e  sou th  and west  t o  t a k e  

i n  a d d i t i o n a l  w a l l  a r e a .  Excavation y i e l d e d  only two a r t i f a c t s ,  

an i r o n  p o t  fragment and a  n a i l ,  b u t  produced a  d i s t i n c t  c i r c u l a r  

h e a r t h  a r e a  and a  p o s s i b l e  s l e e p i n g  hollow between t h e  h e a r t h  



and t h e  w a l l  (F igu re  2 ) .  A wood c h a r c o a l  sample from t h e  

c e n t r e  of t h e  h e a r t h  produced a d a t a  o f  150 + - 70 B.P.  

(Beta-3677).  Th i s  c o r r e l a t e s  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  ev idence  

from t h e  house. 

During o u r  s t a y  a t  t h e  P o i n t ,  w e  had a v i s i t  from Don 

Locke who vo lun t ee r ed  t o  spend t h e  b e t t e r  p a r t  of a day  help-  

i n g  u s  d e l i m i t  t h e  excava ted  a r e a s .  H i s  a d v i c e  was ex t remely  

h e l p f u l  i n  de te rmin ing  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e x t e n t  of  t h e  s i t e  and 

i n  f i n d i n g  t h e  "D4" (Devereux) a r e a  whose heavy v e g e t a t i o n a l  

cover  had helped it t o  e l u d e  u s .  I had assumed t h a t  t h e  house- 

p i t  we had begun t o  excava t e  was h i s  house 19 ,  b u t  he  s t a t e d  

t h a t  t h i s  one was new t o  him. T h i s  b r i n g s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  house 

coun t  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  f o u r ,  a l t hough  none of u s  managed t o  

f i n d  houses 18  and 19 on Locke t s  map (Locke n.d.  ( b )  : 11 ) . 
F a l l e n  trees and brush from t h e  c l e a r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  made 

survey i n  t h i s  a r e a  ex t remely  d i f f i c u l t .  

Locke confirmed our  impress ion  t h a t  much r e c e n t  damage 

had been done t o  t h e  s i t e  by a bu l l doze r .  The c l e a r e d  a r e a  

had been extended t o  t h e  n o r t h  and sou thwes t ,  o b l i t e r a t i n g  

one h o u s e p i t  (Locke ' s  #22) and h a l f  - e r a s i n g  three o t h e r s  

(Locke t s  8 ,  20 and 21 ) .  

Survey t ime  w a s  l i m i t e d ,  b u t  w e  d i d  a t t e m p t  t o  f i n d  a l l  

r e p o r t e d  sites. W e  had s p e n t  s e v e r a l  hours  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a 

r epu t ed  s i t e  near  Warford ' s  Brook on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  



Lake, w i t h o u t  f i n d i n g  any t r a c e  of it. Locke l a t e r  informed 

u s  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  had been l o c a t e d  rough ly  "300-400 f e e t  east 

of t h e  Brook" b u t  t h a t  it i s  now complete ly  inunda ted  and no 

l onge r  v i s i b l e  (Locke 1981: p e r s .  comrn.) . 
Locke t s  S i t e  I1 i s  l o c a t e d  approx imate ly  h a l f  a k i l o m e t r e  

NE of I n d i a n  P o i n t .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  and Devereux had excavated  

a s e c t i o n  of  t h e  s i t e  i n  1969 which h a s  now eroded away. T h i s  

s i t e  is  n o t  mentioned i n  Devereux 's  I n d i a n  P o i n t  r e p o r t ,  b u t  

Locke i l l u s t r a t e d  t w o  i r o n  a r t i f a c t s  from it i n  Beothuck A r t i f a c t s  

(Locke n.d. (b) :27-28) .  H e  a l s o  t o l d  u s  t h a t  a few l i t h i c  

a r t i f a c t s  had been recovered  from t h e  t es t  s q u a r e s .  A one- 

metre squa re  t h i s  season  y i e l d e d  o n l y  r e c e n t  c a r i bou  bone,  

f i r e - c r a c k e d  rock  and a h e a t - a l t e r e d  f ragment  of g l a s s .  These 

a l l  appeared t o  be  from one r e c e n t  c u l t u r a l  l e v e l .  F u r t h e r  

work a t  t h i s  s i t e  migh t  p rove  more p roduc t i ve ;  however, t h e  

p resence  of  a wide bu l ldozed  c l e a r i n g  and t h e  h i s t o r y  of  c a s u a l  

po thun t ing  d i scouraged  t h i s  i n  t h e  s h o r t  1981 season .  

It became obvious  d u r i n g  our  s t a y  a t  t h e  s i t e  t h a t  a r t i f a c t  

c o l l e c t i n g  was s t i l l  ongoing d e s p i t e  t h e  1973 H i s t o r i c  Ob jec t s ,  

S i t e s  and Records A c t  p r o h i b i t i n g  d i s t u r b a n c e  of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  

or h i s t o r i c  s i tes .  F u r t h e r ,  modern t echno logy  had caugh t  up  

t o  t h e  unhappy Beothucks i n  t h e  form of metal d e t e c t o r s  which 

are be ing  used t o  l o c a t e  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  implements. Numerous 



r e c e n t l y  dug p o t h o l e s  th roughout  t h e  s i t e  a t t e s t  t o  i t s  pop- 

u l a r i t y  f o r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  Although one c o l l e c t o r  was r e p o r t e d  

t o  t h e  RCMP, p ro secu t ion  i s  c l e a r l y  n o t  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  answer 

t o  t h i s  problem. Sad ly ,  t h i s  s i t e  i s  undoubtedly t h e  on ly  

major i n l a n d  Beothuck s i t e  t o  have been occupied i n t o  t h e  t r a n -  

s i t i o n a l  p e r i o d ,  and hence i s  l i k e l y  t o  be t h e  o n l y  l a r g e  one 

w e  w i l l  e v e r  f i n d .  

Our c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  concerned people  and an i l l u s t r a t e d  

t a l k  g iven  i n  Mil ler town l e d  t h e  Red I n d i a n  Lake Development 

Assoc i a t i on  t o  seek h e l p  from H i s t o r i c  Resources i n  app ly ing  

f o r  a  f e d e r a l  g r a n t  t o  beg in  development of t h e  I n d i a n  P o i n t  

s i t e  a s  an i n t e r p r e t i v e  park .  A t  t h i s  w r i t i n g ,  f unds  have been 

awarded and work has  begun on c leanup  of  t h e  s i t e  and r e p a i r s  

t o  t h e  a c c e s s  road.  I t  w i l l  be  an  enormous s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  

see t h i s  a b o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  t a k e  i t s  r i g h t f u l  p l a c e  i n  t h e  

Prov ince  ' s h i s  t o r y .  

I n  summary, t h e  l i m i t e d  work c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  Red I n d i a n  

Lake i n  1981 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a l though  c o n s i d e r a b l e  damage has  

been i n f l i c t e d  on t h e  known s i tes ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n fo rma t ion  

remains t o  be uncovered. The d i s cove ry  of a  p r e v i o u s l y  unre-  

p o r t e d  housep i t  and i t s  i n t a c t  c o n d i t i o n  a t  I n d i a n  P o i n t  l e n d s  

c redence  t o  t h e  hope t h a t  f u r t h e r  su rvey  work might  be  amply 

rewarded. There appears  t o  be  l i t t l e  hope t h a t  major  new 

s h o r e l i n e  s i t e s  w i l l  b e  found above t h e  f l o o d  l e v e l .  F i n a l l y ,  



it i s  t h e  op in ion  of t h e  a u t h o r  t h a t  development of a n  i n t e r -  

p r e t i v e  pa rk  a t  t h e  I n d i a n  P o i n t  s i t e  w i l l  b e  h e l p f u l  i n  

educa t i ng  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  t h e  need f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of a l l  a rch-  

a e o l o g i c a l  s i t es  i n  t h e  Prov ince .  Although p o t e n t i a l  f o r  

f u t h e r  damage t o  t h e  s i t e  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  w i t h  g r e a t e r  v i s i t a t i o n ,  

it i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  awareness of h e r i t a g e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

i s s u e s  among t h e  l o c a l  peop le  a s  w e l l  a s  among v i s i t o r s  t o  

t h e  s i t e  w i l l  h e l p  t o  a m e l i o r a t e  t h i s  i n f l u e n c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

con t i nu ing  p o l i c e  p a t r o l s  shou ld  p rove  s o m e  d e t e r r e n t  t o  t h o s e  

few i n s i s t e n t  scavengers  determined t o  f l a u n t  t h e  law. 

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  Red I n d i a n  Lake s i tes ,  l i k e  t h e  

Beothuck themselves ,  have been consigned t o  t h e  realm of 

mythology. I t  can  be  hoped t h a t  s i t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and new 

in fo rma t ion  on t h i s  and o t h e r  a r e a s  i n h a b i t e d  by t h e  Beothuck 

w i l l  b r i n g  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  o u t  of t h i s  o b s c u r i t y .  The p o t e n t i a l  

of I n d i a n  P o i n t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i s  enormous and it i s  hoped 

t h a t  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  t h e r e  i s  f a r  from f i n i s h e d .  
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FIGURE 2. Profile drawing af test trench 
i n  East w a l l  of Indian Point house discovered 
in 1981. Note depth of charred bone a d  
thick charcoal layer in hearth. c14 sample 
was taken f r ~ n  th is  charcoal layer. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE 

STOCK COVE SITE (CkA1-3) 

Doug Robbins 

Department of Anthropology 

Memorial University of Newfoundland 

INTRODUCTION AND SETTING 

During the fall of 1980, Dr. James Tuck and members 

of the Memorial University field school visited the 

archaeological site at Stock Cove, Trinity Bay. This site 

had been recorded two years previously by Gerald Penney, 

while conducting a survey of the region (Penney 1978). 

These investigators had recorded the occurrence of Mari- 

time Archaic, Dorset, and recent Indian occupations at the 

site. Stone tools and flakes were abundant, and flat stone 

slabs indicated the presence of structural remains. Based 

on these reports, I decided to work at the Stock Cove site 

during the 1981 field season. Nine weeks of excavations 

were made possible by funding from the Historic Resources 

Division, Department of Culture, Recreation and Youth, 

Northern Science Training Grants, and the Vice-President's 

Research Fund (Memorial University). An excavation permit 

was granted by the Historic Resources Division. A crew 



of five arrived at Stock Cove on May 11. 

Stock Cove is located on the western shore of Bull Arm, 

about 13 kilometers from the town of Sunnyside. A small 

headland divides the cove into two parts, known locally 

as Little and Big Stock Cove. Little Stock Cove is quite 

narrow, and bounded on both sides by steep and forested 

hills. The older people living in Sunnyside recall it 

being used as a temporary fishing and hunting base, but 

this practice has since ceased. Only one small log cabin 

is still maintained, used occassionally by a part-time 

trapper. In contrast, Big Stock Cove is a broad, open 

cove with a long cobble beach, interrupted at points by 

rocky outcrops. The land adjacent to the beach is flat, 

but becomes steep further inland. Dense forest, con- 

sisting mostly of fir, extends to the edge of the beach. 

There is no evidence of recent fishing, hunting or trapping 

activities having been based in Big Stock Cove. Residents 

of Sunnyside confirm it not being used for such purposes 

within their memory. This was an important and a welcome 

discovery, as the archaeological site is located in Big 

Stock Cove, and the absence of recent habitation indicated 

that the site may be largely undisturbed. For the most 

part this has proven to be the case. 



The site is located on the flat land adjacent to the 

beach. Cultural material, including tools and flakes of 

chert, rhyolite, and slate, stone slabs, and charcoal and. 

burnt fat, is eroding from a bank onto the beach for a 

distance of some 85 meters. The area of occupation can 

be traced inland, away from the beachfront, to where the 

land begins to rise sharply, a distance, at maximum, of 

50 meters. Although the absolute area which the site 

covers is difficult to determine because of heavy forest 

growth, an area of at least 2000 square meters seems likely. 

METHODOLOGY 

A coastal Dorset site naturally suggests a maritime 

oriented subsistence. Testing of the Stock Cove site in 

1980 revealed a high frequency of harpoon endblades, 

supporting this idea. Therefore, before excavations began 

at Stock Cove I felt fairly certain as to what kind of 

subsistence activity would be represented there, namely, 

sea-mammal hunting. What was not known was the intensity 

and duration of this activity, i.e., did Stock Cove and 

the resources available there constitute an important 

phase in a cycle of Dorset subsistence, or was it a small 

camp, visited occasionally in a seemingly random manner, 

evidencing no signs of permanency, planning, or long-term 



consistent usage? To test these ideas I intended to 

examine the tools that were present for indications of 

their temporal span and typological development (or lack 

thereof), to search for evidence of activities other than 

sea-mammal hunting, and, perhaps most importantly, to 

examine structural remains with the hope that they might 

reflect a sense of permanency and intensity of occupation. 

Excavations have been concluded (for the present at 

least) at Stock Cove. Analysis of material is, at the 

time of writing, in its very initial stages, so the pre- 

ceding questions will not be addressed in detail here. 

Full treatment will be presented in a forthcoming M.A. 

thesis. 

STRATIGRAPHY 

The area of the Stock Cove site excavated during 1981 

contained material from two culturally different populations. 

Dorset Eskimo material was present throughout, and at some 

locations artifacts of a recent Indian culture were found. 

These occupations are not clearly stratified; two levels 

were differentiated, but considerable mixing occurs. An 

upper zone (level I) is composed of surface debris (fir 

needles, etc.) and 2 - 4 cm of a dark brown peat mixed 

with small cobbles and gravel. With only a few exceptions, 



the Indian artifacts are restricted to this level. 

However, it also contains artifacts and flakes of Dorset 

origin. Level I1 consists of a fine blackened soil 

containing small rocks and varying amounts of gravel. The 

majority of Dorset artifacts are assigned to this level; 

artifacts of Indian origin are rare. 

The lack of clear stratigraphy is partially due to the 

slow rate of soil buildup in the area. Mixing in the upper 

zone is likely a result of this, combined with the effects 

of root growth in the deposit, allowing artifacts to 

'travel' from their original place of deposition. Some 

disturbance may also be attributable to the more recent 

Indian occupants. Some evidence exists to support the 

idea that these Indian people were making use of chert 

blanks and fragments left on the site by the prior Dorset 

inhabitants. The presence of workable pieces of chert may 

have encouraged them to search, dig, and in effect 'pot' 

the site to a limited degree. 

DORSET OCCUPATION 

At the time of writing, 1000 of the estimated 2000 

artifacts recovered from the site have been catalogued. 

This does not necessarily constitute a representative 

sample, but some general tendencies are indicated (Table I). 



Over 93% of the artifacts are of Dorset origin. The 68 

Indian artifacts recorded were recovered from the upper 

level of the site, and are all considered to be recent 

Indian. No artifacts of the Maritime Archaic tradition 

are represented here, although the presence of this 

culture at Stock Cove has been noted (Penney 1978). 

The predominant artifact class is the chert endblade. 

The only other classes which are represented with greater 

than 10% frequencies are microblades and knives/bifaces. 

Endscrapers are conspicuously low in frequency (less than 

4%). Artifacts which can be associated with tool manu- 

facture or repair - cores, preforms, tip flute flakes, 
hammerstones, whetstones, and retouched/utilized flakes - 
collectively account for just over 28%. This indicates a 

predominance of hunting and butchering activities, 

associated with the manufacturing of suitable tools. 

Most of the Dorset artifacts now exhibit a white or 

mottled brown patina, making identification of raw material 

difficult. A few pieces which are incompletely patinated 

show a green colour. Unpatinated artifacts of green, grey, 

or pink chert are rare. 

The endblades collected from Stock Cove show some 

variation in type. Of 229 specimens catalogued thus far, 

203 were considered complete enough to be judged with 



respect to type (Table 2). 'Complete' grinding refers 

to grinding present over most of the surface of both 

faces of the specimen obliterating, or almost obliter- 

ating, surface flaking. 'Partial' describes a specimen with 

intermittent grinding facets. Base form for both ground and 

chipped specimens is predominantly straight to slightly con- 

cave; occasional examples have deeply concave bases (Plate 

Knives are most frequently bifacial, with straight bases. 

Variations include unifacial, tip-fluted, and side-notched 

specimens (Plate 1). Scrapers are generally of a triangular 

form, some having a spurred working edge (Plate 2). 

In all, 54 square meters were excavated at Stock Cove. 

A house structure occupied approximately 33 square meters 

of this. In both size and form this structure differs from 

other Dorset structures in Newfoundland (Harp 1964) and 

Labrador (Cox 1978). This structure measures about 9 meters 

long, and from 3 to 4 meters in.width. Horizontal paving 

slabs are aligned in two parallel rows, which merge at each 

end into roughly circular areas of paving and rock. At the 

midpoint of the length, paving slabs cross between the two 

rows, bisecting the structure. The house is oriented WNW- 

ESE, roughly parallel to the beachfront, and about 3 meters 

above sea level. 



At the front of the structure (i.e., that side closer 

to the beach) and at the longitudinal midpoint, is located 

a concentration of large and medium sized rocks (foot- 

ball sized and larger) which may mark an entranceway. No 

configurations which might identify entrances were observed 

at the ends of the structure. The suggested side entrance 

aligns with the cross paving bisecting the house. Identi- 

fiable hearth features were not present. Towards each 

extremity of the structure deposits of charcoal and burnt 

fat were found, associated with soapstone vessel fragments, 

chert and slate knives, hammerstones, whetstones, and a 

single piece of iron pyrites. These types of implements, 

with the exception of chert knives, were not common in the 

central sections of the house. Other artifacts also found 

in the house extremities, and present as well in the cen- 

tral areas, include microblades and cores, tip-flute flakes, 

and retouched/utilized flakes. It is suggested that fires 

were laid towards the extremities of the structure, where 

cooking and the majority of food preparation and tool 

manufacture occurred. 

Running along the front of the house is a slightly 

different deposit, designated level I1 A. This deposit is 

blacker in colour than the house deposit, has a greasy 

texture, and appears rich in decomposed organics. It 



contains, as did the house deposit, small rocks and gravel 

throughout. Testing this deposit to a depth of 55 cm below 

surface still revealed flaking debris. This appears to be 

a midden, associated with the house structure. 

RECENT INDIAN OCCUPATION 

Recent Indian artifacts resembling specimens for the 

Beaches site (Carignan 1975; 1979), Frenchman's Island 

(Evans 1980), and L'Anse a Flamme (Penney 1980) were 

recovered from the Stock Cove site (Plate 2). ~hese in- 

clude corner-notched expanding stem projectile points, 

straight stem points, small triangular bifaces, endscrapers 

made on thick flakes, and large rhyolite sidescrapers. 

Raw materials include green and banded grey-green cherts, 

and purple banded rhyolite. Two projectile points exhibit 

a white patina. 

No features of Indian origin were readily identifiable. 

Many of the recent Indian tools were found, however, in 

association with a circular or oval concentration of small 

rocks and cobbles, about 3 meters in diameter. Some of the 

rocks showed sharp angular breaks possibly due to fire 

spalling. There were no indications of charcoal or burnt fat, 

but some samples of crushed bone were collected from this 

concentration. 



Recent Indian artifacts were not limited to this 

area, but were recovered from at least 20 square meters 

of the excavated area. Objects of European manufacture 

were associated with the Indian artifacts. One corner- 

notched point was discovered in direct association with 

an iron spike. A clay pipe bowl, some pipe-stem fragments, 

nails, sherds of a green-coloured glass, and lead sprue 

were also recovered from level I. Part, at least, of 

this recent Indian occupation seems to have occurred dur- 

ing the historic period. Dating of pipe-stems using the 

straight line regression formula (Hume 1970) has not yet 

been attempted, and would likely not prove accurate, 

considering the small sample size. Pipe-stem bore dia- 

meters are relatively small, however, indicating an 

eighteenth century date at the earliest. If the recent 

Indian material is indeed associated with the objects of 

European make, as does seem the case, identifying this 

culture as Beothuck seems reasonable, accepting that 

Beothucks were the only Indian people to have inhabited 

Newfoundland during historic times. On the other hand, 

the possibility that this Indian occupation is pre- 

historic, and that the European goods appeared at a later 

date, is present. The difficulty in stratigraphically 



separating the Dorset and Indian occupations has already 

been mentioned; a similar problem could confuse the 

Indian-European relationship. 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The data collected during excavation allow for some 

general observations concerning the questions posed earlier 

in this paper: 

(1) The size of the site and the depth of deposits 

suggest a repeated and intense occupation. 

(2) Artifacts - in particular harpoon endblades - do 
not present the kind of typological variety which can 

readily be interpreted as evidencing a very long time span. 

Generally the artifacts are of a type which can be assigned 

to the late Middle Dorset phase. 

(3) The house structure is quite substantial; con- 

siderable labour must have gone into its construction. It 

is not the type of structure which I would associate with a 

temporary; short-term camp. 

Together these observations suggest an intensive, 

repeated, and planned exploitation of the Stock Cove region 

by the Dorset people. The time span during which Stock Cove 

was occupied is likely restricted, unless future excavation 

discloses an older Dorset component. Group size for the 

Dorset population at Stock Cove is very difficult to 



determine at this stage. A structure the size of the one 

discovered could have housed a minimum of 4 to 5 people, 

and likely more. The entire Stock Cove site might be 

attributable to repeated occupation by a single such group, 

the size of the site reflecting the duration of occupation. 

On the other hand, the site may represent the contempora- 

neous occupation by several such groups over a shorter 

time span. Continued analysis and additional fieldwork 

are necessary to answer these questions. 

The Stock Cove site presents an opportunity to explore 

some very interesting questions in Newfoundland prehistory: 

the nature of Dorset subsistence and seasonal movements, 

and the recent Indian distribution and relationship to 

historic Beothuck. As a single site, however, Stock Cove 

can only assist in such studies. With. respect to Dorset 

subsistence, the site represents one major activity. To 

form a more complete picture, attention should be directed 

to the interior of the isthmus of Avalon, accepting the 

possibility of a prehistoric caribou migration or resident 

herd in this region (Howley 1974:15), and the inland 

reaches of Placentia Bay, where salmon may have constituted 

a viable resource. An understanding of the origin and 

distribution of the recent Indian culture should proceed 



(as it. has) through exploration of a variety of sites, 

and a continued search for new sites of recent Indian- 

early Beothuck affiliation. 

Table 1: Stock Cove Artifact Frequencies 

NUMBER PERCENT 

DORSET : 

endblades 229 24.6 

quartz crystal microblades 110 11.8 

chert microblades 66 

quartz crystal endscrapers 29 3.1 

chert endscrapers 7 0.8 

knives/bifaces 144 15.5 

blades 22 2.4 

quartz crystal cores 

chert cores 

preforms 

tip-flute flakes 

hammerstones 

whetstones 5 

retouched/utilized flakes 81 

soapstone vessel fragments 7 

misc. 28 
- 
932 
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Table 1: Stock Cove Artifact Frequencies (Continued) 

NUMBER PERCENT 

RECENT INDIAN: 

projectile points 33 48.5 

scrapers 8 11.8 

bif aces 17 25.0 

misc. 

Table 2: Preliminary Stock Cove Endblade Typology 

NUMBER PERCENT 

Chipped (108) (53.2) 

unif acial 

bifacial 

tip-fluted 30 14.8 

Ground 

partially 

completely 



TRINITY BAY 

PLACENTIA BAY 

kilometers 

L o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t o c k  Cove s i t e  



PLATE 1 

Dorset 

1-4 ground endblades 

5-10 chipped endblades 

11-14 knives 





PLATE I1 

Recent Indian 

1-3 stemmed points 

4-8 corner-notched points 

9-11 small triangular bifaces 

12-13 endscrapers 

Dorset 

14-17 quartz crystal endscrapers 

18-19 chert endscrapers 



CM. 



FRENCHMEN'S ISLAND SITE ( C l A 1 - 1 )  

1981 Prel iminary F i e l d  Report 

C l i f f o r d  0. Evans 

Anthropology Department 

Menorial University af N e w f o w d h d  

Excavations a t  t h e  Frenchmen's I s l and  s i t e  ( C l A l - 1 )  a t  

t h e  bottom of Bu l l  A r m ,  T r i n i t y  Bay, were concluded dur ing  

t h e  f a l l  of 1981. The work was funded by a g r a n t  from t h e  

Historic Resources Divis ion,  Department of Cu l tu re ,  Recreat ion 

and Youth, and w e r e  conducted under permit  number 11, a l s o  

gran ted  by t h a t  department. A s  i n  1980, a s s i s t a n c e  was a l s o  

provided by Memorial Univers i ty  i n  t h e  form of equipment 

and s i t e  a s s i s t a n t s  en ro l l ed  i n  t h e  F i e l d  and Laboratory 

Techniques i n  Archaeoloqy Course. 

A crew of t h r e e ,  B i l l  G i l b e r t ,  Bet ty  Evans and t h e  

au thor ,  spent  two weeks a t  t h e  s i t e  i n  l a t e  September and 

work was continued on Saturdays by crews of up t o  13 persons 

u n t i l  weather forced  a h a l t  t o  ope ra t ions  i n  e a r l y  November. 

The season s t a r t e d  on a d i shea r t en ing  note .  W e  had hoped t o  

f i n d  t h e  s i te  a s  w e  had l e f t  it t h e  previous f a l l ,  b u t  t h i s  

was n o t  t h e  case .  Both excavat ion a r e a s  which had been 

covered wi th  brush had been re-exposed. I f  t h i s .  was t h e  only  

a c t  of vandalism t h e  s i t e  would n o t  have su f fe red  a g r e a t  

d e a l ,  b u t  t h e  damage d i d  n o t  s t o p  t h e r e .  There w e r e  s e v e r a l  



p a r t i a l l y  exposed squares which were e i t h e r  t o t a l l y  destroyed 

o r  had t h e  upper s t ratum removed. A s  we l l ,  t h e  surrounding 

edges of the  excavation had been a t tacked,  d i s tu rb ing ,  i n  

some cases ,  a s  much a s  a meter and a half  of unexposed area .  

To make mat ters  worse, t h e  1980 g r i d  had been removed except 

f o r  a small  number of s takes .  We were a b l e  t o  r e -es tab l i sh  

our g r i d ,  however, and cont inue excavation wi th  a minimum of 

d i f f i c u l t y .  Unfortunately,  t h e  s i t e  continued t o  be v i s i t e d  

by vandals,  which was one of t h e  f a c t o r s  con t r ibu t ing  t o  a 

dec i s ion  t o  conclude excavation a f t e r  t h e  1 9 8 1  season. Despite 

these  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t he  major por t ion  of the  s i t e  w a s  excavated 

under con t ro l l ed  condi t ions  and t h e  information gained does not  

seem t o  have been s e r i o u s l y  depleted by t h e  repeated a c t s  of 

vandalism. We w i l l  never know, of course,  what a r t i f a c t s  and 

information were l o s t  t o  the  e f f o r t s  of t h e  l o o t e r s .  

Although cataloging and conservat ion a r e  f a r  from completed, 

and a n a l y s i s  has y e t  t o  begin owing t o  t h e  l a t e  f i e l d  season, 

a few b r i e f  comments concerning t h e  occupations a t  Frenchmen's 

I s land  can be made a t  t h i s  time. A l l  of t h e  following s t a t e -  

ments, however, must be considered as t e n t a t i v e  and sub jec t  t o  

r e v i s i o n  a s  a n a l y s i s  of a r t i f a c t s ,  C-14 samples and o the r  

material proceeds. 

I t  now appears a s  i f  t h e  Frenchmen's I s land  s i te  was 

t h e  scene of t h r e e  separa te  occupations. To a l a r g e  e x t e n t  

they a r e  s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y  d i s t i n c t ,  b u t  a c e r t a i n  amount of 



mixing i n  t h e  uppermost l a y e r s ,  which c rea t ed  some confusion 

dur ing  t h e  1980 excavat ions ,  seems t o  have been resolved 

dur ing  1981. A summary of t h i s  information i s  presented below. 

EXCAVATIONS AND STRATIGRAPHY 

Excavations,  a s  dur ing  1980, were centered i n  two a r e a s  ' .: 

(see Figure  1) h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  "eas t e rn"  and 

"western" a reas .  I n  t h e  e a s t e r n  a r e a  t h e  s t r a t i g r a p h y  con- 

s i s t e d  of a humus o r  f o r e s t  d u f f ,  dark  brown i n  c o l o r  and 

infused  wi th  r o o t s ,  which measured between 4 t o  15 cm th i ck .  

This  s t r a tum was almost e n t i r e l y  devoid of c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l .  

Stratum 1 graded almost imperceptably i n t o  Stratum 2 which 

was s i m i l a r  i n  t e x t u r e ,  though darker  i n  c o l o r  and lacking  

t h e  dense r o o t  masses t o  t h e  over lying humus. I t  measured 

from 3 t o  15 c m  i n  th ickness .  This  s t ra tum produced f l a k e s  

and a r t i f a c t s  of va r ious  f ine-gra ined  and patenated c h e r t s ,  

mostly g rey  t o  grey-green i n  c o l o r ,  which a r e  comparable t o  

t h e  L i t t l e  Passage m a t e r i a l  descr ibed  previous ly  by Penney 

(1980) from Newfoundland's south coas t .  Below Stratum 2 l a y  

a l e v e l  of f i n e  pea-sized g r a v e l  and grey  c l a y  which proved 

t o  con ta in  evidence of a Dorset  Eskimo occupation s i m i l a r  t o  

t h a t  repor ted  by Robbins ( t h i s  volume) from t h e  nearby Stock 

Cove s i te .  Below Stratum 3 was a l a y e r  of g rave l  and l a r g e  

rocks  and s l a b s  of l o c a l  bedrock. I B  contained no c u l t u r a l  

ma te r i a l .  



I n  t h e  western a r e a  of excavat ion t h e  s t r a t i g r a p h y  was 

somewhat less c l e a r .  S t r a t a  1 and 2 w e r e  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  

from one another ( i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  Stratum 2 was p r e s e n t  a t  a l l )  

and a r t i f a c t s  of t h e  L i t t l e  Passage complex w e r e  mixed wi th  

European a r t i f a c t s  of nid-17th cen tu ry  o r i g i n .  I n i t i a l l y  

t h i s  l e d  u s  t o  conclude, perhaps wi th  an overdose of optimism, 

t h a t  w e  had found a long-sought-after  con tac t  Beothuck s i t e .  

More w i l l  be s a i d  of t h i s  below, Stratum 3 remained d i s t i n c t  

i n  t h e  western a r e a ,  however, and produced a d d i t i o n a l  specimens 

of Dorset  Eskimo a f f i l i a t i o n .  

ARTIFACTS AND FEATURES 

Since  excavat ions  have r e c e n t l y  concluded, only a pre- 

l iminary d i s c r i p t i o n  can be o f fe red  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  A summary 

of t h e  m a t e r i a l  from each a r e a  and s t ra tum i s  presented below. 

Eas te rn  Area: 

Stratum 1: This  s t ra tum produced very  few a r t i f a c t s  

and was devoid of any recognizable  f e a t u r e s .  The c u l t u r a l  

m a t e r i a l  r e t r i e v e d  from t h i s  zone during both seasons i s  

l imi t ed  t o  3 o r  4 n a t i v e  f l i n t  f l a k e s ,  some fragmentary p i e c e s  

of i r o n ,  one c l a y  p ipe  bowl, and a gun f l i n t .  

Stratum 2: This  s t ra tum was t h e  most product ive i n  

t h i s  a r e a  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  f e a t u r e s  and a r t i f a c t s .  There 

w e r e  two f e z t u r e s  recognized a t  t i m e  of excavation; one of 

these  was a smal l  concent ra t ion  of f i s t - s i z e  angular  rocks  



(Fea ture  2 )  and t h e  o t h e r  was a smal l  bone and s h e l l  midden. 

A s  f o r  a r t i f a c t s  dur ing t h e  1981 season, w e  c o l l e c t e d  

t r i a n g u l a r  b i f a c e s ,  corner-notched p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s ,  

t r i a n g u l a r  un i f aces ,  l i n e a r  f l a k e s ,  a f l a k e  s c r a p e r ,  u t i l i z e d  

f l a k e s  and chipping d e b r i s  ( P l a t e  1).  

Stratum 3 :  A r t i f a c t s  from this s t ra tum were c l e a r l y  

more sca rce  i n  t h i s  a r e a  than  i n  t h e  western s e c t i o n ,  There 

were no d e f i n i t e  concent ra t ions  o r  c l u s t e r s  of t o o l s  o r  d e b r i s  

and t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  was l i m i t e d  t o  a few chipped and ground 

t i p - f l u t e d  endblades,  a qua r t z  c r y s t a l  s c rape r ,  microblades,  

and a smal l  amount of f l a k e  d e b r i s .  

Western Area: 

Stratum 1: During t h e  1981 season w e  could no t  d e f i n e  my 

a u x i l i a r y  f e a t u r e s  r e l a t e d  t o  "Feature  1" (Evans, 1980, p. 8 9 ) .  

The a r t i f a c t s  r e t r i e v e d  from t h i s  zone compare wi th  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  from 1980. The European m a t e r i a l  cons i s t ed  of l a r g e  

i r o n  n a i l s ,  c l a y  p ipe  stems and bowls, coa r se  earthenware,  

green and red  glassware,  l ead ,  and b a l l a s t  f l i n t ,  whi le  t h e  

n a t i v e  a r t i f a c t s  w e r e  t r i a n g u l a r  b i f a c e s ,  corner-notched 

p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s ,  l a r g e  f l a k e  s c r a p e r s ,  l i n e a r  f l a k e s  and 

a q u a n t i t y  of chipping d e b r i s  ( P l a t e  2 ) .  

Stratum 3: This  season ' s  work produced a number of f i n e l y -  

worked multi-colored c h e r t  a r t i f a c t s  such a s  a long t h i n  s ide-  

notched k n i f e ,  s e v e r a l  s i d e  b lades ,  and smal l  t r i a n g u l a r  s c r a p e r s .  

A s  i n  1980, t h e  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  a r t i f a c t s  w e r e  p a t i n a t e d  white.  



The chipped and ground t i p - f l u t e d  endblades  and some of t h e  

micro-blades and most of t h e  f l a k e  d e b r i s  w e r e  i n  t h i s  con- 

d i t i o n  ( P l a t e  3 ) .  

CHRONOLOGY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The s t r a t i g r a p h i c  sequence f o r  a t  l e a s t  some of t h e  

c u l t u r a l  complexes a t  Frenchmen's I s l a n d  i s  reasonably c l e a r .  

There i s  no doubt  t h a t  t h e  Dorset  Eskimo material r e p r e s e n t s  

t h e  e a r l i e s t  major occupa t ion  a t  t h e  site. I t  u n d e r l i e s  

bo th  t h e  L i t t l e  Passage m a t e r i a l  and t h e  a r t i f a c t s  of European 

o r i g i n .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  L i t t l e  Passage m a t e r i a l  

and t h e  European a r t i f a c t s ,  however, i f f  n o t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  

by t h e  s t r a t i g r a p h y  a t  Frenchmen's I s l a n d .  A t  t h e  c l o s e  of 

t h e  1980 excava t ion  it was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  two w e r e  e i t h e r  

n e a r l y  contemporaneous or . t h a t  cons ide rab le  mixing had 

occurred.  W e  opted c a u t i o u s l y  (and probably o p t i m i s t i c a l l y )  

f o r  t h e  former explana t ion .  Carbon -14  d a t e s  r ece ived  s i n c e  

t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  1980 r e p o r t  sugges t  t h e  l a t te r  explana- 

t i o n  t o  be  more l i k e l y .  Two d a t e s  on t h e  L i t t l e  Passage 

m a t e r i a l  of 1870 - + 180 B.P.  and 1320 + 100 B.P. i n d i c a t e  t h a t  - 
t h e  material is c l e a r l y  t o o  o l d  t o  be contemporaneous w i t h  

t h e  European a r t i f a c t s .  Therefore  w e  must p o s t u l a t e  t h r e e  

d i s t i n c e  occupat ions  of t h e  Frenchmen's I s l a n d  si te.  The 

earliest is  t h e  Dorset  Eskimo complex from Stra tum 3 a l though  

a carbon -14 d a t e  of 805 + 70 B.P. does  n o t  confirm t h i s  p r i o r i t y .  - 



However, i n  view of t h e  c l e a r  s t r a t i g r a p h y ,  it seems l i k e l y  

t h a t  contamination of t h e  cha rcoa l  sample i s  t h e  cause of 

t h i s  disagreement.  

The L i t t l e  Passage m a t e r i a l  seems r e l a t i v e l y  secu re ly  

da t ed  t o  t h e  f i r s t  millenium A .D.  a l though t h e  two d a t e s  a r e  

a t  some va r i ance  wi th  one another .  Add i t iona l  samples submitted 

fol lowing t h e  1981 excava t ions  may c l a r i f y  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  European occupat ion seems f a i r l y  l i k e l y  

dated t o  t h e  mid-seventeenth cen tury  on t h e  b a s i s  of pipe- 

s t e m  chronology ( s t r a i g h t - l i n e  r e g r e s s i o n  formula) (Hume, 

1970, p 2 2 1 )  and t h e  one maker 's  mark, t h a t  of John Hunt, 

who f l o u r i s h e d  between 1651 and 1653 (Walker, 1977, p ,  1448) .  

Except f o r  a s i n g l e  p i p e  bowl, which may d a t e  from t h e  e a r l y  

17 th  cen tu ry ,  and such undiagnos t ic  a r t i f a c t s  a s  n a i l s ,  

g l a s s  and a sherd of coa r se  earthenware,  which may d a t e  

from e i t h e r  t h e  e a r l y  o r  middle 1 7 t h  cen tu ry ,  t h e r e  is  no 

evidence of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  r e p o r t e d l y  begun a t  t h e  s i t e  by 

John Guy i n  1612 (Howley, 1915, p. 1 7 ) .  

I n  summary, t h e  excava t ions  a t  Frenchmen's I s l a n d ,  

whi le  they d i d  n o t  produce t h e  Contact  Per iod s i t e  f o r  

which w e  had hoped, have been s u c c e s s f u l  from a number of 

o t h e r  p o i n t s  of view. A Dorse t  Eskimo occupat ion i n  an a r e a  

n o t  f requented  by harp s e a l s  and o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  marine 

r e sources  of t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o a s t  sugges ts  some i n t r i g u i n g  

ques t ions  about  Dorset  adap t ive  p a t t e r n s .  The complex will 

a l s o  provide va luab le  comparative informat ion f o r  Robbin's 



s tudy  of t h e  Stock Cove s i t e .  Secondly w e  have extended t h e  

range of t h e  L i t t l e  Passage complex i n t o  T r i n i t y  Bay and 

have ob ta ined  a d d i t i o n a l  Carbon -14  d a t e s  on t h i s  p r e s e n t l y  

enigmat ic  c u l t u r a l  complex. F i n a l l y ,  w e  have evidence of a 

European occupa t ion  of which there appears  t o  be  no documentary 

evidence.  The ques t ions  posed by t h i s  m a t e r i a l  are f a r  more 

numerous than  t h e  answers it p rov ides ,  b u t  it n e v e r t h e l e s s  adds 

a t  l e a s t  a smal l  p i e c e  t o  our  knowledge of e a r l y  European 

c o l o n i z a t i o n  of Newfoundland. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS 

ON THE SOUTH COAST OF NEWFOUNDLAND, 1981 

Gerald Penney 

Anthropology Department 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 

Again in 1981, research efforts were concentrated on 

the south coast of Newfoundland with survey, including 

site location, testing and cultural designation of sites 

the objective. There were two distinct components in this 

year's survey. The first was a survey of the Burgeo Islands, 

the banks and barasways of Grandy's Brook and one trip along 

the coast as far east as Cape La Hune. The second component 

was the investigation of known MicMac sites in the interior 

of the island. 

Most of the funds were provided by the Conne River 

Indian Band Council. The Historic Resources Division of the 

Department of Culture, Recreation and Youth assisted with a 

permit and a grant which paid the salaries of two assistants 

for the Grandy's Brook component. Field assistance was 

provided by Anne Hogan, Gerard Joe and James Tillotson. 

The kindness, help and interest of the Melbourne 

families of Burgeo, especially Gilbert and Gus, and Chief 

Wiliam and Mrs. Joe of Conne.River is graciously acknowledged. 

I also wish to thank Mr. Farley Mowat, once of Burgeo, for 

sending along notes which he compiled on the prehistory of 



the south coast during his stay in the early 1960's. 

GRANDY'S BROOK; BURGEO ISLANDS 

A brief exploratory survey was undertaken in the Burgeo- 

Ramea area during the 1980 field season. The survey located 

Newfoundland Dorset sites at : Brimball Storehouse 

Cove (CjBh 3 ) ,  Bay de Vieux 1 and 11 (CjBg-1 and C j ~ h  1) , 
and Island Cove (CjBh 2). A site at Sot's Hole, located 

by Edward Courtney and Bill Melbourne and reported to the 

Newfoundland Museum, was also investigated. Cultural 

material from the Melbourne site (CjBj-1) was incorporated 

in the formation of the Little Passage Complex. 1 

During the past field season we set up camp at the 

entrance to Grandy's Brook. This river is a transitional 

boundary on the south west coast. The coastline from Bay 

d' Espoir west to this point is characterized by long, 

steep-sided, deep water bays with sheer cliffs. Westward 

from the Burgeo Grandys Brook area to at least Connoire 

Bay, the shoreline is characterized by flat, sandy baras- 

ways. Little Barasway and Big Barasway, around Grandy's 

Brook, enclose sand-bottomed lagoons with attached mud 

and sand tidal flats. These lagoons contain beds of soft- 

shelled clams and are still home to harbour seal populations. 

At Big Barasway, according to local lore, it was possible 

to catch lobsters by hand from the mud flats at low tide. 



These resources, when combined with salmon and trout 

from Grandy's Brook and resident caribou herds, would 

seem to have made this an attractive area to prehistoric 

hunters and gatherers. 

Another distinctive physical feature of this area 

is the Burgeo Group of Islands. There are about two 

dozen habitable islands and an equal number of unin- 

habitable islands which form an archipelago. These 

islands were, and still are, productive seabird nesting 

grounds. They also provide a buffer to the open sea, 

not usually found along this coast, which enables a 

protected fishery. 

The first areas surveyed were Big and Little Baras- 

ways and the Sandbanks. These white sand dunes comprise 

2 an area of approximately 6 km . 
An exhaustive foot survey of Little Barasway and the 

Sandbanks and a canoe survey of Big Barasway failed to 

locate any sites. The shifting and ephemeral nature of 

these dunes, which has probably destroyed or buried sites, 

is offered as one explanation. Sandbanks Islands, which 

now lies half a kilometer off from the Sandbanks Islands, 

which now lies half a kilometer off from the Sandbanks, 

was joined by a sand bar over which residents of Burgeo 

walked to pick berries around the turn of the present 



century. Today coastal steamers and draggers ply 

between the island and the Sandbanks instead of circling 

the Burgeo Islands on their westward trips. 

UPPER BURGEO (CjBj-7) 

The site is located on Cornelius Island. This island 

was the locale of the original community of Burgeo, but 

was abandoned during the nineteenth century. The site is 

in a small sandy cove on the eastern side of the island, 

just above the tidal zone. 

Approximately two dozen Little Passage artifacts 

were recovered. Five stemmed projectile points, measuring 

17 - 25 mm, were located, duplicating in style and raw 
material projectile points from the L'Anse a Flamme (CjAx-1) 

site in Hermitage Bay. Two triangular bifaces, 46-47mm, 

slightly larger than those from L'Anse a Flamme, were also 

recovered. A ground slate tip and an asymetric knife in- 

dicate a possible Dorset component. 

VATCHER ISLAND (CjBj-8) 

The second site investigated was brought to our 

attention by local resident Gus Melbourne. It is located 

on the eastern side of a low-lying island in Burgeo 

harbour, called Vatcher Island. 

Most of the sites appears to have eroded into the sea. 

Artifacts, some of which are water-worn, were found in the 



tidal area, and test pitting failed to locate the dimens- 

ions of the original site. The finding of a true burin, 

with two spalls removed, indicates some antiquity to the 

site as does a chipped and ground burin-like tool. The 

burin is distinctly side-notched with no evidence of grind- 

ing; rather the working edge has been achieved by burination. 

SANDBANKS ISLAKD (C jBj-4) 

A Dorset site is located on the northern entrance to 

the small cove on Sandbanks Island about 8 meters above sea 

level. It may have functioned as a look-out; extensive 

test-pitting failed to produce the dimensions of the site. 

A snub-nosed, stemmed scraper with'graving spurs, and a 

triangular flake scraper, two chert microblades, one re- 

touched, a tip flute flake and two biface thinning flakes 

were collected at this site. 

CUTTAIL ISLAND (CjBj-6) 

Cuttail Island is located approximately 1.5 km southeast 

of the community of Burgeo. The site is on the north- 

eastern end of the island just inland from a storm beach. 

A considerable number of primary, banded rhyolite 

flakes were scattered over the surface; however, no tools 

fashioned from this material were located. An expanded 

blade core of brown chert was found in a test pit, approx- 

imately 10 cm below the sod. A biface base and a scraper 



preform were also recovered. Here again the sinking 

coastline has caused considerable erosion. 

MORGAN ISLAND (Cj Bj-5) 

The site is located approximately 300 m northeast 

of the cemetery on this island, above a storm beach. A 

lens of flakes, overburdened by 25-50 cm of peat, is all 

that could be found of the site. 

A part of an expended blade core, three microblades 

made from green chert and a badly fragmented distal section 

of an end blade were recovered. About a dozen spalls of 

black chert, reminiscent of material found at the Cow Head 

quarry, were found. This is the first time I have seen 

this material on the South Coast. 

CAPE LA HUNE (CjBf-1) 

This site was reported by Farley Mowat. Inhabitants 

of the now abandoned community had picked up arrowheads and 

presented some to him. He suspected the site was a major 

camp ground probably used by natives venturing to the 

Penguin Islands for birds and eggs. 

Nothing could be found of the original site except 

some chert flakes and artifacts from a small salt-water 

pond behind a derelict breakwater. The distal portion of 

a microblade, a water-worn end blade base, and a preform 

base were the only artifacts recovered. 



DISCUSSI'ON. 

The number of prehistoric sites' located during the sur- 

vey was less than anticipated. The absence of sites at 

Little and Big Barasways was unexpected given the re- 

sources of these areas. It appears that the islands 

may have been more favoured than these sandy barasways. 

The topography of this coastline is so rough and most 

of the land so steeply elevated that there are few spots 

in which to camp. It is suspected that some prehistoric 

sites are still occupied by European fishermen. 

Maritime Archaic sites were not found. A sinking 

coastline was demonstrated by the eroding state of all 

the sites located. Dorset occupation of this area was 

intense and appears to have started early and endured for 

a considerable time. The Little Passage site at Upper 

Burgeo would certainly repay excavation. 

We had hoped to find MicMac sites in the Grandy's 

Brook area, as there are many ethnographic references 

to MicMacs at Grandy's Brook and White Bear Bay during 

the nineteenth century. Many of these were written by 

visitors to the Anglo-American Telegraph Co. stations. 

The station at Grandy's, and similar ones along the south 

coast at White Bear Bay, Bay du Nord and Long Harbour 

functioned as activity centers akin to missionary or trade 



posts. Located as they were at the bottoms of elongated 

bays they were accessible to MicMacs from the interior. 

Their knowledge of the country made them invaluable 

during the initial survey and construction of the tele- 

graph line in the 1850's. There is still considerable 

MicMac lore in the Grandy's Brook, Burgeo area although 

there are very few persons who claim Indian ancestory. 

Grandy's Brook has its MicMac graveyard as well as points 

of land referred to as Indian Hole and Carline's, named 

after a robust and jovial MicMac lady. However, the 

archaeological identification of such as MicMac, as 

opposed to European, is difficult. This difficulty is 

compounded by the hurried aspect of surveys. 

MICMAC SITES 

Four MicMac sites were located in the interior dur- 

ing the past field season. These were known to individuals 

of the Conne River community, but had not been archaeological- 

ly investigated. I regard the location of these sites 

as a breakthrough in trying to establish MicMac presence in 

Newfoundland. A combination of factors led to the location 

of these sites, one of these being that the members of the 

Conne River community now realize that their efforts are 

needed in the search for MicMac sites. The job of locating 

sites in the interior is extremely difficult when compared 



with site location on the coast. There are many 

individuals in Conne River who have spent their whole 

lives in the woods as loggers, trappers and guides whose 

aid is invaluable and to have gained their confidence 

augers well for future research. 

BURNT KNAPS (~b~9-1) 

This site, the most promising for excavation, was 

brought to our attention by Mr. Nicholas Jeddore. "Nickley" 

is now 77 years old and last visited the site as a boy, in 

the company of his father. The site was unoccupied at 

that time and does not appear to have been occupied since. 

It is located on the headwaters of the Bay du Nord river 

system about three kilometers south of Middle Ridge and 

approximately 15 kilometers inland from Conne River. 

Middle Ridge is a significant geographical feature because 

it divides adjacent water systems: north of Middle Ridge, 

water flows into the Northwest Gander; to the east it 

flows into the Terra Nova River; and to the south it flows 

into Fortune Bay via the Bay du Nord river. 

The site was located in a good caribou hunting area 

and is situated on top of a small hill, approximately 50 

meters above the surrounding marshes. Such a vantage 

point offered the inhabitants easy access to animals 

crossing the barrens. As found, there were no features 



above ground except a scattering of broken and cut bone 

and antler and one odd-shaped iron pot. A number of 

depressions were later mapped but not tested. A test 

square 1.5 x 1.5 meters was dug at the path entrance to 

the site. This test pit yielded the largest amount of 

mammal bone I have ever excavated. The total sample was 

submitted to the Provincial Wildlife Department and all 

was classified as caribou bone. No moose bones were 

recovered. The presence of seven mandibles from the test 

pit indicates that the animals were not slaughtered too 

far away as the heads were transported back to camp. 

Most of the bone was cut, probably for marrow extraction. 

One wire nail, one cut nail, and a button were also 

recovered from the test square. 

Future excavation is planned for the 1982 field 

season to establish the time depth of occupation at this 

site. This particular area seems to have been very 

popular, with two other known sites within a kilometer 

radius. Bay du Nord 1 (DbAu-2) is located about a kilo- 

meter south west of Burnt Knaps. The site is located on 

a cleared hilltop and according to informant Nicholas Jeddore 

is supposed to be older than the Burnt Knaps site. A brief 

reconnaissance of the site failed to locate any above- 

ground features. Testing at the base of an uprooted tree 



revealed a small number of European artifacts: melted 

glass, lead bird shot, a small strip of brass, and a forged 

nail. Another site just south of Burnt Knaps was not re- 

vealed until my return to Conne 'River and will be investi- 

gated during the coming field season. 

Two other known MicMac sites, located to the west of 

Conne River, were also investigated during the past field 

season. A wigwam camp site at True Hill Bottom (DbAw-1) 

presented an opportunity to view, in the ground, the 

tremendous amount of birch bark which remains after 

collapse of the structure. A large hearth was uncovered 

but time constraints prevented investigation. Another 

wigwam site at North Steady Pond proved too disturbed by 

recent game hunters to warrant further investigation. 

SUMMARY 

The location of the Little Passage site at Upper 

Burgeo and the MicMac sites on the headwaters of the Bay 

du Nord river were the highlights of the 1981 field season. 

Five Little Passage sites have now been located on the 

south coast. Data from these sites are currently being 

analyzed. The Little Passage Complex was formulated in 

an attempt to re-investigate and research recent Indian 

occupations in Newfoundland. 

Archaeological research of MicMac culture in Newfoundland 



has just begun with the location of the above sites. 

Excavation of the Burnt Knaps site, and more intense 

testing at the Bay du Nord 1 and True Hill Bottom sites 

should provide much needed data concerning MicMac activity 

within this area. 

NOTES 

 he L'Anse a Flamme site (CjAx-1) and the Little 
Passage Complex" a paper delivered at the 14th annual 

meeting of the Canadian Archaeological Association in 

Edmonton, Alberta, April 1981, deals with the Little 

Passage proposition. 






