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INTRODUCTTION

Jane Sproull Thomszon
Provincial Archacologlst

Cutbacks in govermment spending and declining university enrollment
here, as elsewhore, contributed to a somewhat smaller number of research
projects In the province In 198). However, several continulng programs
and a singla new one have given uzs new ingights into the province’s
history and prehistory. The reports from the 1983 fleldwork season,
as in the three previous volumes, are intended to serve as initial statements
on work In progress and not as the rescarchers” final ideas on the subjects
ecoverad. It is expectad that more lengthy documents eventually will
be produced by each researcher which will coentain more definitive Infor-
mation. An addiclon te this year’s publicacion is the Index for which
we have separately listed the subjects to be found In this and the three
previous reports.

The 1983 season saw contlnued work on the Important undisturbed
section of the Boyd's Cove Beothuk site. Pastore’s new Information
o the early historic Beothuk and the possible proto-Beothuk component
of the Boyd's Cove slite supports Penney’s (1981) Little Passage-Beothuk
continuum; Pastore’s suggested projectile point sequence for these "recent
Indians" 1s featured on the cover. In Northern Labrador, Fitzhugh has
compiled sufficient data from his Maritime Archaic siter to propose
major new interpretations on house and community development. Continuing
fnvestigations by Tuck and Grenler at Red BRay, Pastore and Auger along
the Belle Isle coast, by Thomson at Saglek Bay and Fleur de Lya and
MMAS at Isle aux Morts are contributing further {nformation to kKnown
sites, while Simpson’s work on the Port au Port peninsula has refined
and expanded upon Carignan™s 1975 work there.

The Historie Resources Division’s provinclal archacoleoglist continues
to operate on a part-time basis out of the curator’s office at the New—
foundland Museum. In 1984 we will begin a program to enter updated
#lte records In the Canadian Herltage Information Network (CHIN). This
computer system takes owver from the Hational Inventory Program and will
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allow museums and galleries across the country to utilize the computer
for imhouse management as well as Information retrieval from a national
notwark. Fallowing input of the Mewfoaundland and Labrador site records
({approximacely 1,000}, sncry of enthnological and archaeological arclfaces
will begin. Among the categories on the slte record forms will be a
ligting of the site’s comdltlon, present and projected, which, combined
with the new Pictorial and Artifact Retrieval and Information System
{PARIS) capabilicies, will assist tha Historic Resources Divigion 1In
expanding 1its program of site management. Policies will be developed
to tie in our Fialdwork grants to this program, and it can ba Foreseen
that future grants will be awarded on a "site needs" basls which will
incorparate averall development aims with site aterition problems.
In the 1983-84 flscal year, the Newfoundland and Labrador Government
fieldwork grants were cut by nearly 30%¥. It (s doubtful whether funding
will approach the 1982 level In the next fiscal year, or for some time
to come. Thus in the future it s imperative that we utilize the available
funding to maximize site conservation and monagement. EResearchers who
wish to pursue what the records indicate to ke low—priority fleldwork
will be encouraged to seck ather available sources of funding.

In other business the Division received 21 development reglstratlons
from the Department of Enviromment for review wnder the Environmental
Assessment Act. Five of these were deemed potentlally damaging to archa-
eological sites, and the proponants advwised to prepare a hiastorie resources
Impact asfressment. Currently the provincial archacologlst sits on twelve
intergovermnmental assessment committees. During 1983 the Historle Resources
Division also examined approximately 20 land applicatlons and 150 quarry
applications in order to easure that these development operatlons would
not endanger known Archaeological sites. (Quarries usually do noc Fall
under the envirommental asscasment legislatlon and these applicatlons
can only be assessed in regard to known sltes, that 1s Lo say surveys
are not normally feasible.

For individuals Interested in obtaining a schedule of undertakings
subject to registration under this Act, as well as the draft regulations
for the Act, these may be requested from The Envirommental Asgessment
DMvision, Department of Enviromment, Ellizabeth Towers, S5St. John's, New—
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foundland. MNew permit requirements are currently in preparation and
will ba in place for che 1984 season, alcthough some provisions of tche
requirements will be delayed in order to give researchers time to accommodate
thes without undue hardahip.

The “"Intreductlon to Archaeology™ course was agaln offered to the
general public throwgh the YMCA, and an enthusiascie group responded.
The Amateur Archaeology Association (NLAJ) recruited a number of the
course graduntes amnd continues a lively programme which includes opportu-
nicties for professlonal archaeologlsts to exchange Information with
interested laymen (see Mathleson, this volume). The assistance of the
Anthropology Department at Memorlal University and especlally Douglas
Robbins, James Tuck, and Valerle Andrews iIn production of this year's
Report, 1s gratefully acknowledged.

CRANTS
Grants made by the Historic Resources Division for 1983:
FITZHUGH, William — Torngat Project sesessssssssss55,000.00
PASTORE, Ralph - Stralt of Belle Isle surveyissuiss 795,00
SIMPSON, David - Port au Port Peninsula survey.... 5,500.00
THOMSON, Callum = Saglek BaAY SUTVEV.eeesesssss=nss J, 000,00
TUCK, James - Red Bay excavationS....esessessesess 3,600.00
TOTAL  §17,895.00



THE REWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR
ASSOCTATION OF AMATEUR ARCHAEDLOGISTS
REPORT OF THE YEAR'S ACTIVITIES

Julis Machleson

The Newfoundland and Labrador Association of Amateur Archasologlsts
(N1A3) wns founded {n January 1983. It arose out of a series of lectures
glven by Jane Sproull Thomson and Callum Thomson in the Fall of 1982
at the YW=YMCA. The asgsoclation wasg founded by a small group of people
with a keen interest in archaeology, &8ll of whom wanted to increase
their knowledge of and exposure to the digselpline.

The founding six members first set out to write a conscicutlon,
to set up guldelines and aims and to arranpge a series of lectures.
All of this was accomplished in the first month.

The aims of NLA3 are to develop good relations with professional
archaeologists, to promote the study of archaeoclogy through lectures,
publicacrions and tours, to establish a link wicth ather assocliations
across the country and to develop a “site wateh" program in the province
(Constitution, 1983).

The objectives of NLAY are: a) protect, insofar as Is possible,
archasological sites in the provimce, b) to collaborate with other organ-
izations and agencles that serve the same purpose as those of this asso-
cliatian, e¢) te wark far tha proper conservation and eaxploration of
archaeological sites and materials, d) toe promote public Interest in
and understanding of archaeclogy and anthropology, and e) to promote
the study of archacology and anthropology (Constitution, 1983).

In the twelve months since our founding, we have had ten meet Ings
including lectures by James Tuck, Ralph Pastore, Jane Sproull Thomson,
Stuart HBrown, Callum Thomson, Ingeborg Marshall, and Jeanette Barber
covering excavations at Red Bay, Boyds Cove, Red Tndlan Lake, Sri Lanka
and Saglek Bay, as well as such toples as archaeology amd the law, Beothuk
canoes, and marine archacology. As well we have had two evenings of
archaeological movies. The response from the professional communicy
has been Immediate and encouraging, for which the Executive 18 most
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grateful.

During the summer of 1983 NLAJ jed a tour to several of Newfoundland’s
prime archaeologlcal sites, including L Anse aux Meadows, Fleur de Lys
and Red Indilan Lake. It was a f[lve day tour and although the visits
to each site were short, the trip was enjoyed by the participants.
Also during the summer one of our members worked with Callum Thomson
labelling arcifacts. Her work was rewarded one day when she found signi-
ficant artiasclc markings, formerly unnotlced, on one of the artifacts.

In summing up the wvear’s progress, I Ffeel rthat NLA? has made a
good start with solid backing from professional archaeologists and a
gprowing Interest among our members and some members of the gensral publie.
We look forward to another year of learning about our favourlte subject,
to Increased communication with similar minded groups and te giving
further asslstance to the professionals.

I wish to thank all those aforementioned who spoke to our association
during the year and to Jane Sproull Thomson for
hiér continuad help and encouragement.

Niad
P.0. Box B214
Statlon "A"

St. John's, Mewfoundland
AlB NG



RESIDENCE PATTERN DEVELOPMENT IN THE LABRADOR MARITIME ARCHAIC:
LONGHOUSE HODELS AND 1983 SURVEYS

William Flczhugh
Smithsonlan Institutlon

During the past thres years, advances In Maritime Archale rescarch
in Labrador have led to new interpretacion on the development of domestic
architecture and socio-political organization from 7000-3500 B.P. (Ficzhugh
198la, b). These ideas have been stimulated by discoveries at two sites:
a series of boulder structures stratified on elevated beaches at Adllik,
and a northern Labrader habitation site containing large rectangular
atructures and other features at Nulllak Cove, 70 km south of the Ramah
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chert quarries. These sltes provide k#_‘]r_a _I:;‘:_undur!undins Maricime
Archaie residential and site organlzarion and the development of these
patterns through time. Further, the linear, repetitive nature of che
architectural form provides a model for analyzing archacological deposits

at sites where evidence of dwelling structures is absent.

The Longhouse Model

The search for Marlitime Archale dwelling structures began In Groswater
Bay in the early 197°s. Alchough large depressions had been found
in boulder flelds on high beaches at a number of locallties, the absence
of diagnostic tools and idencifiable foatures wicthin chese structures
made cul tural attribution and Interpretation diffleult. At first, evidence
from several sites pointed tentatively toward an Inuit origin (e.g. Fitzhugh
1972:89; Martijn 1974:115). But as more high elevation boulder pithouses
were found in outer 1sland locacioms at or near Maricime Archaie sites,
it seemed likely that these structures and the artifact locatlons nearby
were culturally assoclated (Ficzhugh 1978:82). At che recent end of
the Maritime Archaie sequence it was cxpected that sites like Rattlers
Bight, with ita large numbers of artifacts anmd features, would pru:r-lﬂ&
information on house types, site organizatlon, and artlfacts. However,
this approach proved equally Ffrustrating; while Rattlers Bight ylelded

abundant information on cultural assemblages and hearth Ffeatures, no
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trace of domestic architecture and regidential pacterns were noticed
(Flcshugh 1980).

In 1978 this deadlock was broken with the discovery of house foundatlons
on ralsed boulder beaches at Aillik, a prominent cape between Makkovik

and Postville. These structures demonstrated consistent changes in
form as one proceeded from the highest, early beaches to the lower,
more recent onés. At the 36 m level at Mll_ih:_3 (GhBt=4), three circular
plehouses were found with small l:nnlcal_ca::he plte amd ocher features.
Slmilar structures oceur on high beaches at Alllik West 1 and Kaipokak
Bay 1 (GgBrt-1; Figure 1): IUnfortunately, these sites did nmot yileld

E_I.a.gmstit artifacts, and thelr cul tural affiliations remained hypothetical .
The most interesting data came from the long beach sequence at Alllik
2 (ChBt-3); Figure 2). Here, oval and rectangular structures were found
on beaches ranging from 24-18 m above sea level. Below this elevation,
rectangular structures disappeared, The next lowest sultable habitation
area, on the 10 m beach, contained a Faleo-Eskimo structure dating to
3,000-2,500 years ago.

The Alllik 1: gequence may be described briefly as follows. Two

atructures, 56 and 57, were found &t 21 m. The smaller, single room
atructure, 56, was gub-rectangular and had internal dimensions of 2
¥ 3 m. Ite long axils paralleled the beach ridge. The larger structure,
§7, was sub-divided into two compartments excavated 25 em Into the beach
and separated from each other by a low ridge of boulders. Its extermal
walle, about 1-2 m wide, consisted of a 10=20 om high mowund of rocks
which had been removed from the Interlor of the structure., At a slightly
Lower elevatlon was a rectangular structure, 55, with three intermal
ridges dividing the structure Into four segments, whose floors and walls
wore constructed as noted above. 83 and 54, located on a srill lower
tercace, were simillar to 55. 53 was about 20 m long and had four {(or
pogsibly five) segments. ‘The lowesat and largest structure, 52, wasa
on the |8 m beach {Figure 3). This structure was more deeply excavated
than the aothers and measured 4 x 28 m. It had six eclearly marked dividers
and suggestlons of three others, creating a minlmun of seven and a maxlmum
of ten segments. Hock features suggestive of post =upporcs and hearchs
agceurted at regular intervals inside the walls. Around the outside



wall were ten small conlcal cache plts, about the same number as the
number of internal segmented spaces. The position of these caches suggescs
they were used as private larders for the ocecupants of Individual roum
segments.

The structures on the A111{k beaches share s number of common features.
Except during the pithouse period, they are oriencted with their long
axls parallel to the active beach and frequently have thelr rear walls
placed against the front of the next highest beach or terrace front.
Foundation walls are composed of a lowmound of rocks derived from excavating
or clearing the floors Inside the structures. Partitlons betfween segments
conglet of remnant platforms of unmodified beach surface. Small cache
plts are located adjacent to room segments near the outside walls.
A5 1s usual with sltes on boulder beaches, other cultural remalns arae
difficult to find. However, Structure Z, the lowest and largest structurs
of lts type at Alllik 2, contained a Few flakes of quartz and & Maritime
Archale cele.

Dating the Alllik sequence s difficult because these rocky beaches
do not have fine aurface sgediments. Whatever traces of activity once
existed have disappeared Into the interstices between the rocks. Geologilcal
dating i{s hampered by the absence of a local uplift curve for this region.
Hevertheless, by extrapolation from other areas (Flczhugh 1977:483),
the 23-26 m elevations were probably at sea level about 6,000-7,000
years ago, and the 18 m high 82 beach 5,000 years ago. Tentative confir-
mation of these estimates has come from a 52104270 B.P. (Beta 5746)
date obtained from & threc—-segment strucbure at ﬁil;ik West 1, similar
in form to 85 at Afl11ik 2.

The Alllik data also point toward a functional explanation of these
atructures as dwellings. The slze and the repetitive nature of internal
compartments, hearths, tool assemblages, and debitage suggest that the
structures were occupled by small groups—probably individual families-—who
maintained personal feod storage in caches near thelr rooms. The organli-
zation of these habitatlon uwmits does not change appreciably from room
to room. The sglze of the dwellings of course changes with the additlon
of new segments to the core structure. While house widths remaln at

about & m, the overall size of dwellings Increases from 7 m about 6,000
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years ago to 28 m about &,500 years ago (Table 1). Because all of the
compar iments seem to have been occupled at one btime, and aince It seems
reasonable to hypothesize that each segment housed a family of 4=-5 indi-
vidyals, the numbers of segments or the length of the structure (in
cages where the dividers are obscured) offers a method of estimating
the size of the group occupying o given dwelling structure., However,
in cases whare more than one longhouse oceurs at a4 given site, determination
nf structure contemporanclty amd estimates of total group population
gize 18 quite difficulce.

This description of the Alllik sequence summarizes the evidence
for an evolutionary or developmental model of change in Mardtime Archaic
dwelling structures between approximately 7000-4500 B.P. Although the
discussion has been confined to Adllik to simplify presentation, similar
types of structures are known from other sites on the central coast
becween Hamilton Inlet and Main, However, none of those assoclated
with esarly or middle Maritime Archaicr pariods have been dated. Taken
together, these data indlicate chat expansion from single to muliiple-
segmented structure may have occurred as early as G000-6500 B.P. However,
perhaps other types of structures concinued to be used as lacte as 3500
B.P., as seasonal or speclalized dwelling types (Hood 1981).

The lacer porcion of cthis sequence is best illustrated by (inds
ak ﬂulllak Cove, located on the suter coast beétweén Hebron and Saglek.
The site, designated Nulliak Cove 1 (IBCp=20), is 30 km north of the

present—day forest boundary at Napartok Bay. The site was first inves—

tigated in 1978. TIn 1980 we returned to map, test, amd excavabe part
of a rectangular structure and two burial mounds (Fitzhugh 198la).
At that time we noted 16 longhouses with dimensions ranging from 25
te 80 m in length. The form of these structures resembled those at
Alllik althovgh the walls of the Nulliak structures were less easy to
detect. This difference is probably caused by local geological comditions,
the Nulliak beaches being composed of marine deposit= cthat had not laost
their fine sediments bt wave actlon. A3 & result, coltural depasita
had beaen preserved im their original positions, as they had alas at
Rattlers Bight.

These geological condiclons provided a solution to the lack of
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conformicy in evidence between architectural forms and the remains of
domestie asccivicies. At Nulliak the arrangement of domescic activities
can be gtudied Iin relation to socially organized space. The location
of this large site in a geographically marginal area for this culture
roliged a mumber of questions that were all the more intriguing because
stylistie evidence suggested a relacively brief Nulllak occupation.
Radiocarbon dates from the Mound | burial (3565475 H.P., 51-4821) and
from hearths in the Structure B longhouse (379560 B.P. and 3710470
B.P., 51-4822, 4823) supported this view. 1Indeed, these dates suggested
that at least part of the Mulliak occupatlon took place near the end
of the Labrador Maritime Archaic, perhaps even later than Rattlers Bight.
This sma somewhat surprising in view of evidence for strong Pre-Dorset

occupation in Main, Okak, and Hebron at precligely the same time period.

Tabla 1

Some recently Investigated Maritiee Archalc dwalling structures

Site Desig. Typa Sags. Lng. Elev, aga B.P,
BuBele (" 8t

ALITIR. 3 GhEt=4 round, plt, | J=d m 56 m &000-7000"
Allllik 2, 57 Ghlt-3 rect,., surf, 2 & m 21.0 m S500-6000%
ANk 2, 56 GhibT=3 rect,, surt, | 3 m 20.8 m  S5300-5000%
ATk Wast 1, 55 Ghbt-1 rect,, aurf, 3 Tm 231 E2104210
Allllk 2, 55 GnhET=3 roct,, surt, 4 0 m 20,0 m  S0D0O"
Aliilk 2, 53 GhiET=3 rect,, surf, d 19 m 14 m 400"
Alliin 2, 52 GhBT=% ract,, surf, 7T=10 28 m 17.6 m 4A500%

Wal | lak Cova 1, S8 ibCp=230 rect,, suré, 15 40+ m i8m 3Ti0270

Mul I Iak Cowve 1, 5100 IBCp=20 ract., surf, 15 . 9.5 m 37000
Mulllak Cove 1, 5153 16Cp=20 rect,, surt, &+ 18+ m 238 m 37004590
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In summary, these data—even though tentatlve at present-—suggested
the following scenarle of MHaririme Archale cultural development. The
sequance appears to begin about 7,000-8,000 years ago with small villages
of one to three round or oval pithouses, each of which presumably hald
a single family. After a millenniwmm (by 6000 B.P.}), round plthouses
began to be replaced by oval or sub-rectangular structures suwch as 56
and 57 at Alllik 2. Subsequently, these structures assumed more formal {zed
rectangular dimensions, becoming larger through time as additional rooms
of similar slze and organigatlion were appended to the core structure,
as followm: 3-segment structures by ca. 5200 B.P., 7-10-segment structures
by ca. 4500 B.P., and 15-20 segment structures by ca. 3700 B.P. The
latter attained dimensions as large as 50 to B0 m. Although other sites
have not been noted te contain more than one longhouse, Hulliak had
at least 15 ar more, based on 1980 fieldwork estimates (Figure &4, 4a).
Certainly not all of these could have been occupled at the same time.
Mevertheless, the slte represents a dramatic escalation in house size
and settlement complexity considering irs locatlon north of the foresc
and near the northern Maricime Archaic periphery.

This sequence of resldentlal development over 3,500 years adds
new dimenslons to soclal and demographic aspects of Maritime Archailc
cul ture. In addition to the use of longhouse size in estimating residencial
population slzes, 1t becomes possible to Interpret the soclal context
ofF material culture by examining the kinds and numbers of tools and
other remains found in different compartments in a particular longhouse.
Internal variaction {n compartment assemblager might resule from residentcial
craft or activity speciaslization, or status differencial expressed in
the kinde and amounts of raw materials (especially exorics) available
to occcupants of different compartments. Such studles might also resolve
the question of whether prave poodas foumd in individual burials belonged
to cthe deceased or weré the combined contributions of a social group
ar the community at large. In addicion toa these topies the Alllik daca
also raise guestions about settlement nucleation, subsistence Intensifi-
cation, reglonal population growth, and soclo-political change. However,
investigation of these and other subjects leads beyond the limit of
the presant papar.
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1983 Field Surveys
Fieldwork began on 8 July with our departure from Cordon Pittman’s

boatyard in Rocky Harbour, at the entrance to Bonne Bay, where Tunuyak
had been lodged for repairs earlier in the year. Due to the lateness

of the seaon and our need to proceed north rapldly, there were few oppor—
tunities for archaeological work during the two week transit te Nain.
Nevertheless, some locations were visited (see Appendixz 1). Among them
was L'Anse Amour, where we noted habitation deposits with tools, debltage,
slabs, fire-cracked rocks, and =mmall boulder features adjacent o the
burial mound excavated by McGhee and Tuck (1975). It seems llikely that
the mound and the habitation area date to the =zame period and were part
of a single shore-slde site, considering that stratified components
at L Anse Amour Area 5, a slightly lower site, date to 4000-6200 B.P.

After visits to L'Anse Amour and Red Bay we proceeded to Square
Island, where Christopher Nagle had requested we search for an nul:-t'.rnp
of "large masses of dark green actinolite" reported by A.5. Packard
(1891:143) which might have been a source of nephrite. We were not
ahle to re-locate this possible source. Farcher north we surveyed Pf_:nnjr
Hook Cove, a small harbour on Island of Ponds on the south side of Minn
Run. Two historiec period sltes were found with recrangular sod fﬂurlda;;iunn
and late 1Bth and 19th century artifacts, including well-preserved wood
and bone materials., The houses lacked entrance passages and did not
contain recognizable Inuit arcifaccs. However, the swampy ground could
have been occupied only in the winter, making it an unusual site for
i European establishment. This area, which has a number of less distinct
structures that were not tested, deserves further study.

The next location visited was Haypook Island, east of Cartwright.
In addicion to caches amd tent rings of mknnﬁn cultural origin, a large
boulder of nephrite-like material welghing necarly 50 kg was found on
a terrace on the eastern end of the island. This boulder had battered
edges and numerous flake removal scars. FExcavation revealed debitage
and Dorset-llke flaked celt preforms around its base. HNo culturally
disgnostic tools or chert implements were recovered, nor was there evidence

of a Dorset site nearby. Samples of the nephrite were taken for laboratory
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analysls., This boulder is an Interesting find because geological sources
of nephrite are not known in Labrador (Blackman and Nagle 1983; HNagle
1984). Since 1t was not embedded In the beach deposits Lt cannot have
been moved here by glacial or marine agencies. While the Haypook boulder
cannot be considered a "geological source”, its large size and its indic-
ations of having been worked down locally from a larger, naturally eroded
boulder suggest {(t was not likely to have been carried here from far
away.

During the past several years, field data on Maritime Archalc structures
at Aillik and Nulliak have prompted re—examinacion of sites and excavated
data from Groswater Bay. Laboratory analysis of Lhese data has shown
that these sites contaln rectangular structures of different lengths.
Sandy Cove sites dating to ca. 5000 B.P, have structures with two or
three heartha and owerall lesgthas of 12-16 m; Black Island 2, dating
to ca. 4200 B.P., has a 50 m structure with |2 hearths; and Hactlers
Bight at 4000-3700 B.P. has evidence of multi-hearth structures of comparable
or greater length. Slnce these structures were not recognized at the
time these sictes were excavated, we needed to see If supporting evidence
for these Interprecsations might be forthcoming from new field observaclons.

Two days were sapent in Groswater Bay inspecting Maritime Archaies
sites excavated ten years Ago. No new eéxcavations were made, hut the
pittern of multiple, closely—spaced collectlion and hearth loci paralleling
terrace fronts at Sandy Cove, Black Island, and Black Island Cove resembles
longhouse sites at Alllik, dacing to the same perid, ca. 5000-6000 B.P.
Awvlisgic to Monument Polnt 3, a Rattlers Bight period site in outer Groswater
Bay, presented the clearest case for this interpretation. Test plts
eagt of the previously excavated 16 m section of this site revealed
a narrow 70 m long deposit extending along the front of this terrace.
Since this site almost certainly represents an ummixed single component
longhouse, it offers an excellent target for functional and spatlal
studies of an isolated residencial wnit. HRattlers Bight and ocher larger
6ltes present problems in this regard due to their extensive re—occupation
histories.

North of Cape Harrison, we revislted a site at Seal Cove Point
(GaBn=l) found in 1973. At that time there was no explanation l:_u: its
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vague and {ll-defined atone structures that lacked diagnostic i{mplements
and charcoal. Tcs high elevacion, however, suggested an  early date.
This time we {identifled a group of boulder mowund burials (or caches)
and several small, multi-segmented dwelling foundations. The latter
were variable in form, usually rectangular, and had one to three internal
COmpAr CMENLS. Some of the struectures had boeen formed by conjoining
circular and rectangular structures with a shared wall., The sea level
elevacions of the mounds amd structures sugpgested an early Maritime
Archalc date. The unusual Secal Point Cove structures are Intrigulng
in thact they may represent an intermediace or transicional form between
the single—unit pithouse dwellings and the later, more formalized three-
aégmant SErutCuras.

After weathering a northern storm that covered the central coaat
hills with snow and brought the ice pack back onto the coast for the
next month, we proceeded to Af11ik. Here we spent several days completing
excavations at the thr-a--u—nm_anl:ad Alllik West 1 structure (Fitzhugh
1982) and mapped more of Alllik 2. We then surveyed parts of BHay of
Islands , finding a new Maritime Archafe site on a hillerest on the south
Blde of the Island Harhor neck. Stone structures teported by Leonard
and Rupert MacBeill ac the north end of the Island Harbour peninsula
were found to be calrn beacons of falrly recent origin.

Continuing north, we worked a large site on the south side of Tickle
Arichat (Tikkarsuk), a8 fine hunting spot at a prominent point separating
Bay of Islands and Kanairiktek Bavy. In earlier surveys we had locaced
a8 Pre-Dorset site and, at higher beach levels, numerous boulder structures.
Like ALllik 2, this site containe a vertically sctratifled set of etructures
and collection localities. The upper beaches have mounds, cache pits,
"trapa", probable burial features, rectangular foundations, and other
gtructures. [mmediately bealoware structureand collection loci attribuctable
te both Pre-Dorset and Saunders groups. Having mapped thess sites,
we hoaded north again, entering the pack lee off Davis Inlet and stopping
to survey "Jaeger" Island, one of the outer islands east of Volsey Bay
near the sina. Here we located a concentration of Pre-Dorset, Dorset,
and early Neo-Eskimo sites whose presence at this sina-oriented site
conforms to earlier settlement pattern interpratatione from thizs region.
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Our vislt to HNain was brief and consisted primarily of ocrganizing
for the Hulliak work. We left on 25 July, proceeding wvla the outer
passage to Black Island and from there to Okak and Mugford Tickle.
Off Port Manvers we encountered heavy pacl lee through which we ateamed
until entering S5aglek Bay. En route n PFre-Dorset site was found near
the Inuit flshing statlion at Green Cove In Mapartok. Iee was too heavy
o land at Mulliak. In Sapglek wo surveyed the norcth shore of che bay
for late Maritime Archaic longhouse sites. Rectangular structures had
previously been located at early Haritime Archaiec sites on Big [sland
{(Thomson 1983). In additlon to investigating a Dorset site reported
by Richard Neccleshlp (Canadian Wildlife Sarvice) on Che expoged coast
a fewmiles north of Kangalasiorvik Island, and locating new sites northeast
of Jens Haven Island, we found tell-tale signs of habitation deposits
:utt;dtng more than 300 m along the terrace front at Tuck's late Macitime
Archafe Saglek Bay Site A (1975:75). This site seems to contain more
than one longhouse dating to the Rattlers Bight period. At present
this is the mosc northern site knowm to eontain this cype of scrusture.

Its presence reinforces Interpretacions from HKulliak cthat longhouses
are a "normal" feature of even the northernmost Maricime Archafc settlements.

Following work in Saglek we returned to Nulliak amd found the cove
auffieiencly cleaar of fee to anchor and aet up camp. We remained hare
for three weeks excavating three longhouses, making a controlled site
map, and surveying nearby areas on foot and by boat. During this period
Nulliak was frequented hy 15-20 carlbou which showed 1ittle concern
at our presence while on their daily reunds. A flock of Canada geese
spent the summer moulting on the pond, not far from a thriving fox den.
In addition to a number of small shore birds we had the company of rough-
legged hawks and a4 nesting palir of Peregrine falcons.

Work centered primarily on longhouse excavation with threes goals
in mind: (1) clarl ficacion of spatinl and functional patterning of
activities within definable longhouse atructurea; (2) investigations
of structures at different elevacions for evidence of chronologlcal
change; (3) sampling and mapping other structures to determine overall
site settlement pattern, numbers and cypes of structures, and length

of slte occupation.
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The Ffirst of these objectives was accomplished by extending the
1980 excavation art Structure 8 from 16 to 40 m. Time did not pemmit
the structure to be excavated in its entirety; about 20 m of its eastern
end were left intact (Figure &4h). The 1983 work revealed a chain of
hearths about 3.5 m Apart aligned with the 1980 hearchs running midway
between the house’s walls (Flgure 4c). These hearcths contalined assemblages
of stemmed points, Flake knives, bifaces, and soapstone pallets, plummets,
and pendanta. Celts, and slate tools were uncommon, as were micropoints.
Although Ramah chert was the predominant chipping material, considerable
amounts of quartzite and other cherts occurred. Red ochre was found
gporad ically and wsually not in hearthe. The spatial pattern of heartha
and living debris suggests a single occupation confoming to the longhouse
pattern. Radiocarbon samples were gathered so that the hearths can
be tested for contemporanelty.

Structure 8 lies at the east end of the main Mulliak AZ terrace
15 m above sea level. A few metres north of this structure the beaches
rigse to the A3 terrace level on which elght other longhouses have been
identified. Since these were higher, further from the AZ terrace shorel ines,
and were on beaches that faced Bulliak Pond rather than the open sea,
it was suspected they might date to an earller period than the AZ structures,
perhaps from the time when Mullilak Pond was an embayment. Therefore,
two of the A3 structures wera gelected For excavation. Structure 15,
d longhouse on one of the highest beaches at Mulliak, produced an assemblage
of narrow-bladed, larpe astemmed hifaces rogether with other typieally
late Maritime Archale pleces, and some uwnusual polished pebbles of Ramah
chert, which may have been collected as souvenirs from Ramah Bay. The
excavated porcion of this structure had reasonably well-defined walls
and an axlal aligmment of five hearths. Our 20 m excavation was posltloned
to capture the south end of thls structure; Lt appears that the north
end extends an undetermined distance along the trend of the old beachline.
As has been noted at other longhouse sites, there was no external midden.
Most of the collections came from inside the structure walls.

Our attempt to excavate completely at least one whole longhouse
was realized at Structure 11, which 13 located several mectres lower

than 515 at the front af the A3 terrace. A& 2 m wide trench (expanded
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to 3 or 4 m wide In places) covered most of cthe Internal area of this
40 m long structura, The beach surface here I8 more exposed and rocky
than at eicther 58 or 515, making the Internal divislons of the longhouse
more evident. The structure contalned Flfteen slightly excavated Floors
or rooms separated by gravel "rildges". Artlifaccts, flakes and hearths
were found I[n the depressions but not on the ralsed "dividers". Perhaps
the latter were covered with skinse for bedding or were room partition
foundat ions .

Al though it I& too soon to presént an analysis of thess excavations,
4 few comments are In orders The study of hearth charcoal by Dosia
Layendecker continues to indicate the predominance of alder/birch, willow,
and other tundra plants used as fuel; conlferous woods rarely are foumd
in the heartha. This confirma earlier evidence that the eocastal tree
limit was well south of Nulliak at this time (Fitzhugh 1978; Lamb 1980).
A less conslstent pattern has emerged from radlecarbon dates. In additien
to two previous dates of 3795460 and 3710470 (SI-4822, 4823) from the
west end of Structure 8, we have a new date of 4210+110 B.P. { Bera-7740),
and dates of 2760+190 (Beta-7741; small sample) for Structure 11, and
3700490 B.P. (Beta-7742) for Structure 15. Until a new and larger suite
of dates can be obhtalned, we continue to view these house oceupations
at ca. 3700 B.P.

There are, however, a few factors that suggeat functlonal or chrono—
logical differences between Hulllak and Rattlers Bight. The presence
at Mulliak of quartzites and of lanceolate bhifaces, occasional end scrapers,
the relacive absence of small points and micropoints, and the elaboration
of soapstone technology contlnues to distingulsh these collections from
ftclers Bight assemblages. Of particular interest are soapstone pallets,
plummeéts, plummet blanks, cubtouts, and pendants which have incised leaf,
skeletal , and geometric designe, edge notching, ticking, and ather features.
Some of these resemble Beothuck bone pendants.

In general, the collections from Individual hearth areas or house
segments are similar to one another and do not Indicate major differences
in raw materfals, styles, or abundance of objects. Typically, a segment
or hearth area contalns 3=4 points or point fragments, a similar number

of biface fragmente, one or two pleces of worked ssapstons, occcasionally
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an adze or an adze fragment, 5-10 utilized Fflakes, and several hundred
pleces of small-sized debirage. These collections imply a relacively
brief cccupation of these houses, In some cases perhaps of only a few
wee ks .

These excavations seem to conflem the general features of the longhouse
model. A8 yer there i8 no evidence of individual production specialization
of functlonal or spatial concentratlon of teols in any sectlon of these
structures. The excavations to date conform to the model of individual
family dwelling spaces in a relatively egal ltarian multi-family longhouse.
Unlike cthe earlier Alllik-cype structures, MNulliak and Ractlers Bight
structures do not have Individual cache plts surrounding thelr lenghouses.
Perhaps an earlier pattern of family controlled storage was replaced
by communal supplies In larger caches.

Fleldwork also resulted in completion of che cthird objective, site
mapping and settlement pattern studies. A contour map was consbrocted
for the entire site on which were plotted all recognizable longhouses,
mounds , caches, amd other site features, together with surface artlfact
finds. In the process the number of ldentifiable longhouses was increased
to 25. Several of thess structures are remnants of ones that have mostly
disappeared due to terrace edge erosion, so that it is probabhly Impossible
to determine che total awmber of longhousés once présent at the sica,
Muring these surveys artlfact collections and radlocarhon samples were
obtained form additional longhouses; Structure 5, an Isolated and relatively
exposed 40 m long structure was mapped In detall; and several stone
cache piles and a long Pre-Dorset mid-passage house, Structure 25, were
excavated.

Surveys in the naighborhood of Bulliak Cove resul ted in more detailed
mapplng of & large cariboudrive ayatu_;u_al: nfllﬂi‘hkimh Lake , Identificacion
of a small earibou Feance west of Mulliak Pond (Figure 5), and lacation
and testing of two large multlcomponent Maritime Archalc sites ("Windy
Terraces" and "Windy Cove") between Mulliak Cove and Irerungnek
Fjord. These sites promise tuv provide important data on Maritime Acrchalc
occupations pre-dating the Nulliak period, eca. 6000-4000 B.P.

Increasing numbers of Pre-Dorset sites were alse found south of
Nulliak at Jerusalem Harbour and Hebron. Although our survey of the
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latter area was limited, it added new information to the Torngat Froject
and 1980 work, confirmming a high intensity of Pre-Dorest occupation.
Late Maritime Archaic activity here is almost nil, although sites dating
ca. 5000-6000 B.P. exist. lacte Paleo-Eskimo sltes and a large multi-
component Labrador Eskimo/Inuit winter site were located in a cove south
of the Ilterungnek pass.

Concluding our work at Mulliak and Hebron, we departed for Main,
arriving on 24 August. After reorganizing and packing collections and
equi pment, we proceeded south, reaching Goose Bay on 2 September.

Dliscussion

The 1983 season produced Important corroborative information on
the development of HMaritime Archaic culture as indicated by earlier
regearch in central and nmorthern Labrader. Earlier field and laboratory
dacta had indicated the exlstence of closely-spaced linear hearth chalns
at geveral early Maritime Archale sites in Groswater Bay. Although
excavations speclfically directed at verifying the longhouse model have
ok yét bean mdertaken here, analysls of data Ffrom previously excavated
sites at Sandy Cove, Black Island, amd Black TIsland Cove polnt toward
the presence of early Maritime Archale rectangular structures In these
sites.

Research at Afl1l1k provided more elevation control on the development
of rectangular structures In the early parc of the Maricime Archaic
sequence, 7,000-4,500 years ago. Although more work {8 needed on the
trangicion batween the pichouss and early single and double-roomed reccam
gular structures, a chronplogical framework for these changes 1s beginning
to emerge. A key point in this sequence {8 the recognitlon of possibly
transitional structures combining features of both round and rectangular
house Eorms at sltes lika Seal Cove Poine, Tickle Arichac, and "Windy
Cove". The dating and assemblage assoclations at these sites remain
unclear, and the links at this point are based on stylistie Ffeatures
and site elevatlons suggesting daces in the 6000=-7000 B.P. range. More
agcure is the asubgequent period in which the rectangular structures
take clear form as regularized segmented dwellings with typical early
Maritime Archalc assemblages, as seen in the threae-segment structures
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at Aillik West 1, dated to ca. 5200 B.P.

The 1983 fieldwork has also clarified and substantlated the longhouse
model Efor the late Marliclme Archale occupation. Similar conclusions
forthcoming from analysis of spatial data at Rattlers Bight are paralleled
by tha discovaery that Monument Poailnt 3 may be a single 70 m longhouse.
The Nulliak excavations clearly roveal the adequacy of the Alll Lk structural
modela for tha Ractlers Bight period, suggesting that large longhouses
were utilized in later Maritime Arcghale peciods, even north of the tree
limlt in nerthern Labrador. They also provide convineing proof far
interpretations based on architectural evidence at Alllik for occupation
of rooms or segments within these longhouses by small groups, probably
Individual families who utilized relatively similar tool asscmblages.
However, the diversity of soapstone artlfacts, some of which seéem to
have symbol ic meaning, hints at spaclally arganized social differentiaclon.

Data also indicate that Nulliak was recccupled many times by late
Maritime Archaic groups whose nactivities seem to have been compatable
to those represented at Mattlers Bight and other sites. General purpose
habitation remaing are found in all of the i{ndividual dwelling structures,
while meat caches, burials, caribou fences, and other types of structures
suggest maintenance of routlne domestic mnd ceremonial activities.
Although acquisition of Remah chert may have been an Important actiwity,
large amownts of primary debitage and quarry reduction are not found
at Hulliak, and the artlfact and Flake nssemblages contain a surprisingly
large amount of other lithic types. This is especlally Interesting
considering Nulllak's proximity to Ramah Bay and the greater dominance
of Ramah chert at more distant slces like Rattlers Bight.

These "nomal" activity patterns, however, must be viewed within
the context of the site itself, which Introduces certaln anomalous Features.
First there 1s the large number of dwellling structures, each occupled
by 50-100 individuals. How many of the 25 longhouses at Mulliak were
occupied at one time 15 not known. Hearth charcoal indicaces a shrub-tundra
environment which supplied gufficient amounts of wood for fuel, but
must have necegsslitated Importation of Eforest products—beaver teeth,
copper; wood for toole, boate and house construction; and other matar-
lals—from forest zones south of Mugford. During thils perlod Maritime
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Archale sites on the central coast contaln large amounts of Ramah chert.
Finally, there 18 the Ffollowing discribuclonal evidence: (1) Llarge
numbers of Pre-Dorset slites in Main, Okak, and Hebron betwsen G4000-3500
B.P. combined with the absence of late Maritime Archalc sites in these
same areas; (2) common Marltlme Archalc occurrence on the Central coast
and in the north at Nulllak and Saglek; and (3) evidence of wnusuvally
hweavy concentratlons of Pre-Dorset activity at Hebron, and only a short
distance to the north, of Maritime Archaic at Nulliak (Flgures 6, 7).
Thess conditions ralse a number of interest ing questions about relationshi ps
between these cultural groups.

Maritime Archaic Pre-Dorest Relationships: 4000-3500 B.P.

It has become clear that the late (Rattlers Bight) phase of the
Marltime Archaic in Labrador cannot be wunderstood without reference
te Pre-Dorset contacts taking place after 4000 B.P. Prior to this time
Maricime Archoilc peoples occupied labrador wnhindered by the prosence
of other cultural groups; thelr development was limited only by thelr
own creativicy in dealing with envirommental comdicions. By 4000 B.P.,
howaver, Pre-Dorset people had moved into labrador from the north, probably
only a few centuries after having migrated into the EBascerm Arctic.
Moving down the Labrader coast, they éncountered Maritime Archale Indians
who had a strong dependency on Ramah chert, Maricime Archaic people

had also, undoubtedly, attached special splritual qualities to this
material, qualities manifested in ritual, burial practices, myth, and
oral traditiens. In the coming centurles the influence of thease bellefs
and practices probably apread into cthe Canadian Maritimes and northern
New England .

The first contacts bhetween Paleo-Eskimos and Maritime Archalc people
must have bean memorable, for both had expanded inte virgin tarriceriss
without human competitors. Both had similar subsistence econcmies based
on a mixture of lond and sea hunting and Flshing thac placed them in
direct competition with esach other for subsistence and material resources.
Each, however, had a very different cultural pattern. Pre=Dorset social
organization seems to have been one of small, loosely banded hunting

groups. They were oxpert flint-knappers and preferred eolorful, Ffine



22

grained chert to more coarse—gralned materlals like Ramah chert. Perhaps
for this reason they were tempted to move Into the rich, timbered huncing
grounds south of Hebron, where they could obtaln not only wood but an
unlimited supply of the multi-colored Mugford chert varietiecs avallable
in Okak. Although Pre-Dorset people in this reglon utilized a small
amount of Ramah chert, Mugford cherts dominate their assemblages. During
4000-3500 B.P. Pre—Dorset culture flourished In the Hain-Okak reglon,
Judging from the large numbers of altes found there.

The effects on Maritime Archalc people of this movement by an alien
culture into an area south of their northermmost settlements cannot
at present be determined. It 1is significant, in any case, that very
few Rattlers Bight perloed sites are found In Mailn and Okak where Pre-Dorset
people settled (Figure B). Those that are known occur in “"hidden" locales
among the outer islands, rather than on the prominent open tercaces
where Maritime Archalc sites are usually found. The HKain—-Dkak late
Maritime Archale sltes are Invariably small stations or find locales
that seem to have been used as brief camps rather than as major hunting
bases.

The dynamics of this complex pleture of cultural geography are
not known at this time. Territorial divislons are best explained archae-
alogically by the dependence of Maritime Archale on Ramah chert and
Pre-Dorset on Mugford chert. FEvidence of conflict I8 not seen In the
archaeological record (although 1t probably occurred), and there 1s
also no evidence for structured economlc or social relationships between
the two groups. Maritime Archalc people maintained control of tha Hab-
ron—Ramah Bay reglon, and supplied Ramah chert past Pre-Dorset territory
to the central and southern coasts. The probability that Maritime Archaic
coastal movements were iIn large boats—perhaps dugout cances--would
reduce the hazards of travel or hostile actlon to these seafaring groups.

From technological evidence it also appears that contact berween
the two cultures was minimal. The single Pre-Dorset style burin found
at Battlers Bight seems to be a local copy of a Pre-Dorset tool, because
it ig made of Ramah chert and Pre-Dorset burins are never made of this
material, Likewlse, small, stemmed arrowpolnts of apparent Maricime
Archaie inspiration have bhesn found In Pre-Dorset sites, made of Mugford
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chert at a time when Mariclme Archalec knappers rarely made wse of chis
materfal, OF wmore signlficance Is the motlon that togpling harpoons,
filrst developed by Maritime Archlale prople, entered Fre=Dorest technolopy
through Labrador MA contact, and that bows and arrows may have passed
In the other direction (MeGhee and Tuck 1975). However, small projectile
polnts seem to appear as early as 5500 B.P. In central and northern
Mariltime Archale sites.

Untill sites with ocganic preservatlon are found In Labrador it
lg not likely that the significance of material culture exchanges between
these gooups will be resolved, What can be ascertained Is that the
Interlocking territorial diastribution of these cultures put each group
into more Intimate assoclation with each ather than previous reconstructions
{e.g. Fltzhugh 1978:91) have suggested. No longer are we speaking of
a simple boundary or "npo=-man’s land™ between the two cultures Like that
exhibited by ethnographic Indlans and Eskimos across the forest-tundra
houndary In Canada. Rather, the data suggest a planned , careful Ly maintained
settlement and procurement syvstem In which both groups acecupled outliers
of their main cultural distribution and maintained regular trading and
gsnclal relations hetween hoth perlpheral and core groups.

In this regard (t Ils I(mportant that the largest Ractctlers Bight
site known today 18 at Nulllak, situited In a tundra zone south of the
Ramah chert guarries, only 15 km morth of Hebron Flord. DMrectly across
the mouth of Hebron Fjord at Harp Peninsula, 30 km south of HNulliak,
there is a large Pre-Dorset site with 6 separate settléement locatlons
tach coatalanlng &4=6 Individual houses. Perlaps these wnusuwally large
glites resulted slmply from the exceptlonally good hunting comdltions
of the reglon, with the large numbers of houses resulting from occupatlons
spanning scveral centuries. On the other hand, one wonders whether
these large sitcs may have played some role [n establishing territorial
boundar{es along what must have been a stressful interface betweon cul tures
with strong ldenological, materinl, amnd soclal differences.

The effect of thlis compl leated distribution and resource acquisition
sltuatlon on Pre-Dorset and Maritime Arvchale cultures over a several
hund red-year period 1s difflcult to determine. Among the possibilicies
is that social stress may have contributed to cultural intensification
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noted in the Battlers Blght phase, when Increasing Iimportance was glven
o Ramah chert both in local technology amd export trade. Perhaps also
the wconsolidation of local groups Into large longhouse settlements can
be atiributed in part to the emergence of local leaders as boat captains,
as territorial defenders, and as purveyors of the Labrador trade linking
the mortherm outposts o Che southern heartlonds. Comparable effects
on Pre-Dorset groups are nol so easy to speculte on or to test. Never-
theless, the recognition of population outllers produces a welter of
possibil lties for Investigating Intercul tural relatlons. It also provides
a new dimenslon to the disappearance of Maritime Archale culture In
Labrador after 3500 B.P., which In the past has been attributed to a
combination of elimatic deterforation and the ef fect of advanc Ilng Pre-Dorset
people (Fitzhugh 1972, 1977), The growing reality of an actual Pre-Dorset
populatfon in the midst of Maritime Archaic terrvltory In central Labrador
adds a new dimension to thls discussion.
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Afllik West 1 (ChBt-1) {llustrating two three-segment
rectangular structures and associated cache pits, trap-llke
structures and other features. The large pit (51) probably
belongs with an earller component at the slte.
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Flgure 2
Afllik 2 {(GhBr-3) beach sequence showing series of Mari-

time Archalc structures between the 26-18 metre levels.
Structure 1 s a Palapo=Eskimo structure.
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Figure 3
Alllik 2, Structure 2 longhouse showing cleared floors,
rafged dividers and walls, post support holes, entry
aleoves or "porches” , and surround Ing cache plis.
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Figure &

gl

Nulliak Cove (IbCp-20) terraces with lecations of long-
houses, hurials, caches, caribou trap amnd other features
ldencified in the 1980 survey. Results of 1981 work

are not [llustrated. S8,11, and 15 longhouse excavat lons
are at the cast end of the slte.
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Flgure 4a
View north over Nulliak Cove. Site (IbCp=20) oxtends

from extreme left to extreme right between pond nmd cove.
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Figure &b

18

Mulliak Cove |, Structure B. Aerial view toward southeast.
Excavation extends &0 metres From caribou trail inte
vegetated area at upper left. The unexcavated portion

of the structure runs another 20 metres beyond the excavation
Limit.
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Flgure e Mulliak Cove 1, Structure 8, eagtern half of excavation
showing 20 metres of deposits with hearcth rubble running
down the centrellne of the structure. View east.
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Figure 5
Nulliak Brook caribou fence (IbCp-25) showing 1lines of

boulders converging on caribou crafil,
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Figure 6
Mariltime Archalec sites dacing ca. 7000-4000 B.F. Hote
heavy cluster in Nain area. Lack of high density in
Hehron and Hopedale reglone are probably doe to limited
surveys In these areas.
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Late Maritime Archale and Pre-Dorset sltes datlng ea.
4000=3500 B.P. MNote relative abrence of Pre-Dorset sites
iu Mulliak-Saglek-Ramah reglon, absence of Maritime Archaic
sltes In reglon from Davis Inlet te Okak.
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MARITIME ARCHAIC OCCUPATION OF BIGC ISLAND, SACLEE BAY:
A PRELIMINARY REPORT

Callum Thomson
Memorial University of Newfoundland

Introduct Lon
Im 1582, surveys of Blg Tsland In onter Saglek Bay revealed the

presence of several Maritime Archaic Indian sites contalning habltatlon
gtructures, the flrst recognized In Saglek Ray. Tn July 1983, under
the Historiec Resources Division archaeological research permic 83-6,
aome of these sites were re-examined and more fully documented, and
additional surveys conducted.

Blg Island and lts many archasological =sites have been described
in several previous works (Fitzhugh et al 1977; Thomson 1981, 1982,
1983; Tuck 1975). Im pummary, the (=land covers an arca of some 20
kmz. riging to near 400 m on lts several hills which fall steeply to
the Atlantic Ocean on the north and east sides and more gently to gheltered
terraces and coves on the south and west. The 35 km of shoreline are
indented by four large bights and many smaller bays. Previous surveys
of the coast and parte of the Interlor had presented evidence of utilizacion
of the island by Maritime Archaic, Middle and Late Dorset, and Labrador
Inult eultural groups. The Island’as locatlon ar the mouth of Saglek
Bay suggests that most occupants would have hunted harp seals as they
travelled among the outer falanda In thelr northerly and southerly mipgra—
tlons, #cals basking and denning on the sea lce, and seals and walrus
at the landfast ice edge. Locatlon of most of the Mariclme Archaile
sites on the outer edge of the island Indlcates that the lce edge and
sea lee might have bean the Ffavoured hunting areas, whereas moast of

the igland’s Labrador Inult sltes are situated along the channel between
Big Island and Shuldham Tsland where, with thelr larger numbers and

superior technology they were able to reap large harvests of harps.
The absence of substantlal winter dwellings, except for three Inult
sod houses on the south coast, Indlcates that the major occupations

of Blg Island would have been in fall and spring. Other game sought

48



&9

in these seasons would Include nesting sea birds on che eastern cliffs,
whales, and small herds of caribou.

The planned objectlives of the 1983 season were to document more
thoroughly those structures found in 1982 (Thomson 1983), fit them into
the Marfeime Archafe habltatlon structure development model baing prepared
by William Fitzhugh (see Fltzhugh 1984) for the northern and central
Labrador coasts, and to survey the southeast corner of Big Island.
Unfortunately, loglstical problems prevented full implementation of
thege objectives: detalils of cthe findings are summarized below. Funds
remaining from the Historic Resources Division field grant will be applied
to a more intensive project In preparation.

Surveys. The survey of the southeast corner of Big Tsland was limired
ta the east coast of Saglek Bight, the southern bays east of the hight,
and a ecircuftous Interior route back to the head of the bight. Part
of this area had been surveyed previously by Fitzhugh et al (1977) and
Tuck (1975%); consequently, sites located were assumed to correspond
with former slte designations and few details were recorded. No significant
prehistoric remains were discovered, but later comparison of field notes
with site record forms Indicated that three new historic Labrador Inuit
altes had been encountered: TdCq-55%, IdCqg-56 and IdCq-57. Thesa three
locations contained a total of 29 tent rings, 17 cache pits, 4 graves,

2 sets of kayak rests and 1 sod house. Ramah chert flakes were also
Found at 1dCq=56, suggesting a former Dorset occupation of the area.
All sites were on the southeast coast of Saglek Bight, close to present
gea level on active bheaches or cobble beach ridpges. One family of =ix
foxes and several adult and young caribou kept A wary eye on my progress
around the bay. At least twenty caribou were noted on the island during
two days; this small herd would have crossed in late spring onm the sea
lee from the south shore of Saglek Bay, and would return the same way
in Fall having spent a relatively flyless summer on the exposed outer
1slandz=.

1dCq~-54. A more thorough investigation of the Maritime Archale longhouse
gite Big Island 9, at the head of Saglek Bight (Thomson 19831), revealed
the presence of 10 caches, | grave or trap, a 2 m long trough of uncertain
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function and an indistinct sacond longhouse structure on the aAdjacent
boulder beach ridge, all within a radius of 50 m of the main longhouse.
Disturbance of the beaches by wave and Ice action may have destroyed
other structures at this site. While Llts low elevatlon of 7 m above
geta level seems problematic, the overall nature of che sice Suggescs
a date of occupation midway In the northern Labrador Maritime Archalc
cultural sequence, around 5000 B.P. (see Ficzhugh 1984). This site
has excellent potentlial for further Investigation.
IdC 3. On the Following day I returned to three Maritime Archaie
tes on the northeast coast of Blg [sland and more thoroughly mapped
the structures Ffound there in 1982 (Thomsom [983). At IM]E, Blg
Iseland East 9, 1 found a second locus 50 m northeast of the ecliginal
longhouse, consisting of four circular paved structures with gravel
and slab walls ralsed 10-30 ecm above grade, and a 4 x 3 m rectangular
structure with a ralsed gravel and slab wall, some interior paving,
and what appeared to be a Fallen stack of stone slabs at each corner,
possibly post support features. The (nterior had been excavated some
15 em below the terrace level. This structure resembles the 10 = &
m longhouse, House 1, at this site, which has four divided rooms, post
supports at each cornmer, at least three Interior hearth lecatlons, and
a possible entranceway at the northwest corners The east end of the
structuré I8 comprised of a thick gravel wall some 15-20 ¢m higher than
the terrace and may have anchored the east wall of cthe house agalnst
prevalling fall gales from the exposed northeast. The longhouse Ls
allgned with its long axils parallel to the shore of the bight 100 m
north. Chunks of purple and white quartzites and twn flakes of Ramah
chert were found Inslde and acround the structure. No lithic material
was sden in the smaller loaghouse or the paved structures at Locus 2.
Until more investigaction ls conducted at thils site Lt can not be determined
vhether or not the twoa locl are related in time ar aven cultural aFFilis-
tion. However, the Locus | longhouse seems to conform with the middle
phase of Fitzhugh's chronology and would therefoare have been constructed
around 5000 B.P. (see Flczhugh 1984},
IdCq-48. The more complete of the two pit houses at 1dCq-48, Big Island
East 4, was mapped and photographed in more derail (see Thomson 1983).
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Excavation of the wegetation and sofl cover om the structure’s floor
did not produce the anticipated lithie marerial which would have helped
to date this site. However, the two 1 m deep pit houses with associated
caches, the elevation (14 m above sea level) of the site, and Lts resemblance
to the A1ll1ik 3 site estimated to be 6HO000-7000 years old (Fitzhugh 1984),
suggest that a similar date of occupation would be appropriate for TdCq-48.
As with the later longhouse sites, allgmment of these four structures
is parallel to the shore line. Materlals used In construction include
some massive boulders weiphing several hundred kilograms.

loncluslons. The presence of these three Maritime Archaic habitation
sites, as well as those at IdCq-47 (longhouse and cache pit), IdCp-18
{2 eclrcular paved structures and 2 cache pics), 1dCq-50 (2 cent rimgs),
1dCq=51 (1 bilobate structure, | tent ring and | trap) (Thomson 1983),
TdCg=-6 circular paved structures), IdCp-1 {secondary lithic manufacturing
area), 1dCq-8 (long, anomolous boulder structure) (Fitzhugh et al 1977),
and IdCq-1 ({(lithle manufacturing area) (Tuck 1975), suggests that Big
Islanmﬂlizad by Maritime Archale Indlans over a period of saveral
thousand years as a temporary hunting area. The small slze of most
of the sites and the apparent dearth of lithic material at most does
not indicate prolonged or repeated occupation by Individual groups.
Welther does the Island seem to have played any role in the retrieval
and reduction of the Ramah chert so prevalent In late Marltime Archaic
sltes further south, as one might expect In a location so close to the
Ramah quarries.

Late on my second day in Saglek, the Tunuyak and crew from the
Smithsonian Insctltution under William Flezhugh arrived and, as thay
had already lost several days to bad weather and heavy pack lce en routo
norcth, we declded to abandon most of the remaining planned work In Saglek
Bay, and the following day headed south te Hulliak Cove to commence
work there. 1 had intended walking the 25 km back from Bulliak to the
Saglek Petro-Canada basc at the end of my stay, expecting to find evidence
of near interior caribou huntlng, =0 prevalent in the wvalleys behind
Mulllak Cowve, Im the interior valleys and passes north to Saglek. Unfort-
unately the injury of another crew member required that I leave a few

days early to accompany him to hospital 1in Goose Bay, thus postponing
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L} the interior survey tlll another year. While waiting for the Petrocan
plane at Saglek I was able to spend several hours searching (In vain)}
for yet another reported soapstone outcrop, this one in the wvicinity

of the former military base on top of Cipe Ulwvak.

While I was able to accomplish only the equlvalent of three days

work on my own project, Instead of the planned week or two, I did Ffit

In several more days-worth In the hours before and after the regular

(1) work day at Nulllak, and spent two very I[nstructive weeks with BLLL
Fitzhugh and crew excavating the extensive late Maritime Archale slte
at Nulliak Cove and surveylng other locatlons between there and Hebron

Fjord. These experiences wlll be of great value In future planned projects
in northern Labrador. My thanks to DOr. Fitzhugh and his assistants
for thelr hospitality and kind Instructlon, to the Petro-Canada offlcials
in St. John“s and Calgary Eor supplying loglatical help and the Petrocan

staff at Saglek for great hosplcalicy, and to the Historic Resources

Division, Department of Culture, Recreatlon and Youth, St. John's, for

supplying the rescarch permit, funding, and equlpment,
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS AT RED BAY AND BLACK BAY, LABRADOR

Ralph T. Pastore
Hemorial University

Reginald Auger
i Iniversity of Calgary
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In 1982, 1ﬁr. James Tuck located evidence of a probable Inuit occupation
in the harbour of Red Bay, Labrador. On Twin Island he found what appeared
to be a tent ring of whale vertebrae and a small sod house, It seemed
possible that this might be archaeological evidence of Joseph Hanks”®
1766 reference to Inuit camped on an Lsland in Red Bay (Lysaght 1971:213).
Some 10 km northeast of Red Bay, in Black BI.;_!.I'I, Ti.m.'.r-. reported another
aod house, also apparently Inuit {norigin. The question of Inult occupation
in the Straic of Bealla Isle has long incrigued and divided invescipators.
In 1980, Taylor, Marctlijn, and Clermont pointed out the lack of knowledge
about the chronology and activities of the Inuit in southern Labrader,
and to a large degree this is still the case. Our plan, therefore,
wag to record and test the features reported by Tuck and te survey the
Black Bay area in an effort to determine If further investigation would
answer questions about the dates of an Inult presence i{n the Strale,
the nature of that occupation = whether seasonal or year-round — and
the relationships between the Inuit and the various European groups
who have explolted the repgion.

Red Ray (11 July=24 July)

During this perlod we Investigated the two structures on Twin Island.
The first of these, Twin Island-2, I8 located on the northern extremity
of the island, some 4.5 m a.s.l., {(Plate 1). It was a single roomed,
sub-rectangular structure, ca. 4 m % 8 m, delineated by peat walls about
60-70 em high. The entrance was ca. | m wide, located 90 cm cast of
the southwest corner (Figure l). There was no entrance tunnel in the
usuil sense, but the walls on elther side of the entrance flared outward
to ca. B0 ecm., After test-pitting the {immediate exterior of the house,
and falling to locate a mldden, we divided the Interlor of the house
Intoe quadrants and excavated the northeast and southwest quadrants.

Later we dug a 2 m x «3 m trench through the entrance, and 30 em—wide
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glit trenches along two east-west timbers found below 20 to 30 om of
sterlile peat. The northerly of these timbers had been squared and measured
cd. 12 cm on a side. The southerly timber was simply a log with a diameter
of 10-15 em. The six north-south rafters were also logs averaging 10-15
cm in diameter. The spacing of these rafters (Plate 2) suggested that
perhaps two of the central rafters had been removed. The two slit trenches
demonstrated that both east-west tlmbers were slngle pleces indlicaclng
that the structure had heen topped with a Flat, shed roof. MNo evidence
that these timbers were lashed or nailed together was found, bur Che
outer timbers contalned nails with their heads protruding 5-10 mm abowve
the surfaces of the wood, suggesting that the rafters had been covered
with a plece of canvar or skin. A number of peat blocks found In the
interior of this house was evidence rthat furcher {nsulaction had been
provided by blocks of peat piled on the covering. MNo vertical roof
supports were found which led us to surmise that the roof timbers rested
directly on the tops of the peat walls.

The 1living floor of TI-Z was a thin, 5 cm greasy hlack layer of
organic material directly on the bedrock. The entire southwest quadrant
was covered with & deposit of wood chips which extended well into the
northeast gquadrant (Fig. 1). MNumerous pleces of cut wood also attested
to what must have been extensive woodworking. A small amount of charcoal
wis recovered approximately 20 cm from the edge of the Interlor In the
gsouthwest quadranc, but this appeared to be too little to have been
the remains of a hearth. The house may have been heated by a seal oil
lamp, but we Ffound litctle evidence of burnt Fact. It is guite possible,
however, that the hearth or lamp was In one of the unexcavated quadrants.

The Interior of TI=-2 produced surprisingly few artifacts. Most
notable were Bl wrought nafls, 40 pleces of cut wood, 18 red-glazed,
coarse earthenware sherds, fragments of a pipe bowl and stem, 5 pleces
of sheet lead, four gun flints, of which one was i{dentified as French
and the other English in origin (R. Steveng, personal communciacion),
several sherds of green pane glass, a Few fragments of a glass vessel,
two small pileces of as yet unidentified fabric, and two lengthe of cut
baleen. No bone or lvory was found, but this may have been due to the

acidicy of the matrix (sctanding water in che house had a pH of 4.53).
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The lack of diagnostic artifacts in TI-2 makes it difficult to
arrive at Ffirm concluslons about its occupants. Its exposed locatien,
flared entranceway, unusual roof construction, and lack of evidence
for a chimney argue for a non—European construction (6. Pocius, persomal
communication). We might also note the lack of ceramic goods usually
Found with 18th and 19th century Eurepean structures. The rather lacge
number of nails not wsed {in howuse construction is suggestive of the
Inult practise of using nalls as raw material for tools, except that
none of the recovered nalls showad migne of modification. Thare 1s
a possibility, therefore, that this 15 a European structure. The dating
of this house is also a problem, although fts hand wrought nails provide
some clue. Wrought nalls were superceded by cut nalls after the 17%0 s,
and even allowing for the perslatence of outmoded nails in places such
as southern Labradeor, 1t 1s difficult te imagine that TI-2 would have
been occupled much after the firgt quarter of the 19th century.

The smallness of this house, lts simple construction, and the scarcity
of its associated artifacts contrast sharply with larger, more elaborate
houses of Eskimo Island | and 2 in Hamilton Inlet as described by Jordan
(1974) and Jordan and Kaplan (1980). Artifact collections from late
léch and early 19th century houses in Hamilrom Inlet also reveal a much
wider range and number of European goods. If TI-2 is Inuit in affiliation,
w2 belleve, rather cautiously (t must be said, that 1t 15 evidence of
a short stay, perhaps a winter hunting or trading trip, by a small Inult
group in the late 18th or early 19th century.

Twin Island 3 lies 5.2 m above sea level on an exposed, windswept
hill eca. 130 m southwest of TI=-2. Limited testing here revealed what
appeared to be a whale vertebrae tent ring eca. 4.75 m in diameter.
Three wvertebrae were esxcavated and 9 more pleces of bone assumed to
be vertebrae were noted either wvisually or by probing. MNine square
metres were excavated Inside the tent ring, producing only 27 badly
corroded wrought naills, none wvisibly modifled, 4 chunks of European
ballast fline, 1 plece of baleen, and 3 uvnidentified bone Fragments.
Six 50 cm? test plts and a trench of 2 m x .3 m revealed exterior middens
where wrought nafls, ballast flint, baleen, and other organic material

overlay a Basque occupation. We found no dlagnostic Inuit artifacts



58

here, but excavations by Tuck later that summer resulted In the recovery
just outside the tent ring of a dreilled soapstons Fragment encrosboed
with burnt fat which appears to be a portlon of an oll lamp refashioned
into a pendant (Plate 3). Although the tent ring may be elther Tnuoie
or Indian in origin, the presence of a scapstone object argues strongly
for an Inuit presence. TI-3 alsa appears to be the resvlt of a hrief
occupation, perhaps the summer dwelling of the people who bulle TI-2,

which must have been built in the summer.

Black Bay (25 July=28 July)

For the first part of our stay In this area we surveyed the southwest
side of Black Bay (Plate 1) where we located three previously unreported
sod houses and a boulder fox trap. Followlng this survey we tested
and mapped the sod housa in Wiseman®s Cove previously reported by Tuck.
The Wiseman‘s Cove house was sub-rectangular, measuring 6 m by 4.5 m,
with walls averaging 90 em high, and an entrance directly in the north
corner of the structure (Plate 4)s The house lies In a narrow valley,
2.1 m a.s.l, Al mx2m test plt inside the walls revealed a timbered
roof fastened with wrought nalls over a sand floor. The test pit also
produced 21 bones, which prior to analysis appear to be mostly seal,
24 wrought nalls, and a fluted pipe bowl characteriscic of the periocd
1780=1820 (Moel Hume 1970). A Z m x 2 m test excavation (mmedlacely
in front of the entrance yvielded a large gquantity of ceramies and iron
objects, dating to the mid-19th century or later. The lack of artifacts
that could be associated with the house 1s puzzling, but may be the
result of a heavy sea, which, given the proximity of this housa to the
water, could have swept clean the unprotected area outside the house.
The location of thlis house In a cove known even today for its good sealing
combined with the pressnce of seal bones In the house suggests thatc
it vas a sealing camp. The plpe bowl argues for a late 1Bth century-early
19ch century occupation, and the corner entrance comblned with an Interlor
midden points to Inult rather than a European origin. HNonetheless,
our excavatlon hare has been very priéllminary, and we would not rule

out the possibllity of a different Interpretatlon.
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Recommendat fons

We believe that Ffurther work at Twin Island, Wiseman's Cove, and
Black Bay would result In a better umderstanding of the chronology
and purpose of what appear to be brief Inuit winter and summer occupations
of these areas. Our impression is that the sites we have reported represent
temporary hunting or trading camps dating to the late 18cth or early
19th centuries, but untll more work is done, these must represent impressions

rather than concluslons,
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PLATE 1

Southern Labrador from Ked Bay To Black BRay
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FIGURE 1

Peat-walled house at Twin Island-2 (EkBe-6)
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FLATE 2

Twin Island-2, peat-walled house, looking south
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PLATE 3

ODrilled soapstone, Twin Island=3
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PLATE 4

Sod house, Wiseman's Cove (EkBe=11).
Roginald Auger is atanding in the entrance.






1983 EXCAVATIONS AT RED BAY, LABRADOR

James A. Tuck
Memorlal University of Newfoundland

Excavatlons at the 16th century Spanish Basque whaling stations
At Red Bay, Labrador contlnued, during 19831, Inte their seventh fleld
season. Work was agaln financed by grants from the Soclal Sclences
and Humanlties Research Council of Canada and the Historle Resources
Division, Department of Culture, Recreation and Youth. The latter also
fasved permit no. 83=4 wunder whiceh the work was conducted. Onece again
the Canadian Conservation Institute provided a full-time professional
congervator for the duration of the fleld season, equipment and materials
for fleld stabilization of objects, as well as analytical and conservation
soervices during the winter of 1983-84.

Although this was oor seventh summer at Red Bay the area continued
to provide surprises In the form of new information and material. Exca-
vations concentrated om the large cemetery discovered in August 1982
(Tuck 19833, a structure near one of the preavicously-excavared tryworks
or "ovens", two small habitation sites on nearby Twin Island, and several
small ponda which proved to contaln remarkably well-preserved organie
and other remains. Each of these excavations 1s described briefly below
including not only a dliscusslon of the featurés themselves, but a prel iminary
deacription of the artifacts and other material recovered.

AREA C iz the loecatlon of a large and well-preserved tryworks or
“"oven" which was reported and {llustrated in Archaeology in Newfoundland
and Labrador 1982 (Tuck 1983). Excavations wvere extended Inland to

the west and south of the tryworks during 1983 where several large stone
atructures had been partially excavated during the 1982 fileld season.
These included A large rectangular rock foundation and two circular
rock and clay features overlying a deposit of wood charesal ecovering
more than 20 square metres and up to 50 cm thick.

At the close of the 1982 excavations we were baffled by chese structuras
for we could nelther age them with any precision nor could we ascribe
a Function to elther the rock and elay featurea or the large foundation.

The artifacts recovercd from the area indicated at least two eplsodes
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in the use of these features -- one of the l6th century Basque period
and a more recent late 19th and early 20th century occupitbtlon by the
ancestors of the present Inhabitants of Red Bay. At the time we also
suspected, but were unable te demonstrate, some occupation Intermediate
between the two {Tuck 1983:98). We belleved, however, that the clrcular
rock features were likely of Basque origin since the eclay [rom which
they were parcially constructed appeared identical to that used to mortar
the tryworks which are well dated te the l6th eentury. A survey on
the weat slde of “"The Rasin", or Inner harbour, however, revealed several
expogures of grey clay which resembles the material used in both the
tryworks amd cthe features at Area G. Hence, the attribution of che
Area C features to the Basque perfod on Lhe basis of the clay used in
thelr constructlon began to seem unlikely. At about the same time that
the Basin survey was taking place careful exeavations at Area G heégan
toa reveal material assoclated with the ecircular stone features which
dated nelther to the Basque occupation nor to the more recent unse of
the site by 19th and Z0ch century [lshermen. Hand forged nails with
heads unlike those of the late 16th century, coarse earthenwars wLCh
a green glaze also wnlike that from Basque uwccupation areas, what appears
to be a load bale seal, and other artifacts suggested that our hypothesis
aof an occupatlon intermedinte in time botweon the 16th and 19th centuries
was probably correct. This information, and other data obtained from
Area § allow us to reconstruct at least a provisional history of the
uge of the area.

The ecarliest utilizatlon of Area G was clearly by 16th century
Basques, For the lowest levels of the site, dsually on, or close to,
sterile beach gravels, produced rooflng tile fragments, nalls, coarse
sarthenware and majolleca eceramics, and other artifacts which can be
dupl lcated many times over from other areas of 16th century occupaclon.
A preliminary assassment of the distribution of the 16th century material
suggests that the material does not correspond with either the circular
features or the rectangular foundation. A faw post molds, however,
which do not seem to pertaln to the large rock foundation, may represent
the remains of a Basque structure In this area. Tt 18 impossible, however,

ta he precise about the nature of the 16th century utilization of Area
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. The peneral pattarn established for other shore stations on Saddle
Island {c.f. Tuck and Grenler 1981) suggests that a cooperage/dwelling
where casks were assomblad and repaired and where the coopers also Lived
ghould be associated with the tryworks located a few metres north and
east of the 1983 excavations. However, no evidence of coopering, elther
in the form of coopers” tools or refuse from coopering has yet heen
recovered. As indicated above, building hardware and domestic refuse
dominates the meagre collection, hence the hest explanation we can offer
at present is that the 1982 and 1983 excavations In this area have revealed
a small dwelling site from the 16th century, perhaps ocecupled by coopers
or the men responsible for operating the nearby tryworks.

The suspected intermediate occupation seems now Co have been confirmed
by a foew artifacts assoclated with the eircular rock and clay [eatures.
Moreover, we are now ahle to offer at least a tentaclve explanatlon
for Ilts presence. The nearly complete excavatlon of one of the elrecular
rock and clay features revealed not only the artifiacts of the late 18ch/early
19th centurfes but at least small quantities of what is unmlstakably
burned fat associated with this feature. This led the excavator, Stephen
Mills, to postulate that the Ffeatures were "sealing ovens" where the
fat removed from seal pelts was rendered Into marketable oll. 1In contrast
to the tryworks assoclated with whaling, those used to render seal oll
must be flred with wood since the remalning unrenderable fatr l1s not
suffleient for use as fuel as Is the case In the trying-out of whale
blubber. This hypothesis {s strengthenad by Iinformation obtalned ac
the site of a Jersey sealing statlon located about 80 km west of Red
Bay at Isle au Boais, Cuebhec. One of the students employed at these
excavations described the tryworks there as very similar to those [rom
Area G, including the wvast ameunts of wood charcoal surrounding them.
Finally, a date of 130%50 years B.P. (Beta-7268) suggests that the late
18thfearly 19th estimate for the age of thege features seems reasonable.
It remains impossible to say exactly who the proprietors of this enterprise
might have been, although a more thorough analysls of the artifacts
and historical sources pertaining to this period may reveal someching
more of their orlgin,

The lace 19th and early Z0ch century occupants of Area G seeom [o
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have been responsible for the large rectangular foundatlon reported
previously. A porcion of the foundation appears to overlie, at least
partly, ane of the seallng tryworks and post molds assoclated with the
wvall concain the well-preserved remains of sawn posts, some of which
bear traces of what appears to be red palnt. Red Bay was established
as a permanent sectlement by migratory [lshermen from Conception Bay,
Newfoundland (toe which names such as Moores, Plke, Ryan, and Yetman
bear witness) during the mid=19th century. The remaine of the original
settlement can stlll be seen on the west slde of The Basin, and summer
dwellings are reputed to have existed around the outer harbour. However,
according to local tradicion, the community seems to have shifcted within
n few decades to parmanent dwellings around the harbour vhere the oldest
extant structures in Red Bay now stand. Some of these dwellings were
apparently located on Saddle Island. Interestingly, this migratfon
now seems to have reversed (tself and several new houses are constructed
vach year In the bottom of The Rasin at the expense of older dwellings
near the harbour which are belng abandoned or torn downm at about the
same cato. We suspect that the most récent remalns at Area O réprésent
i dwelling dating from early in the period during which settlement shifted
from The Basin to the outer harbour. Ceramles from thie area are now
undergolng analysis by Charles Burke, a graduate student in Archaeology
at Memorial Universlcy, and will form the basis of his M.A. thesis.
Parenthetically, it s worth noting that there are a8 number of
Interesting research roples In historical archaeology which could be
carried out regarding the migratory [Ishery and early settlement at
Red Bay. How, for Instance, does the domestic and other material from
home ports In Concept lon Bay compare with that from the transltory stacions
which must exist at ‘Red Bay? How do the winter and summer dwellings
of the early settlement perfod differ? How did the construction of
the large merchant premises on Penny Island in the latter half of the
19th century affect the community of Red Bay? These and other similar
problems seem admirably sulted to investigation by historians, geographers,
and archaesologists interevsted In the last 200 years of southern Labrador
history and 1 suspect that some new Inslghts Into the social and economic

history of the area would result from thelr completion.
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AREA L is the area Iin which the firet Indicatlons of a large cemetery
wvere recovered in 1982, These excavatlons revealed a group of 12 wnburled
individuals and two deliberate hurials. One of the latter was a double
burial with the poorly-preserved skeletons extended on thelr hacks,
heads co the west, With che aid of Judich Logan of che Canad fan Conservation
Instltute we were able to remove these skeletons using car body filler
in place of che rtradictfonal plaster of Parls as a medlum for the block
lift. The other burial, contalning an undetermined number of individuals
in a variety of burial positions and orientations, proved to be far
too complex to remove In 1982, 1t, as well as the unburied skeletens,
was covered with layers of microfoam, polyethylene, and plywood to awalt
the 1983 field season. When we returned in June, 1983 we found chat
no damage had occurred during the intervening nine months; in fact Hurial
1 proved to be encased in a large block aof lee which preserved the skeletons
perfactly during the winter montha.

During the past summer the remainder of the wnburied skeletons
and the rcextlile aurrounding them were successfully removed. During
the course of excavation It became apparent that the skeletons were
resting directly upon a shallow midden or living Floor containing nails,
ceramics, refuse bone, and other evidence of a 16th century occupation.
Some sort of structure is supggested by the nallas and its use as a dwelling
Ls suggested by the domestic refuse deposit which extended several metres
in all directlons from the human skeletons. The absence of roofing
tiles, except for a few fragments, suggests an Insubstantial structure,
perhaps resting on the ground surface, for no post molds have as yet
been recorded. Although lacking any Fflrm evidence upon which to hage
such a conjecture, {t seems possible that the skeletons themselves were
abandoned wlithin some type of structure for, with one exceptlon, the
skeletons are perfectly articulated and display no evidence of scavenger
activity from bears, foxes, smaller mammals and even birde which might
be expected to have Inflicted some dumage upon exposed cadavers.

Despite the complete execavation af the sakeletons during 1987 we
are no closer to underscanding che events which surrounded Che abandonment
of these i{ndividuals, apparently at least partly elothed, than we were
at the close of the 1982 season. That they testify to some disaster



]

gpems clear. Whether or not it was one of the overwintering disastars
mentloned In several documents from the period (Selma Barkham 1977:
personal communication) ecannot be astated with any ecertainty, but it
Aatill seems to provide the most reasonable explanation. Wo trace of
violance was found on t'e shkeletons nor fs it likely that the cause
of death will ever be di termined given the poor condition of the hones
themselves. Although an overwlntering dilsaster may explain this onuswal
dlacovery, several questions remain unannwered. The survivors of whatever
took place simply may have becn toa weak to bury thele own dead, thereby
accounting for the fact that at least a dozen whalers were never accorded
a proper burial. Why they were not burled the following summer when
other whalers, or perhaps even a relief party, arrived from Spain remains
a mystery. The answer, 1 suppose, 1s that this tragic event, whatever
It might have been, occurred very near the emnd of Basque exploltation
of the Stralt of Belle Ianle, and that LF there were any survivoras they
witched in vain for a sail to appear the following spring.

Excavations also proceeded Intermittently on Burial 1, the grave
partly exposed in 1982 and preserved In 1ice throughout the following
winter. The Intermittent nature of the work resulted from one of the
wettest summers on record Iin Hed Bay during which the entire excavation
wia flooded repestedly and Burial 1 was often completely submerged.
Bailing, siphoning, a gasaline pump, and the eventual use of a self-acti-
vating hilge pump falledl to dry the burfal for more than a day at a
time. HNevertheless we woere ahle to determine that the grave pit, about
two metres In diameter; was a mass grave contalning a jumble of skelectons
numbering between 9 and 13. Posltlons cange from extended to tightly
flexed and all orientatlons have been recorded. Since the skeletons
are Llterally piled atop one another, since bone preservation Ils extremely
poar, and owlng to the Inclement weather we were omce again unable teo
complete the excavation of this feature during 1983. Moreover, we are
no more able to provide an explanatlon for this mass burial than we
are for the wunburied skeletonms in Feature 1, although some of the same
factors may have been at work.

Fxcavatlons were ualso extended to the area surrounding Feature

| and Burial 1 by which our speculations about a large cemetery were
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borne out. An addicional 20 graves were found. Adding these to the
Ewe graves previously recorded and Featura |, we now have a total of
23 "burial" features containing the remains of between 77 and 81 indivi-
duals. The average number of Indlviduals per feature stands at something
greater than three. In fact double or multiple burials were much more
pommon Chan aingle Intérments. Those for whish a reasonably accurate
accounting can be made include elght single hurials, five double hurials,
one contalning three [ndividuals, Filve with fowr individuals, one grave
each with six and seven skeletons, as well as Burial | having between
9 and 13 individuals, and Featore | which proved to contaln the remains
of 13 individuals.

Arcifacts found with the burials were very few In mumbar. They
include only a few nails assoclated with two Individuals who were burled
in coffins, several s=mall hooks and eyes, apparently from porments,
and a serles of unusual metal discs which, thus far, defy Interpretation.
Six of rhese ohjects were found associated with as many individuals
always on or near the tibia and/or fibula about five to ten centimeters
below the knee. The metal from which they are made hags been identified
at the Canadian Conservation Instituwte as lead which was apparently
cast or hamméred Into a flat elrcular or oval sheet ranging in &lze
from that of a quarter to about five by eight centimeters. Thes: were
then erudely perforated by punching small holes from one side with a
round object, perhaps an awl. In some Instances the resulting ralsed
portions on the oppogite side were smoothed by pounding or grinding,
but in other cases the opposite side was left rough. The perforatlons
do not form any particularly regular patterns but, in most cases, cover
most of the surface of the object. In one case textlle fragments similar
to those from Feature | were found adhering to the diss. We are pressntly
unable to provide an explanation as te thelr function, but they scem
td have had something to do with wearing apparel. Whether, however,
they served as weights in one corner of a cloak, or were locally produced
decorations, perhaps in imitatlon of some more costly counterparts in
usg In Spain, or secved some oCher purpose we ace unable to say.

Although many of the skeletons were in extremely poor condltion,
d lens of crushed shell which crosses the burlal area was responsible
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for the excellent preservation of a number of skeletons. Combining
the burial pattern Information with preliminary observatlons upon the
skeletons themselves a few preliminary concluslons, or at least suggestions,
are possible. ©Or. Sonja Jerkic, of Memorial University, who assisted
in the excavations, and Brenda Kennedy, a praduate student at the University
af Calgary, who will continue the analysils of the skeletal material,
provided the Ffield observations. The tentative conclusions are my own
and subject to modification pending further excavations and the completlon
of the osteological analyses. )

Frellminary indicacions are chact, insofar as they can be analysed,
all of the skeletons are of European males ranging in sge from their
early 20’s to early 40°s, and that whlle they were relatively short
in stature, thay reprosent an extremely robust population. The burial
population, therefore, seems unrepresentative of the Basques "..of all
ages .. some as young as 1l or 12 years .." which Selma Barkham (1978:18)
reports could normally be expected to be found among the cresmembers
of a whaleship. Adding together the unrepresentative burial population,
their robust appearance, and the high frequency of multiple burials,
at least two hyporheses con he put forward. The firsc 18 cthat cthe mulciple
burials can be accounted for by stacvation or deficlency diseases such
ag those presumably responsible for the deaths of che unburied individuals
who comprise Peature l. If this were the case,; however; 1 would expect
that both older and wounger {ndividuals would be represented which,
g0 far, Ls not the case. Also, diseases such as scurvy and other defleiency
digseanses ghould leave avidence on che skeletons and this does not appear
tod be the case, at least from the préeliminary analysi=s=. The second
hyporhesia, and the one which presently seems hest to fit the available
information, is that the skeletons we have exposed to date represent
the crowmembers of whalechonts who drowned or were killed in the dangerous
businesa of harpooning and killing whales. This would account not only
for the multiple burials =-— several boat crew members or even entire
crewvs having been killed when theic boat overturned — but it also accounts
for the restricted age range and robust nature of cthe skeletons. I,
as seems to be the case, harpooners and boat crews were among the better

pald members of a whaling expeditlon, It stands to reason that the men
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best able to obtain these positions might well have been of approximately
the ages of those found on Saddle Tsland amd that they were selected
on the basls of thelr physical prowess =- of which the skeletons also
display ample evidence. As a Final note, It seems that the boat crows
who shared richly 1in the profits from a succesaful whaling voyage o
southern Labrador and who probably compated vigorously for their positlonu,
were also subject to the enommous risks of hunting whales, a fact to
which the cemetery on Saddle Island bears dramatle wltness.

TWIN [SLAND, the small island south and east of Saddle Island,

was also the scene of several excavations during the 1983 fleld season.
Excavatlons were begun there when Ralph Pastore and Reginald Auger (this
volume) conducted excavations at several small structures, some of which
apparently pertain to recent Inult oceupatlons,. A4t two locatlons; however,
earlier European material was found, some of It closely resembling 16th
century materfal found on Saddle Island. At the close of the past summer’s
excavations a small rectangular structure had been exposed, a stratlfied
refuse deposit near a whalebone tent ring almost completely excavated,
and a pond adacent to the latter structure drafned, tested, and refllled.

At Twin Island-l (EkBe-5) a small rectangular structure utilizing
a near vertical bedrock outcrop for one wall was completely exposed.
The bedrock runs roughly NME hy SSW and the structure extends approximately
6.3 m from cthe rock face. The other dimension (8 approximately 8.0
m. It is comprised of large rocks amd small boulders with post molds
in the corners. ArC the southeast corner, adjacent o the roeck face,
a gap In the foundatlon and a palr of post molds approximately one metre
apart appear to define a doorway. A portion of the wall opposite che
natural rock represents & double wall with the Intervening gap filled
with fine beach gravel and shell. Several large whale vercebrae and
ribs were found Immediately outside the walls amd appear te have hean
used in the construction of the structure. Traces of wood, either wall
beams or roof supports, parallel two of the walls, amd other fragments
of degraded wood were found elsewhere in the structure. The remains
of a flreplace composed of large rectangular blocks of flat stone mortared
with grey clay sgimilar o that used in the tryworks and more recent

sealing ovens are apparent on the rock outerop., Although thls ls the
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best defined structure we have thus far exposed at Red BRay, les age
and functlon remaln somewhat wuncertain. The nails which apparently
fastened whatever frame was constructed there are 1dentlecal, at least
upon superflcial fInspection, to those from l6th century structures on
Saddle Tsland. A single sherd of grey stoneware, identified by Gerard
Gossett of Parks Canada as "Nommandy stoneware” is also identlcal to
sherds from three Basque structures on Saddle Island. The use of whalebone
and these few artifacts therefore suggest a 16th century origin for
the Twin [sland-1 site. However, the excavation of the collapsed fireplace
revealed three Ffragments of a kaolln smoking plipe with a small bore
dlameter characteristic of a much later period. While these are beneath
the rubble and elay from the collapsed fireplace and could concelvably
have been deposited some time after a |6th century structure was abandoned,
they are sufficient evidence to question the suggested 16th century
origin of the structure. Wood charcoal samples obtalned from the flreplace
and wood from the atructure iteelf will be submictted For radiocarbon
analysis with the hope that they will clarify this confusing plcture.

Twin Island=31 consists of a whalahone tent ring, an asgociatced
mldden, and a pond contalning large amounts of organle refuse. Pastore
and Auger (cthis volume) tested both the tent rinmg and midden arca where
they recovered materlal dating both from the lé6th century and some later
period. M™More extensive excavations in the midden area revealed a stracified
deposit containlng two culture layers., The uppermost produced Burapean
maiterial and a small soapstone pendant with a drilled hole which probably
pertaln to a lacte 18cth century Inuic secupation of the alte. MHost likely
the whalebone tent ring wag also constructed by these people. Benesath
thls more recent materfal , however, was a layer of wood chips and fragments,
haleen, and occasional arcifaccs which are Idencical to those [rom 16th
ventury deposics elsewhere. The wood chips are largely of local softwoods
and suggest that some congtruction accivicles ctook place cthere Inm che
hth century. Although additional excavations will be necessacy Lo
confimm 1it, we believe that the tent ring may be superimposed upon an
dvlder Basque structure. Hopefully, these excavations wlll take place
during the summer of 1984,

The pond located a few metres from the Inult tent ring and the
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suspected Basgue structure was dralned durlng the lattier part of the
summer; the materlal collected from the surface of a deep deposlit of
gile on the pond bottom suppests that our hypothesis regarding a Basque
structure nearby ls probably correct. In additlon to more than a dozen
whale vertebras, ot least six whale rihs, and a large mumber of wood
fragments, three arvclfacts from the sixteenth century were recovered.
They include: the side of a reel about 30 om lonmg, made from oak and
identical to others from Saddle TIsland; three fragments of a turned
bowl made from becch and wery much llke those recovered by Parks Canada
divers from the San Juan (cf. Ringer 1983:90, flgure 6); and an unusual
curved hardwood artlfact mortlsed at one end which contains anm iron
screw, It has not yet been Ildentified but appears as 1{f Lt might have
heen the handle of some weapon. We bhelleve that the deep oxygen—free
silt in the bottom of this pond has preserved a wealth of l6th century
{and probably later Tnulit) material and plan a major excavation during
1984 using siphons to remove the silt and pumps to provide a balanced
inflow of clean water.

This technique was used effectlvely during the summer of 1983,
although on a much smaller scale, on several small ponds on Saddle Island.
In these were preserved wood, leather, feathers, bone, lead, Llron, ceramics
and other materlals dating [rom both the l6th and 19th ceaturles. While
designed primarily to devise sultable techniques for excavating such
waterlogged sites, these limited excavatlons produced a large number
of arcifaces, most of them in a romarkably good state of preservacion.
The quality and quantlty of materlal from these small ponds and the
discovery of what appear to be even rlcher deposits oa both Twin and
Saddle Islands promise te provide a sample of material culture from

the l6th century which we can presently only imagine.
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A SUMMARY OF FOUR CONTRACT ARCHAEOLOCY PROJECTS
IN NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR

J. Gillum Thomsaon
Labradar Envlronmental Services

During 1983, this consultant completed Four contractas involving
archasological research in the province. Of these, three have not been
releascd yet by Che Department of Enviromment and therefore will receive
only cursory treatment here; the other has been accepted by the proponent

and 1s summarilzed below.

HISTORIC RESOURCES EVALUATION OF THE PROPOSED ROAD CORRIDOK FROM WABUSH
TO ROSS BAY, LABRADDR. PREPARED FOR THE DEPARTHMENT OF TRANSPORTATION,
GOVERMMENT OF NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR.

The proposed highway route between Labrador Clty/Wabush and Ross
Bay, Labrador was surveyed and assessed for its historle resources potential
and for the expected level of Impact upon these resources by the déevelopment
(Thomson 1983a). The 64 km—long section of highway ls part of the planned
Trans-Labrador Highway which will eventually connect the Quebec routeé
between Montreal and Permoot wlith the Atlantlec coast towns of Happy
Valley/Goosée Bay. The sectlon under study wis exeémpted [rom the Full
environmental Impact assessment process providing that historle resources,
wildlife and Flaheries Impacts were oxamined.

In order to assess the historle resources potential of the proposed
highway route, three days were spent flylng and walking the survey line,
shores of ad jacent bodies of water, eskers and other features of Interest,
and Interviewing Informants. The total of known sltes within the development
area amounted to onme prehistoric sice in the Wabush reglon, recently
obliterated by mining activities, two histacle perlod Indfan camp &ites
contalning an insigniflicant amownt of cultural Information, and one
currently ocecupled Innu fishlng camp. Material collected Llneluded two
fragments of samall mammal bone; material recorded hut not collected

amounted to one ground ond polished prehistorle stane tool; Features
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abserved number two wood tent Fframes, one with an assoclated cobhle
hearth, FfFlve single-family tent rings and elght stone ring hearths;
contemporary natlve sltes recorded conslsted of one ethnographically
interesting hunting/fishing camp comprising two dwellings and several
related hide and food preparation areas.

Assuming that this represents the entire site inventory Ffor the
proposed highway route, [t would seem to conform with the oplnions and
findings of Informants, ethnographers, explorers and archaeclogists,
and with lecal assessments of game populations, that prehlstoric and
historie native occupatlon of this part of the Interior wms light and
sporadlc. Probable reasons include the undependable and easlly-exhausted
game supply and the absence within the development area of access routes
between the Interlor and the coastc.

In wiew of the Inslgnificant nature of the findings, the proponent
wag advised that no further Investigation need be carrled out at the
two historie sites and that no avoldance or other mitigative procedures
be employed; that the contemporary flshing camp s Iin no danger of direct
impact and requires no management proposal; and thac the single prehistoric
site has already been destroyed by development. As this report has
not yet heen released, no further decalls will be presented in this
publ leation.

INITIAL ENVIROMMENTAL EVALUATION OF THE ST. JOHN'S ATRPORT DEVELOPHENT
PROJECT. PREFPARED FOR TRANSPORT CANADA.

An Initial environmental evaluation was commigsloned by Transport
Canada I[n advance of proposed future development of facilicies and services
at St. John's Alrport. The study reported upon here was conducted under
subcontract to CHECL Limited, St. John"s, and documents the potencial
for disturbance of hlstorical and archasologleal resources within the
area {Thomson |981b).

Rescarch Into archlval, litecature and Informant sources revealed
that although hlstoric sites are numerous around 5ct. John®s and a fow
prehistoric slites are scactered about the eastern coast of the Avalon
Peninsula, none are known to exist within the present or proposed houndaries

of the airport. However, sufficlent evidence was collected to warrant
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either monitoring of any development which disturbs intact segments
of the property or extenslve subsurface testing prilor to development,.
While no risk is envisaged to known hlstoric sites in the reglon or
historically signlficant builldings In the vicinity of the alrport, an
extensivel y=used military road and scveral 18ch century military batterics
are known to have been constructed close to the present eastern boundary
of the alrport. It was recommended that these be identiffied through
archival and fleld research.

In gum, the alrport region seems on the surface not to be rich
In historic resources but 1s close enough to known historic and prehlstoric
sltes for further investigation to be warranted. This report has been
accepted by the proponent but not yet released by the Department of
Enviromnment, so no further details will be given hera.

PREPARATION OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
OF THE PROPOSED TOTE ROAD BETWEEN ROSS BAY AND TWIN FALLS, LABRADOH.
IN PREPARATION FOR THE DEPARTHENT OF THANSPORTATION, GOVERNMENT OF NEM-
FOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR.

This contract waa granted to Labrador Environmental Services by
the Provincial Department of Transportation in October, 1983. We have
been asked to draw up the Terms of Reference which willl govern the conduct
of a full envirommental Impact assessment of the proposed section of
the tote road between Ross Bay and Twin Falls, Labrador. Our responsibility
includes contactcing all Govermment agencies, private businesses and
citizen groups who might have concerns about the enviromment, histerical
regources, business, Industrial amd recreational opportunicties, soclo
economie wvalues or any other aspect of 1life In Labrador which will
be altered by construction of the road and the eventual links ft will
provide with Montreal and Goose Bay (Labrador Environmental Services
n.d.).

These concerns will be {temlzed within the Terms of Reference,
which will also include a descripition of the project and the geographic
setting, an outline of the proponent’s commitment to study the concerns
and provide appropriate mictigation procedures, and a presentation of
the study methodology to be employed by the proponent or lts consultants.
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fince aceepted by the Department of Transportation, this document will
be submitted to the Department of Environment for review prior to commen-
cement of the Envirommental Impact Assessment process Iln 1984.

PROPOSAL FOR MAMAGEMENT OF THE DORSET ESKTIMO SOAPSTONE QUARRY AT FLEUR
JE LYS, WHITE BAY, NEWFOUNDLAND. PREPARED FOR THE HISTORIC RESOQURCES
NIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION AND YOUTH, GOVERNMENT OF

NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR.
[ntroduecion

Based on rescarch and fleldwork conducted In 1983, this report
summarizes a full account to the Hlistorie Resources Division (Thomson
1983c) of the Dorset Eskimo soapstone quarry at Fleur de Lys, northern
kaie Verte Peninsula (Figure 1), 1its present and past signlflcance,
the extent of all known worked outcrops and their state of preservation,
ind presents a plan for management of the proposed Provincial Historle
flte. A photographic and ground survey of the Fleur de Lys area wag
conducted In October, 1983, in order that:

a. previouasly unrecorded outcrops of aboriginally-worked soapstones
bhe located and documented;

b. the present level of vandalism, natural eroslon and other forms
of destruction of the quarry be established, recorded and compared with
jrevious levels, and measures proposed to combat thle loss;

¢. pedestrian access to the main part of the quarry be planned;

d. a programme of archaeological research at the site and in the
near vielnlty be suggested:

m, a land gurveyar be gulded around the quarry preparatory to
the production of an areal survey for site declaration purposes;

F. Informatlon regarding the potential for development of the
quarry as a4 Provincial Historic Site be gatherad and assessad,

The soapstone quarry wasg utilized by Dorser Eskimos over a period
nf =meveral hundred years during the last millennium B.C. andfor the
first millennium A.D. Unlike members of the Indian cul tures who precesded
and followed Dorest occupation of the Island and who cooked over oapen
wood fires, the Dorset depended upon soapstone for manufacture of cooking
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pots, bowls and seal oll lamps. Thousands of blocks of the stone (preforms)
were extracted from cliff and boulder Ffaces for this purpose And scars
from the removal of the preforms are plainly visible on soapstone outcrops
around the town of Fleur de Lys. While most localities have survived
much as they were laft by the Dorset, some more vislble and accesslble
groups of workings have attracted many generations of grafficti artists
and other more mal lefous vandala. This damage, (n combinatlon with
natural ercsion and Indiscriminate development, ls rapidly destroylng
and dafacing parce of this unique and highly significane histoarie resourca.
The report recommends chat immediace attencion should be paid to eliminacing
vandalism and combhating arosion at the site, increasing sciencifie knowledpa
of prehistoric exploitation of the quarry and assoclated trading practlses
and habitation patterns, and pressnting this informacion in & mannar

attractive to and understandable to the public.

Fleur de Lys socapstone quarry

The main part aof the quarry, consisting of saveral discrete loci
of groupa of removal scars, 1s situvated near the east eéend of the CLown
of Fleur da Lys, on the northern tip of the Baie Varte Peninsula. A
secondary workod outérop Lls located at the southwest extremity of Cown.
All loeci are similar in that they display evidence of having been horizon—
tally mined of blocks of soapstone; these blocks, or preforms, were
ultimately destined to be reduced to cooking pots, bowls and shallow
lamps fuelled by seal oil. Dorset quarrying activity probably spanned
a pérlod of several hundred wyears, Judging by the I[nvestmént of time
which must have been Involved In the removal of the large number of
preforms from the site, leaving a phenomenon known locally as "the Indlan
carvings". These are actually ¢liff and boulder faces displaying rectang-
ular, clrcular and oval scars where the preforms had been removed success-
fully, and circumscribed protrusions where removal had been aborced
because of an unseen Flaw in the roek. The foot of these faces (s 1ittered
to a depth of several metres with debrcis from the removal of preforms,
discarded hard stone quarrylng tools, naturally ereding bedrock and
accumul ated soll. Some of the wndercut cliff faces may have had three

or four layers of blocks removed as the concavity occasionally exceeds
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1.5 m; excavation at the base of the cliff In one locality revealed
scars as deep as 1.5 m amnd carvings are reported to be as deep as 2.5
m bhelow the surface on a nearby outerop which forms one wall of o well.
Thus Lt Ls clear that the more than 500 wisilble scars, sometimes rilsing
to a height of more than 3.5 m above present ground level, account for
only a fractlon of the vessel preforms removed from this quarey.

While this site {a thought to be unique in the province and, by
virtue of lts size and generally good state of preservacion, highly
significant as a source of Information on prehistoric technology, little
scientlfic research has been conducted to delimlt its size, to date
ite pericds of exploitation, to discover the areal and temporal boundaries
of export of its product, or to Investigate the technologlcal activities
involved in soapstone extractlon and reduction. It receives brief mentlon
in publications dacing back to the late 19th century (Lloyd 1875; Howley
1915; Jenness 1932; Wintemberg 1940; Linnemae 19753; LeBlane and Carignan
n«d.}, but mot until 1981 did research apparently exceed casual gathering
of sorface specimens and photography. In 1981, Christopher MNagle spent
two weeks At the slte excavating at the bage of the main cliff, measuring
removal scars and preforms stlll attached to the bedrock, and taking
geological samples, from which he prepared a preliminary report on the
technology Involved in removal of the preforms (Nagle 1982).

Baged on Information accumulated from these sources, [rom personal
observations at the slte over a perlod of twoe years, and from local
intervieus, Lt appears llkely that the Fleur de Lys soapstone quarry
was utilized exclusively by Dorset Eskimos. However, untll more extensive
Investigation (s earrled out, the possibility that this site was also
known to Maritime Archafc Indlans as a source of soapstone for plummets
and amulets prior to the Dorset arrival on the Island should not be
ruled our. No evidence exists to support Howley (1915) and Lloyd's
(1875) contentlon that Beothuk Indians used socapstone for lamps and
cooking vessels or that they visited the site as Howley maintalns.
Similarly, apart from some now faint Franch names inseribed in the rock
face, it is doubcful whether as reported by some local informancs, the
French seagonal settlers were responsible for any of "the carvings".

Exclusive and lengthy Dorset utilization of the quarry Ls supported
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by considerable evidence, including the extensive number of preforms
removed , preform morphology, the use of uniform technology in the extractlon
process (Nagle 1982), and the loventory of artifacts collected from
the site including chert blades, possible burin-like-tool Ffragments
and a soapstone vessel (described below). Datlng of the perlod of ex-
ploitation is not yet possible because of the lack of chemlcally datecable
material such as charcoal In the quarry slite. Added to thils problem
is the lack of known habitation sites at Flewur de Lys, the absence or
unavallability of finished wvessels or wvessel fragments which could be
dated typologically, and the dearth of associated dlagnostic tools.
Excavatlon at the site, return to the proavince of the vessel found at
the slte, and recovery of the LeBlanc/Carignan collection would help
solve this problem. An estimate for exploltation in the early centuries
of the flrst milleanivm A.D. was provided by Linnemas from comparlson
of soapstone from Fleur de Lys and the dated slte at Sop’s Island {Linnamae
1975: 72, 207=208). This seems to be supported by the limited information
avallable on the lithic tools collected by LeBlanc and Carignan (n.d.).
The Fleur de Lys cove may have heen well suited for aboriginal
habitatlon as well as soapstone procurement, The present enviromment
offers a safe boat approach and sheltered beaches, encirceling hills
to deflect winds, a southeastward Cacing nspect for maximum winter sun,
fresh water, abundant hard- and soft-wood and plentiful game., Seals
abound In the bay and on offshore lece from November until May, salmon
and cod fishing is reputedly the finest on thia part of the coast, sea
fowl, partridge and several kinds of herries are avallahle In large
numbers, and carlbou now only occaslonally seen were certainly much
more numerous in former times. Surveys have not yet encountered the
remains of habitation structures, middens, soapstone reduction stations,
aor other evidence which would prove thac the Dorset spent more ©lme
here than was required for soapstone preform extraction. However, the
discovery of some lithic tools unrelated to soapstone quarrying, a finished
vergel and the reported wealth of contemporary fawnal and other food
regaprces Indieate the need For larther Iovestipation o document Che
extent and nature of Dorset and other prehistoric occupation of the

Bay.
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The quarrying process seems to have been consistent in all five
known locl, and has been well documented for Localities 1 and 2 by Nagle
{1982: 116-118). 1In summary, the shape of the scars and the still=-attached
aborted preforma ranges from rectangular through sub-rectangular to
oval and round , and most preforme vary between 20-25 em In width and
25=30 em In length. Exceptlons to this range Include several oversize
gscars and a few minfature ineised rounded scars and preforms close to
ground level on boulders and outcrops. HNagle speculates that the latter
were probably the work of children imitating their elders.

Preforms = large blocks of soapstone several centimetres thick
= were formed on the rock face by a process of seraping a depression
araund the required bleck with a hard, hand=held, crudely sharpened
atane toonl. Removal of che prepared block then entailed levering or
striking from an open side often made accessible through prior removal
of an adjacent preform. The plentlful hammerstones found at the site
{cf. Linnemae |975; 208) may have played some part In this final process,
while others have been more recently used by visltors intent on defacing
thie site with their (nitlals. Any organic materials used by the Dorset
for levers, such as wood, Ivery and antler, would have disintegrated
long ago. Most preforms, once detached, were probably transported to
their place of trade and/or use before being gouged out into vessels.
The substantial welight of even one preform suggests that winter transpor-
tatlon by sled over snow and fice mlght have been easier than summer
movement by boat (assuming that the Newfoundland Dorset possessed elther
or both sleds and water ervaft). The hypothesis of winter exploitation
of the site might also be supported by the abundance of seals hera in
this season, and the ready avallability of snow which might have drifted
to form a natural platform from which to reach those scars locaced at
least twice man’s height above the present ground level. If this hypothesis
g correct we might expect to Find evidence of substantial winter dwellings

within commut ing distance of the quarry.

arry loci
Locality l. Localities | and 2, two of the major loei at the quarry
have been described previously by MNagle (1982:106-113). Locallity 1
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it the most obvious, largeat grouping, partially i{llustrated by Howley
(1915: Plate XXXII), Jenness (1932:231), Wintemberg (1940: Place XV(1)),
and Linnamae (1975: Plate 12d), best known te local résidents, and reciplent
of most of the vandalism at the site. Removal scars are Intermittently
groupad along 180 m of e¢liff face, bedrock outcrops and boulders commene Lng
near the highway and disappearing Into the hillside. Clustering of
gcare and avoldance of intérmediate areas probably reflects preference
for the quality and constituent elements econtalned In these discrete
locations, the relative ease of access to new preform blocks created
by the prior removal of an adjacent block and (sheer speculation) Individual,
famlly or band boundaries. Excavation at the base of the cliff In 1981
revealed that scars extend well below present ground surface and are
now hidden by natural debris and tailings from preform removal operations.
Some 350 removal acars and preforms are visible at chis locallcy.

The group of workings closest to the rood haz receilved the greatest
amount of damage In recent years = Inltlals carved or pecked into the
face of che outcrop — because of ILts low, exposed, relatively smooth,
accessible surface. Several new sets of inicials 20-30 cm high were
savagely pecked into the rock face during 1983; damage to the rest of
this loecalicty haz been confined largely ta flat slabe which have fallen
off the cliff Fface. This graffitl Includes Intricate deplctlions of
galling ships bearing some similarity to Miemac petroglyphe on che Medway
River, Nova Scotla, examlned by Brian Molyneaux (1983), which may Indlcate
the antiquity of and multi-cultural proelivity lowards grafficl-wricing,
as well as myriad inftials, dates and names. Damage to the pot scars
and preforma 18 less vielble and has béen limlted to pecking at protrusions
with hammerstones.

Localicy 2. Magle®s Locality 2 {g located | km wesat of Localley
1, at the head of a small, sheltered cove., Eleven large boulders ac
the water’s edge eontain approximatoly Fifty scars and preforma, some
nf which are now submerged ar high tlde. Thelr resistance to flce and
water croslon [s testament to the hardness of the soapstone In this
area. Desplite, or perhaps because of the presence of several houses
around this bay, no trace of vandalism (s evident. MNo Dorset or other

archaeological material has been found in bullding or gardening operations
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in the vicinity.

Locality 3. Loecallty 1 (8 sltuated at the easr end of town, 250
km from Localicy 1. Approximately 50 scars are visible ahove the present
fround surface, which has been ralsed considerably {n recent decades
by gardening activities and construction of a root cellar agailnst the
outeraop, as well as by natural aceunulation of soil and vegetation.
It is probable that many more removal scars and preforms are hidden
below than are vislble above ground. MNo lilthic tools or deblitage were
seen in a qulck survey of the garden. Other reported groups of workings
At this locality are now covered by thick undergrowth and backfill from
a gravel quarrying attempt by the local road crew.

Several outerops of soapstone oecur on the valley FEloor between
Locality 1 and 3; all are badly eroded because of thelr unsheltered
positlon, lack of protective vegetatlon, and proximicy to several households
of children. No scars or preforms were seen, although some may lie
hidden beacath extensive talus slopes.

Locality 4. Locality 4 occupies another small cove, about 400
m east of Locallty 2. A local informant teld me that as a child he
had played among "the carvings", scraping the bedrock te obtalin powdler
for warpalnt. He remembered that a dozen or s0 more scars used to be
present than are now vwisible: apparently a higher sea level or the action
wf dlee and waves have temoved the workings orc the boulders upon which
they were situated. There are now seven scars remalning, one on a large
boulder In the sea, the others on boulders or cliff fces above the beach.
The scars are generally shallow and smaller than those at other locallicies,
and always well (solaged from each other, giving the Impression chag
this was a test lecatien abandoned when superior quality soapstone was
subsequently discovered.

Muring basement excavatlon operatlions several years age at a house
near Locality 4, a small complete soapstone vessel was discovered.
Degeriptions range betwsen oval and rectangular, so that assessment
of function and temporal placement are impossible wntill It 1s returned
ta the province Ffrom Ontarlo, where It now resides. This 4s the only

complete, finlshed soapstone vessel known from Fleur de Lys.
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Locality 5. Prior to the cutting of the new road through the soapstone
outerap which continues southwest from Locality 1, several scars and
preforms were known to exist north of Locallts 4. HMost were destroyed
by blasting durlng the road cutting work; only one 18 now wvisible, on
the north slde of the cut.

In summary, five discrete Llocatlons are now Known Eo have boon
utilized for socapstone preform extraction In the Fleur de Lys area.
Each shows evidence of asimilar technologlical methodoleagy In the extraction
process, morphology of the resultant scars and preform fragments eahibits
basic homogeneity, and the small number of diagnostiec artlfacts (although
unseécn by the author) seem to derlve from the same cultural tradicfon,
namely the Dorset culture. Accumulation of gquarrylng debitage, Including
scrapers, hammerstones and soapstone waste, naturally eroding bedrock,
windblown and waterborne soil, and vegetation has created an overburden
In places exceeding two metres in depth. While over 500 scars and vessel
preforms are currently known and visible on the rock faces, those bhelow
ground and the multiple rows removed from what are now caves and overhangs
potentlally increase the real nummber of vessel preforms quarried to
many times this number. In addition, it (s probable that other groups
have not yet been located and still others may have been destroyed by
past human activities and naturally ocecurring events. Vandallsm consisting
of hammering of projecting preforms, Indlscrimlnate pecking of the rock
face and, most pecvasive and visible, scratehing or pecklng of names
and Initials and plctorial Images Into [lat surfaces has been confined
mostly to Loecaliecy |, but has seen conslderable fncrease in the two
years since the wost recent wave of sclencific Interest began at the
site. It isg vital that measures be implemented to prevent this destructlion

of a unique historic resource.

Slte manageméent

Recent sclentifie Investipation, a resurgence in local Interesc,

nnd the temporarily depressed reglonal economy, which hag  sharpened
the entreprencurial Inscinces of a segment of cthe local popularion,
require that some form of management  progeamme be  Implemented at che

Fleur de Lys soapstone quarry to preserve cthe slce, provide employment



213

and create a tourigst attraction. The coxtensive slze of the site, which
stretches over at least one Kilometre, and the long-established nature
aof the town which surrounds the quarry, obviously preclude development
uf the whole site and possibly diceate agalnst declaration of all loci
within a Provineial Historie Sites. The vulnerabilicy of the worked
outcrops to vandallism and weathering demands some [orm of physical preser-
vatian to Aupment the Ase pratecting this and all archacalogical sites;
concomitantly, the uniqueness of the slte merits continuing archaeological
atudy and accesslbhilicy by interested members of the publie. The Flaur
de Lys soapstong quarry, which seems to have withstood most natural
impaccs Eor approfimately two thousand vears, ig suddenly baing assailad
im several fronts to such a degree that (€ requires immed iate and continuing
protectlon measures whiech will safepuard lta Future, parmit accesaibilicy
of a legltimate nature, prevent damage by vandals and innocent pedestrion
traffie, halt attrition by development aml wundue levels of aatural arosion,
and perhaps be instrumental {n boosting the reglon’s economy through

increascd tourist ackivity.

Coneluslon

A survey of the Fleur de Lys area and of local informants gathered
informatian on five disercte outcraps which had been worked by Dorset
Eskimos, an Increase of three from the previously recorded total of
known lecalltles. It cam be expected that other minor locations lie
undeter ted beneath brush cover and In unlnhabited locations in the vicinicy
nl town. Groups of scars and preforms were recorded and photographed
ind the imount of graffitl and other vandalistic abuse noted.

Theee acceds routes [rom the main road to Locality 1| were proposed
and one ldentificd as the most sultable. Suggestlions were made as to
the approprinteness aof «ach soapatone working locallty for development,
burfal or other treatmeqats 1F was proposed that at some time in the
Future a museum be planned whiech would be c¢lose to the main cuterap
and would house some representative Dorset artifacts and educational
panels. Two locatlions were suggested.

The land surveyor was guilded around the quarry site and plans for

development digcussed. Futwure archaeological research directions were
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suggested to lInerease knowledge of exploltatlon of the quarry, discover
the extent of other Dorser use of che site, and document che disceiburfon,
nature and density of Dorset and other sites on the Haie Verte Penilnsula
and vicinity. Informacion from this programme would be used (o Che
preparatien of a research report, didactic pancls and public pamphlets.
Hecommendations were presented for dealing with the problem of vandalism
at the site and presceviog the resource, while encouraging Ilnereased
visitation. Interviews elleclted che general feeling that some form
af development of the quarry would beé welcomed; [déas rFange from a simple
pienic area and interpretive panels at the slte to a traller park and
museum. Certalnly somée form of managoment plan must be adopted immediately

Lo save this site from continuing abuse (cf. Thomson 1983c¢).
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EXCAVATIONS AT BOYD'S COVE, NOTRE DAME BAY - 1983

Ralph T. Pastore
Memorilal University

Boyd s Cove 1 a large (ea. 2100 m?) Beothuk and Recent Indian
aite located on a glacial moraine at the bottom of Dildoe Run in eastern
Notre Dame Hay (Figure 1). Area A, tested In 1982, was found to contaln
an extensive Recent Indlan occupation which had been thoroughly di sturbed
by Eurapean gardening, probably in the late 19th century. Area B, compriaing
about 1760 m?, was also investigated in 1982, and it revealed 1| features
which have been Interpreted as Beothuk howse pltas (Flgure 2). Thers
may indeed be more than 11 house pits; features H-4 and H-8, for example,
may represent multiple, overlapping houscs. House | was partially excavated
in 1982 as was a 10 m? area to the northeast. 1In this past fleld season,
House 11 was almost completely excavated, and House 3 was excavated
to the bottom of its living floor and to the surfaces of lts earthen
walls. A total of 47 m? outside of these houses wns cxcavated to the
gferile subsoil. Only one important feature, a concentrationof fire=cracked
rocks (Plate 5), which lacked both a slgnificant amount of charconl
and burned subsoil, was found outslde the 1mmediate environs of the
excavated houses.

House 1 had contained a hone and shell midden of some 8.25 m¢ which
extended almost 2 m toe the northeast of (ts entrance and te a polnt
about 2 m inslde, overlapping the house’s coentral hearth. Thizs midden
yielded 1.743 kg of bone and 12.093 kg of shell. (A radlocarbon sample
of this shell (Beta 6729) has becn dated at 270470 B.P.}. Other samples
of the shell and all of the bone were sent to the Zooarchaeological
Identification Centre, Mational Museums of Canada, Ottawa, for Identifi-
cation. ‘Although a Final report has not yet been received, preliminary
analysis points to an Interesting subsistence pattern. Although Boyd®s
Cove 15 a coastal site, its location at the bottom of a protected run
provides good access to terrestrial resourcos. Inltlal examloation
of thia faunal assemblage bears this out. The Impresslion Ls that "marine

resources are not as Important as land-based fauna," and, overall, the
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general pattern ls one of a "diverse subslstence pattern” (Stephen Cumbaa,
peraonal communicacion). In this regard, the Beothuk inhabltants of
Boyd®’s Cove appear to have had the same preference for sheltered "inner"
sltes as did their prehistoric ancestors, the Recent Indians (PFastore
1982).

The faunal collection also contalns a relatively high frequency
wf beaver, otter, and marten remains. While beaver 1=, of EIH.[I':EE‘I a
food animal, otter and marten are much more llkely to have been procured
for thelr furs. Interestingly, at Wigwam Brook, a Beothuk site on the
Exploits River which probably dates to the late 18th/early 19th century,
heaver bones were only 0.63% of the total mammalian bones (Stewart 1973:4).
The very small mmber of beavers in that collection may, in part, reflect
the fact that it ls highly unlikely that the Wigwam Brook Beothuks were
engaged In a Ffur trade on the eve of their extinction. The relatively
high frequency of fur-bearlng animals also fits well with the 377 trade
beads so far recovered [from Houses | and 3.

Other specles, namely elder duck, oldsquaw, black gulllemot, Canada
goose, common loon, double-crested cormorant, jaeger, as well as the
American smelt and polar bear remalns suggest that the creators of the
midden had occupled the site from late winterfearly spring to late fall.
If the fur-bearing animals were taken at the time of year when their
peles were at maximom cthickness, thls would indicate a winter occupation
as well. There is real doubt, however, [f such an Inference may be
drawn. Selection of pelts in this manner presumes direct communication
between trader and hunter. This Is erdlnarily the case In a Fur trade,
but there 1s evidence that the Hoyd s Cove Fur trade, 1f it exisced,
did not resemble a typlecal North Amerlcan fur trade. Jobn Guy's encounter
with Beothuks in 1612 (Howley [1915:15-18), suggests that the Indianas
he met were accustomed to a Form of trade knowm ag a "dumb barter."
This Is a process whereby one group leaves goods at a designated spot,
to be traded at a later time for ather goods by a second party. In
1793, George Cartwrlight, testifying before a Parliamentary committee,
noted that "formerly a very beneficial barter was carried on between
our people and the Indlans somewhere near the port of Bonavista, by

our people leaving goods at a certain plase, and the Indians taking
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what they wanted and leaving furs in return...” (Howley 1915:50-51).

If the posited European-Heothuk fur trade took this fore, the buyers’
notions of what constituted a prime pelt might have been difficult to
communicate, Such a fur trade would, of necessity, have been rather
marginal, and the Boyd's Cove asaemblage reinfarces this hypothesls.
The Boyd‘s Cove collectlon differs markedly from those recovered from
mainland sltea where aboriginal occupants carried on a fur trade. Boyd's
Cove, for example, lacks evidence for the trade axes, bells, mirrors,
trade blankets, aml the like whlch one would expect to find. In Lts
present conflguration, the Boyd's Cove assemblage strongly Indlcates
an aboriginal group which carried on a very marginal fur crade and obtalned
the majority of its BEuropean articles by stealing from abandoned f[ishing
premises. For example, f[orged nalls represent 605 of the 871 metal
objects so far recovered from Boyd®s Cove, OFf these nalls, acr least

99 were aboriginally modifled. Other metal abhjeccs Include:

strip ilron pleces 26
knlfe blade fragments 15
cagt lron pot fragments 11
fish hooks I
projectile points

{apparently made from nails) 7
rod iron 5
possible hinge fragments d
brass aor copper ketcle fragmentcs ')
brass or copper fragmentcs 2
adze 1
trap base |
lead shot I
iron button fragment I
unidentified fron ohjects 181

TOTAL A7l
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Dther Eurapean articles recovered from a Beothuk context are:

plpestems 9
bheads (made from plpestems) B
ceramics (Nommandy stoneware} 16
glaza fragments 21

trade beads (KEidd [lal2 & TIa5a) i

The relatively high frequency of nails to other metal ohjects contrasts
atrongly with the Wigwam Brook collection. There, nails formed only
12.5% of the metal objects. This would be consistent with the much
later date of that slte"s occupatlion. By that time, the English migratory
fishery had been largely abandoned for a sedentary one which would have
greatly decreased the opportunltles for stealing from seasonally-abandoned
fishing =stations. In addition, the Wigwam Brook Beothuks (according
to the slte’s faunal analysis) were llkely living there year round (Stewart
1973:18), probably because an expanding white occupation of the coastline
denfed them access to marine resources (Tuck [1976:74=75), and to coastal
gstructures gsuch as wvharves, stages, and stores which formerly would
have been a rlch source of nalls. PBuropean tools {perhaps stolen from
white furriers) made up 9.8% of the metal objects at Wigwam Brook (LeBlanc
1973:  118=-136), oOther late 1Bthf/early 19th century sites alang the
Exploits River have wylelded large numbhers of trap parts {(Don Locke,
peraonal communication), also suggesting theft from Furriers as opposad
to ahsent Fishermen.

Evidence that the Beothuks were In contact with the Prench comes
from the discovery In 1983 of 16 ceramie sherds ldentifled by Gerard
Gussett (Parks Canada), as Nommandy stoneware (personal communication).
These sherds, representing at leéast two vessels, were recovered from
Houses 11 and 3. Normandy stoneware was manufactured I{n France throughout
the colonial perfod and thus cannot serve as a rellable chronologlieal
marker. The presence of thls stoneware, in fact, casts further doubt
nn the poseiblility of using the pltifully small sample of pipestems
to date the Boyd's Cove Beothuk occupation. The stoneware suggests
that the pipes might be of French manufacture which would rule out use
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of the Harrington—Binford plpestem daring Fformula, for no bhore diamerar
chronology exists for French pipes. (There 15 a possibilicy, it should
be noted, that the Bayd's Cove Beothuks were in caontact with aberiginal
allies of the French. Marshall [19B1:74] has suggested possible contacts
with the Montagnais, and there are Miemae oral traditions hinting at
a peaceful relationship with the Beothuks [Howley 1915:25].)

Sa far, the earlier hypothesized date of AD 1670-1720 for Boyd's
Cove (Pastore 1983a) continues to be based largely upon clreumstantial
evidence, now buttressed by one radlocarbon date (Beta 6729) of 270470
B:Fs on the previously meationed shell midden, and slightly weakened
by another date of 140470 B.P. (Beta 672B) from charcoal recovered [rom
a hearth built on the wall of House | after it was abandoned. None
of the European objects, (ncluding the trade beads, appear to have any
chronological specificity. It is doubtful, however, whether the slite’s
highly visible plthouses could have been occupled much past the 1720"s,
since that decade saw the beginnings of a white occupation of the coastline
as close as 6 lm away (C.D. 194/6, f. 11}). The recovery of a metal
object, now posltively idenctified as part of a trap base, points toward
an oceupation sometime after the 1670°s when English furrlers had hegun
to exploit the Bonavista Bay hinterland (Head 1976:19).

Bayd"s Cove may have been occupled during the perlod 1&670-1720
because it combined nearness to food stocks with safe access to Europeans.
Boyd's Cove lies within a magxe of islande amdl shoal waters which would
have been fine for canoes, but dangerous for any European vessel larger
than a longboat. 1In the perlod A.D. 1670-1720, Boyd's Cove was located
in a niche betwsen a French fishery (n the western portion of Notre
Dame Bay and an English Flshery In Bonavista Bay (Head 1976:15-16).
Muring thie periad, the site may well have been a refuge from which
fits inhabitants made canoe wvoyages to European zones to trade or to
steal.,

Eventually, recognitionof changing styles in Beothuk house construct lon
may agslist in the dating of this site. Already, I(nvestigation of the
Boyd's Cove houses has Lndicated some differences with those of other
gices. House | was partially oxeavated in 982 because Its walls and

entrance were well-defined and a test pit In its entrance indlcated
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A lnrge shell and bone mildden. Sinee the locarion of this midden suggested
that It had heen deposited by the occupante of neighboring House 11,
that structure was chosen for excavatlon In 1983, Had it not been for
ehe Facr that we helieved that we had already identified H-11"s midden,
we would not have excavated this howse, for it appeared that extensive
post=abandonment activities had blurred the outlines of frs wallas and
distorted (s internal features. (Thix proved to be the case; In Fock
our [nterpretation was made even more dIfficult by the discovery thac
House 11 had been subject to conslderable ant and roort discurbance.)
House 3, on the other hand, was bath clearer in outline and larger in
Areis It rescmbles House | in a mumber of ways, and was selected for
comparison with Houses 1 and 11.

Surprisingly, the Boyd's Cove structures differ in some detall
from historical accounts of Beothuk dwellings. Thease depict two types:
a winter and a summer structure. The winter houses are deseribed ag
square or multi=sided constructions, the latter composed of long posts
driven wvertically into the ground and Flattened so as te fit together
claosely. Horlzontal pleces of wood were attached to the tops of these
posts, and to these were affixed poles which projected inward to form
a conlcal roof with a smokehole In the middle. The roof was covered
with bark and the walls were insulated by mounding up sarth around them.
The only acount ment loning Interior dimensions refers to an Inner diameter
of ca. 67 me Other descriptions refer to a central hearth surrounded
by a number of shallow sleeping hollows (Howley 1915:15, 30, 85, 211).
By contrast, summer wigwams are portrayed as clrcular frameworks of
poles roofed with bark, skin, or canvas and having an {nner diameter
of cias 2-3 m (perhaps an underestimatlon). Summer dwelllngs apparently
algo had sleeping hollows, but lacked the vertical posts and surrounding
earthen walls (Howley 1915:15, 29-30, 48, B3).

Houae 1 most élosely resembles che winter tvpe of structure in
dimenslons, with an inner dlameter of ca. 6.1 m, but it may have been
bullt in a different manner. It appears to have been constructed by
diggilng a shallow depresslon and then wsing the excavated earth to Fform
a low, earthen wall in a shape which might be described as elther elghe-

slded, or an Irregular cirele. Posts were gunk vertleally into this
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wall, perhaps 40 em apart (although we cannot be sure of this spacing
until more of the walls are excavated). These poscs may have supportCed
a roof projecting Ilnward to the centres A mumber of Interlor post holes
suggests Inner walls and Interlor racks. This configuracion 1s similar
to John Cartwright’s account of o square structure on the Exploits River
which was "framed nearly in the Ffashlon of the Enpglish Fishling hooses,
only that the studs were something apart, from which 1t was evident
that thay alone could nor, in chat scate, Form the shell as (n tha Enmgliszh
bulldings, where they are closely jolned together. But elghteen Inches
within this and parallal ro fit, there was another frame of slighter
workmanship rising to the roof..." (Howley 1915:30). The space between
these two walls, Cartwright assumed, had been fillled with deerskin for
insulation. Aside from the fact that House | Is not square, {ts douhle
wialled construction appears to resemble that deseclbed by Cartweight.
House 1 also had a central hearth surrounded by sleeping areas. Only
one oblong depression, some 1.7 m long and 5-7 em deep, could be Identified
A8 a4 poseible slecping hollow (Pastore 1983a).

House 11 (Figure 1) differs In a number of ways from House 1.
It might be described as a summer wigwam erected within a shallow depres-
sion. 1Its configuration may, with equal accuracy, be described as either
gix-sided or sub=circular, with a maximum Inner diameter of 4.7 m.
The builders of this dwelllng took advantage of the natural slope where
possible, and where necessary bullt up a low earthen wall, almost certalnly
out of excavated soil from the depresslon (Flates | & 2). The interlor
postholes near the base of the walls may Indlcate a wigwam while the
postholes in the wall, at least three of which were angled inward, suggest
that polegs had been pet {n the earthen wallue, perhaps te keep a covering
in place over the frame. The chree post holes on the marglng of the
hearth may Indicate racks for cooking or storage. One or more of these
may be evidence of a post or pusts which supported the structure. Onc
aceount of an early 19th century wipgwam describes it as "simply a Few
poles supported by a fork..." (Howley 1915:8%).

The hearth in House 1| was almost bare of flre-cracked rockas or
charcoal, but was delineated by a shallow depresslon and an underclylng
stratum of burned, red subsoll (Figure 4). No sleeping hollows were
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evident; the areas Interpreted as sleeping areas were characterized
by a much lighter concentration of rocks, and a relatively level topography.
The northeast and southeast gquadrants were characterized by hard-packed
Living floors, a characterlstic not notleeable In the other two quadrants.
[n House 1, areas excavated by Llcs bullders were Indicated by an absence
of the ashy-grey leached zone characteristic of the reglon’s podsols.
For reasons that are not clear, this did not hold true in House 1l where
the leached A2 horizon had obvlously re-formed In some areas (and was
absent in others where one would have expected 1t Eo be). House 11
had heen riven by several large roocs, and lts poslcion, partially Inside
the modern forest margin, may he responsible for this.

Interpretation of House 11 was further complicated by the long
prehistoriec and historic aboriginal occupations at Area B. This has
meant that fits earthen walls, as well as those of House 1, are, In fact,
gecondary deposits of [fre-cracked rock, loose, black organiec material,
and other cultural debris. Even If posts had been allowed to decay
or burn In such a matrix, the resulting postmould would have been difficulc
to discover. Where structural posts have beon removed, as appears to
have been the case in House |1, the resultant postholes have been difficulc
ar {mpogsible to recognize. To make matters worse, house pits at Boyd's
Cove have also been used In a varlety of ways after abandonment. ALl
throe houses investignted have served as midden receptacles, for oxmmple,
while one hearth was bullt on the wall of House |, and another was builc
inslde House 3. ‘These post-abandomment activities have served to blur
the outlines of the walls and perhaps to distort Internal features.
This was especlally true In House 11. Alcthough the ontire interlor
of that house was excavated, an area of 13 n® has not been excavated
below the surfacea of the walls. It le hoped that coemplete excavatlon
af the walls will provide a more accurate picture of the house.

Investigation of House 3 was begun, and by the end of the season
we had uncovered a large area down to the living floor of the interior
and the original surfaces of the walls (Plate 3). The interior of this
house measures ca. 5 m ot irs maximum (Plate &), and appears to contain
4, or perhaps 5, oblong depressions around the outer perimeter of the

interfor. A small amount of fire-cracked rock has been found in the
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centrea, and we expect that subsurface excavation will reveal & central
hearth. House 3 also appears to have beon extensively used after abandon—
mént. What has tentatively been fdentifiled as {ts eatfance contalna
a hone and shell midden; a small hearth has bhem found In [ts norcheast
interior; and a large mldden deposit of what appears to be mammal fat
covers part of the northeast wall.

Clearly, the houses investigated so far at Boyd's Cove do not quite
conform to historical descriptions of Beothuk louses. In fact, a house
type intermedlate between the summer and winter dwelllng s (mplied
for Boyd's Cove. House |1 might be described as a "winterized" summer
dwelling, while the more substantial House | s8til] lacks the large contlguous
posts sald to bhe characteristlc of Beothuk winter houses. The Boyd's
Cove houses also differ In som: detall from modern reports of archaco—
loglically investigated houses. Nelther House 1 nor House |1 possesses
the clear hexagonal plan of Devereaux’s B5 house at Indlan Polat, or
the pentagonal plan of LeBlanc’s Feature 14 at Wigwam ABrook. The "expanded
corners” vhere walls jolned, at the Indlan Point and Wigwam Brook houses,
vere not discernible at Boyd's Cove, and although the Boyd’'s Cove houses
had central hearths, they were not mounded as reported by Devercaux
and LeBlanc. The Boyd's Cove houses also lack the peripheral interlor
platforms and the configuration of depresslons of the BS houseplt.
Mo clear evidence of posthales was found at either Wigwam Brook ar at
Indian Point where Cime precluded an Investigatlon of subsurface [eatures
(Deveresaux 1970: lLaBlanc 19731).

The diffecences between the Boyd s Cove houses and those reporied
from Wigwam Brook and Indlan Paint, as well as chose in histarical aceounts,
may be chronological or locational In origin, or both. With the exceprlion
of John Guy's very brief description of a temporary coastal wigwam and
another dwelling described only as "a agquare Fform with a small roofe
(Howley 1915:15), all other accounts refer to habltations oceupled In
the last half of the 18th century and the [(icst gquarter of the 19th
century. Deverecaux’s B5% house and LeBlanc’'s Feature 14 very llkely
date to this pericd as well. Ry contrast, the Boyd's Cove 8Cructures
may well date to a perlod perhaps 100 years earlier. The house constructlon
at Boyd“s Cove may simply reflect an earller style, or it may reflect
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the fact that Boyd's Cove Is situated on the coast. Ordinarily, a coastal
locactlon might 1imply & relatively rtemporary wigwam, but as has been
noted earller, the faunal assemblage suggests occupation for much, if
not most, of the year.

Suppert for these hypotheses comes from work done at Boyd‘s Cove
this season, and from earlier work done by Devereaux at the Beaches
slte. Clear evidence that the Beothuks are the historic descendents
of the possessors of the Little Passage Complex (see Peaney 1981: Evans
1982; Pastore 1983a), comes from the discovery of some 14 Little Passage
projectile points and four brlangular bifaces found elther with or above
Beathuk Iraom objects. It should be noted that no evidence for the con
structlon of pit houses has been found at any Little Passage sites,
and this suggests that the Boyd s Cove houses may represeént an evol—
utlonary mid-peint between the (presumably) flimsy structures of the
late prehlstoric perlod and che very substantial structures of the lace
historle perlod. Indeed, it Is tempting to speculate that the historic
plt houses are & functlon of Beothuk access to EBuropean goods which
would have made both house constructlon and subslstence technology more
afflelent.

Devereaux {(1969) parcially excavated two Beothuk house plcs at
thi Beaches and although they were probably, as Devereaux notes, disturhed
by high seas, In slze and shape they resemble the Boyd's Cove structures.
fme house at the Beaches also contalned o number of stone tools inclweding
what would now be descrilbed as a Little Passage polnt, as well as lron
artlifacts. Tb {8 quite possible that this occupation might have occurred
at roughly the same time as that of Boyd’'s Cove.

Both the Beaches slte and Boyd s Cove Indlecate a leang prehistoric
and histerle occupation (Carignan 1977), Area B at Boyd’s Cove, however,
has heen largely free of the sorts of disturbances which have complleaced
interpretation of culture history at the Beaches. This has enabled
g Eo begln constructing a typolepy of Little Passage projectile points
baged on thelr relative stratipraphlie positlon. Although more work
ig needed, some trends chrough time are Immed(ately recognizable (Flate
f). Clearly, there was a tendency In later periods to make these points

smaller, and stemmed rather than corner-notehed.  Eventually, we hope
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to be able to construct a more detafled typology of Little Passage artlfacts
which should be of conslderable use to students ol Newfoundland prehlstory.

The 1983 fleld secason was Flnanced by grants from the SSHRC and
from the Historle Resources Diviglon, Departmeént of Culture, Recreatlon
and Youth, Province of Mewfoundland and Labrador. 1 would like to thank
Jane Sproull Thomszon Ffor her support, BUr. Jamer Tuck for his fovaluwable
advice and patience, and an exceptional crew conslsting of Gary Baikie,
J. M. Barber, Bill Gilbert, Mary Plttman, Dong HRobbins (Crew Chiel),
Fred Schwarz, and Jeff Webb.
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FLATE |

House 11, looking northwest. The hearth 18 located where the two
baulks cross; the blackboard marks the southeast edge of the entrance.
The profile of the baulk on the far right Indicates that the bullders
of this structure cook advantage of a slighe notural rise te form parc
of the house’s earthen wall. The three 1 m2 units In the backg round
have not bean excavated complately. The cultural material remaining

in these units {llustrates the extensive uvse of House 11 afrver fcs aban—
dooment as a dwelling.
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PLATE 2

House 11 looking southeast through the entrance. Note the profile
of the baulk on the extreme left which indicates that the house bullders
built wp a low earthen wall to mateh the slight natural rise on the
other side of the baulk.
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PLATE 3

House 3 looking gsoutheast from above. The baulk on the far left
runs through a black greasy mldden of what appears to be mammal fat
deposited on the wall of the house after {ts abandomment.






120

PLATE &

House 3 looking southwest. The string marks the approximate inner
limlts of the house. Sleeplng hollows ean be distingulshed in the southeast
and southwest quadrants, to the léafr of the centre baulk, at the base
af the walls.
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PLATE 5

Featura B1-1, a concentration of Flre-crascked rocka., This Feature
appears to be associated with the prehistoric Little Passage complex.
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PLATE &

Projectile points. Points a-¢ were found on top of house walls;
d was found in House 3 above the living floor; all, therefore, postdate
house oecupations. Points &,f were found Ineide the entrance to House
I wicth and above the iron ohjects; g—] were found inside houses on the
living floors. Point k was found near Feature B3-3; 1 was recovered
from wall Fill as was n; m was excavated from an area just outside House
1, but below the historle Beothuk level. Projectile points o and p
were recovered from Inspector Island (DiAg-2), a Beothuk/Little Passage
complex site 9 km west of Boyd's Cove. Polat o was assoclated with
charcoal, radlocarbon dated at 61060 B.P., while p came from a hearth
which produced charcoal dated at 690440 B.P. While both o and p may
he eonsidered Little Passage points, thelr morphological differences
may be functional inm origin.






THE PORT AU PORT PENINSULA ARCHAROLOCY PRILIECT
PRELIMIHARY REFORT

David N. Simpson
Memorial University of Newfoundland

The Port au Port Peninsula Archaeology Project took as Lts focus
for the 1983 fleld season a regional investigation of the Port au Port
Peninrula. It was hoped that the disecovery of a group of related sltes
might lead ultimately to a more complete description of a particular
culture’s subsistence=settlement system than would be possible 1f the
project had concentrated on a single site.

A number of factors contributed to the cholce of the Port au Fort
Peninsula as a research area. Primary among these was the degree to
which Infitial Investipgation Indicated it to be riech in resources relative
to the reglons which surroumd it. The peninsula interrupts the annual
hirp scal migration along the west const of (ngular Newfoundland. Anadromous
fish runs in rilvers along the immedlately adjacent coast are particularly
rich. Outerops of high quality chert have been reported (Robert Stevens
1983: personal communlcation). Finally, weather in the Immediate area
of the peninsula may be described aes anomalous, providing sunny drier
summers and colder winters with, however, greater snowfalls as compared
to locations within a one hundred kilometer radius (Ranfleld 1981).

In terms of logistics, the problem of defining the research area
wag made rather simple bhecause the peninsula is almast complétely bounded
by water and has an adéequate road network. The reglondefined is recognized,
howaver, as an artifleial construct in that it {s not necessarily autonomous
in terms of the use made of Lt by prehlsteric peoplés. The annual round
of any given group might well have taken it outside of the Port au Port
reglon: The project was thus required to locorporate any relevant available
data from the adjacent malnland.

The Port au Port Peninsula also forms a different geographic confi-
guration than other resource rich areas Iin Mewfoundland and Labrador
which have been studled with reference to subsistence settlement systems.
Most of the reglons defined for such research sa Ffar have been deep
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bays or inlets such as Okak (Cox 1977), Saglek Bay (Tuck 1975) and Hamilcon
Inlet (Fitzhugh 1972). It was felt that the conflguration of resources
as they are distributed around a peninsula as opposed to an inlet might
condition subsistence—settlement systems In a significantly different
MANNEr »

Before anything as advanced as hypothesizing a subsistence-settlement
system could be approached, a number of more immediate aims had to bhe
defined. A primary aim of the research was the construction of a cul ture
history for the rvegion. This culture history, not to be considered
as an end In ltself, was visuallzed as a necessary fFirst step in the
early stages of archaeological research In a relatively unknown region.
It would establish a data base and provide a framework within which
problems might be formulated.

At the Port au Port site, DdBg-1, Paul Carignan {1975) had recovered

material he considered to relate to Beothuk, In addicion to evidence
of a Dorset Eskimo occupation at the Isthmus site, DdBgq-2. His report,
the only previous archaeological study of this region, suggested a pair
of potential secondary objectives to the Port au Port Peninsula Project
relevant to research currently being conducted In other areas of the
province.
The following lines of fnquiry were proposed: o clarify cthe nature
of the Dorset oceupation of the Port au Port Peninsula in relation to
the reglonal expressions of the Dorset in Newfoundland, a problem currently
being addressed by Robbins (1983); and the identification and description
of Recent Tndian components in the context of research beilng conducted
on the south coast (Penney 1981, 1982), and in MNotre Dame Bay (Pastore
1982, 1983).

Due to the exteat to which the present population of the peninsula
restricts access to some areas, a random sampling scheme was not employed.
The two sltes reported by Carlgnan were revislted and as many sections
of accessible shoreline were surveyed as time permitted. Inaccessible
shorel ine, that dominated by cliff with Litele {f any beach, made up
approximately 85 lkm of the peninsula’s 180 km of shoreline. Of the
remalning 95 kam 57X oF 5% km were surveyed. In additlon 10 km of road

cuts; creeks and tralls were Investlgated. Along the malnland shoreline



128

the mouth of the Fox Island River, a sectlon of 2 km south of Black
Point, and approximately | km of St. Ceorge’s Bay near Stephenville
were surveyed.

A total of four sites as well as three chert outcrops were located.
The Port au Port site, DdBq=1, 1s located immediately to the north of
the isthmus overlooking East Bay. It stretches 200 m aleng an eroding
bank which rises from 2 m in the south to 5 m in the north. Behind
the bank I8 a grassy meadow which rilses to the northwest. The northern
and northwestern extremes of the fleld are covered by creeping evergreens
and it {8 surrounded by conlferous Erees.

Dorsec cultural macterial was recovered ervodimg from the whole 200
m of bank, being most densely concentrated toward the center wvhere the
bank is 4.5 m in height. HNine | m unics were excavated In this central
area and testing indieated that the concentratlon extends at least 15
m in from the bank.

Further testing Indicated the presence of different cultural material
in a band 40 to 60 m from the bank. One 2 x 2 m block was excavated
in this area revealing the presence of a Little Passage Indilan componént
(see Penney 1981). While nomixing was evident between the arcas excavared,
it may well be that the spatial =separation between the two ecomponents
is not complete (Ll.e. that there might be a zone of mixing).

Approximately 1,000 artlfacts were recovered from the Dorset component.
A decailed artifact description is mot yet avallable but the assemblage
will be described briefly helow. End hlades (25) are manufactured out
of a variety of coloured cherts and all but one are tip-fluted. Grinding
occurs on only ane, on lts dorsal and ventral surfaces near the basoc.
Basal concavity ranges from slight to marked. The average lengths and
wideths are 30.0 mm and 16.2 mm respectlvely. Approximately 100 scrapers
of wvarying form but generally wvery fine workmanshlip were recovered.
The remainder of the assemblage Is characterized by burin-like tools,
fragments of ground slate, soapstone vessel fragments, as well as chert
and quartz crystal blades and microblades. Also present was one bifacially
worked chert object with mulctiple notches {(or barbs?). The arcifact
is 19.5 mm long, 9.0 mm wlde, has a pointed tlp, concave base, and three
sharp projeccions along each side. Wo Ramah chert was observed.
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A large collection of faunal material was recovered. This also
is yer to be fully described, but some of the specles represented include
geal , earibou and some type of small mammal. One plt outline was discovered
and large pileces of charcoal were recovered from near its bottom. The
area around thls presumed hearth corresponded to the highest density
aof faunal material. One charcoal sample from this Ffeaturs, and another
from charcoal scactter Likely related to Llt, were submitted for radiocarbon
analysis. The age of the hearth sample was determined to be 1350+60
B.P. (Beta 7778) and the other 1300+80 B.P. (Beta 7777).

The block excavated in the area behind the Dorset component yielded
two complete and three fragmentary Little Passage projectile points,
trlangular bifaces, large thick ovoid bifaces, random flake scrapers,
linear or blade-like flakes, and one slde-notched projectile point.
All but the last of these were manufactured out of a fine grey-green
chert, some of which has red banding. The &lde-notched point was made
from a coarser black material and its cultural affiliation has mot yet
been determined. Two shallow concentratleons of charcoal and bonemash
amld a scatter of fire-cracked cebbles are being Interpreted as hearths.
The age of the charcoal sample from one of these 1s 790470 B.P. (Beta
7779). Immedlately to the south of DdBg-1, along the same bank is the
Isthmus site, DdBqg=2. This site has been gseriously disturbed as a result
of construction activicies. No diagnostic materials were found, although
Carlgnan reported a Dorset end blade and a drill.

Further to the south;, overlooking the pond which divides the isthmus,
s the Gravel Pond site, DdBg=3. Lithic debris was recovered eroding
out of a 2.5 m bank as woell as on the surface bohind fe. Tescing revealed
the presence of a small smount of historic material mixed with few additional
prehistorlc arctifacts. The only diagnostic prehistoric arcifact was
an abrader manufactured out of scapstone or a soapstone—like materlal,
an Eskimo occupatlon is thus Indicated.

The Long Point site, DeBq=l, was discovered at some distance from
the others, at the northern extreme of the peninsula, Located on the
southeast side of the point named The Bar, near the end of the ridge
which runs most of lts length, DeBg-l commands a view of both East Bay
and West Bay. The ridge provides some shelter from the wind as well
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as a view of the Culf of St. Lawrence to the north, west and southwest.
fne agymmecrical biface, an abrader of coarse spapstone or a soapaRtone—like
material and lithic debris were found eroding out aleng 70 m of a 2
to 3 m high bank. Testing along the bank ylelded only a small amount
of lichic debris and tests In the wet ground behind as well as on the
glope and crest of the ridge were sterile. As with DdBg-3 an Eskimo
occupation Is indicated.

Two outerops of flne pray-green chert were located, one on Cche
shore of West Bay, the other on the mainland shoreline of East Bay.
Some material from the lactter exhibhits bands of red coloration. The
beach several kilometers to elther side of the West Bay outcrop has
acattered blockas of useable chert aleng It as well. These locations
appear to have been used by the Little Passage people at DdBgq=1 almost
exclusively, while the Dorset occupation diaplays the use of a wvarlety
of cherts. Another outcrop of discinctive chert occurs on Che west
coast of the peninsula. This Is a coarser grey chert which appears
to he made up of small angular blocks in a clear matrix.

The materials recovered thls summer are still belng analyzed but
a number of preliminary statements may be made regarding the directions
in which the analysls will be proceseding. End blades from the Dorset
component at [dBg-1 appear similar to end blades from most other west
coast and Greal Morthern Peninsula sites. When compared to a collection
from Englee, EcBa-l, the DdBq-] end blades are virtually {ndlstingulshable
in general forms Differences between the collections to he addressed
include the use of different raw materlals and a signlflcantly lower
frequency of tip-fluting at EseHa=|.

While the number of scrapers recovered from DdBg-1's Little Passage
component is relatively small, comparing them to the Dorset scrapers
from the same slte may help to clarify the problem of distingulshing
between [ndian and Eskimo scrapers Found in mixed contexts.

The Little Passage people who occupied DdBq-1 selected predominantly
a fine grey-gresn chert. This rtendency has also been aoted in ather
areas of the province. An analysis of the Port au Port cherts and debris
from some of these sités has heen Inltlated in order to determine LF
the Port au Port Peninsula might have supplied chert to Little Passage
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groups acrosa the lsland. All indicatlons so far tend te support this
possibility (Robert Stevens 1983: personal communication).

The Faunal collaction and itz economic implications will be discussed
more thoroughly In a forthcoming thesis. Soil samples collected from
DdBg-1 are currently being subjected to flotation. As yet only samples
from the Little Passage component have been Inspected and carbonized
geads have bean {denciflied.

In wview of the objectives outlined earlier, the 1983 field season
at Port au Port may be considered to have been very successful. Two
cultural groups have been idencified and dated. The Dorset occupation
at DdBq-l appears to "fit’ as part of a western group of Dorset who
occupled insular Wewfoundland. Another group or groups inhablted the
northeast and south coasts (Robbing 1983). End blades in these latter
areas tend to be longer and made from locally avallable cherts. On
the south coast there 1s a higher Incidence of grinding, and a patinated
white chert was the dominant raw material used. The Dorset dates from
DdBq-1 (1300480 B.P. and 1350460 B.P.) and Stock Cove, CkAl-3, at the
bottom of Trinity Bay (1280460 B.P. and 1560460 B.P., Douglas Robbins
1983: personal communication) {indicate that the distict ocecupations
fourd in these two arcas overlapped in time. A comparison of the Licrle
Pagsage Indian component at DdBg=]l te other Little Passage components
fn the east will perhaps prove fruitful in terms of identifying regional
ar temporal trends. While not a great number of sites were located,
it s expected that statements regarding subsistence-settlement systems
will be made once the material has been analyzed more [fully. It is
hoped that this research might stimulate further work at the Port au
Part Peninaula and elaavhare.
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Figure 2
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Plate |
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THE 1983 ISLE AUX MOKTS SURVEY

Sheli Smith
for
Newfound land Mar lne Archaecology Soclety

INTRODUCT TON

During a sport dive In 1981 three divers from Port-aux-Basques
digscovered the Isle-aux—Morts shipwreck off the rugged shore of southe
western Newfoundland. Mr. Wayne Mushrow, one of the three, recovered
several seventeenth century artifacts including intact ceramic vessels,
ship rigging, French copper coins dated 1638, and a rare navigational
agtrolabe Inseribed 1628, These artifacts were later placed, ag provinelal
laws require, in the Newfoundland Museuwm in Sc. John's.

A wear later the Newfoundland Marine Archaeclogy Soclecy (MMAS),
working under a rescarch permit and grant from Newfoundland’s Department
of Culture, Recreation and Yourh, Hiscerle Resources Diviasion, contacted
Mr. Mushrow and carrled out a short survey of the wreck. Following
recommendations flled in thele 1982 report, NMAS sought funda to conduct
a full survey of the Isle-aux-Morts shipwreck. After securing funds
from the Donner Canadfan Fooundaclon and the Explorer®s Club in Hew York,
WMAS pathared rtogether san i{ncernactional cteam and prepared for a five
week fleld season during late June and July.

Under the direction of nautical archasclogist Sheli Smith, a ten
person fleld team gathered In Isle—aux-Morts. After a week of setting
ip, divers began the survey on July 1, 1983. Four weeks later on July
29 final sandbhagging procedures closed the site watll further excavatlons
take place.

The goals of the project were simple and straightforward; (1) to
define the extent of the slte and (2) to ascertaln the nature of the
wrecked ship. Last summer®s survey was the Inicial step ln the research
process whilch will ultinately answer these questions as well as mare
general questions pertaining to the ship's eriginal mission and nationality.
The maritime herltage of North America s an Important but vaguely understood
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dimenslon of the contlnent’s hlstory. The potentlal of iInformation
stored in the samds of Isle-aux-Horts provides us with a key to better
understanding of past cultures, technologies, and the development of
North America.

SITE LOCATION AND METHODOLOGY

For centuries, ships leaving the mainland of eastern Canada have
traversed the Gulf of St. Lawrence amd passed thraugh Cabot Strait between
Cape Hreton, Nova Scotla and Port-aux-Basques, Newfoundland. Time and
time again wnfortunnte ~hips have wveered too close to the treacherous
shoals and rocky coastline of southern Newfoundland. Thelr misjudgements
often resulted in disaster.

It was In among some of these dangerous Islands that Mushrow discovered
the Tsle—aux—Morts shipwreck, just off the modern town of ITsle-aux-Morts,
at the foot of the sheer southwestern cllffs of the largest island In
the chain of Islée-aux=Morts (Figure 1) (cf. MMAS 1983). The wreck lies
in 10 m of water at the bottom of a narrow guleh running almost parallel
with the sheer cliffs. Similar east/west gulches run along elfther side
of the site gulch,

Afcer the ship sectled into the guleh the steep rocky walls neacly
defined the perimeter of the site. Over the ensulng years some pleces
of the hull fleated away while other succumbed te cthe ravages of time.
Eventually the slte was completely covered by sand except for the large
cannon and anchors.

The cannon and anchors were what filrst caught Mr. Mushrow's eye
and later revealed the orientation of the ship within the gulch to archae—
nloglsts. Most shlp anchors were kept on deck In the bow. Addiclonal
anchors were tied off on efther slde of the bow and sometimes a small
stern anchor wias hung off the rear of the ship: Therefore, the presence
of large anchors on a wreck site usvally indicates the bow of a vessel.
In the instance of the Isle—aux-Morts shlpwreck four large anchors were
found in close proximlicy to the casteromost end of the gulch., Consldering
the location of the anchors we assume the ship settled lengthwise along
the long axils of the gulch; the bow faclng east and the stern pointing
wost (Flgure 2).



144

Once we established the lay of the ship we were ready to begln
our survey. Each day, John Hardy Jr. transported our ten person crow
to and from the site aboard the Sylvia Amanda, a 12 m Cape Breton fishing
boat (Plate 1). During the day, the crew used the Sylvia Amanda as

our base of operations. The ample storage space below the afterdeck
hoeld evervone®s dilve gpear, alr tanks and spare eguipment. The afterdeck
bustled with activity throughout the day as divers, pumps, and cataloguer
vied for epace. Divers entered the water over the side of the boat
and returned via a retractable dive platform, temporarily affixed to
the hull side. The boat was equlpped with a spaclous galley and pilot
cabln whieh provided warmth and remission from the almost constant rain.

Dur dally survey program was dlscussed mmong the staff sach morning
and a dive roster wag drawn up. The tesms were Informed of thelr dive
order and tasks. ALl diving was done iIn buddy Ceams of [wo or more
divers. Each dive team was brilefed before entering the water to ensure
that they possessed the needed equipment to perform thelr assigrments
and that they were familiar with thelr tasks. The divemaster logged
each dive In regards to time underwater, alr consumed, diver identificatlon
and tasks performed. The length of the dive was determined by the flrsat
diver who reached 500 psi. When this occurred the teams assembled their
tonls and ascended. Once aboard the boat amd sufficlently wammed up
the divers were debriefed. Thelr statements were recorded on a diver's
report form and later filed wicth thelr underwiter notes.

As with all archaeslogy the mere presence of artlifacts only tells
a fraction of the story. 1t Is the relationshlps of artifacts to one
another and their context within the whole slite that allows us to construct
snapshot Images of past lifeways. Each anapshot Ls then added to the
series which build a moving Image of our culture’s change and evolution
through time. Rarely are snapshots of the past redundant, so we must
take special care to retrieve as much contextunl Information as possible.

This careful study demands rigorous measurlng and documentation.
In arder to achieve our pgoals we sct up physical linas on the hottom
creating X and Y axes. All large arcifacts protruding from the sand
and all sorface finds wore plotted from these llnes. For detailed posi-
tioning of artifacts below the sand surface a secoml system plotted
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X, Y, and Z. The gsecond or grid svetem wags tled into the [irst system.

The longest line (31.2 m) or baseline lay along the east/west axis
of the guleh. The bagseline, a 30 m long plastie coated surveyor s chaln
marked at | m Intervals, was secured between two 60 cm heavy iron stakes.
At the ecastern stake the bageline was fixed clght, while a floacr filled
with air pulled the line taut through the stake ring at the western
end. This was an arbltrary pasltion for baseline or X axis.

After placing the baseline another line, the thwartline, was set
up Ilm the same manner Eransecting the baseline approximately midway
along its leagth. The thwartline formed the Y axis. From these two
lineg any X anmd Y coordinates on the slte could be determined. The
lines also neatly divided the site Into quadrants helplng the divers
orlent themselves underwater.

Once our bascline and thwartline were In place we set about mapping
the surface finds on the slie. The southeastern gquadrant, particularly
near the cluster of cannon, was lictered with loose timbers and floating
leather artlfacts. Each artlfact was located In terms or X and Y coor-
dinates. To quickly accomplish this feat underwater we relied on principles
of geometry known ag triangulation (Flgure 3). Divers ran a tape measure
from a glven polnt on the baseline (Polnt A) to the artifact (Point C}.
The digtance A=-C wag recorded ag one side of a triangle. The divers
endeavored to create an equilateral triangle by moving along the baseline
a distance simillar to the distance A-C and there establishing Point B.
From Polint B they measured to Point €, Later scale measurements corres-
pondlng to the lengths of each triangle slde were swung with a beam
compass on the site map. Polnt © was plotted where the arce of AC and
BC intersected. Together with a sketeh of the artifacts, triangulation
hielped us document all the loose finda, as well as the cannon, anchors,
and ship frames.

In conjunction with triangulating, the pgrid system was used to
plot artifacts In the test trench (NIELI4/51El4). However, In the test
trench the two coordinates ¥ and ¥ were not enough. Tn order to continue
our careful study of accifactual relatlonships once we went below the
sand surfce we needed to add the coordinate Z. By adding %, we could
plot the location of each object In three=dimenslonal space. Obviously,
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triangulacion was i{nadequate for this task. Therefore, we adopted che
well known land archasology technlgue of an expanding grid system In
conjunction with more geometric princliples kooswn as trilateracion.
Duing the transect of our baseline and thwartline as our datom we devisosd
an hypothetical, eaver—expanding series of blocks. Each block s tlw
some glze (1 m x 2 m) and has [ts own description. The grid moves oot
north and south from the bascline In 2 m lnerements and In | = Inerements
east and west of the cthwartline.

The method for plnpolnting artlfacts Inslde the 1| m x 2 m grid
required divers to measure the distance from the corners A, B, and C
to the artifact (Flgure 4). The known lengths of the grid sldes In
combination with the distance to the artlifact fommed an wpside down
pyramid. The mathematics used to flgure the X,¥, and Z coocdlnates
is more complicated than swinging arcs with a beam compass, The measurement s
A-artifact, B-artifact, and C-artifact were fed Into a calculatoer program
(Mazel and Riess n.d.). The program converted the divers® measurements
Into ¥,Y, and Z coordinates.

Thus the two systems of measuring enabled us to locate all arclfaces
on the slte and accurately place them In situ. These systems In comblinatlon
with probing and test excavatlon furcther allowed us to place them accurately
In situ. These systems In comblnatlon with probing and test excavatlon
further allowed us to define accurately the perimeters of the site and
les stratigraphle and arcifactual complexity.

Frobing provided evidence concerning the extent and nature of the
site without excavation. Metal T-shaped rods were uvsed to probe through
the sand and gravel. Divers wsed the probes to plot the extent of heavy
tlmbers along the perlphery of the site. To the south of the baseline
divers began at the eastecrmost end and probed along the starboard hull
working aft into the southwest quadrant., As the divers moved along
probing che hull chey marked the ends of frames with red=flagged blcycle
spokes. A regular line Indicacing the extent of the site became clearly
visible. The probing also furnigshed us with an approxlmate depth of
the overburden. The maximum overburden In the southeast quadrant was
50 em while in the southwestern guadrant the overburden reached depths
af 1.5 m.
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In the norctheast quadrant, readily visible frame ends negated the
need for probing. However, once the portside frames disappeared underneath
the sand in the northwest gquadrant divers resumed probing.

In conjunction wlth the problng a test excavatlon wns placed across
the bow of the slte In the easternmost end of the guleh. Most of the
excavation was performed with a hydrodredge. The dredge sucked up =and
and small debris on the bottom. A net bag over the effluent end collected
the tallings. At the end of each dive the bag was brought to the surface
and sorted. By combined hand and dredge excavation, divers cleared
Al mxdmx l.l4 m area across the bhow.

On the last day of the survey all the exposed timbers and the test
trench were reburied. Three hundred and fifty-seven 20 kg plastic masonry
bags were Fllled with fine clean gravel. The elght tons of bagped gravel
was placed atop the frame ends and open trench to reduce bhiological
degradation while the slte i not being explored. Sand bages in unison
with a plece of seine net were also employed to cover the reburial site.

The reburial site, 5 m x 5 m In size, was located approximately
30 m south of the main sice in an adjacent gulch. Due to the limited
conservation facilitles at present in St. John's and the small survey
eongervatlon budget, all arcifaccs sicher too bulky o transporc easily
or deemed too degraded to identify were placed in the reburial site.
The slte was then covered by the seine net and finally sealed with sand

bags.

CATALOGULNG AND CONSERVATION

The purpose of the [|98] expedition was to conduce a full survey
of the site, and therefore retrieval of artifacts wns not our primary
goal. While a number of arctifacts were retrieved from the =lte, they
are much fewer than would be found In a full excavarion. The artifacts
ralsed during the survey were elther found lying on the surface or excavated
from the test ctrench amnd probing.

The BMAS catalogulng system reveals at a glance the site designation,
the yvear of operation, material composlitlon of the artlifacc, and accession
order of each artifact within lets specific compositlon category. A
sample catalogue number of NMI483/10/082 indicates NMAS site 14 (NM14),
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1983 (83). The number 10 indicates the artifact |s wooden and 082 places
the artifact In the accesslon order for wood.

all artifacts glven a number were recorded on individual catalogue
cards. In addition to the artlfact number, the cards contained the
object’s name (if known), its dacte of recrieval, the divers involved
and thelr log number, the artifact provenlence, and a dlagram of the
artifact with dimensions. Later, the artifacts retalned for conservaclion
were photographed with number and scale. The roll number and negative
number were then recorded on the related arclfact card.

During this past summer’s survey a total of |70 artlfacts were
retrleved and recorded., These artifacts were divided into 11 material
compositions. Each composition was glven a hinomial numeric classification
denoting the generic material composition and the specific compositlon
of an arctifact within the generlc group, For example, where 2 represents
the entire gamut of organic materials, 20, 21, and 22 denote the specific
categories of textile, rope and oakum. The followlng table separates
each of the categories defilning the total number of artifacts within

each category and lts peércentage of the entire collectlon.

COMBOS IT LON NIMBER PERCENTAGE

#10 Wood 96 54. 472
0 Textile z 1.18%
21 Rope [ 3.53%
22  Dakum I i1.59%
3 Mecal 1a 5. 091
40 Leather 31 18,23
501 Ceramie 14 B.23%
60 Hone [ 2.35%
70 Glass 3 l.76x
80 Sulphur 1 0.59%
90 Concretion 2 1.18%

From the most abundant category, wood, 68 pleces were redeposited
at the reburial site. Thirty-one of the redeposited pleces were [ragments
of ghip structure while the remaining 317 conslsted of cask staves and
lids and pleces of dunnage. The rest of the wooden artifacts as well
ag the artifacts from nll the sther categories wers gecured in pgauze
bags with numbers attached on the outside and Inside and placed in tanks
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of water to awalt further conservatlon.

Several of the artifacts have been marked for testing. Three wood
artlfacts were kept for specles testing and compression and saturatcion
polnt tests. In addition, the ocakum and scrapings from the inside of
A cask stave were saved for chemical tescing.

The conditions of the various artifacts selected for conservation
dlffered. Whether these varlations are solely the result of intrasite
dynamles or the Inherent characteristics of Individual material compositions
15 not clear In all cases. This perplexity Ls best exhibited In our
wooden and leather artlfacts. Within these groups many artifacts displayed
varying degrees of degradatcion.

ARTIFACTS

burlng this past summer’s survey artlfacts of elevent different
material compositions were encountered. Within these types there are
twe basic divisilons, those relating directly to the hull structure and
thoge relating to llfe asbhoard the ship. The artifacts were recovered
from either the surface of the slte or excavated from the test Ctrench.
The only exception to this {s the large matal plteher removed from cannon
#fl°s concretion. Those artlfacts found on the surface may not reflect
thelir original lecation aboard ship as these Ffinds were continually
moving with the current action on the surface.

Begsides the fragments of hull structure, the predominant type of
artifact found floating on the surface was leather. Fragmented leather
boota abounded around the slte. They conslst of two leather soles,
one very large and the other more form fitting. A heavy inner boot
was bullt-up around the smaller sole then covered with a second thinmer
boot bulilt=up around the larger sole. The boots were most likely knee=high
fiasherman’s boots. In conjunctien with the hoots we also recovered
fragmented shoes. A few of the shoes had bullt-up heels and are similar
in slze to the inner boot. All the soles were sewn te thelr uppers
and the heels were attached with small wooden pegs.

On the surface we alao found several ceramic fragments as well
ag a complete pitcher (NM1483/50/006) (Plate 2). Other fragments resemble
the complete fluted chafing dish recovered in 1981, Pleces of a ceramic
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bottle and a jar were also found on the surface. Both the chafing dish
and plteher are buff earthenware with a grean Interior glaze. This
type of coarse earthenware has been found at the eighteenth century
French site of Fortress Louisbourg, Nova Scotia and the seventeenth
century French site of Fort Castine, Maine (Barton 1981). The ware
{8 named for the region Saintonge in southern France. The small bottle
is striped with blus, brown, vyellow, and green slips. A clear glaze
covers both the exterior and interifor. Little i known about this ware
although similar f[ragments have been found act Fort Castine. Faulkner
and hiz colleaguss have christened the type clowmware, for Lts f[estive
appearance (Alrica Faulkner n.d.: personal communication).

Within the test trench wooden, leather, and rope arcifacts were
predominant. However, metal, horn, and tusk were also recovered. Many
of these finds reflest the spatial differentiacion aboard ship.

Turned wooden trenchers and bowls found in the trench reflect the
mess habits of the ecrew and tha likely location of the galley. The
bowls and trenchers are large enough to feed several men at one sltting.
Slightly desper in trench S1El4 oxcavators recoverad the rim to a pewter
plate or bowl. This is the only pewter artifact recovered in the bow
to date. The lack of pewter In the bow supgests that the crew ate off
wooden plates and dishes while the ship’s officers ate thelr meals on
pewter. The galley man was often located in the forepeak of a cargo
ar fishing wessel, away from the offlcers but near the food stores and
berthing area For the crew.

In support of a forward galley, cask staves and heads were mingled
with the atrvctural pleéeces In the test trench. The cask staves are
gdk and range in length from 63.7 cm to B3.5 cm between croze. Most
af the cask heads are the watertight varlety and are approximately 62
cm in maximum diameter.

Underneath and around the wooden artifacts metal objects formed
large concentrations. Ome of the wooden trencher fragments was concreted
to a small cannon ball. The ball diameter measures 6.5 em. Other long
rod-l11lke concretlions lay strewn around the trench. The quantity of
concrated materials in the bow area suggests a small shotlocker may
have been placed below the galley In the bow,
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A tar cask; a small tool handle, and a small plece of lead scrap
reflect a bosun’s storage compartment. This compartment may have also
held some of the rigging parts found in the trench. Several block parts
were rocoversed including a complate single block and two partial deadeyes.
Both deadeyes cexhibit wear suggesting they already had been replaced
and were kept below In casge of an emergency.

Two small partial jlgger reels, a bone harpoon head, and several
lead welghts alse found In the trench suggest that {n conjunction with
the shotlocker and hosun®s compartment, a fishing locker was Llocated
In the bow. Recoversed along with the flshing geéar were two tusks.
fme has been Identifled as a walrus tusk hut the ocher has not yet heen
identified.

Although the artifacts are few In number they are Informative about
the aite. The artifacts found earlier by aport divers and those found
this season floating on the surface at amidships appear to be part of
the officers” belongings. The French copper pennies dated 1638 and
the rare brass astrolabe dated 1628 also help narrow the possible time
span In which the shipwreck could have taken place. However, neither
the French nationality of the coins nor the Spanish inscriptiom °OY
DYAS® on the astrolabe conclusively define the nationality of the ship.
Yert the combined presence of the pennies and Saintonge ware may suggest
a French ship.

From the test trench im the bow we have learned somethinmg about
the mess hablts of the crew and about some of the equipment used for
fighing. Information gained from the trench has also enlightened us
about the use of space aboard seventeenth century vessels.

Further excavation i{s the key toconclusively clarifying the nationality
of the ship, the purpose of the voyage, and the spatial distribution
aboard the vessels This snapshot of mid-seventeenth century life is
Invaluable to scholars sorting out the wvagus chronologies of southern
French pottery,; and maritlme and economic historlans constructing histories
of colenilal North Aserlca, as well as the people of Canada whose rich
marltime heritage I{s only recently heginning to emerge and take 1its
proper place among the many histories of Canadlan development.
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THE HULL

After five weeks of survey a sketchy but accurate mapped outline
of the Isle-aux~Morts wreck 1s complete (Figure 2). Conforming to the
gulch the hull lies east/west along the long axis of the gulch. The
total length of che hull is 26.5 m with debris further to the east urderneach
fallen boulders. The width of the hull varles. In the southeastern
quadrant the starboard frame ends run elose along the southern oulerop
of rock increasing from 2 m south of the bascline at the eastern end
of the gulch to 13 m south of the baseline at the gulch’'s center. At
the thwartline, 14 m from the bow, the starboard side of the hull begins
ko curve north ending around tha 26 m mark. Here the western end of
the gulch begins to rise steeply. 1In the northern quadrants of the
gite the port frame ends bhegin only 1 m north of the basaline and run
consistently close along the baseline. Divers probed aft of the thvartline
following the port hull frames back to the 26 m mark where the frames
suddenly ended.

Gauging from the lay of the exposed [Erames and the dimenslons of
the extant site, only thirty percent or less of the hull scill exiscs.
The eastern quadrants are covered by 5 em to 50 em of coarse sand.
The overburden In the western gquadrants 18 up to 1.5 m deep. Approximately
20 em of sand 18 in constant motlon over the entlre site alternately
exposing and coverlng different partse of the hull. Most of the port
frames (P20-P68) are In excellent condition and show little sign of
gribble damage. Thelr state of prescorvation suggests that they have
been exposed only recently. During the 1982 survey these Fframes were
not wvisible. Divers also probed to the north of the port frames and
encountered a jumble of wood fragments and perhaps a small sectlon of
a fallen out hull. If the hull fallout 18 a recent occurrence It would
contribute to the excellent conditlion of the port frame emds. In contrast,
the starbeard hull frames (5120=5165), although lighrly covered with
sand this past summer, are badly eroded. The amount of eroslon Suggests
that they have been uncovered in the past and exposed te gribble degradation.

Working with the exposed sections of hull, opened test trench and
surface finds we were able to plece together a subatantial amount of

information concerning the hull, superstrocture, crow's belongings,
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and eventual demise of the ship. Loose frame sections (futtocks and
floors) found on the surface of the site exhibited several Informative
features. All the Fframes reécovered were badly split and broken just
at the polnt where cthey crossed the keel. The fractured state of chese
frames suggests a severe blow smashed the bow and disledged the forward
keelson andfor stem deadwood. The broken nature of the frame pleces
recovered supports the Idea that lictle of the bow is still Intact.

Aft of the bow on both the port and starboard sides, the hull integrity
Is greater and the room and space between frames becomes clear. However,
underneath cannon #4 and Further astern under cannons #1, 2, and 3 the
frames are ctight rtogether in groups of three. Whecther this feature
is extra support Ffor the gun emplacements or added structure Ffor some
aother hull requirement is not clear at this tlme.

Besides the exposed framing system two large fore-and-aft timbers
were dlscovered. Both timbers are beveled on both sides and Ffollow
the Inside curve of the hull. The tilmber on the north side has two
complex dove-tall mortises cut Into 1its northern face. ‘The notches
are 5 m apart with a scarf near the easternmost mortise. To the south
of the notehed Ctimber a4 5 em ceiling alternates with thicker timbers,
possibly stringers or foot wales. Although the large beveled timber
on the southern side of the hull resembles the northern notched timber
we did not fimd any dove-tail mortices on the exposed sections. Also
the eelling to the north of the large southern beveled plece does not
alternate in size In the same sequence as 1ts counterparts to the nocth.
However, several Interesting Ffeatures were uncovered on elther side
of the southern beveled timber. To the north of the beveled timber
a small box sits Elush with the inside celling face and runa through
to the outer planking. Staggered on frame west and just to the south
of the beveled timber another I{dentical box (s set 1in. Their use is
unclear. Also, fitting wp against the southern beveled timber s a
rider frame. The frome {85 above the ceiling and provided extra support
for the hull.

Bath large beveled timbers appear to be part of the ship's inner
waling system. The accompanying thick timbers on the north side of
the hull suggest a close proximity to the keelson while the southern
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beveled timber {s probably further up the starboard slde. This information
suggests that the Isle—aux-Morts shipwreck came to rest on her side
protectlng more of her starboard hull In the sand of the gulech. Over
the years the hull deteriorated and began to conform to the gulch.

The information gathered concerning the hull is Intriguing and
raises many questions for future investigation. Although we have defined
the port and starboard sides of the hull as well as the room and space
of the framing we still do not fully understand where we are Inside
the hull. Our problng In the eastern half of the hull did not lsolate
the keelson. We do not know with any cercainty how much of the how
and stern are still Intact. Purther knowledge concerning the alze of
the ahip and the shipwrighting tradficlon that produced the wvessel are
questlons vhose answers are sealed In the sand of the Islée-aux-Morts
gulch., Future excavatlons can construct a clear snapshot of many cultural

facets poorly represented and understood In our present day histories.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to attain a fuller understanding of the Isle-aw-Morts
slte we recommend that a full lovestigation be carrled out over the
upcoming twa years. The Isle—awc—Morts wreck [§ chronologically sicuaced
between two other well-studled Canadian sites, the Red Bay wreck, San
Juan (1565) (Barkham 1978) and cthe Machault dating to 1760 (Zacharchuk
1972). 1Information recovered from the site will ald future studies
of both terrestrial and nauvtical archaeology.

For 1984 we suggest a three-fold approach. First, efforts should
be made to research thoroughly the artifacts already recovered in hopes
of further defining the ship's nmationality. Secomd, an archival search
should be inltiated in the suspected country of origln. Finally, a
complete excavatlon of the forward half of the hull (14 m x 14 m) should
be undertaken next summer.

Both the second and third phases of the study will require funding.
The third task, excavation, will be by far the most costly. To maximize
efflclency and keep costs down we suggest an elght week fleld season
from mid-June to late July. This is the best season for diving on the

southwestern coast. By utilizing this climatle window we will keep
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our down time to & minimum.

Coordinatlon of all the equipment and dive teams will require a
well organized staff with well defined operational procedures. Fositlons
for a director, two team leaders, two conservators, a cataleguer, an
{llustrator, a dive master, a cook, and a mechanic should be budgeted
for the summer excavation,.

The Isle—awux=Morts site presents an excellent chance for graduate
students of archaeology, history, conservation, and blology to work
with and publish primary data. We recommend Investcigating the possibilicy
af [leld practicums for graduate students amd a fleld school for under-
praduates and/or graduvates interested in field work.

These suggestions are aimed at proceeding with the exploration
of the Islée-aus-Morcts sglire in a cimely manner. The ailce s well known
and diffleult to protect. In erder to presecve the Information at Isle—
auwd=-Mortas for all paople the site must be professionally explored as

anon as possible.
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NOTE
The complete fleld report for the 1983 Isle-aux-Morts Survey is
available at the following address:
Hewfoundland Marine Archaeology Soclecy

P.0. Box 18]
Station C
St. John's, Mewfoundland
AlC 5J2
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Ilsle aux Morts s located on the southwestern coast of Newfoundland
mear Port aux Basques. (Courtesy of MUN Cartographilc Laboratory).
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Flgure 2
The ship settled In a guleh with lts bow faclng east
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Plate 1 The crew was transported to the site each day aboard the Sylvia
Amanda. (Photo by E. O'Reilly)
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Plate 2 Diver ueing a hydrodredge to facilitate excavation.
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Plate 3 Complete pliteher (MM1483/50/006) found on the surface and fragments
of a chafing dish (NM1483/50/001). (Photos by J.M. Barber).
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1dcq-32 14
T IdCq-34 14
Terra Nova National Park 3 IdCg=33 11
Thule 5,8,10,15,33,44,53,100 TdCg-44 14
Torngat Archaeologlcal Project
4,7

Tracey Beach 77
Trinity 3,4,78,80,83, 84
Tunuyak 28

u
Ukaasiksalik Ialand 30

¥
Voisey Bay 39,44

W
walrus 6,10,54
Western Arm 76
whale 6,49,73,77
Wigwam Brook 93
Wincemberg 100
Wyart Hr. 58,60



A
Alllik &1=64
AllLlik-2 42
Argencia B9

H
Badger Ray 152
Bale Verce 102,
Bartle Harbour 39
Bay da Vieux-1 227
Bay de Vieux=11 227
Bay du Nord [,232,233,235
Beaches slte 198
bear ,palar 71
Beothuks 2,159
big Barasway 227,228,232
Big Falls 4]
Big Island 9
Big Stock Cove 192
Burgeo 226,227

L+
Cape Harrlson 45
Cape Freels 2,161
Cape LaHune 231
car lhou 102
Cartwright 35
Cat Arm 2
Chateau Bay 34,50
chert 192,195,169%,212
Chimney Tickle 39,49, 52
Coachman’s Cove 91,92
eod 36
Canche 90,92,93
Conne River 226,233,234
Cornelius Island 229
Corner Brook 89
Cow Head 2,143,231
Cuttall Teland 230

(i}
Devercux, H. 176,177,180
Mlde Run Provinclal Park 157
Domino A7
Dorset 2,8,10,11,15, 16,54, 103,
117,190,193,213,215,227
Dry Pond Brook 2

E
Eastporr B9
Eskimo = see Dorset, Neo-Eskima,

167

1981

Palaeo-Eskimo

F
Factory Cove 4,131,132,138,142
143,144,210,211,215,216
Fish Point Cove 35
fjords 34
Fleur de Lys 2,102-106,114,115,
117=120
flints 49,50
Flower's Cove 40
Fogo 152
Forceau 3%
French Cove &,95
Frenchman's Cove 4,160, 198

G
gannats 38
Glovertown 89
Goose Bay 34
Grand Falls 176
Grandy’s Brook 226-228,232,237
Green Island 34,35,38
Great Northern Peninsula 2
Groswater Bay 9, 35,37,52

H
Hamilton Imlet 51,52,53
harp seal 35,53
Hebron 41,42
Henby Island 50

I
Indian Harbour 37
Indian Hole 237
Indian Point 174,178
Indlan Tickle 47
Imndian Cove 227
Inult,labrador 7,39,49,53
Isle Galer 160

J
Jenness, Do 103

K
Keppell Island 40,50,52

L
Lake Michel 2
L'Anse a Flamme 160,198,229
La Sele 40



Late Dorsec 5,7,8,10,11,12,14,17,18
lLittle Barasway 227, 228,232
Lictle Passage 213,216,217,229,236
Lobater 40

Long Harbour 232

M

Maidmonts Island 9
Macch,Hary 174
Maritime Archale 7,32, 39 44 45, 54

119,159,190,195
Martinique Bay 90,92,93
Mary March Brook 175
Mary s Harbour 35
Melbourne 226
Micmac 233
Mitmac-Montagnals 175
Middle Dorsec 7,12
Middle Ridge 234
Millertowm 175,183
Morgan Island 231

W
Main 40
Keo-Eskimo 6,11,14,18,19
New World Island 157,158
Morthern Peninzula E8
Northwest Course 94,97
Fotre Dame Bay 152
Mulliak 41,42

|
Palaeco-Eskimo 6,18,39 44
FPenguin Island 231
Filley"s Island 152
Flacentia Bay 201
Foint Revenge 7=9,16,45
Pt. Revenge Indiams 7,8
Port au Choix 40
Part Saundera 40,50
Fre-Dorset 4,16,12

Q
quarcz 115,214

quartz crystal 16,17,42,47
Quirpon Hr. 95,96

R
Ramah 9,138
Ramah chert, 8,9,16,17,38,49
Red Bay 2,4,62,68, 161
RBed Indfian Lake 152

168

Red Indians 175
rhyolite 192,198
Rigolet 43

Hose Island B

S
Saddle Tsland 62
Saglek 38, 14l
Saglek Bay 6,9
Saglek Fiord B,16
5t. John"s RO
5t. John"s Harbour L&
St. Lunaire 90,96
salmon 34, 36,48, 107
Sandbanks 46,228, 230
Aeal 39,48, 147
spa btrout 48
Shuldham=9 5,17
Shuldham Island 2,4,6
slate 152
aoapatone 102,103, 105=107,109,114
115,118
Southwest Course 93
Speck, F. 175
Spotted TIsland 35,37,52
spruce 42,46
Stock Cove 2,4,160,190-193,195,200
201,217

T
Terra Nova River 234
Tornmgat 40
Trinicy 89
Trinicy Bay 160,210
True HILl Bottom 236
tundra 34
Twillingate 153

u
Upper Burgeo 231-232

YV
Vatcher Island 229

W
Warford's Brook 181
Webeck Harbour &5
whaling 37,56,73
Wheelear, R 92
White Bear Bay 2132
Wintemberg 103
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SLte Borden Numbers

CiAx-1 229
ciBp-1 227
CiBh=1 237
£jBh-2 227
CiBh=3 227
CiBj-4 230
Cibt=5 231
Cibl=6 230
CjbJ-7 129
Clal=1 210
Dbau-2 235
DbAw=1 236
DiAg-1 160
DiAg-2 160
D Ap—-2 161
[cCq-8 16
1dCq-22 5
IdCq=45 15
1982
A biech L70

Alllik 3,12 Rishop s Falls 162,166
Anaktalak 34,41 Blanc Sablon 119,125,128
Aspen Brook 173 Black chert 13

Black Flies 165

B Bluebell Island 7

Back Arm 120 bog 57
Barhace Cove 121,128 Bonavista Bay 59,63,138,139
Barbace Pt. 121 Aoone Bay 63
Barkham, 5. 103,197 Boyd's Cove 1,135,138,139
barnacle shells A2 Arador 126
Bay d Espolr 186,195,196 Broom Pt. 65-67,74
Beaches,the 60,62,133 brown cheet 121
bear black 33 Burin Pen. 196
beaver 164,165,184 Burnt Kmaps—2 179-183
Belle Isle, Straltof, 100,101,118 Burnt Pr. 59
Beathuk 173
Blg Tasland 6,8,12,13,47 c
Big Tsland=9 14 Cape Hauld 123,124
Big Island Easc=1 11 Cape Freels-1 133
Big Island East=2 11 Cape Norman 123
Big Island East-31 12 Cape Riche 120,128
Big Island Eamst-4 12 Cape Ulvak 7
Blg Island East-5 13 caribou 4,33, 36
Big Island Bast-6 L3 Cartwright, J. 138
Blg Island East=7 13 Cat Arm 57
Blp Island East-8 13 char 6,33,36
Big Island East-9 13 charcoal 121,136,164,168,186
Big Island East-10 113 Chateau Bay 100
Big Island East-11 13 chert 9,568,61,121,126,167

Big Iasland Easc=12 14 cobhle hearths 40



conlferous forescas 134
Conne River 179
Copenhagen 6

Corner Brook 57

Croney laland 197

0
Daniel Ractle 35,37,39,42,43
Davis Inlet 32,37.47
Deer Lake 57
Degrat Island=1 123,124
Devil® s Cove 57
Dog Peninsula 122,128,138
Dog Peninsula-1 132
Dorset 121,126
Dorser, Late, 45
Dorset, Middle 59,60,61,63,65,
67,125
duck 121

B
Eastern Hr. 6
English Pt. 134,135
Eskimo—
Groswater (Falaeo) 9,61,64
Neo 10
Palaeo 1,3,8,10,41,61,64
Exploics River 161,162,172,173

¥
felsices 40
Flower's Bay-l 55¢
Flower's Cove-1 40
Flower s Cove—2 &40
Fort Chime 45
fox 6,163

G
GCargamelle 120
Goose Hay 4,19
Grand Falls 165,166,171,172
Creat auk 84
Great Caribou Island 59

Great Norchern Peninsula 119,128

Greenland 14
GCreengpond 59

Gros Morne Natlional Park 65
Groswater Hay 14

H
Hamilton Inlet 19,44, 45,52
Harp, E. 118,120

170

harp seals 6, 62
hare 163

Haven, the 128
Hawkes Bay 120
Henry LV, King 96
High Kamarsuk 55c
flumber River 57

1
Indian 59,183
Indlan House lake 45
Indian Poinc 135
Inspector Island 133
Inuit 11,33,44,119,126
Iron Pyrites 138
Isle au Bols 125,128
Iale aux Morts 3,195,196
Isle du Bassin 126,128

J

K

Kamarsuk 34,41,43,56
Kangalaslorvik Bay-1 to &
15

Kangalasiorvik Bay-9 te 17

16

Kangalasiorvik Is. B
Kangalasiorvik L. L&
Kangalaslorvik R. 16

L
Labrador 344,47
Labrador Inult 3,6,101,41,44
L‘'Anse aux Meadows 125
lemming 6
lichen 42
limestone 129
Lithie L1,12
Little Passage 139
Lictle St. Lawrence 198
Lodge Bay 58
loon 33

o |
Maricime Archaie 3,14,18,22,24
28,738,
Marshland 57
Marten 1E3
Marcijn, Co 118,125,127
Mary March 173,174
Mary s Hr. 158
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Merrifield Bay 15,319
Micmacs 138, 186

Middle Bay 176

Middle Ridge 179,184,186
Millertown 173

mink 163

moass |65=167,179

moas 167

Morcier 197,198

Morue Spic 120

N
Nachvak 7
Nain 19,32,34,37,39, 44
Hongassat 120
Naskapl 34,4]
Nowfound Land Museum 6
Himrod s Pool 170
Moel Paul’s Brook 163,164
Moel Paul’s BAroak-l 176
Moel Paul’s Brook=2 La7
Hoel Paul®s Brook=3 167
Horth Angle 170
Horthwest Gander River 179
Horthwest River 41
Notakwanon Delra 45
Mothing Bay 15
Wotre Dame Bay 63,134,138
Nova Seontla 118

0
Dkak &
Okpat Ik Bay 15
0ld Forrc 119,129
Onion Cowe 123
otter 6

P
Philip's Garden 121
Plgeon Cove 1,125
Pistolet Ray 119,120,128
Postville 33,42, 43,47
Point Revenge 40,42,43
Paint Reverge Indlans 3,10
Pointe Riche 119,120
Pope’s Polnt 162
porcuplnes 34
Port au Choix 119,120,127
Port Saunders 119,120,128
ptaralgan 163

Q

uirpon 128

Quirpon Island 123,135

quartz crystal Flakes 11,14,55¢
60,67

quartz 40

R
Ramah chert 12-14, 18,39, 41, 44,
139,158
Rattlers Bight 38
Hattling Brook 162,173
Recent Indlan 61,63, 64
Red Bay 2,25, 74, 84,85-87,95,100
Red Indlan Fallz-1 to 5 169
Red Indfan Lake 161,162
Roze Tsland slipe 4,19

b
Saddle Tsland 84,95,100,104
Saglak R
Saglek quartzite 13
5t. Barbe 123
St. John"s Hr. 6
St. John“s Island 120,121
St. Paul®s 127
5t. Plerre 182
salmon 57
Salter, E. 20
Samgon, G. 45,51
Sango Bay 35,37,.462,43,44,46
Sango Brook 43
sango Mountain stream 43
sand 196,197
Sandy Cove-2 14,19
San Juan HB6, 9%
Sargang 14
Satascak &l
Savage Cowe 123
goal 11,33,47
Shambler’s Cove 59,61,64,68,70,72
ahellflah 6
ghells 134
shrub 122
Shuldham 5,10
Shuldham-9 3,4,9
sllit 67
aslare flakea |1
Slaughter Island 162,170
goapstone 6, 125
Solomon Island-1 48,55e
Solomon Island=-2 47, 55¢c
Solomon Islands 37,47,48,50
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South Exploits 162
Southwest Gander Hiver 162
apruce 170

steatice 55e

stonewars 183

T
Takpanayak BRay 34
Tasialuk 35
Tent Ring 4
Terra Nova River 179
Thalia Pt. 4l
Thule Eskimos 3,7,45
Tides Cove Pr, 197
Trinicy Bay 63,138,139
trout 165
Two Mile Island 162,169
Two Mile Island=2 |70
Two Mile Island=3 170

i)
Ungava &
Upernavik Island 19

v
Volsey Bay 34,36,37,44,46
Volsey Bay-1 46,55¢

W
walrus 11,122
West Arm 166
whales 6,100,122
White Bay 57
White guartzite 11
Windy Tickle 46
Wintemberg 119
Wolf Island 45
Wyman Brook 135

X
T

A
Zoar 34

Site Horden Mumbers
GlCe—3 &0
Gl Ca=4 40

GlCe=5 48,5%%¢c
GlCe-6 47,55
G1Cg=5 45
GLCh=1 43
Hhil=3 55
HhCj-4 S55¢

ldCp=17
1dCp-18
TdCp=19
1dCp-20
IdCp-21
1dCp=22
1dCp-23
1dCq=22
IdCqg=&49
LdCq=50
IdCq-51
[dCq-54
ldCr=-25

1dCr-13,

I
11

12

12

13

13

13
3,4,9,28,45,47,48
14

14

14

14,28

to 32 15

34 16



A
agidicy 56
AlLLik 6=47, 51
anchor 147
antler B9
arrow 23
astrolabe 142,151

B
hialeen 96,37,79
bark 103
Baaque TO-81
Bay of Tsalamds 14
Beaches, the 107
heads 101,102
bear 74,99
beaver 20,99
Belle Isle, Stralt of 1,%5%,75
Beothuk 1,4, 17,87 9H=109
berries 38
Blg Island 15,48-54
Black Hay 53,58
Black Island 13,19
bone %6, 57 74 80,82 103,106, 148
Boyd“a Cowve 1,%,98-125

c

CaHa .M. |

cannon 163,153

canvaz 103

carthoun 15,49,51,88,129

cemebory 70, J4=T6

coramles 56=58,71,73, 74,79, 80,
101, 142, 148, 150

cherr 12,22,88,126-130,138

chronology 8=-9,10,11,15,17,
19,50,55,58, 106, 107, 154

climacte 24,126

cod BA

concrat lon 149

conservation JO, 147,155

copper 20

cuormarant 99

I3
Delabarre 27
discase 77

173

1983

Donner Foundatlon 155
Dorset 12,14,15,27,468,49,85=-97,
127-131,138

E
elder 99
Englee 130
erosfon 18,58,85,90
Exploits River 99,101,104
Explorer’s Club 155

g
falcon 15
feathers 80
fence, carlbou 18,20,27,35,43,51
Fleur de Lys 1,5,85-97
Flint 56,57
flotation 131
fluting, tlp 128
forest, boundary of 9,23
fox 15,49 58,74
French 102, 142,150,151
fur 99

[t
Garnet Poinc 27
glass 56,101,152
goose 15,99
Gravel Pond 129
Great Narthern Peninzula 130
Groswiter Bay 6,13
Groswnter Palaco-Eskimo 27
gpulllenat 99

H
Hamiltan Inlec 9,57,127
Harp Peninsula 273
harpoon 23,777,151
hawk 15
liebron 9,10,18,21,23,52
hollow, sleeping 103, 104
hydrodredge 147,161

1
1.5.E.R. 131
Indian Point 106
Ind fan, Recent 96,127
Innu B2
Inspector laland 124



Tnuit 6,12,19,27,48,49,55-58,79
iron 58,80, 100, 107

Island Harbour 27

Isle aux Mocts |, 142-166
Iathmus 27,127

Iterungnek Fjord 19

ivery 56,89

J
Jacger 99
Jaeger Tsland 14
Jens Haven Island 13
Jerusalem Harbour 18

K
Kaipokak Bay 7
Kangalasiorvik Island 15

L
L Anse Amour 12
L Anse aux Meadows 5
lead 56,71,76,80,100,151
leather B0,148-150
Lictle Passage 1,107,122, 124,129,
130,131,140
longhouse 6-47,49, 51
Long Point 129
Loon 99

M
Machault 154
Maritime Archaie 1,6-47,48-54 87
marten 99
Hicmac 90,102
mid-passage 18
Mikkitok lake 18
Hontagnals 102
Monument Polnt 13,20

N
N.I.P. |
nall 56-58,71,74,76,79,100,101
Nain 9,10,15,19
Neo-Eskimo 14
nephrite 12,13,27
Nettleship 15,27
Notre Dame Bay 98,127
Rulliak Cove 6-47

]
oakum |52
Okak 10,15,127

174

oldaquaw 99
otter 99

P
PIA'H' .I'-I-ﬁl- 2
Palaco-Eskimo 7
partridge BR
Penny Hook Cove 12
Petro—Canada 24,531,352
petroglyphs 90
pewter 154
pipe, clay 56-58,79,101,102°R

plthouse 6,7,10,11,50,
102

populatlon, estimates of
(M.A.) 9,11

Port au Port Peninsula 1,
126-141

Port—aux—Rasques 1432

Pre-Dorset 10,014,15,18,21-24,
27,46

Q
quartz 8,128
quarczice lh,17,50

R
Ramah cheve 6, 16, 20-23,49=51, 128
Rattliers Bipht 6=-47
Red Bay 1,4,12,553,70-61
Red Tmdian lake 4,5
red ochre 16
relacionships, culctural 21-24
rope 148

5
5.9.H.R:C. 70,108
Saddle Taland 72,78, 80
Saplek Bay 1,4,9,15,21,48=-54,127
gialmon BB
Sandy Cove 13,19
San Juan B0, 154
Saunders 14
seal 48,56,72,73,79,86, 126,129
Seal Cove Polnc (3,19
settlement pactern 18
shell 77,98,102,106
alil pwreck 142-162
Shuldham Island 48
sina 14,2748
skin 103,104
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slate 16,128

smelt 99 Site Borden Numbers

soapstone 16,17,20,52, 58,67, DiAp=3 111
79,85-97,128,130 DiAg=2 124
Sop's Island B8 DdBq-1 127
Spanish 151 BdBg-2 127
Square Tsland 12 DdBRq-3 129
Srl Lanka & DeBq=1 129
ft. Oeorge’s Ray 1ZR EcRa=] 130
Stock Cove 131 EkBe-6 63
arresn, social 23 FkBe=11 69
subs{stence 11,21, 48, 88,99, 126,131 Fiaw=1 27
sul phar L4H F1BF-1 27
GeBn-1 13,27
T CgBe-1 7
textile 76,148 CpBy=27
Thule 27 GhBr=1 10,29
tile 71 GhBt-3 7,10,31,33
Tombolo 27 GhBe=4 7,10
Torngat Archacological Project HbCE-1 27
19 IaCo-1 27
tourlsm 93 laCp—16 27
trade 23,24,57,59,89,99,100,102 [aCr=1 27
triangulation 145,159 IbCp-20 9,10,35,37
tryworks 70-73,79 IhCp=-25 27
Twin Island 55'53.&].&5.?3—90 1bCq=-5 27
1bCq=6 27
u Ihiq-7 27
Thie=1 27
V ibGr=2 27
vandal {sm 92-94 leCq-9 27
1dcp=1 51
W IdCp—18 31
waleus 48,151 1dCp-23 50
wiatercraft 4,22,49,77,89,102 IdCq=1 51
waterlogged silte BO [dCq~6 51
whale &49,55,57,70,75=-80 1dCqg-8 51
wigwam 103,104 [dCq-47 51
Wigwam Brook 99,101,106 IdCg-48 50
Windy Cove 18,19 IdCq=-50 51
Windy Terraces 18 14Cg-%1 51
Wiseman' s Cove 58,69 IdCq-54 49
wood 17,20,22, 56-58,70-80,89, [dCq=55 49
103, 148-15] TdCg-56 49
[dCq=57 49
¥ ldcr-40 27
IdCe=-541 27
¥ ldCe-42 27
YM-YWCA 3,4 ldCr=43 27








