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INTRODUCTION 

Jane  S p r o u l l  Thomson 
P r o v i n c i a l  A r c h a e o l o g i s t  

Cutbacks i n  government spending and d e c l i n i n g  u n i v e r s i t y  e n r o l l m e n t  

h e r e ,  as e l s e w h e r e ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a  somewhat s m a l l e r  number o f  r e s e a r c h  

p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  i n  1983. However, s e v e r a l  c o n t i n u i n g  programs 

and a  s i n g l e  new one have g i v e n  us new i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  

h i s t o r y  and p r e h i s t o r y .  The r e p o r t s  from t h e  1983 f i e l d w o r k  s e a s o n ,  

a s  i n  t h e  t h r e e  p rev ious  volumes,  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  i n i t i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  

on work i n  p r o g r e s s  and n o t  a s  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s '  f i n a l  i d e a s  on t h e  s u b j e c t s  

c o v e r e d .  It i s  expec ted  t h a t  more l e n g t h y  documents e v e n t u a l l y  w i l l  

be produced by e a c h  r e s e a r c h e r  which w i l l  c o n t a i n  more d e f i n i t i v e  i n f o r -  

mat ion.  An a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  y e a r ' s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  t h e  Index f o r  which 

we have s e p a r a t e l y  l i s t e d  t h e  s u b j e c t s  t o  be found i n  t h i s  and t h e  t h r e e  

p r e v i o u s  r e p o r t s .  

The 1983 s e a s o n  saw con t inued  work on t h e  i m p o r t a n t  u n d i s t u r b e d  

s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Boyd's Cove Beothuk s i t e .  P a s t o r e ' s  new i n f o r m a t i o n  

o n  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  Beothuk and t h e  p o s s i b l e  proto-Beothuk component 

o f  t h e  Boyd's Cove s i te  s u p p o r t s  Penney' s (1981 ) L i t t l e  Passage-Beothuk 

continuum; P a s t o r e ' s  sugges ted  p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t  sequence f o r  t h e s e  " r e c e n t  

Ind ians"  i s  f e a t u r e d  on t h e  cover .  I n  Northern  Labrador ,  F i t zhugh  h a s  

c o m p i l e d  s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  from h i s  Mari t ime Archaic  s i tes t o  propose 

major  new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  on house and community development.  Cont inuing 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  by Tuck and G r e n i e r  a t  Red Ray, P a s t o r e  and Auger a l o n g  

t h e  B e l l e  I s l e  c o a s t ,  by Thomson a t  Saglek Bay and F l e u r  d e  Lys and 

NMAS a t  I s l e  a w  Morts a r e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  known 

s i t e s ,  whi le  Simpson's work on t h e  P o r t  a u  P o r t  p e n i n s u l a  h a s  r e f i n e d  

and expanded upon Car ignan ' s  1975 work t h e r e .  

The H i s t o r i c  Resources  D i v i s i o n ' s  p r o v i n c i a l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  c o n t i n u e s  

t o  o p e r a t e  on a  p a r t - t i m e  b a s i s  o u t  o f  t h e  c u r a t o r ' s  o f f i c e  a t  t h e  New- 

f o u n d l a n d  Museum. I n  1984 we w i l l  b e g i n  a  program t o  e n t e r  upda ted  

s i t e  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  Canad i a n  H e r i t a g e  I n f o r m a t i o n  Network (CHIN). Th i s  

computer sys tem t a k e s  over  from t h e  N a t i o n a l  Inven to ry  Program and w i l l  

1 



a l l o w  museums and g a l l e r i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  computer 

f o r  in-house management a s  w e l l  a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e t r i e v a l  from a n a t i o n a l  

network.  Following i n p u t  o f  t h e  Newfoundland and Labrador s i t e  r e c o r d s  

(approx imate ly  1 ,000) ,  e n t r y  o f  e n t h n o l o g i c a l  and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  a r t i f a c t s  

w i l l  begin .  Among t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  on t h e  s i t e  r ecord  forms w i l l  be  a 

l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  s i t e ' s  c o n d i t i o n ,  p r e s e n t  and p r o j e c t e d ,  which,  combined 

w i t h  t h e  new P i c  t o r i a l  and A r t i f a c  t R e t r i e v a l  and I n f o r m a t i o n  System 

(PARIS) c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  w i l l  a s s i s t  t h e  H i s t o r i c  Resources D i v i s i o n  i n  

expanding i t s  program of s i t e  management. P o l i c i e s  w i l l  be  developed 

t o  t i e  i n  our  f i e l d w o r k  g r a n t s  t o  t h i s  program, and i t  c a n  be  f o r e s e e n  

t h a t  f u t u r e  g r a n t s  w i l l  be  awarded on a " s i t e  needs" b a s i s  which w i l l  

i n c o r p o r a t e  o v e r a l l  d e v e l o p m e n t  aims w i t h  s i t e  a t t r i t i o n  problems. 

I n  t h e  1983-84 f i s c a l  y e a r ,  t h e  Newfoundland and Labrador  Government 

f i e l d w o r k  g r a n t s  were c u t  by n e a r l y  30%. It i s  d o u b t f u l  whether fund ing  

w i l l  approach t h e  1982 l e v e l  i n  t h e  n e x t  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  o r  f o r  some t ime 

t o  come. Thus i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  we u t i l i z e  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  

funding t o  maximize s i t e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and management. Researchers  who 

wish t o  pursue what t h e  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t o  b e  l o w - p r i o r i t y  f i e l d w o r k  

w i l l  b e  encouraged t o  s e e k  o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e s  o f  funding.  

I n  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  t h e  D i v i s i o n  r e c e i v e d  21 development r e g i s t r a t i o n s  

from t h e  Department o f  Environment f o r  review under  t h e  Environmental  

Assessment Act. F i v e  o f  t h e s e  were deemed p o t e n t i a l l y  damaging t o  archa- 

e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s ,  and t h e  proponents  adv i sed  t o  p r e p a r e  a h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s  

impact assessment .  C u r r e n t l y  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  s i t s  on twelve 

in te rgovernmenta l  a ssessment  committees.  During 1983 t h e  H i s t o r i c  Resources  

D i v i s i o n  a l s o  examined approx imate ly  20 l a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  and 150 q u a r r y  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  development o p e r a t i o n s  would 

n o t  endanger known a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s .  Q u a r r i e s  u s u a l l y  do no t  f a l l  

u n d e r  t h e  env i ronmenta l  assessment  l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

c a n  o n l y  be  a s s e s s e d  i n  r e g a r d  t o  known s i tes ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y  s u r v e y s  

a r e  n o t  normal ly  f e a s i b l e .  

For i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o b t a i n i n g  a schedu le  o f  under t a k i n g s  

s u b j e c t  t o  r e g i s t r a t i o n  under t h i s  Ac t ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  d r a f t  r e g u l a t i o n s  

f o r  t h e  Act,  t h e s e  may b e  reques ted  from The Environmental  Assessment 

D i v i s i o n ,  Department of Environment, E l i z a b e t h  Towers, St .  John ' s ,  New- 



f o u n d l a n d .  New permit  requirements  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  p repa ra t i on  and 

w i l l  be i n  place fo r  t he  1984 season,  a l though some p rov i s ions  of  t h e  

requirements  w i l l  be delayed i n  o rde r  t o  g i v e  r e s e a r c h e r s  t ime t o  accommodate 

them without undue hardship.  

The " In t roduc t ion  t o  Archaeology" course was aga in  o f f e r e d  t o  the  

gene ra l  pub1 i c  through the  YMCA, and an e n t h u s i a s t i c  group responded. 

The Amateur Archaeology Assoc ia t ion  ( N L A ~ )  r e c r u i t e d  a  number of t he  

cou r se  g radua t e s  and con t inues  a  l i v e l y  programme which inc ludes  opportu- 

n i t i e s  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  t o  exchange informat ion  with 

i n t e r e s t e d  laymen ( s e e  Mathieson, t h i s  volume). The a s s i s t a n c e  of t he  

Anthropology Department a t  Memorial Un ive r s i t y  and e s p e c i a l l y  Douglas 

Robbins, James Tuck, and Valer ie  Andrews i n  product ion of t h i s  year ' s  

Report ,  i s  g r a t e f u l l y  acknowledged. 

GRANTS 

Grants  made by the  H i s t o r i c  Resources Div is ion  f o r  1983: 

FITZHUGH, William - Torngat P ro j ec t  ..............$ 5,000.00 

PASTORE, Ralph - S t r a i t  of  Bel le  I s l e  survey.. .... 795.00 

SIMPSON, David - Por t  au Por t  Peninsula  survey.. .. 5,500.00 

THOMSON, Callum - Saglek Bay survey.. ............. 3,000.00 

T U C K ,  James - Red Bay excavations................. 3,600.00 

TOTAL $17,895.00 



THE NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR 

ASSOCLATION OF AMATEUR ARCHAEOLOGISTS 

REPORT OF THE YEAR'S ACTIVLTIES 

J u l i a  Mathieson 

The Newfoundland and Labrador Assoc ia t ion  of Amateur Archaeologis t s  

( N L A ~ )  was founded i n  January 1983. It a r o s e  out  of  a  s e r i e s  of  l e c t u r e s  

g iven  by Jane Sproul l  Thomson and Callum Thomson i n  the  F a l l  of 1982 

a t  the  YW-YMCA. The a s s o c i a t i o n  was founded by a  small  group of  people  

w i t h  a  keen i n t e r e s t  i n  archaeology, a l l  of whom wanted t o  i nc rease  

t h e i r  knowledge of and exposure t o  the d i s c i p l i n e .  

The founding s i x  members f i r s t  s e t  ou t  t o  write a  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  

t o  s e t  up g u i d e l i n e s  and aims and to  a r range  a  s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s .  

A l l  of  t h i s  was accomplished i n  the  f i r s t  month. 

The aims of N L A ~  a r e  t o  develop good r e l a t i o n s  with p ro fe s s iona l  

a r c h a e o l o g i s t s ,  t o  promote t he  s tudy  of  archaeology through l e c t u r e s ,  

pub1 i c a t i o n s  and t o u r s ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  l i n k  with o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  

a c r o s s  t h e  count ry  and t o  develop a  "site watch" program i n  the  province 

( C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  1983). 

The o b j e c t i v e s  of N L A ~  a r e :  a )  p r o t e c t ,  i n s o f a r  a s  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  

a r chaeo log ica l  s i t e s  i n  t he  province,  b) t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  wi th  o t h e r  organ- 

i z a t i o n s  and agenc ies  t h a t  s e r v e  the  same purpose a s  those  of  t h i s  asso- 

c i a t i o n ,  c)  t o  work f o r  the  proper conserva t ion  and e x p l o r a t i o n  of 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s  and m a t e r i a l s ,  d )  t o  promote publ ic  i n t e r e s t  i n  

and understanding o f  archaeology and anthropology,  and e )  t o  promote 

the s tudy  of  archaeology and anthropology ( Cons t i t u t i on ,  1983 ) . 
In t he  twelve months s i n c e  our  founding,  we have had t e n  meetings 

i nc lud ing  l e c t u r e s  by James Tuck, Ralph Pas to re ,  Jane Sp rou l l  Thomson, 

S t u a r t  Brown, Callum Thomson, Ingeborg Marshal l ,  and Jeane e t e  Barber 

covering excava t ions  a t  Red Bay, Boyds Cove, Red Indian Lake, S r i  Lanka 

and Saglek Bay, a s  wel l  a s  such t o p i c s  a s  archaeology and t h e  law, Beothuk 

canoes ,  and marine archaeology.  A s  wel l  we have had two evenings of 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  movies. The response from the  p ro fe s s iona l  community 

h a s  b e e n  immediate and encouraging, f o r  which the  Execut ive i s  most 



g r a t e f u l .  

During the summer o f  1983 N U 3  l ed  a  tour  t o  s eve ra l  of Newfoundland' s 

prime a rchaeo log ica l  s i t e s ,  inc lud ing  L'Anse aux Meadows, F l eu r  de Lys 

and Red Indian Lake. It was a  f i v e  day tou r  and al though the  v i s i t s  

t o  e a c h  s i t e  were s h o r t ,  the  t r i p  was enjoyed by the  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

Also dur ing  the summer one of  our  members worked with Callum Thomson 

l a b e l l i n g  a r t i f a c t s .  Her work was rewarded one day when she found s ign i -  

f i c a n t  a r t i s t i c  markings,  formerly unnot iced ,  on one of  t h e  a r t i f a c t s .  

In summing up the year ' s  p rogress ,  I f e e l  t h a t  N L A ~  has  made a  

godd s t a r t  with s o l i d  backing from p ro fe s s iona l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  and a  

growing i n t e r e s t  among our members and some members of  t he  gene ra l  publ ic .  

We look  forward t o  another  year of  l e a r n i n g  about our f a v o u r i t e  s u b j e c t ,  

t o  i n c r e a s e d  communication with s i m i l a r  minded groups and t o  g iv ing  

f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  the p ro fe s s iona l s .  

I wish t o  thank a l l  those aforementioned who spoke t o  our a s s o c i a t i o n  

dur ing  the  year and t o  Jane Sproul l  Thomson f o r  

her  continued he lp  and encouragement. 

N L A ~  
P.O. Box 8214 
S t a t i o n  "A" 
St .  John 's ,  Newfoundland 
A1B 3N4 



RESIDENCE PATTERN DEVELOPMENT I N  THE LABRADOR MARITIME ARCHAIC : 

LONGHOUSE MODELS AND 1983 SURVEYS 

Will iam F i tzhugh  
Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  

During t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  advances  i n  Marit ime Archaic r e s e a r c h  

i n  Labrador have l e d  t o  new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  on t h e  development o f  domes t ic  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  and s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  from 7000-3500 B. P. ( F i t z h u g h  

1981a,  b). These i d e a s  have been s t i m u l a t e d  by d i s c o v e r i e s  a t  two s i t e s :  

a  s e r i e s  o f  bou lder  s t r u c t u r e s  s t r a t i f i e d  on e l e v a t e d  beaches  a t  A i l l i k ,  

and a  n o r t h e r n  Labrador h a b i t a t i o n  s i t e  c o n t a i n i n g  l a r g e  r e c t a n g u l a r  

s t r u c t u r e s  and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  a t  N u l l i a k  Cove, 70 km s o u t h  o f  t h e  Ramah ---- 
c h e r t  q u a r r i e s .  T h e s e  sites provide keys to  unders tand ing  Maritime 

Archaic  r e s i d e n t i a l  and s i t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and the  development o f  t h e s e  

p a t t e r n s  through t ime. F u r t h e r ,  t h e  l i n e a r ,  r e p e t i t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  form p r o v i d e s  a  model f o r  a n a l y z i n g  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d e p o s i t s  

a t  s i t e s  where ev idence  o f  dwel l ing  s t r u c t u r e s  i s  a b s e n t .  

The Longhorise Model 

The s e a r c h  f o r  Marit ime Archaic  d w e l l i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  began i n  Groswater 

Bay i n  t h e  e a r l y  1970's. Although l a r g e  d e p r e s s i o n s  had been found 

i n  bou lder  f i e l d s  on  h igh  beaches  a t  a number of l o c a l i t i e s ,  t h e  absence  

o f  d i a g n o s t i c  t o o l s  and i d e n t i f i a b l e  f e a t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  

made c u l t u r a l  a t t r i b u t i o n  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  d i f f i c u l t .  A t  f i r s t ,  e v i d e n c e  

from s e v e r a l  sites po in ted  t e n t a t i v e l y  toward an I n u i t  o r i g i n  (e.g.  F i t zhugh  

1972:89; M a r t i j n  1974: 115) .  But a s  more h igh  e l e v a t i o n  bou lder  p i t h o u s e s  

were found i n  o u t e r  i s l a n d  l o c a t i o n s  a t  o r  n e a r  Maritime Archaic  s i t e s ,  

i t  seemed l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  and the  a r t i f a c t  l o c a t i o n s  nearby  

w e r e  c u l t u r a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  (F i t zhugh  1978:82). A t  t h e  r e c e n t  end of 

t h e  M a r i t i m e  Archaic  sequence i t  was expec ted  t h a t  s i t e s  l i k e  R a t t l e r s  
-..-- 

Bight ,  w i t h  i t s  Large numbers o f  a r t i f a c t s  and f e a t u r e s ,  would provide .- -- 

i n f o r m a t i o n  on house t y p e s ,  s i t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and a r t - l f a c t s .  However, 

t h i s  approach proved e q u a l l y  f r u s t r a t i n g ;  while R a t t l e r s  Bight y i e l d e d  

a b u n d a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  c u l t u r a l  assemblages  and h e a r t h  f e a t u r e s ,  no 



t r a c e  o f  domes t ic  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and r e s i d e n t i a l  p a t t e r n s  were no t iced  

(Fi tzhugh 1980). 

I n  1978 t h i s  deadlock was broken with t he  d i scovery  of house foundat ions 

on r a i s e d  boulder  beaches a t  A i l l i k ,  a  prominent cape  between Makkovik - 
and P o s t v i l l e .  These s t r u c t u r e s  demonstrated c o n s i s t e n t  changes i n  

form a s  one proceeded from the  h i g h e s t ,  e a r l y  beaches t o  t h e  lower,  

more r e c e n t  ones.  A t  t he  36 m l e v e l  a t  A i l l i k  3  (GhBt-4), t h r e e  c i r c u l a r  - 
pi thouses  were found with small  c o n i c a l  cache p i t s  and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s .  

S imi la r  s t r u c t u r e s  occur  on high beaches a t  Aii 1 i k  West 1 and Kaipokak - 
Bay 1 (GgBt-1; Figure I ) .  Unfor tuna te ly ,  these  s i t e s  d i d  not y i e ld  - 
d i a g n o s t i c  a r t i f a c t s ,  and t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s  remained hypo the t i ca l .  

The most i n t e r e s t i n g  d a t a  came from t h e  long beach sequence a t  A i l l i k  
-. 

2 (GhBt-3); F igure  2) .  Here, ova l  and r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e s  were found - 
on beaches ranging from 24-18 m above s e a  l e v e l .  Below t h i s  e l e v a t i o n ,  

r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e s  disappeared.  The next  lowest  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t i o n  

a r e a ,  on t he  10 m beach,  contained a  Paleo-Eskimo s t r u c t u r e  d a t i n g  t o  

3,000-2,500 y e a r s  ago. 

The A i l l i k  2  sequence may b e  descr ibed  b r i e f l y  a s  fol lows.  Two - 

s t r u c t u r e s ,  S6 and S7, were found a t  21 m. The sma l l e r ,  s i n g l e  room 

s t r u c t u r e ,  S6, was sub-rectangular  and had i n t e r n a l  dimensions of  2  

x 3 m. I ts long a x i s  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  beach r idge .  The l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e ,  

S7, was sub-divided i n t o  two compartments excavated 25 cm i n t o  the  beach 

and separa ted  from each o t h e r  by a  low r i d g e  of  boulders .  I t s  e x t e r n a l  

w a l l s ,  about 1-2 m wide, cons i s t ed  of a  10-20 cm high mound of rocks 

which had been removed from the  i n t e r i o r  of  the  s t r u c t u r e .  A t  a  s l i g h t l y  

Lower e l e v a t i o n  was a  r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e ,  S5, w i th  t h r e e  i n t e r n a l  

r i d g e s  d iv id ing  the  s t r u c t u r e  i n t o  four  segments, whose f l o o r s  and w a l l s  

were cons t ruc ted  a s  noted above. S3 and S4, l oca t ed  on a  s t i l l  lower 

t e r r a c e ,  were s i m i l a r  t o  S5. S3 was about 20 m long and had fou r  ( o r  

p o s s i b l y  f i v e )  segments. The lowest and l a r g e s t  s t r u c t u r e ,  S2, was 

on the  18 m beach (F igu re  3 ) .  This s t r u c t u r e  was more deeply  excavated 

than the o t h e r s a n d m e a s u r e d  4  x 2 8 m .  It had sixclearlymarkeddividers 

and sugges t ions  of t h r e e  o t h e r s ,  c r e a t i n g  a  minimum of seven and a  maximum 

of  t e n  segments. Rock f e a t u r e s  sugges t ive  of  post  suppor t s  and hea r th s  

o c c u r r e d  a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  i n s i d e  the  wal ls .  Around t h e  o u t s i d e  



w a l l  were t e n  small  con ica l  cache p i t s ,  about t h e  same number a s  t he  

number o f  i n t e r n a l  segmented spaces.  The p o s i t i o n  of t h e s e  caches sugges t s  

they were used a s  p r i v a t e  l a r d e r s  f o r  the occupants  of  i n d i v i d u a l  room 

segments. 

The s t r u c t u r e s  on the A i l l i k  beaches s h a r e  a  number of common f e a t u r e s .  

Fxcept during the  pi thouse per iod ,  they  a r e  o r i en t ed  with t h e i r  long 

a x i s  p a r a l l e l  t o  the a c t i v e  beach and f r equen t ly  have t h e i r  r e a r  wa l l s  

placed aga ins t  t he  f r o n t  of  t h e  next  h ighes t  beach o r  t e r r a c e  f r o n t .  

Foundation wa l l s  a r e  composed of a  low mound of rocks der ived  from excavat ing 

o r  c l e a r i n g  the  f l o o r s  i n s i d e  t he  s t r u c t u r e s .  P a r t i t i o n s  between segments 

c o n s i s t  of  remnant p la t forms  of  unmodified beach su r f ace .  Small cache 

p i t s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  room segments near  t h e  o u t s i d e  wal l s .  

A s  i s  usual  with s i t e s  on boulder  beaches,  o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  remains a r e  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  f ind.  However, S t ruc tu re  2, t h e  lowest  and l a r g e s t  s t r u c t u r e  

of i t s  type a t  A i l l i k  2, contained a  few f l a k e s  of qua r t z  and a  k r i t i m e  

Archaic c e l t .  

Dating the A i l l i k  sequence is  d i f f i c u l t  because these rocky beaches 

do not have f i n e  s u r f a c e  sediments. Whatever t r a c e s  of  a c t i v i t y  once 

ex i s t ed  have disappeared i n t o  the i n t e r s t i c e s  between the rocks.  Geological 

d a t i n g  i s  hampered by t h e  absence o f  a  l o c a l  u p l i f t  curve f o r  t h i s  reg ion .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  by e x t r a p o l a t i o n  from o the r  a r e a s  (F i tzhugh 1977:483), 

t h e  23-26 m e l e v a t i o n s  were probably a t  s e a  l e v e l  about  6,000-7,000 

yea r s  ago,  and the 18 m high S2 beach 5,000 y e a r s  ago. T e n t a t i v e  con f i r -  

m a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  e s t i m a t e s  has come from a  5210+270 - B.P. (Beta  5746) 

d a t e  obtained from a  three-segment s t r u c t u r e  a t  A i l l i k  West 1, s i m i l a r  - . - 

i n  form t o  S5 a t  A i l l i k  2. 

The A i l l i k  d a t a  a l s o  po in t  toward a  func t iona l  exp lana t ion  of  t h e s e  

s t r u c t u r e s  a s  dwell ings.  The s i z e  and t h e  r e p e t i t i v e  n a t u r e  of  i n t e r n a l  

compartments, h e a r t h s ,  t o o l  assemblages,  and deb i t age  suggest  t h a t  the  

s t r u c t u r e s  were occupied by small  groups--probably i nd iv idua l  families--who 

maintained personal  food s t o r a g e  i n  caches  near  t h e i r  rooms. The organi- 

z a t i o n  of  t he se  h a b i t a t i o n  u n i t s  does  n o t  change app rec i ab ly  from room 

t o  room. The s i z e  of  t h e  dwel l ings  of  course  changes with t he  a d d i t i o n  

of  new segments t o  t h e  core  s t r u c t u r e .  While house widths  remain a t  

about 4 m ,  the  o v e r a l l  s i z e  of  dwel l ings  i n c r e a s e s  from 7 m about 6,000 



y e a r s  ago t o  28 m about 4,500 y e a r s  ago (Table  1) .  Because a l l  of t h e  

compartments seem t o  have been occupied a t  one t ime ,  and s i n c e  i t  seems 

reasonable  t o  hypothesize t h a t  each  segment housed a  fami ly  o f  4-5 indi-  

v i d u a l s ,  t he  numbers of segments o r  t h e  l e n g t h  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  ( i n  

c a s e s  where the d i v i d e r s  a r e  obscured) o f f e r s  a  method of e s t ima t ing  

the  s i z e  of t h e  group occupying a  g iven  dwell ing s t r u c t u r e .  However, 

i n  c a s e s  where more than one longhouse occu r s  a t  a  g iven  s i te ,  de te rmina t ion  

o f  s t r u c t u r e  contemporaneity and e s t i m a t e s  of  t o t a l  group popula t ion  

s i z e  i s  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t .  

T h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t he  A i l l i k  sequence summarizes t h e  evidence 

f o r  an evolu t ionary  o r  developmental model o f  change i n  Maritime Archaic 

dwel l ing  s t r u c t u r e s  between approximately 7000-4500 B. P. Although the  

d i s cus s ion  has been confined to  A i l l i k  t o  s imp l i fy  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  s i m i l a r  

t y p e s  of  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  known from o the r  s i t e s  on the c e n t r a l  coas t  

be tween  Hami l ton  I n l e t  and Nain. However, none of  those  a s s o c i a t e d  

with e a r l y  o r  middle  Maritime Archaic per iods  have been da ted .  Taken 

toge the r ,  t h e s e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  that expansion from s i n g l e  t o  mul t ip le -  

segmented s t r u c t u r e  may have occurred a s  e a r l y  a s  6000-6500 B.P. However, 

perhaps o t h e r  t ypes  of s t r u c t u r e s  cont inued t o  be used a s  l a t e  a s  5500 

B. P., a s  seasona l  o r  s p e c i a l i z e d  dwell ing types  (Hood 1981). 

The l a t e r  p o r t i o n  of  t h i s  sequence i s  b e s t  i l l u s t r a t e d  by f i n d s  

a t  Nul l iak  Cove, l o c a t e d  on the o u t e r  c o a s t  between Hebron and Saglek. 

The s i t e ,  des igna ted  Null iak Cove 1 (1bCp-20), i s  30 km n o r t h  of t he  

present-day f o r e s t  boundary a t  Napartok Bay. The s i t e  was f i r s t  inves- 

t i g a t e d  i n  1978. In  1980 we re turned  t o  map, test ,  and excavate  p a r t  

o f  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  and two b u r i a l  mounds (F i tzhugh 1981a). 

A t  t h a t  t i m e  we noted 16 longhouses wi th  dimensions ranging from 25 

t o  80 m i n  l eng th .  The form of t he se  s t r u c t u r e s  resembled those a t  

A i l l i k  a l though the  w a l l s  of  the  Nul l iak  s t r u c t u r e s  were less easy  t o  

d e t e c t .  This  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  probably caused by l o c a l  geo log ica l  cond i t i ons ,  

the Nul l iak  beaches being composed of  marine d e p o s i t s  t h a t  had not  l o s t  

t h e i r  f i n e  sediments  t o  wave a c t i o n .  As a r e s u l t ,  c u l t u r a l  d e p o s i t s  

had been preserved i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  a s  t hey  had a l s o  a t  

Rattlers Bight. 

These g e o l o g i c a l  cond i t i ons  provided a  s o l u t i o n  t o  the  l a c k  of  



conformity i n  evidence between a r c h i t e c t u r a l  forms and the  remains o f  

domestic a c t i v i t i e s .  A t  Nul l iak  t h e  arrangement o f  domestic a c t i v i t i e s  

can be  s tud ied  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  s o c i a l l y  organized space. The l o c a t i o n  

o f  t h i s  l a r g e  s i te  i n  a  geographica l ly  marginal  a r ea  f o r  t h i s  c u l t u r e  

r a i s ed  a  number of ques t i ons  t h a t  were a l l .  the more i n t r i g u i n g  because 

s t y l i s t i c  e v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t e d  a  r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f  Nul l iak  occupat ion.  

Radiocarbon d a t e s  from the Mound 1 b u r i a l  (3565+75 - B.P., SI-4821) and 

from h e a r t h s  i n  t h e  S t r u c t u r e  8  longhouse (3795f60 B.P. and 3710f70 

B.P., SI-4822, 4823) supported t h i s  view. Indeed, t he se  d a t e s  suggested 

t h a t  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  of  t h e  Nul l iak  occupat ion  took p l a c e  near  the end 

of  t he  Labrador Maritime Archaic ,  perhaps even l a t e r  than R a t t l e r s  Bight. 

This  was somewhat s u r p r i s i n g  i n  view o f  ev idence  f o r  s t rong  Pre-Dorset 

occupat ion i n  Nain, Okak, and Hebron a t  p r e c i s e l y  the same t i m e  per iod.  

Table 1 

Some recent1 y inves t iga ted Mar i t ime Archaic duel 1 lng s t ruc tu res  

Deslg. Type Segs. Lng. El ev. age B.P. 
a.s.1. (* est.) 

A i l l i k  3 

A i l l i k  2, S7 

A i l l l k 2 ,  S6 

A l l l i k  West 1, S3 

A i l l i k  2, S5 

A l l l i k  2, S3 

A i l l i k  2, S2 

Nu1 I i ak  Cove 1, S8 

Nu l l  i ak  Cove I, S11 

Nu1 l i ak  Cove 1, S15 

GhBt-4 

GhBt-3 

GhBt-3 

GhBt- 1 

GhBt-3 

GhBt-3 

GhBt-3 

I bCp-20 

I bCp-20 

I bCp-20 

round, p i t .  

rect., surf.  

rect., surf.  

rect., sur f .  

rect., sur f .  

rect., sur f .  

rect., sur f .  

rect., sur f .  

rect., sur f .  

rect., sur f .  



I n  summary, t h e s e  data--even though t e n t a t i v e  a t  present--suggested 

t he  fol lowing s c e n a r i o  of Maritime Archaic c u l t u r a l  development. The 

sequence appears  t o  begin about 7,000-8,000 y e a r s  ago with small. v i l l a g e s  

o f  one t o  t h r e e  round o r  oval p i t houses ,  each of which presumably held 

a  s i n g l e  family.  Af te r  a  millennium (by  6000 B.P.), round p i thouses  

began t o  be  rep laced  by oval  o r  sub-rectangular  s t r u c t u r e s  such  a s  S6 

and S7 a t  A i l l i k  2. Subsequently,  t he se  s t r u c t u r e s  assumed more formalized 

r e c t a n g u l a r  dimensions,  becoming l a r g e r  through time a s  a d d i t i o n a l  rooms 

of s i m i l a r  s i z e  and o rgan iza t ion  were appended t o  the c o r e  s t r u c t u r e ,  

a s  fol lows:  3-segment s t r u c t u r e s  by - ca. 5200 B.P., 7-10-segment s t r u c t u r e s  

by - ca.  4500 B.P., and 15-20 segment s t r u c t u r e s  by - ca. 3700 B.P. The 

l a t t e r  a t t a i n e d  dimensions a s  l a r g e  a s  50 t o  80 m. Although o t h e r  s i t e s  

have  n o t  been noted t o  con ta in  more than one longhouse, Nul l iak  had 

a t  l e a s t  15 o r  more, based on 1980 f ie ldwork  e s t i m a t e s  (F igu re  4, 4a) .  

, Cer t a in ly  n o t  a l l  of t h e s e  could have been occupied a t  t he  same t i m e .  

Never the less ,  t h e  s i t e  r e p r e s e n t s  a  d ramat ic  e s c a l a t i o n  i n  house s i z e  

and se t t l emen t  complexi ty  cons ider ing  i t s  l o c a t i o n  no r th  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  

arld near  t he  nor thern  Maritime Archaic per iphery.  

T h i s  s e q u e n c e  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  development over  3,500 y e a r s  adds 

new dimensions t o  s o c i a l  and demographic a s p e c t s  of Maritime Archaic 

c u l t u r e .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  the use of  longhouse s i z e  i n  e s t ima t ing  r e s i d e n t i a l  

populat ion s i z e s ,  i t  becomes poss ib le  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  

o f  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  by examining the k inds  and numbers o f  t o o l s  and 

o t h e r  remains found i n  d i f f e r e n t  compartments i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  longhouse. 

I n t e r n a l  v a r i a t i o n  i n  compartment assemblages might result from r e s i d e n t i a l  

c r a f t  o r  a c t i v i t y  s p e c t a l i z a t i o n ,  o r  s t a t u s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  expressed i n  

the  k inds  and amounts o f  raw m a t e r i a l s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  e x o t i c s )  a v a i l a b l e  

t o  occupants  of  d l f  f e r e n t  compartments. Such s t u d i e s  might a l s o  r e s o l v e  

t he  ques t i on  of  whether g rave  goods found i n  i nd iv idua l  b u r i a l s  belonged 

to  t h e  deceased o r  were t h e  combined c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of a s o c i a l  group 

o r  the community a t  l a r g e .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  these  t o p i c s  t h e  A i l l i k  d a t a  

a l s o  r a i s e  q u e s t i o n s  about s e t t l emen t  n u c l e a t i o n ,  subs t s t ence  i n t e n s i f  i- 

c a t i o n ,  r eg iona l  popula t ion  growth, and socio-pol i t i c a l  change. However, 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t he se  and o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  l e a d s  beyond t h e  l i m i t  of 

t he  p re sen t  paper. 



1983 Fie ld  Surveys 

Fieldwork began on 8 J u l y  with our  d e p a r t u r e  from Gordon Pi t tman ' s  

boatyard i n  Rocky Harbour, a t  the  en t r ance  t o  Bonne Bay, where Tunuyak 

had been lodged f o r  r e p a i r s  e a r l i e r  i n  t he  year.  Due to  t h e  l a t e n e s s  

of  t h e  seaon and our need t o  proceed no r th  r a p i d l y ,  t h e r e  were few oppor- 

t u n i t i e s  f o r  a r chaeo log ica l  work dur ing  the  two week t r a n s i t  t o  Nain. 

Nevertheless ,  some l o c a t i o n s  were v i s i t e d  ( s e e  Appendix 1). Among them 

was L'Anse Amour, where we noted h a b i t a t i o n  d e p o s i t s  with t o o l s ,  d e b i t a g e ,  - 
s l a b s ,  f i re -c racked  rocks ,  and small  boulder f e a t u r e s  a d j a c e n t  t o  the 

b u r i a l  mound excavated by McGhee and Tuck (1975). It seems l i k e l y  t h a t  

the mound and the  h a b i t a t i o n  a r ea  d a t e  t o  the same period and were p a r t  

o f  a s i n g l e  s h o r e - s i d e  s i t e ,  cons ider ing  t h a t  s t r a t i f i e d  components 

a t  L'Anse Amour Area 5,  a s l i g h t l y  lower s i t e ,  d a t e  t o  4000-6200 B.P. 

Af t e r  v i s i t s  t o  L'Anse Amour and Red Bay we proceeded t o  Square 

I s l a n d ,  where Chris topher  Nagle had requested we s ea rch  f o r  an ou t c rop  

o f  " l a r g e  m a s s e s  o f  d a r k  green a c t i n o l i t e "  repor ted  by A.S. Packard 

(1891  : 143) which might have been a sou rce  of  n e p h r i t e .  We were no t  

a b l e  t o  re - loca te  t h i s  pos s ib l e  source.  Fa r the r  north we surveyed Penny 
1 

Hook Cove, a small harbour on I s l and  of Ponds on  the south s i d e  of  ~ o m i n o  
.- - - 
Run. Two h i s t o r i c  period sites were found wi th  r ec t angu la r  sod foundat ions  

and l a t e  18th and 19 th  cen tu ry  a r t i f a c t s  , inc lud ing  well-preserved wood 

and bone m a t e r i a l s .  The houses lacked en t r ance  passages and d id  no t  

c o n t a i n  recognizable  I n u i t  a r t i f a c t s .  However, t h e  swampy ground could 

have been occupied on ly  i n  t he  w in t e r ,  making i t  an unusual s i te f o r  

a European es tab l i shment .  This  a r e a ,  which has  a number of  l e s s  d i s t i n c t  

s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  were no t  t e s t e d ,  deserves  f u r t h e r  study. 

The next  l o c a t i o n  v i s i t e d  was Haypook I s l a n d ,  e a s t  o f  Cartwright .  
- ---- 

In  add i t i on  t o  caches  and t e n t  r i n g s  of unknown c u l t u r a l  o r i g i n ,  a l a r g e  

boulder  of neph r i t e - l i ke  m a t e r i a l  weighing nea r ly  50 kg was found on 

a t e r r a c e  on t h e  e a s t e r n  end of  t h e  i s l a n d .  This  boulder  had b a t t e r e d  

edges and numerous f l a k e  removal s c a r s .  Excavation revea led  deb i t age  

and Dorset- l ike f laked  C e l t  preforms around i t s  base. No c u l t u r a l l y  

d i a g n o s t i c  t o o l s  o r  c h e r t  implements were recovered ,  nor  was t h e r e  evidence 

o f  a Dorset s i t e  nearby. Samples of  t h e  n e p h r i t e  were taken f o r  l a b o r a t o r y  



a n a l y s i s .  This  boulder  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  f ind  because geo log ica l  sources  

o f  n e p h r i t e  a r e  not known i n  Labrador (Blackman and Nagle 1983; Nagle 

1984). Since i t  was n o t  embedded i n  the beach d e p o s i t s  i t  cannot  have 

been moved he re  by g l a c i a l  o r  marine agencies .  While t he  Haypook boulder  

cannot  b e  considered a "geologica l  source",  i t s  l a r g e  s i z e  and i t s  indic-  

a t i o n s  of  having been worked down l o c a l l y  from a l a r g e r ,  n a t u r a l l y  eroded 

boulder  suggest  i t  was n o t  l i k e l y  t o  have been c a r r i e d  he re  from f a r  

away. 

During the pas t  s e v e r a l  yea r s ,  f i e l d  d a t a  on Maritime Archaic s t r u c t u r e s  

a t  A i l l i k  and Nullfa-k have prompted r e e x a m i n a t i o n  of s i t e s  and excavated 
-~ . 

d a t a  from Groswater Bay. Laboratory a n a l y s i s  o f  t he se  d a t a  has  shown 

t h a t  these  s i t e s  c o n t a i n  r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e s  of  d i f f e r e n t  l eng ths .  

Sandy Coje s i t e s  d a t i n g  t o  ca .  5000 B.P. have s t r u c t u r e s  with t w o  o r  
.- 

t h r e e  h e a r t h s  and o v e r a l l  l e n g t h s  of 12-16 m; Black I s l a n d  2, d a t i n g  

t o  ca .  4200 B.P., h a s  a 50 m s t r u c t u r e  with 12 h e a r t h s ;  and Rattlers 
~- - - 

Bight a t  4000-3700 B. P. has  evidence of  m u l  t i - hea r th  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  comparable 

o r  g r e a t e r  l eng th .  Since these s t r u c t u r e s  were no t  recognized a t  the  

time these  s i t e s  were excavated,  we needed t o  see  i f  suppor t ing  evidence 

f o r  these  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  might b e  forthcoming from new f i e l d  observa t ions .  

Two days were spen t  i n  Groswater Bay in spec t ing  Maritime Archaic 

s i t e s  excavated t en  yea r s  ago. No new excava t ions  were made, bu t  t he  

p a t t e r n  o f  m u l t i p l e ,  closely-spaced c o l l e c t i o n  and h e a r t h  l o c i  p a r a l l e l i n g  

t e r r a c e  f r o n t s  a t  Sandy Cove, Black I s l a n d ,  and Black I s land  Cove resembles 

longhouse si tes a t  A i l l i k ,  da t i ng  to  t he  same p e r i d ,  - ca. 5000-6000 B.P. 

A v i s i t  t o  Monument Point  3 ,  a Rattlers Bight period si te i n  o u t e r  Groswater 

Bay, p resen ted  the c l e a r e s t  case  f o r  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Test p i t s  

e a s t  o f  the  p rev ious ly  excavated 16 m s e c t i o n  of  t h i s  s i t e  revea led  

a narrow 70 m long depos i t  extending along the  f r o n t  o f  t h i s  t e r r a c e .  

Since t h i s  s i t e  almost c e r t a i n l y  r ep re  s en t  s an unmixed s i n g l e  component 

l o n g h o u s e ,  i t  o f f e r s  an e x c e l l e n t  t a r g e t  f o r  func t iona l  and s p a t i a l  

s t u d i e s  o f  an i s o l a t e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  un i t .  R a t t l e r s  Bight and o t h e r  l a r g e r  

s i t e s  p r e sen t  problems i n  t h i s  regard due to  t h e i r  ex t ens ive  re-occupation 

h i s t o r i e s .  

Nor th  of  Cape Harr i son ,  we r e v i s i t e d  a s i t e  a t  Seal Cove Point  
- -  - - -- _ _  

(GeBn-1) found i n  1973. A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  was no explana t ion  f o r  i t s  



vague and i l l - de f ined  s tone  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  lacked d i a g n o s t i c  implements 

and cha rcoa l .  Its high e l e v a t i o n ,  however, suggested an . e a r l y  d a t e .  

This  t ime w i d e n t i f i e d  a  group of  boulder  mound b u r i a l s  ( o r  caches) 

and s e v e r a l  s m a l l ,  multi-segmented dwell ing foundat ions.  The l a t t e r  

were v a r i a b l e  i n  form, u s u a l l y  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  and had one to  t h r e e  i n t e r n a l  

compar tments .  Some of  the s t r u c t u r e s  had been formed by conjo in ing  

c i r c u l a r  and r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e s  with a  shared wal l .  The sea  l e v e l  

e l e v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  mounds and s t r u c t u r e s  suggested an e a r l y  Maritime 

Archa i c  da t e .  The unusual Seal  Poin t  Cove s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  i n t r i g u i n g  

i n  t h a t  they  may r e p r e s e n t  an i n t e rmed ia t e  o r  t r a n s i t i o n a l  form between 

the  s i n g l e u n i t  pi thouse dwel l ings  and the l a t e r ,  more formalized three- 

segment s t r u c t u r e s .  

After  weathering a  no r the rn  storm t h a t  covered the c e n t r a l  coas t  

h i l l s  with snow and brought the  i c e  pack back onto  t h e  c o a s t  fo r  t he  

nex t  month, we proceeded t o  A i l l i k .  Here we spent  s eve ra l  days completing 
*-- 

e x c a v a t i o n s  a t  t he  three-segmented A i l l i k  West 1 s t r u c t u r e  (F i tzhugh 
\ 

1982) and mapped more of  A i l l i k  2. We then surveyed p a r t s  o f  Bay of  
\ - 

, I s l a n d s ,  f i nd ing  a  new Maritime Archaic s i t e  on a  h i l l c r e s t  on t he  south 
(' 

, 
s i d e  o f  t h e  I s land  Harbor neck. Stone s t r u c t u r e s  repor ted  by Leonard 

LJ 
and Rupert MacNeill a t  t h e  no r th  end of  t he  I s land  Harbour peninsu la  

were found to  b e  c a i r n  beacons of  f a i r l y  r e c e n t  o r i g i n .  

Continuing n o r t h ,  we worked a  l a r g e  s i t e  on the  south  s i d e  of T ick le  

Ar icha t  (Tikkarsuk) , a  f i n e  hunting s p o t  a t  a  prominent po in t  s epa ra t i ng  
- 

Bay -df I s l a n d s  and Kanair iktok Bay. In  e a r l i e r  surveys we had l o c a t e d  

a  Pre-Dorset s i t e  and,  a t  h igher  beach l e v e l s ,  numerous boulder  s t r u c t u r e s .  

Like A i l l i k  2 ,  t h i s  s i t e  c o n t a i n s  a  v e r t i c a l l y  s t r a t i f i e d  s e t  of s t r u c t u r e s  

and c o l l e c t i o n  l o c a l i t i e s .  The upper beaches have mounds, cache p i t s ,  

" t r a p s " ,  probable  b u r i a l  f e a t u r e s ,  r ec t angu la r  foundat ions ,  and o t h e r  

s t r u c t u r e s .  Immediately be loware  s t r u c t u r e  and c o l l e c t i o n  l o c i  a t t r i b u t a b l e  

t o  b o t h  Pre-Dorset and Saunders groups. Having mapped these  s i t e s ,  

we headed no r th  a g a i n ,  e n t e r i n g  the pack i c e  o f f  Davis I n l e t  and s topping 

to  survey "Jaeger" I s l a n d ,  one of  t h e  o u t e r  i s l a n d s  e a s t  of Voisey Bay 

near  the s ina .  Here we l oca t ed  a  concen t r a t i on  of Pre-Dorset,  Dorset ,  

and e a r l y  Neo-Eskimo s i t e s  whose presence a t  t h i s  s ina-or ien ted  s i t e  

conforms t o  e a r l i e r  s e t t l emen t  p a t t e r n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  from t h i s  reg ion .  



Our v i s i t  t o  Nain was b r t e f  and c o n s i s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  o f  o rgan i z ing  

f o r  t h e  Nul l i ak  work. We l e f t  o n  2 5  J u l y ,  proceeding v i a  t h e  o u t e r  

p a s s a g e  t o  B l a c k  I s l a n d  and from t h e r e  t o  Okak and Mugford Tick le .  
~ - -  

Off Por t  Manvers we encountered heavy pack i c e  through which we steamed 
- - 

u n t i l  e n t e r i n g  Sag lek  Bay. En r o u t e  a Pre-Dorset s i t e  was found near  

t h e  I n u i t  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n  a t  Green Cove i n  Napartok. I c e  was too heavy 

t o  l and  a t  Nul l i ak .  In Saglek we surveyed t he  n o r t h  s h o r e  o f  t h e  bay 

f o r  l a t e  Maritime Archaic  longhouse s i t e s .  Rectangular  s t r u c t u r e s  had 

p r ev ious ly  been l o c a t e d  a t  e a r l y  Marit ime Archaic s i t e s  o n  Big I s l and  
. - 

(Thomson 1983). In a d d i t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a Dorset  s i t e  r e p o r t e d  

by Richard N e t t l e s h i p  (Canadian W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce )  on the  exposed coas t  

a few m i l e s  n o r t h  of Kanga las io rv ik  - I s l a n d ,  and l o c a t i n g  new s i t e s  n o r t h e a s t  

o f  J e n s  Haven I s l a n d ,  we found t e l l - t a l e  s i g n s  o f  h a b i t a t i o n  d e p o s i t s  
p-- 

ex tend ing  more t h a n  300 m a long t he  t e r r a c e  f r o n t  a t  Tuck's l a t e  Maritime 

Archaic Saglek Bay S i t e  A (1975:75). Th is  s i t e  seems t o  c o n t a i n  more 

t h a n  o n e  l onghouse  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  R a t t l e r s  Bight per iod.  A t  p r e s e n t  

t h i s  i s  t h e  most n o r t h e r n  s i t e  known t o  c o n t a i n  t h i s  type  o f  s t r u c t u r e .  

I ts  p r e s e n c e  re i n  f o r c e s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  from Nu l l i ak  that longhouses 

a r e  a "normal" f e a t u r e  of  even the  nor thernmost  b r i t i m e  Archaic s e t t l e m e n t s .  

Following work i n  Saglek we r e tu rned  t o  Nu l l i ak  and found t h e  cove 
. . 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  c l e a r  o f  i c e  t o  anchor and s e t  up camp. W e  remained h e r e  

f o r  t h r e e  weeks excava t ing  t h r e e  longhouses  , making a c o n t r o l l e d  s i t e  

map, and surveying nearby a r e a s  on  f o o t  and by boa t .  During t h i s  per iod 

N u l l i a k  w a s  f r e q u e n t e d  by 15-20 c a r i b o u  which showed l i t t l e  concern  

a t  ou r  presence whi le  on  t h e i r  d a i l y  rounds.  A f l o c k  o f  Canada geese  

s p e n t  t h e  summer moul t ing on t h e  pond, not  f a r  from a t h r i v i n g  fox  den. 

In a d d i t i o n  to  a number of smal l  sho re  b i r d s  w had t he  company o f  rough- 

legged hawks and a n e s t i n g  p a i r  of Pe r eg r ine  fa lcons .  

Work cen t e r ed  p r i m a r i l y  o n  longhouse excava t i on  with  t h r e e  g o a l s  

i n  mind: (1) c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of  s p a t i a l  and f u n c t i o n a l  p a t t e r n i n g  of  

a c  t i v  i t i es  wi th in  d e f i n a b l e  longhouse s t r u c t u r e s ;  ( 2 )  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

o f  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  e l e v a t i o n s  f o r  ev idence  o f  ch rono log i ca l  

change; ( 3 )  sampling and mapping o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  de te rmine  o v e r a l l  

s i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n ,  numbers and t y p e s  of s t r u c t u r e s ,  and l eng th  

o f  s i te  occupa t ion .  



The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s  was accomplished by ex tend ing  the  

1980 excava t ion  a t  S t r u c t u r e  8 from 16 t o  40 m. Tfme d i d  not  permit  

t h e  s t r u c t u r e  to  b e  excavated i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y ;  about  20 m of i t s  e a s t e r n  

end were l e f t  i n t a c t  ( F i g u r e  4b). The 1983 work revea led  a  c h a i n  o f  

h e a r t h s  about  3.5 m a p a r t  a l i g n e d  wi th  t h e  1980 h e a r t h s  running midway 

between t h e  house's  w a l l s  ( F i g u r e  4c).  These h e a r t h s  con ta ined  assemblages 

of  stemmed p o i n t s ,  f l a k e  kn ive s ,  b i f a c e s ,  and soapstone p a l l e t s ,  plummets, 

and pendants.  C e l t s ,  and s l a t e  t o o l s  were uncommon, a s  were mic ropo in t s .  

Although Ramah c h e r t  was t h e  predominant ch ipp ing  m a t e r i a l ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

amounts of q u a r t z i t e  and o t h e r  c h e r t s  occurred.  Red ochre  was found 

s p o r a d i c a l l y  and u s u a l l y  n o t  i n  hea r t h s .  The s p a t i a l  p a t t e r n  o f  h e a r t h s  

and l i v i n g  d e b r i s  s u g g e s t s  a s i n g l e  occupa t i on  conforming t o  t h e  longhouse 

p a t t e r n .  Radiocarbon  samples were ga the r ed  so  t h a t  t he  h e a r t h s  can 

be t e s t e d  f o r  contemporanei ty .  

S t r u c t u r e  8 l i e s  a t  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  main Nu l l i ak  A2 t e r r a c e  

15 m above sea l e v e l .  A few me t r e s  n o r t h  o f  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  t h e  beaches  

r i s e  t o  the  A3 t e r r a c e  l e v e l  on which e i g h t  o t h e r  longhouses  have been 

i d e n t i f i e d .  Since t h e s e  were h i g h e r ,  f u r t h e r  from t h e  A2 t e r r a c e  s h o r e l i n e s ,  

and were on  beaches  t h a t  faced Nu l l i ak  Pond r a t h e r  than t he  open s e a ,  

i t  was suspec ted  t h e y  might  d a t e  t o  an e a r l i e r  per iod than t h e  A2 s t r u c t u r e s ,  

perhaps from the  t ime when Nu l l i ak  Pond was an  embayment. The re fo r e ,  

two o f  t h e  A3 s t r u c t u r e s  were s e l e c t e d  f o r  excavat ion.  S t r u c t u r e  1 5 ,  

a longhouse on  one o f  t h e  h ighes t  beaches  a t  N u l l i a k ,  produced an assemblage 

o f  narrow-bladed , l a r g e  stemmed b i f a c e s  t oge the r  w i th  o t h e r  t y p i c a l l y  

l a t e  Marit ime Archaic p i e c e s ,  and some unusual pol ished pebbles  o f  Ramah 

c h e r t ,  which may have been  c o l l e c t e d  a s  souven i r s  from Ramah Bay. The 

excavated p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  had reasonably wel l -def ined w a l l s  

and an a x i a l  a l ignment  o f  f i v e  hear ths .  Our 20 m excava t ion  was pos i t i oned  

t o  c a p t u r e  the  sou th  end of t h i s  s t r u c t u r e ;  f t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t he  n o r t h  

end ex tends  an undetermined d i s t a n c e  a long t he  t rend  o f  t h e  o ld  beach l i ne .  

As h a s  been noted a t  o t h e r  longhouse s i t e s ,  t h e r e  was no e x t e r n a l  midden. 

Most o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  came from i n s i d e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  wa l l s .  

Our a t t emp t  t o  excavate  comple te ly  a t  l e a s t  one whole longhouse 

w a s  r e a l i z e d  a t  S t r u c t u r e  11,  which i s  l o c a t e d  s e v e r a l  me t r e s  lower 

t han  S15 a t  t he  f r o n t  o f  t h e  A3 t e r r a c e .  A 2 m wide t r e n c h  (expanded 



t o  3  o r  4  m wide i n  p l ace s )  covered most o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a r e a  o f  t h i s  

40 m long s t r u c t u r e .  The beach s u r f a c e  here  i s  more exposed and rocky 

t h a n  a t  e i t h e r  S8 o r  S15, making the  i n t e r n a l  d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  longhouse 

more ev iden t .  The s t r u c t u r e  con ta ined  f l f t e e n  s l i g h t l y  excavated f l o o r s  

o r  rooms s epa ra t ed  by g r a v e l  "r idges" .  A r t i f a c t s ,  f l a k e s  and h e a r t h s  

were found i n  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n s  b u t  no t  on t h e  r a i s e d  "dividers" .  Perhaps 

t h e  l a t t e r  were covered with  s k i n s  f o r  bedding o r  =re room p a r t i t i o n  

foundat  ions .  

Although i t  i s  t o o  soon t o  p r e sen t  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e s e  excava t i ons ,  

a  few comments a r e  i n  o rde r .  The s t u d y  o f  h e a r t h  c h a r c o a l  by Dosia 

Layendecker c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n d i c a t e  t he  predominance o f  a l d e r l b i r c h ,  wi l low,  

and o t h e r  tundra  p l a n t s  used a s  f u e l ;  con i f e rous  woods r a r e l y  a r e  found 

i n  the  hea r t h s .  Th is  conf i rms  e a r l i e r  ev idence  t h a t  t he  c o a s t a l  t r e e  

L i m i t  was wel l  s o u t h  of Nu l l i ak  a t  t h i s  t ime (F i tzhugh  1978; Lamb 1980) .  

A l e s s  c o n s i s t e n t  p a t t e r n  ha s  emerged from rad iocarbon  d a t e s .  In a d d i t i o n  

t o  two prev ious  d a t e s  of 3795+60 - and 3710+70 - (SI-4822, 4823) from t h e  

west end of S t r u c t u r e  8 ,  we have a  new d a t e  of  4210+110 - B.P. (Beta-7740),  

and d a t e s  of 2760+190 - (Beta-7741; small sample) f o r  S t r u c t u r e  11, and 

3700+90 - B.P. (Beta-7742) f o r  S t r u c t u r e  15. U n t i l  a  new and l a r g e r  s u i t e  

of d a t e s  can b e  o b t a i n e d ,  we con t i nue  t o  view t h e s e  house occupa t i ons  

a t  ca. 3700 B.P. 

There  a r e ,  however, a few f a c t o r s  t h a t  suggest  f u n c t i o n a l  o r  chrono- 

l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between Nu l l i ak  and R a t t l e r s  Bight. The presence  

a t  Nu l l i ak  o f  q u a r t z i t e s  and of l a n c e o l a t e  b i f a c e s ,  occa s iona l  end s c r a p e r s ,  

t h e  r e l a t i v e  absence of  smal l  p o i n t s  and micropoin t s  , and t h e  e l a b o r a t i o n  

of soaps tone  technology c o n t i n u e s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t he se  c o l l e c t i o n s  from 

R a t t l e r s  Bight assemblages.  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a r e  soapstone p a l l e t s ,  

plummets, plummet b l a n k s ,  c u t o u t s ,  and pendants  which have i n c i s e d  l e a f ,  

s k e l e t a l ,  and geome t r i c  d e s i g n s ,  edge no t ch ing ,  t i c k i n g ,  and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s .  

Some of  t h e s e  resemble Beothuck bone pendants .  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  from i n d i v i d u a l  h e a r t h  a r e a s  o r  house 

segments  a r e  similar t o  one ano the r  and do  n o t  i n d i c a t e  major  d i f f e r e n c e s  

i n  raw m a t e r i a l s ,  s t y l e s ,  o r  abundance o f  ob j ec t s .  T y p i c a l l y ,  a  segment 

o r  h e a r t h  a r e a  c o n t a i n s  3-4 p o i n t s  o r  p o i n t  f ragments ,  a  similar number 

o f  b i f a c e  f ragments ,  one  o r  two p i e c e s  of worked soaps tone ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  



an adze o r  an adze fragment,  5-10 u t i l i z e d  f l a k e s ,  and s e v e r a l  hundred 

p i eces  of small-sized debi tage .  These c o l l e c t i o n s  imply a  r e l a t i v e l y  

b r i e f  occupat ion  of t he se  houses ,  i n  some c a s e s  perhaps o f  on ly  a  few 

weeks . 
These excava t ions  seem to  confirm the gene ra l  f e a t u r e s  o f  the  longhouse 

model. A s  y e t  t h e r e  i s  no evidence of  i nd iv idua l  production s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  

of func t iona l  o r  s p a t i a l  concen t r a t i on  of  t o o l s  i n  any s e c t i o n  of  t he se  

s t r u c t u r e s .  The excava t ions  t o  d a t e  conform to  t h e  model o f  i nd iv idua l  

fami ly  dwell ing spaces  i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  mu1 t i - fami ly  longhouse. 

Unlike t h e  e a r l i e r  Ai l l ik - type  s t r u c t u r e s ,  Null iak and R a t t l e r s  Bight 

s t r u c t u r e s  d o  not  have ind iv idua l  cache p i t s  surrounding t h e i r  longhouses.  

P e r h a p s  an e a r l i e r  p a t t e r n  of  fami ly  c o n t r o l l e d  s to rage  was rep laced  

by communal s u p p l i e s  i n  l a r g e r  caches.  

Fieldwork a l s o  r e s u l t e d  i n  completion of  the  t h l r d  o b j e c t i v e ,  s i t e  

mapping and se t t l emen t  p a t t e r n  s tud i e s .  A contour  map was cons t ruc ted  

f o r  the e n t i r e  s i te on which were p lo t t ed  a l l  recognizable  longhouses ,  

mounds, caches ,  and o t h e r  s i t e  f e a t u r e s ,  toge ther  wi th  s u r f a c e  a r t i f a c t  

f i n d s .  In the process  t he  number of  i d e n t i f i a b l e  longhouses was increased  

t o  25. Several of  these  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  remnants of  ones t h a t  have mos t ly  

disappeared due t o  t e r r a c e  edge e ros ion ,  s o  t h a t  i t  i s  probably imposs ib le  

t o  determine the  t o t a l  number o f  longhouses once presen t  a t  the s i t e .  

During these surveys a r t i f a c t  c o l l e c t i o n s  and radiocarbon samples were 

obtained form a d d i t i o n a l  longhouses; S t r u c t u r e  5, an i s o l a t e d  and r e l a t i v e l y  

exposed 40 m long s t r u c t u r e  was mapped i n  d e t a i l ;  and s e v e r a l  s tone  

cache p i l e s  and a  l ong  Pre-Dorset mid-passage house, S t r u c t u r e  25,  were 

excavated. 

Surveys i n  the neighborhood of Nul l iak  Cove r e s u l t e d  i n  more d e t a i l e d  
---\ 

mapping of  a  l a r g e  c a r i b o u  d r i v e  system west of Mikkitok l a k e ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

of a  small  ca r ibou  f e n c e  west of  Nul l iak  Pond (F igu re  5 ) ,  and l o c a t i o n  

and t e s t i n g  of two l a r g e  multicomponent Maritime Archaic s i t e s  ("windy 

Terraces" and "Windy Cove") b e t w e n  Nul l iak  Cove and I terungnek 

Fjord. These s i t e s  promise to  provide important  d a t a  on Maritime Archaic 

occupat ions  pre-dating the Nul l iak  p e r i o d ,  c a .  6000-4000 B.P. - 
I n c r e a s i n g  numbers of Pre-Dorset s i t e s  were a l s o  found sou th  o f  

Nu l l i ak  a t  Jerusalem Harbour and Hebron. Although our  survey of  t he  - ..--- 



l a t t e r  a r e a  was l i m i t e d ,  i t  added new in fo rma t ion  t o  t h e  Torngat  P r o j e c t  

and  1980  work, conf inn ing  a  h igh  i n  t e n s i t y  of Pre-Dorest occupa t ion .  

Late Maritime Archaic a c t i v i t y  h e r e  is a lmos t  n i l ,  a l t h o u g h  si tes d a t i n g  

ca .  5000-6000 R.P. e x i s t .  I a t e  Paleo-Eskimo s i t e s  and a l a r g e  m u l t i -  

component Labrador Eskimo/Inui t  wtn te r  s i t e  were l o c a t e d  i n  a cove south 

o f  t h e  I t e rungnek  pass .  

Concluding our work a t  Nu l l i ak  and Hebron, we depa r t ed  f o r  & i n ,  

a r r i v i n g  o n  2 4  August. A f t e r  r eo rgan i z ing  and packing c o l l e c t i o n s  and 

e q u i p m e n t ,  we p r o c e e d e d  sou th ,  reach ing  Goose Bay on  2 September. 

D i  s c  us s ion 

The 1983 s e a s o n  produced impor tan t  c o r r o b o r a t i v e  i n fo rma t ion  on 

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  Maritime Archaic c u l t u r e  as i n d i c a t e d  by  e a r l i e r  

r e s e a r c h  i n  c e n t r a l  and no r the rn  Labrador.  E a r l i e r  f i e l d  and l a b o r a t o r y  

d a t a  had i nd i ca t ed  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  c losely-spaced l i n e a r  h e a r t h  cha in s  

a t  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  Mari t ime Archaic s i t e s  i n  Groswater Bay. Although 

excava t ions  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c t e d  a t  v e r i f y i n g  t h e  longhouse model have 

n o t  y e t  been under taken h e r e ,  a n a l y s i s  o f  d a t a  from p rev ious ly  excavated 

s i t e s  a t  Sandy Cove, Black I s l a n d ,  and Black I s l and  Cove p o i n t  toward 

t h e  p resence  o f  e a r l y  Maritime Archaic r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t he se  

s i t e s  . 
Research a t  A i l l i k  provided more e l e v a t i o n  c o n t r o l  on the  developnent  

o f  r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of  t h e  Maritime Archaic 

sequence,  7,000-4,500 y e a r s  ago.  Although more work i s  needed on the  

t r a n s i t i o n  between t h e  p i thouse  and e a r l y  s i n g l e  and double-roomed rectan- 

g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a  ch rono log i ca l  framework f o r  these  changes  i s  beginning 

t o  emerge. A key po in t  i n  t h i s  sequence i s  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  p o s s i b l y  

t r a n s i t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  combining f e a t u r e s  o f  bo th  round and r ec t angu l a r  

house forms a t  s i t e s  l i k e  ' seal  Cove Po in t ,  T ick le  Ar i cha t ,  and "Windy 

Cove". The d a t i n g  and assemblage a s s o c i a t i o n s  a t  t he se  s i t e s  remain 

u n c l e a r ,  and t h e  l i n k s  a t  this p o i n t  a r e  based on s t y l i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  

and s i t e  e l e v a t i o n s  sugges t ing  d a t e s  i n  t h e  6000-7000 B.P. range.  More 

s e c u r e  i s  t h e  subsequen t  period i n  which t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e s  

t a k e  c l e a r  form as r e g u l a r i z e d  segmented dwe l l i ngs  w i th  t y p i c a l  e a r l y  

Maritime Archaic assemblages ,  a s  seen i n  t h e  three-segment s t r u c t u r e s  



a t  A i l l i k  West 1, da t ed  t o  ca .  5200 B.P. - 
  he' 1983 f ie ldwork  h a s  a l s o  c l a r i f i e d  and s u b s t a n t i a t e d  the longhouse 

model f o r  t h e  l a t e  Maritime Archaic occupation. S imi l a r  conc lus ions  

forthcoming from a n a l y s i s  o f  s p a t i a l  d a t a  a t  R a t t l e r s  Bight a r e  p a r a l l e l e d  

by t h e  d i s cove ry  t h a t  Monument Point 3 may be a  s i n g l e  70 m longhouse. 

The Nul l iak  excava t ions  c l e a r l y  r evea l  the adequacy o f  the  A i l l i k  s t r u c t u r a l  

models f o r  t he  R a t t l e r s  Bight pe r iod ,  sugges t ing  t h a t  l a r g e  longhouses 

were u t i l i z e d  i n  l a t e r  Maritime Archaic pe r iods ,  even no r th  of  the  t r e e  

l i m i t  i n  n o r t h e r n  Labrador. They a l s o  provide convincing proof f o r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  based on a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence a t  A i l l i k  f o r  occupat ion 

o f  rooms o r  segments wi th in  t h e s e  longhouses by smal l  g roups ,  probably 

i n d i v i d u a l  f a m i l i e s  who u t i l i z e d  r e l a t i v e l y  s i m i l a r  t o o l  assemblages. 

However, t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of soapstone a r t i f a c t s ,  some of which seem t o  

have symbolic meaning, h i n t s  a t  s p a t i a l l y  organized s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .  

Data a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Null iak was reoccupied many t i m e s  by l a t e  

Maritime Archaic groups whose a c t i v i t i e s  seem to have been comparable 

t o  t hose  represen ted  a t  R a t t l e r s  Bight and o t h e r  sites. General purpose 

h a b i t a t i o n  remains a r e  found i n  a l l  of t h e  i nd iv idua l  dwell ing s t r u c t u r e s ,  

whi le  meat caches ,  b u r i a l s ,  c a r ibou  f ences ,  and o t h e r  t ypes  of s t r u c t u r e s  

s u g g e s t  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  r o u t i n e  d o m e s t i c  and ceremonial a c t i v i t i e s .  

Although a c q u i s i t i o n  of Ramah c h e r t  may have been an important  a c t i v i t y ,  

l a r g e  amounts of  primary d e b i t a g e  and quar ry  r educ t ion  a r e  no t  found 

a t  Nul l iak ,  and the  a r t i f a c t  and f l a k e  assemblages con ta in  a  s u r p r i s i n g l y  

l a r g e  amount o f  o t h e r  l i t h i c  types.  This  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  

cons ider ing  Nul l iak ' s  proximity t o  Ramah Bay and t h e  g r e a t e r  dominance 

of  Ramah c h e r t  a t  more d i s t a n t  s i t e s  l i k e  R a t t l e r s  Bight. 

These "normal" a c t i v i t y  p a t t e r n s ,  however, must b e  viewed wi th in  

t h e  con tex t  of  t h e  s i t e  i t s e l f ,  which i n t r o d u c e s  c e r t a i n  anomalous f e a t u r e s .  

F i r s t  t h e r e  i s  t h e  l a r g e  number of  dwell ing s t r u c t u r e s ,  each  occupied 

by 50-100 i n d i v i d u a l s .  How many o f  t h e  25 longhouses a t  Nul l iak  were 

occupied a t  one t i m e  i s  not known. Hearth cha rcoa l  i n d i c a t e s  a  shrub-tundra 

e n v i r o n m e n t  which suppl ied  s u f f i c i e n t  amounts o f  mod f o r  f u e l ,  but  

mus t  have n e c e s s i t a t e d  impor ta t ion  of  f o r e s t  product s--beaver t e e t h ,  

copper;  wood f o r  t o o l s ,  b o a t s  and house c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  and o the r  mater- 

ials--from f o r e s t  zones sou th  of Mugford. During t h i s  period Maritime 



Archaic s i t e s  on  the c e n t r a l  coas t  con ta in  l a r g e  amounts o f  Ramah c h e r t .  

F i n a l l y ,  t he re  i s  the  following d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  evidence : (1) l a r g e  

numbers of  Pre-Dorset s i t e s  i n  k i n ,  Okak, and Hebron between 4000-3500 

B.P. combined with t h e  absence of  l a t e  Maritime Archaic s i t e s  i n  t h e s e  

same a r e a s ;  ( 2 )  common Maritime Archaic occur rence  on the Cent ra l  coas t  

and i n  t h e  no r th  a t  Nul l iak  and Saglek; and (3)  evidence of unusual ly  

heavy concen t r a t i ons  o f  Pre-Dorset a c t i v i t y  a t  Hebron, and only  a  s h o r t  

d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  of Maritime Archaic a t  Nul l iak  (F igu re s  6, 7 ) .  

These c o n d i t i o n s  r a i s e  a  number of i n t e r e s t i n g  ques t i ons  about r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

between t h e s e  c u l t u r a l  groups.  

Maritime Archaic Pre-Dorest k l a t i o n s h i p s  : 4000-3500 B. P. 

It has  become c l e a r  t h a t  the l a t e  ( R a t t l e r s  Bight) phase o f  t h e  

Mar i t  ime A r c h a i c  i n  Labrador  cannot  be understood without  r e f e r ence  

t o  Pre-Dorset c o n t a c t s  t ak ing  p lace  a f t e r  4000 B.P. P r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime 

Maritime Archaic peoples occupied Labrador unhindered by the  presence 

of  o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  groups;  t h e i r  development was l i m i t e d  on ly  by t h e i r  

own c r e a t i v t t y  i n  dea l ing  with environmental condi t ions .  By 4000 B.P., 

however, Pre-Dorset people had moved i n t o  Labrador from the n o r t h ,  probably 

o n l y  a  few c e n t u r i e s  a f t e r  having migrated i n t o  the  Eas te rn  Arctic. 

Moving down the Labrador c o a s t ,  they  encountered Maritime Archaic Ind ians  

who had a  s t r o n g  dependency on Ramah c h e r t ,  Maritime Archaic people 

had a l s o ,  u n d o u b t e d l y  , a t t ached  s p e c i a l  s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t i e s  t o  t h i s  

m a t e r i a l ,  q u a l i t i e s  manifested i n  r i t u a l ,  b u r i a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  myth, and 

o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  In  the coming c e n t u r i e s  t h e  i n f luence  of  t he se  b e l i e f s  

and p r a c t i c e s  probably spread i n t o  the  Canadian Maritimes and nor thern  

New England. 

The f i r s t  c o n t a c t s  between Paleo-Eskimos and Maritime Archaic people 

must have been memorable, f o r  bo th  had expanded i n t o  v i r g i n  t e r r i t o r i e s  

without human compet i to rs .  Both had s i m i l a r  subs i s t ence  economies based 

on a  mix ture  of  l and  and sea hunt ing  and f i s h i n g  t h a t  placed them i n  

d i r e c t  compet i t ion  with each  o t h e r  f o r  subs i s t ence  and m a t e r i a l  resources .  

Each, however, had a  ve ry  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r a l  pa t te rn .  Pre-Dorset s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  seems t o  have been one o f  sma l l ,  loosely banded hunting 

groups. They were exper t  f l in t -knappers  and prefer red  c o l o r f u l  , f ine-  



grained c h e r t  t o  more coarse-grained m a t e r i a l s  l i k e  Ramah c h e r t .  Perhaps 

f o r  t h i s  reason they were tempted t o  move i n t o  t h e  r i c h ,  timbered hunt ing 

grounds south  of  Hebron, where they  could ob ta in  n o t  o n l y  wood but an 

unl imited supply  o f  t h e  mult i -colored Mugford c h e r t  v a r i e t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  

i n  Okak. Although Pre-Dorset people i n  t h i s  r eg ion  u t i l i z e d  a  small  

amount of Ramah c h e r t ,  Mugford c h e r t s  dominate t h e i r  assemblages. During 

4000-3500 B.P. Pre-Dorset c u l t u r e  f l ou r i shed  i n  the Nain-Okak r eg ion ,  

judging f r m  t h e  l a r g e  numbers of s i t e s  found the re .  

The e f f e c t s  on  b r i t i m e  Archaic people  o f  t h i s  movement by an  a l i e n  

c u l t u r e  i n t o  a n  a r e a  south  of  t h e i r  northernmost s e t t l e m e n t s  cannot  

a t  p resen t  b e  determined. It i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i n  any c a s e ,  t h a t  ve ry  

few R a t t l e r s  Bight period s i t e s  a r e  found i n  Nain and Okak where Pre-Dorset 

people  s e t t l e d  ( F i g u r e  8) .  Those t h a t  a r e  known occur  i n  "hidden" l o c a l e s  

among t h e  o u t e r  i s l a n d s ,  r a t h e r  than  on the  prominent open t e r r a c e s  

where Maritime Archaic  sites a r e  u s u a l l y  found. The Nain-Okak l a t e  

Mar i t ime Archaic si tes a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  small  s t a t i o n s  o r  f i n d  l o c a l e s  

t h a t  seem t o  have been used a s  b r i e f  camps r a t h e r  than a s  major hunting 

bases .  

The dynamics  o f  t h i s  complex p i c t u r e  of c u l t u r a l  geography a r e  

not known a t  t h i s  t i m e .  T e r r i t o r i a l  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  b e s t  explained archae- 

o l o g i c a l l y  by t h e  dependence of  Maritime Archaic on Ramah c h e r t  and 

Pre-Dorset on Mugford c h e r t .  Evidence o f  c o n f l i c t  i s  not seen i n  t h e  

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d  (a l though i t  probably occurred)  , and t h e r e  i s  

a l s o  no evidence f o r  s t r u c t u r e d  economic o r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between 

the  two groups. Maritime Archaic people maintained c o n t r o l  of t h e  Heb- 

ron-Ramah Bay r e g i o n ,  and suppl ied  Ramah c h e r t  pas t  Pre-Dorset t e r r i t o r y  

t o  the c e n t r a l  and southern  c o a s t s .  The p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  M a r i t i m e  Archaic 

c o a s t a l  movements were i n  l a r g e  boats--perhaps dugout canoes--would 

reduce the hazards  o f  t r a v e l  o r  h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  t o  these s e a f a r i n g  groups. 

From technologica l  evidence i t  a l s o  appea r s  that c o n t a c t  between 

t h e  two  c u l t u r e s  was minimal. The s i n g l e  Pre-Dorset s t y l e  bu r in  found 

a t  R a t t l e r s  Bight seems t o  be  a  l o c a l  copy o f  a  Pre-Dorset t o o l ,  because 

i t  i s  made o f  Ramah c h e r t  and Pre-Dorset b u r i n s  a r e  never made o f  t h i s  

m a t e r i a l .  L ikewise ,  sma l l ,  stemmed arrowpoints  of  apparen t  Maritime 

Archaic i n s p i r a t i o n  have been found i n  Pre-Dorset s i t e s ,  made o f  k g f o r d  



c h e r t  a t  a  t ime when Mari t ime Archaic knappers  r a r e l y  made use o f  t h i s  

m a t e r i a l .  O f  inore s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  t o g g l i n g  ha rpoons ,  

f i rs t  developed by Mari t ime A r c h  LC peop le ,  e n t e r e d  Pre-Dorest t echno logy  

through Labrador M A  c o n t a c t ,  and t h a t  bows and arrows may have passed 

i n  the  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  (McGhee and Tuck 1975). However, s m a l l  p r o j e c t i l e  

p o i n t s  seem t o  a p p e a r  a s  e a r l y  a s  5500 B.P. i n  c e n t r a l  and n o r t h e r n  

Mari t ime Archaic s i t e s .  

U n t i l  s i t e s  w i t h  o r g a n i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a r e  found i n  Labrador i t  

i s  n o t  l i k e l y  that t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  exchanges  between 

t h e s e  g roups  w i l l  be  r e s o l v e d .  What c a n  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d  i s  t h a t  t h e  

in t e r l o c k i n g  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e s e  c u l t u r e s  p u t  e a c h  g r o u p  

Lnto more i n t i m a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  e a c h  o t h e r  than p rev ious  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s  

(e.g. Fi tzhugh 1978:91) have sugges ted .  No l o n g e r  a r e  we speak ing  of  

a  s imple  boundary o r  "no-man's land" between the  two c u l t u r e s  l i k e  t h a t  

e x h i b i t e d  by e t h n o g r a p h i c  I n d i a n s  and Eskimos a c r o s s  t h e  f o r e s t - t u n d r a  

boundary i n  Canada. R a t h e r ,  t h e  d a t a  sugges t  a  p lanned,  c a r e f u l l y  main ta ined  

s e t t l e m e n t  and procurement sys tem i n  which b o t h  g roups  occupied o u t l i e r s  

o  f t h e i r  main c u l  t u r a l  d  ist r  $but i o n  and main ta ined  r e g u l a r  t r a d  ing and 

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  between bo th  p e r i p h e r a l  and c o r e  g roups .  

I n  t h i s  r e g a r d  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  R a t t l e r s  Bight 

s i t e  known today i s  a t  N u l l i a k ,  s i t u a t e d  i n  a tundra  zone s o u t h  o f  t h e  

Ramah c h e r t  q u a r r i e s ,  o n l y  15 km n o r t h  o f  Hebron F jo rd .  M r e c t l y  a c r o s s  

t h e  mouth of Hebron Fjord  a t  Harp P e n i n s u l a ,  3 0  km s o u t h  of N u l l i a k ,  

t h e r e  is a  l a r g e  Pre-Dorset  s i t e  wi th  6  s e p a r a t e  s e t t l e m e n t  l o c a t i o n s  

e a c h  c o n t a i n i n g  4-6 i n d i v i d u a l  houses. Perhaps  t h e s e  u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e  

s t  t e s  r e s u l  ted s imply from the  e x c e p t  Conal ly  good hun t ing  c o n d i t i o n s  

o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  wi th  t h e  l a r g e  numbers o f  houses  r e s u l t i n g  from o c c u p a t i o n s  

s p a n n i n g  s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s .  On the  o t h e r  hand,  one wonders whether 

t h e s e  l a r g e  s i t e s  may have played some r o l e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t e r r i t o r i a l  

b o u n d a r i e s  a l o n g  what must have  been a s t r e s s f u l  i n t e r f a c e  between c u l t u r e s  

wi th  s t r o n g  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  m a t e r i a l ,  and s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  

The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  compl ica ted  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and r e s o u r c e  a c q u i s i t i o n  

s i t u a t i o n  on Pre-Dorset  and Maritime Archaic  c u l t u r e s  over  a s e v e r a l  

hundred-year per iod is d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e .  Among t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

i s  t h a t  s o c i a l  s t r e s s  may have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  c u l t u r a l  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  



noted i n  t h e  R a t t l e r s  Bight phase ,  when i n c r e a s i n g  importance  was g i v e n  

t o  Ramah c h e r t  b o t h  i n  l o c a l  technology and e x p o r t  t r ade .  Perhaps  a l s o  

t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  groups  i n  t o  l a r g e  longhouse s e  t t l e m e n t s  can 

b e  a t t r i b u t e d  i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  emergence o f  l o c a l  l e a d e r s  a s  b o a t  c a p t a i n s ,  

a s  t e r r i t o r i a l  d e f e n d e r s ,  and a s  purveyors  o f  t h e  Labrador t r a d e  1 ink ing  

t h e  n o r t h e r n  o u t p o s t s  to  t h e  sou the rn  h e a r t l a n d s .  Comparable e f f e c t s  

on  Pre-Dorset  g roups  a r e  n o t  so  e a s y  t o  specul .a te  on  o r  t o  t e s t .  Never- 

t h e l e s s ,  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  p o p u l a t i o n  o u t l i e r s  produces a  w e l t e r  o f  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  i n t e r c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s .  It a l s o  p rov ides  

a  new d i m e n s i o n .  t o  t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of Maritime Archaic  c u l t u r e  i n  

Labrador  a f t e r  3500 B.P., which i n  the  p a s t  h a s  been a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a  

combinat ion o f  c l i m a t i c  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  and t h e  e f f e c t  o f  advancing Pre-Dorset  

peop le  ( F i t z h u g h  1972, 1977). The growing r e a l i t y  o f  a n  a c t u a l  Pre-Dorset 

popu la t ion  i n  t h e  m i d s t  of Marttime Archaic t e r r i t o r y  i n  c e n t r a l  Labrador 

a d d s  a  new dimension t o  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n .  

Ac kno w l  edp, emen t s 

T h i s  paper is based on r e s e a r c h  spann ing  a  number o f  y e a r s  o f  fLeld 

and  l a b o r a t o r y  s t u d i e s .  It i s  imposs ib le  h e r e  t o  thank  i n d i v i d u a l l y  

a l l  of t h o s e  who have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  However, I d o  wish 

t o  e x p r e s s  my g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  1983 f i e l d  crew: Joan Gero, Lynne F i t zhugh ,  

S t e p h e n  L o r i n g ,  Er l c  L o r i n g ,  Callum Thornson, Fernando Sanchez,  Gary 

B a i k i e ,  and Mark Saksagiak.  Th i s  r e s e a r c h  was made p o s s l b l e  by g r a n t s  

from the  S c h o l a r l y  S t u d i e s  Progran of t h e  Smithsonian Institution and 

t h e  Government of  Newfoundland and Labrador ,  through t h e  H i s t o r i c  Resourc r s  

D i v i s i o n ,  k p a r f m e n t  o f  C u l t u r e ,  R e c r e a t t o n  and Youth. Aron Crowrl l  

and Dosia Layendecker c o n t r i b u t e d  g r e a t l y  i n  t h e  a n a l y s t s  o f  l a b o r a t o r y  

d a t a ,  and Rober t  S t u c k e n r a t h  i n  the  r a d i o c a r b o n  a s s a y s .  I would a l s o  

l i k e  to  thank Pe tro-Canada and t h e  Newfoundland and Labrador Department 

of Mines and Energy f o r  v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
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APPENDIX 1 

New s l t e  l i s t i n g s  1903 

S l t e  name Borden no. l oca t  Ion c m e n  t 

Penny Hook Cove I FIAw-I D m  I no Run 18-20th century s e t t l e r  o r  I n u i t  

Haypook Is land 1 F IB f - l  Cartwr i g h t  nephr 1 t e  boul der (Dorset?)  

Seal Cove Po in t  I GeBn-l Cape Harr 1 son Ear ly M.A. r e d .  and c l r c .  s t ruc tu res  

Is land Harbour 1 GgBv-1 Bay o f  Is lands Ear ly  Mar i t ime Archaic 

"JaegerW Is1 and 1 

Nap&tok Bay 3 

Garnet Po ln t  I 

Del abarre s I t e  

DeI abarre Upper 

Harp Isthmus 5 

Nu1 I lak Brook 

W I ndy Terraces 

Wlndy Cove 1 

Windy Lakes I 

Nu1 1 l ak  Ponds I 

Jens Haven Cove 2 

Tombolo s i t e  

Isthmus s l t e  

HbCf- l 

IaCo- l 

IaCr- l 

IbCr- l 

I bCr-2 

IaCp-16 

1 bCp-2 5 

I bCq-5 

I bCq-6 

I bCq-7 

I ccq-9 

IdCr-40 

IdCr-4 1 

IdCr-42 

Volsey Bay 

~a p&tok 

Hebron 

Hebron 

Hebron 

Hebron 

Nu1 I lak  Cove 

1 terungnek Bay 

I terungnek Bay 

lterungnek Bay 

Nu1 I lak  Cove 

Saglek Bay 

Saglek Bay 

Saglek Bay 

Pre-Dorset; Dorset; I n u i t  &camps 

Pre-Dorset; Labrador Esklmo/ lnui t  

Pre-Dorset; Groswater; Dorset  

Pre-Dorset; Thule; Labrador l n u l t  

.Mar It lme Archalc ( 7 )  lookout 

Ear ly Mar l t lme Archaic 

Mar l t ime Archaic ( ? )  car ibou fence 

Ear ly,  middle, l a t e  Mar l t lme Archaic 

Earl y , l a t e  Mar It ime Archaic 

Pr e-Dor s e t  

Neo-Eskimo hunt lng c m p  

MA; Pre-Dorset; Groswater ; Dorset; Neo-Eskimo 

Middle Dorset 

Dor s e t  

Ne t t l esh lp  s l t e  IdCr-43 1 t Iga Iyav Ik  Cove Mlddle and Late Dorset 



F i g u r e  1 
A i l 1  i k  We st  1 (GhBt-1) i l l u s t r a t i n g  two three-segment 
r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e s  and a s s o c i a t e d  cache p i t s ,  t r a p - l i k e  
s t r u c t u r e s  and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s .  'Ihe l a r g e  p i t  ( S l )  probably  
be longs  w i t h  an  e a r l i e r  component a t  t h e  s i t e .  



K A I P O K A K  BAY 
. . : . . , . ,  . . .  . .  

. . . . . _ _ _ *  .... . . .....-. 

( MARSHY GROUND ) 

CACHE PIT 

- 
- 

FFS 

AIL-LIK WEST SITES 

GhBt - 1 

0 20 METERS 



F i a u r e  2 
A i l l i k  2 (GhBt-3) beach  s e q u e n c e  showing s e r l e s  o f  Mari- 
t i m e  A r c h a i c  s t r u c t u r e s  be tween t h e  24-18 m e t r e  l e v e l s .  
S t r u c t u r e  1 i s  a Palaeo-Eskimo s t r u c t u r e .  



GhBt - 3 

0 25 METERS - 



F i g u r e  3 
Aillik 2, S t r u c t u r e  2 longhouse showing c l e a r e d  f l o o r s ,  
r a i s e d  d i v i d e r s  and w a l l s ,  p o s t  s u p p o r t  h o l e s ,  e n t r y  
a l c o v e s  o r  "porches",  and su r round ing  cache p i t s .  





F i g u r e  4 
N u l l i a k  Cove (IbCp-20) t e r r a c e s  wi th  l o c a t i o n s  o f  long- 
houses ,  b u r i a l s ,  c a c h e s ,  c a r i b o u  t r a p  and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  1980 s u r v e y .  R e s u l t s  o f  1983 work 
a r e  no t  i l l u s t r a t e d .  S 8 , 1 1 ,  and 15 longhouse  e x c a v a t i o n s  
a r e  a t  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  s l t e .  





F i g u r e  4a 
View n o r t h  o v e r  Nulliak Cove. S i t e  (IbCp-20) ex tends  
from extreme l e f t  t o  extreme r i g h t  between pond and cove.  





Figure 4b  
N u l l i a k  Cove 1, S t r u c t u r e  8. Aer ia l  view toward southeas t .  
E x c a v a t i o n  e x t e n d s  40 m e t r e s  from c a r i b o u  t r a i l  i n t o  
v e g e t a t e d  a rea  a t  upper l e f t .  The unexcavated po r t i on  
o f  the  s t r u c t u r e  runs  ano the r  20 met res  beyond t h e  excavat ion 
l i m i t .  





Figure 4 c  Null iak Cove 1 ,  Structure 8 ,  eastern hal f  o f  excavation 
showing 20 metres of depos i t s  with hearth rubble running 
down the centre l ine  o f  the structure.  View e a s t .  





Figure  5 
N u l l i a k  Brook ca r ibou  f ence  (IbCp-25) showing l i n e s  o f  
bou lde r s  converging on c a r i b o u  t r a i l .  





F i g u r e  6 
M a r i t i m e  Archa ic  si tes d a t i n g  ca. 7000-4000 B.P. Note 
h e a v y  c l u s t e r  i n  Nain a r e a .  Lack o f  h i g h  d e n s i t y  i n  
Hebron and Hopedale r e g i o n s  a r e  probably  due t o  l i m i t e d  
s u r v e y s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  



PORT BUR'UELL 

N. Aulalsivlk 

L A B R A D O R  

Kiglapait Mts. 

Indlarl House Lake 
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Figure  7 
L a t e  M a r i t i m e  Archa ic  and Pre-Dorset s i tes d a t i n g  ca.  
4000-3500 B.P. Note r e l a t i v e  absence of Pre-Dorset s i t e s  
i n  Nulliak-Saglek-Ramah r e g i o n ,  absence  of Marit ime Archaic 
sites i n  r e g i o n  from Davis Inlet to Okak. 
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MARITIME ARCHAIC OCCUPATION OF B I G  ISLAND, SAGLEK BAY: 

A PRELIMINARY REPORT 

Callum Thomson 
Memorial U n i v e r s i t y  of Newfoundland 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

I n  1982, s u r v e y s  of Big I s l a n d  Ln o u t e r  Saglek Ray r e v e a l e d  t h e  

p resence  of  s e v e r a l  Mari t ime Archa ic  I n d i a n  s i t e s  c o n t a i n i n g  h a b l t a t i o n  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  recognized i n  Sag lek  Bay. Tn J u l y  1983, under  

t h e  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s  D i v i s i o ~ l  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  pe rmi t  83-6, 

some o f  t h e s e  s i t e s  were re-examined and more f u l l y  documented, and 

a d d i t i o n a l  s u r v e y s  conducted.  

Big I s l a n d  and i t s  many a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s  have been d e s c r i b e d  

i n  s e v e r a l  p r e v i o u s  works ( F i t z h u g h  -- e t  a 1  1977; Thomson 1981, 1982,  

1983; Tuck 1975).  I n  summary, t h e  i s l a n d  c o v e r s  a n  a r e a  of some 20 

km2, r i s i n g  t o  n e a r  400 m on i t s  s e v e r a l  h i l l s  which f a l l  s t e e p l y  t o  

t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean on t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t  s i d e s  and more g e n t l y  t o  s h e l t e r e d  

t e r r a c e s  and coves  on t h e  s o u t h  and west .  The 35 km of s h o r e l i n e  a r e  

i n d e n t e d  by f o u r  l a r g e  b i g h t s  and many s m a l l e r  bays.  P r e v i o u s  s u r v e y s  

of t h e  c o a s t  and p a r t s  of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  had p r e s e n t e d  ev idence  of u t i l i z a t i o n  

of  t h e  i s l a n d  by Mari t ime A r c h a i c ,  Middle and La te  D o r s e t ,  and Labrador  

I n u i t  c u l t u r a l  groups .  The i s l a n d ' s  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  mouth of Saglek 

Bay s u g g e s t s  t h a t  most occupan t s  would have hunted h a r p  s e a l s  a s  t h e y  

t r a v e l l e d  among t h e  o u t e r  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e i r  n o r t h e r l y  and s o u t h e r l y  migra- 

t i o n s ,  s e a l s  b a s k i n g  and denning on t h e  s e a  i c e ,  and s e a l s  and wa l rus  

a t  t h e  l a n d f a s t  i c e  edge. Loca t lon  of most of t h e  Mari t ime Archaic  

s i t e s  on t h e  o u t e r  edge o f  t h e  i s l a n d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  i c e  edge and 

s e a  i c e  might have been t h e  favoured h u n t i n g  a r e a s ,  whereas  most of  

t h e  i s l a n d ' s  Labrador  I n u i t  s i t e s  a r e  s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  c h a n n e l  between 

B i g  I s l a n d  and Shuldham I s l a n d  where,  w i t h  t h e i r  l a r g e r  numbers and 

s u p e r i o r  t e c h n o l o g y  t h e y  were a b l e  t o  r e a p  l a r g e  h a r v e s t s  of  h a r p s .  

The a b s e n c e  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  w i n t e r  d w e l l i n g s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h r e e  I n u i t  

s o d  h o u s e s  on  t h e  s o u t h  c o a s t ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  major  o c c u p a t i o n s  

o f  Big I s l a n d  would have been i n  f a l l  and s p r i n g .  Other  game sought  



i n  t h e s e  s e a s o n s  would i n c l u d e  n e s t i n g  s e a  b i r d s  on t h e  e a s t e r n  c l i f f s ,  

wha les ,  and s m a l l  h e r d s  o f  c a r i b o u .  

The planned o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  1983 s e a s o n  were t o  document more 

thorough ly  t h o s e  s t r u c t u r e s  found i n  1982 (Thomson 1983) ,  f i t  them i n t o  

t h e  Mari t ime Archa ic  h a b i t a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  development model be ing  p repared  

by Wil l iam F i t zhugh  ( s e e  F i t zhugh  1984) f o r  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and c e n t r a l  

L a b r a d o r  c o a s t s ,  a n d  t o  s u r v e y  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of Big I s l a n d .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  l o g i s t f c a l  p r o b l e m s  p reven ted  f u l l  implementa t ion  of 

t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s ;  d e t a i l s  of  t h e  f i n d i n g s  a r e  summarized below. Funds 

remaining from t h e  H i s t o r i c  Resources  D i v i s i o n  f i e l d  g r a n t  w i l l  be  a p p l i e d  

t o  a  more i n t e n s i v e  p r o j e c t  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n .  

Surveys.  The s u r v e y  of  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of Big I s l a n d  was l i m i t e d  

t o  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  of  Sag lek  B i g h t ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  bays e a s t  of  t h e  b i g h t ,  

and a  c i r c u i t o u s  i n t e r i o r  r o u t e  back t o  t h e  head of  t h e  b i g h t .  P a r t  

of  t h i s  a r e a  had been surveyed p r e v i o u s l y  by F i t zhugh  -- e t  a1 (1977) and 

Tuck  ( 1  9 7 5 )  ; c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  s i t e s  l o c a t e d  were assumed t o  cor respond  

w i t h  former  s i t e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  and few d e t a i l s  were recorded.  No s i g n i f i c a n t  

p r e h i s t o r i c  remains  were d i s c o v e r e d ,  b u t  l a t e r  comparison of f i e l d  n o t e s  

w i t h  s i t e  r ecord  forms i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h r e e  new h i s t o r i c  Labrador  I n u i t  

s i t e s  had been encoun te red  : IdCq-55, IdCq-56 and IdCq-57. These t h r e e  - 
l o c a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  a  t o t a l  of  29 t e n t  r i n g s ,  17 cache p i t s ,  4  g r a v e s ,  

2  s e t s  of  kayak r e s t s  and 1  ' s o d  house.  Ramah c h e r t  f l a k e s  were a l s o  

found a t  IdCq-56, s u g g e s t i n g  a  former  Dorse t  o c c u p a t i o n  of  t h e  a r e a .  

A l l  s i t e s  were on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o a s t  of  Sag lek  B i g h t ,  c l o s e  t o  p r e s e n t  

s e a  l e v e l  on a c t i v e  beaches  o r  c o b b l e  beach r i d g e s .  One f a m i l y  o f  s i x  

f o x e s  and s e v e r a l  a d u l t  and young c a r i b o u  k e p t  a  wary e y e  on my p r o g r e s s  

around t h e  bay. A t  l e a s t  twenty  c a r i b o u  were noted on t h e  i s l a n d  d u r i n g  

two d a y s ;  t h i s  s m a l l  herd  would have c r o s s e d  i n  l a t e  s p r i n g  on t h e  s e a  

i c e  from t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  of Saglek Bay, and would r e t u r n  t h e  same way 

i n  f a l l  having s p e n t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  f l y l e s s  summer on t h e  exposed o u t e r  

i s l a n d s .  
/ 

IdCq-54. A more thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  Mari t ime Archa ic  longhouse  

s i t e  Big I s l a n d  9 ,  a t  t h e  head of Sag lek  Bight  (Thomson 1983) ,  r e v e a l e d  

t h e  p resence  of 10 c a c h e s ,  1 g r a v e  o r  t r a p ,  a  2  m long  t rough  of  u n c e r t a i n  



f u n c t i o n  and an i n d i s t i n c t  second longhouse  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  a d j a c e n t  

b o u l d e r  beach r i d g e ,  a l l  w i t h i n  a  r a d i u s  of  50 m o f  t h e  main longhouse .  

D i s t u r b a n c e  o f  t h e  beaches  by wave and i c e  a c t i o n  may have d e s t r o y e d  

o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  t h i s  s i te.  While i t s  low e l e v a t i o n  of 7 m above 

s e a  l e v e l  seems p r o b l e m a t i c ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  n a t u r e  of t h e  s i t e  s u g g e s t s  

a  d a t e  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  midway i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Labrador  Mari t ime Archaic  

c u l t u r a l  s e q u e n c e ,  a r o u n d  5000 B.P. ( s e e  F i t zhugh  1984).  T h i s  s i t e  

h a s  e x c e l l e n t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

IdC 23. On t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day I r e t u r n e d  t o  t h r e e  Mari t ime Archaic  # 
l t e s  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o a s t  of  Big I s l a n d  and more thorough ly  mapped 

d cfl -q 
t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  found t h e r e  i n  1982 (Thomson 1983). A t  1 d W T ,  Big 

I s l a n d  E a s t  9 ,  I found a  second l o c u s  50 m n o r t h e a s t  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

l o n g h o u s e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f o u r  c i r c u l a r  paved s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  g r a v e l  

and s l a b  w a l l s  r a i s e d  10-30 cm above g r a d e ,  and a  4  x  3  m r e c t a n g u l a r  

s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  r a i s e d  g r a v e l  and s l a b  w a l l ,  some i n t e r i o r  paving,  

and what appeared t o  b e  a  f a l l e n  s t a c k  o f  s t o n e  s l a b s  a t  e a c h  c o r n e r ,  

p o s s i b l y  pos t  s u p p o r t  f e a t u r e s .  The i n t e r i o r  had been excava ted  some 

35 cm below t h e  t e r r a c e  l e v e l .  T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  resembles  t h e  10 x  4  

m longhouse ,  House 1 ,  a t  t h i s  s i t e ,  which has  f o u r  d i v i d e d  rooms, pos t  

s u p p o r t s  a t  each  c o r n e r ,  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  i n t e r i o r  h e a r t h  l o c a t i o n s ,  and 

a  p o s s i b l e  ent ranceway a t  t h e  nor thwes t  co rner .  The e a s t  end of  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  is  comprised of a  t h i c k  g r a v e l  w a l l  some 15-20 cm h i g h e r  than  

t h e  t e r r a c e  and may have anchored t h e  e a s t  w a l l  of  t h e  house a g a i n s t  

p r e v a i l i n g  f a l l  g a l e s  from t h e  exposed n o r t h e a s t .  The longhouse  i s  

a l i g n e d  w i t h  i t s  l o n g  a x i s  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  s h o r e  of  t h e  b i g h t  100 m 

n o r t h .  Chunks of  p u r p l e  and whi te  q u a r t z i t e s  and two f l a k e s  of  Ramah 

c h e r t  were found i n s i d e  and around t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  No l i t h i c  m a t e r i a l  

was s e e n  i n  t h e  s m a l l e r  longhouse  o r  t h e  paved s t r u c t u r e s  a t  Locus 2. 

U n t i l  more i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  conducted a t  t h i s  s i t e  i t  c a n  n o t  be de te rmined  

whether  o r  n o t  t h e  two l o c i  a r e  r e l a t e d  i n  t ime o r  even c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a -  

t i o n .  However, t h e  Locus 1  longhouse seems t o  conform w i t h  t h e  midd le  

phase o f  F i t z h u g h ' s  ch rono logy  and would t h e r e f o r e  have been c o n s t r u c t e d  

around 5000 B.P. ( s e e  F i t z h u g h  1984).  

IdCq-48. The more complete  o f  t h e  two p i t  houses  a t  IdCq-48, Big I s l a n d  

E a s t  4 ,  was mapped and photographed i n  more d e t a i l  ( s e e  Thomson 1983).  



E x c a v a t i o n  of  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  and s o i l  c o v e r  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e ' s  f l o o r  

d i d  not  produce t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  1 C t h i c  m a t e r i a l  which would have helped 

t o  d a t e  t h i s  s i t e .  However, t h e  two 1 m deep  p i t  houses  w i t h  a s s o c i a t e d  

c a c h e s ,  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  (14 m above s e a  l e v e l )  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  and i t s  resemblance 

t o  t h e  A i l l i k  3 s i t e  e s t i m a t e d  t o  be  6000-7000 y e a r s  o l d  ( F i t z h u g h  1984) ,  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  a  s i m i l a r  d a ~ e  of o c c u p a t i o n  would be a p p r o p r i a t e  Eor IdCq-48. 

A s  w i t h  t h e  l a t e r  longhouse  s i t e s ,  a l ignment  of  t h e s e  f o u r  s t r u c t u r e s  

i s  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  s h o r e  l i n e .  M a t e r i a l s  used i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n c l u d e  

some mass ive  b o u l d e r s  weighing s e v e r a l  hundred ki lograms.  

Conclus ions .  The p r e s e n c e  of  t h e s e  t h r e e  Mari t ime Archa ic  h a b i t a t i o n  

s i t e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  a t  IdC -47 ( longhouse  and cache p i t ) ,  IdCp-18 A 
( 2  c i r c u l a r  paved s t r u c t u r e s  and 2 cache  p i t s ) ,  IdCq-50 ( 2  t e n t  r i n g s ) ,  

IdCq-51 (1  b i l o b a t e  s t r u c t u r e ,  1 t e n t  r i n g  and 1 t r a p )  (Thomson 1983),  - 
fdCq-6 ( 2  c i r c u l a r  paved s t r u c t u r e s ) ,  IdCp-1 ( secondary  l i t h i c  manufac tu r ing  - 
a r e a ) ,  IdCq-8 ( l o n g ,  anomolous b o u l d e r  s t r u c t u r e )  ( ~ i t z h u g h  -- e t  a 1  1977) ,  

and IdCq-1 ( l i t h i c  manufac tu r ing  a r e a )  (Tuck 1975) ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Big - 
I s l a n d  was u t i l i z e d  by Mari t ime Archa ic  I n d i a n s  over  a  p e r i o d  of s e v e r a l  

t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  a s  a  temporary h u n t i n g  a r e a .  The s m a l l  s i z e  of  most  

o f  t h e  s i t e s  and t h e  a p p a r e n t  d e a r t h  of  l i t h i c  m a t e r i a l  a t  most does  

no t i n d  i c a  t e  p r o l o n g e d  o r  r e p e a t e d  o c c u p a t i o n  by i n d i v i d u a l  groups .  

N e i t h e r  d o e s  t h e  i s l a n d  seem t o  have played any r o l e  i n  t h e  r e t r i e v a l  

and r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Ramah c h e r t  s o  p r e v a l e n t  i n  l a t e  Mari t ime Archa ic  

s i t e s  f u r t h e r  s o u t h ,  a s  one might e x p e c t  i n  a  l o c a t i o n  s o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  

Ramah q u a r r i e s .  

L a t e  on my second day i n  S a g l e k ,  t h e  Tunuyak and crew from t h e  

Smi t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n  under Wil l iam F i t z h u g h  a r r i v e d  and ,  a s  t h e y  

had a l r e a d y  l o s t  s e v e r a l  d a y s  t o  bad wea the r  and heavy pack i c e  e n  r o u t e  

n o r t h ,  we dec ided  t o  abandon most o f  t h e  remaining planned work i n  Sag lek  

Bay,  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  headed s o u t h  t o  N u l l i a k  Cove t o  commence 

work t h e r e .  I had i n t e n d e d  wa lk ing  t h e  25 km back from N u l l i a k  t o  t h e  

Sag lek  Petro-Canada b a s e  a t  t h e  end o f  my s t a y ,  e x p e c t i n g  t o  f i n d  ev idence  

o f  n e a r  i n t e r i o r  c a r i b o u  h u n t i n g ,  s o  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  v a l l e y s  behind 

N u l l i a k  Cove, i n  ' t he  i n t e r i o r  v a l l e y s  and p a s s e s  n o r t h  t o  Saglek.  Unfort-  

u n a t e l y  t h e  i n j u r y  o f  a n o t h e r  crew member r e q u i r e d  t h a t  I l e a v e  a few 

d a y s  e a r l y  t o  accompany him t o  h o s p i t a l  i n  Goose Bay, t h u s  pos tpon ing  



P 
1 t h e  i n t e r i o r  s u r v e y  t i l l  a n o t h e r  y e a r .  While w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  P e t r o c a n  

1 p l a n e  a t  Saglek I was a b l e  t o  spend s e v e r a l  hours  s e a r c h i n g  ( i n  v a i n )  

I f o r  y e t  a n o t h e r  r e p o r t e d  s o a p s t o n e  o u t c r o p ,  t h i s  one i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

o f  t h e  former  m i l i t a r y  b a s e  on t o p  of Cape Uivak. C 
While I was a b l e  t o  accompl ish  o n l y  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of  t h r e e  days  

work on  my own p r o j e c t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  planned week o r  two, I d i d  f i t  

i n  s e v e r a l  more days-worth i n  t h e  hours  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  t h e  r e g u l a r  

( ! )  work day  a t  N u l l i a k ,  and s p e n t  two v e r y  i n s t r u c t i v e  weeks w i t h  B i L L  

F i t zhugh  and crew e x c a v a t i n g  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  l a t e  Mari t ime Archa ic  s i t e  

a t  N u l l i a k  Cove and s u r v e y i n g  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  between t h e r e  and Hebron 

F j o r d .  These e x p e r i e n c e s  w i l l  be o f  g r e a t  v a l u e  i n  f u t u r e  planned p r o j e c t s  

i n  n o r t h e r n  Labrador.  My thanks  t o  Dr. F i t zhugh  and h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  

f o r  t h e i r  h o s p i t a l i t y  and kind i n s t r u c t i o n ,  t o  t h e  Petro-Canada o f f i c i a l s  

i n  S t .  John ' s  and Ca lga ry  f o r  s u p p l y i n g  l o g i s t i c a l  h e l p  and t h e  P e t r o c a n  
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In  1982, D r .  James Tuck loca ted  evidence of a  probable I n u i t  occupation 

i n  the harbour of Red Bay, Labrador. On Twin I s l and  he found what appeared 

t o  be a  t e n t  r i n g  of whale ve r t eb rae  and a  small  sod house. It seemed 

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  might be a rchaeologica l  evidence of  Joseph Banks' 

1766 r e fe rence  t o  I n u i t  camped on an i s l a n d  i n  Red Bay (Lysaght 1971:213). , ,, io. ' 
Some 10 km nor theas t  of Red Bay, i n  Black Bay, Tuck repor ted  another  

sod house, a l s o  apparent ly  I n u i t  i n  o r i g i n .  The ques t ion  of I n u i t  occupat ion 

i n  the S t r a i t  of  B e l l e  Isle has 'long in t r igued  and divided i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  

In 1980, Taylor,  Mar t i j n ,  and Clennont pointed o u t  t h e  l a c k  of knowledge 

about t he  chronology and a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  I n u i t  i n  southern  Labrador,  

and t o  a  l a r g e  degree t h i s  i s  s t i l l  t h e  case.  Our p l an ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

was t o  record and t e s t  t he  f e a t u r e s  repor ted  by Tuck and t o  survey the  

Black Bay a rea  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  determine i f  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would 

answer ques t ions  about t he  d a t e s  of an I n u i t  presence i n  the S t r a i t ,  

t h e  n a t u r e  of t h a t  occupat ion - whether seasonal  o r  year-round - and 

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between the I n u i t  and the var ious  European groups 

who have explo i ted  t h e  region.  

Red Bay ( l l ' ~ u l ~ - 2 4  J u l y )  

During t h i s  period we i nves t iga t ed  the  two s t r u c t u r e s  on Twin Is land .  

The f i r s t  of t hese ,  Twin ~ s l a n d - 2 ,  i s  loca t ed  on t h e  nor thern  ex t remi ty  

of  t he  i s l a n d ,  some 4.5  m a.s.1. ( P l a t e  1 ) .  It was a  s i n g l e  roomed, 

sub-rectangular  s t r u c t u r e ,  ca. 4  m x 8 m ,  de l inea t ed  by peat wa l l s  about 

60-70 cm high. The en t r ance  was ca. 1 m wide, l oca t ed  90 cm e a s t  of 

t h e  southwest co rne r  (F igure  1) .  There was no en t rance  tunnel  i n  t h e  

usua l  sense ,  but the  wa l l s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  en t rance  f l a r e d  outward 

t o  ca. 80 cm. Af te r  t e s t - p i t t i n g  t h e  immediate e x t e r i o r  of t h e  house, 

and f a i l i n g  t o  l o c a t e  a  midden, we d iv ided  the  i n t e r i o r  of t he  house 

i n t o  q u a d r a n t s  and excavated  the  no r theas t  and southwest quadrants .  

La ter  we dug a  2 m x .5 m t rench  through the  en t rance ,  and 30 cm-wide 



s l i t  t renches  along two east-west t imbers  found below 20 t o  30 cm of 

s t e r i l e  peat.  The n o r t h e r l y  of t he se  t imbers  had been squared and measured 

ca .  12 cm on a s ide .  The sou the r ly  t imber was simply a log  wi th  a diameter  

of 10-15 cm. The s i x  north-south r a f t e r s  were a l s o  l o g s  averag ing  10-15 

crn i n  diameter .  The spacing of t he se  r a f t e r s  ( P l a t e  2) suggested t h a t  

perhaps two of t h e  c e n t r a l  r a f t e r s  had been removed. The two s l i t  t renches  

demonstrated t h a t  bo th  east-west t imbers  were s i n g l e  p i eces  i n d i c a t i n g  

t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  had been topped wi th  a f l a t ,  shed roof .  No evidence 

t h a t  these  t imbers  were lashed o r  na i l ed  t oge the r  was found, but  the 

o u t e r  t imbers  contained n a i l s  with t h e i r  heads pro t rud ing  5-10 rnm above 

t h e  s u r f a c e s  of t h e  wood, sugges t ing  t h a t  t he  r a f t e r s  had been covered 

wi th  a p iece  of canvas o r  sk in .  A number of peat  blocks found i n  t h e  

i n t e r i o r  of t h i s  house was evidence t h a t  f u r t h e r  i n s u l a t i o n  had been 

p rov ided  by blocks of peat  p i l e d  on t h e  covering. No v e r t i c a l  roof 

suppor t s  were found which l e d  us t o  surmise t h a t  the roof t imbers  r e s t e d  

d i r e c t l y  on the  t ops  of t he  peat  wal l s .  

The l i v i n g  f l o o r  of TI-2 was a t h i n ,  5 cm greasy  b l ack  l a y e r  of 

o rgan ic  m a t e r i a l  d i r e c t l y  on t h e  bedrock. The e n t i r e  southwest quadrant 

was covered wi th  a d e p o s i t  of wood ch ips  which extended we l l  i n t o  the 

no r theas t  quadrant  (Fig.  1).  Numerous p i eces  of  c u t  wood a l s o  a t t e s t e d  

t o  what must have been ex t ens ive  woodworking. A smal l  amount of charcoa l  

was recovered approximately 20 cm from t h e  edge of t he  i n t e r i o r  i n  t h e  

sou thwes t  quadrant ,  bu t  t h i s  appeared t o  be too l i t t l e  t o  have been 

t h e  remains of a hear th .  The house may have been heated by a s e a l  o i l  

lamp, bu t  we found l i t t l e  evidence of bu rn t  f a t .  It i s  q u i t e  pos s ib l e ,  

however, t h a t  t h e  h e a r t h  o r  lamp was i n  one of t he  unexcavated quadrants .  

The i n t e r i o r  of TI-2 produced s u r p r i s i n g l y  few a r t i f a c t s .  Most 

no tab le  were 81 wrought n a i l s ,  40 p i eces  of c u t  wood, 18 red-glazed, 

coa r se  earthenware she rds ,  fragments of a pipe bowl and stem, 5 p i e c e s  

of s h e e t  l e a d ,  fou r  gun f l i n t s ,  of which one was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  French 

and the o t h e r  Engl i sh  i n  o r i g i n  (R.  Stevens,  persona l  communciation), 

s e v e r a l  sherds  of  g reen  pane g l a s s ,  a few fragments of a g l a s s  v e s s e l ,  

two smal l  p i eces  of  a s  y e t  un iden t i f i ed  f a b r i c ,  and two l e n g t h s  of c u t  

baleen. No bone o r  ivory  was found, bu t  t h i s  may have been due t o  t he  

a c i d i t y  of  t h e  ma t r ix  ( s t and ing  water i n  the house had a pH of  4.5). 



The l a c k  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  a r t i f a c t s  i n  TI-2 makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

a r r i v e  a t  f i rm  conc lu s ions  about  i t s  occupants .  I t s  exposed l o c a t i o n ,  

f l a r e d  e n t r a n c e w a y ,  unusua l  roof c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and l a c k  of ev idence  

f o r  a  chimney a rgue  f o r  a non-European c o n s t r u c t i o n  (G. Pocius ,  pe rsona l  

communication). We might a l s o  .note t he  l a c k  of  ceramic goods u s u a l l y  

found wi th  1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  cen tu ry  European s t r u c t u r e s .  The r a t h e r  l a r g e  

number of n a i l s  n o t  used i n  house c o n s t r u c t i o n  is  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  t h e  

I n u i t  p r a c t i s e  of u s ing  n a i l s  as raw m a t e r i a l  f o r  t o o l s ,  excep t  t h a t  

n o n e  o f  t h e  recovered  n a i l s  showed s i g n s  o f  mod i f i c a t i on .  There is  

a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  European s t r u c t u r e .  The d a t i n g  

of t h i s  house i s  a l s o  a  problem, a l t hough  i t s  hand wrought n a i l s  p rov ide  

some c lue .  Wrought n a i l s  were superceded by c u t  n a i l s  a f t e r  t h e  1790's,  

and even a l lowing  f o r  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of outmoded n a i l s  i n  p l a c e s  such 

a s  sou thern  Labrador ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  imagine t h a t  TI-2 would have 

been occupied much a f t e r  the  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  19 th  cen tu ry .  

The smal lness  o f  t h i s  house,  i t s  s imple  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and t h e  s c a r c i t y  

of i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  a r t i f a c t s  c o n t r a s t  s h a r p l y  w i th  l a r g e r ,  more e l a b o r a t e  

houses  of Eskimo I s l a n d  1 and 2  i n  Hamilton I n l e t  as  de sc r i bed  by Jordan  

( 1 9 7 4 )  and Jo rdan  and Kaplan (1980). A r t i f a c t  c o l l e c t i o n s  from l a t e  

1 8 t h  and ' e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  houses  i n  Hamilton I n l e t  a l s o  r e v e a l  a much 

wider  range and number of 'European goods. I f  TI-2 i s  I n u i t  i n  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  

we b e l i e v e ,  r a t h e r  c a u t i o u s l y  i t  must be s a i d ,  t h a t  i t  i s  ev idence  of 

a  s h o r t  s t a y ,  perhaps  a w in t e r  hunt ing o r  t r a d i n g  t r i p ,  by a  sma l l  I n u i t  

group i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  o r  e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry .  

Twin I s l a n d  3 l i e s  5.2 m above s e a  l e v e l  on an exposed, windswept 

h i l l  ca .  130 m southwest  of TI-2. Limited t e s t i n g  h e r e  r evea l ed  what 

a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a  whale  v e r t e b r a e  t e n t  r i n g  ca. 4.75 m i n  d iamete r .  

T h r e e  v e r t e b r a e  were excavated and 9  more p i e c e s  o f  bone assumed t o  

b e  v e r t e b r a e  were noted e i t h e r  v i s u a l l y  o r  by probing. Nine squa re  

m e t r e s  were  excavated i n s i d e  t h e  t e n t  r i n g ,  producing on ly  27 bad ly  

c o r r o d e d  wrought  n a i l s ,  none v i s i b l y  modi f ied ,  4 chunks o f  European 

b a l l a s t  f l i n t ,  1  p i ece  o f  ba l een ,  and 3 u n i d e n t i f i e d  bone f ragments .  

Six  50 cm2 t e s t  p i t s  and a  t r ench  of 2 m x  .5 m revea led  e x t e r i o r  middens 

where wrought n a i l s ,  b a l l a s t  f l i n t ,  b a l e e n ,  and o t h e r  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l  

o v e r l a y  a  Basque occupa t ion .  We found no d i a g n o s t i c  I n u i t  a r t i f a c t s  



h e r e ,  bu t  excava t i ons  by Tuck l a t e r  t h a t  summer r e s u l t e d  i n  the  recovery 

j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  t e n t  r i n g  of  a  d r i l l e d  soapstone fragment encrus ted  

w i th  bu rn t  f a t  which appea r s  t o  be a p o r t i o n  of  an  o i l  lamp re fash ioned  

i n t o  a  pendant ( P l a t e  3 ) .  Al thougl~ t h e  t e n t  r i n g  may be e i t h e r  ' Inui t  

o r  I nd i an  i n  o r i g i n ,  t h e  presence of a  soaps tone  o b j e c t  a rgues  s t r o n g l y  

f o r  an I n u i t  presence.  TI-3 a l s o  appea r s  t o  be t h e  r e s u l t  of  a  b r i e f  

occupa t ion ,  perhaps t h e  summer dwel l ing  of t h e  people who b u i l t  TI-2, 

which must .have been b u i l t  i n  t h e  summer. 

Black Bay ( 2 5  July-28 J u l y )  

Fo r  t he  f i r s t  p a r t  of  our  s t a y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  we surveyed t h e  southwest 

s i d e  of Black Bay ( P l a t e  1 )  where we l o c a t e d  t h r e e  p r ev ious ly  unreported 

s o d  houses  and a  bou lder  fox t r ap .  Following t h i s  survey  we t e s t e d  

and mapped t h e  sod house i n  Wiseman's Cove p r ev ious ly  r epo r t ed  by Tuck. 

The Wiseman's Cove house was sub- rec tangula r ,  measuring 6 m by 4.5 m, 

w i t h  walls averag ing  90 cm h igh ,  and an  e n t r a n c e  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  no r th  

c o r n e r  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  ( P l a t e  4 ) .  The housk l i e s  i n  a narrow v a l l e y ,  

2.1 m a.s.1. A 1 m x  2  m test p i t  i n s i d e  t h e  w a l l s  r evea l ed  a t imbered 

roof  f a s t ened  w i th  wrought n a i l s  over  a  sand f l o o r .  The t e s t  p i t  a l s o  

produced 21 bones ,  which p r i o r  t o  a n a l y s i s  appear  t o  b e  mos t l y  s e a l ,  

24 wrought n a i l s ,  and a f l u t e d  pipe bowl c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  per iod 

1780-1820 (Noel Hume 1970). A 2  m x  2  m t e s t  excava t ion  immediately 

i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  e n t r a n c e  y i e lded  a  l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  of ce ramics  and i r o n  

o b j e c t s ,  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  mid-19th c e n t u r y  o r  , l a t e r .  The l a c k  of  a r t i f a c t s  

t h a t  cou ld  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  house is puzz l ing ,  bu t  may be the  

r e s u l t  o f  a heavy s e a ,  which, g iven  t h e  proximity  of  t h i s  house t o  t h e  

wa t e r ,  cou ld  have swept c l e a n  t he  unpro tec ted  a r e a  o u t s i d e  t h e  house. 

The l o c a t i o n  of  t h i s  house i n  a  cove known even today f o r  i t s  good s e a l i n g  

combined w i th  t h e  p resence  of  s e a l  bones i n  t he  house sugges t s  t h a t  

i t  was a s e a l i n g  camp. The p ipe  bowl a rgues  f o r  a  l a t e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry - ea r l y  

19 th  c e n t u r y  occupa t i on ,  and t h e  co rne r  e n t r a n c e  combined w i th  an i n t e r i o r  

midden  p o i n t s  t o  I n u i t  r a t h e r  than  a  European o r i g i n .  Nonetheless ,  

our  excava t i on  he r e  h a s  been ve ry  p r e l im ina ry ,  and we would no t  r u l e  

o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  a  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  



Recommends t i o n s  

We b e l i e v e  t h a t  f u r t h e r  work a t  Twin I s l a n d ,  Wiseman's Cove, and 

B lack  Bay would r e s u l t  i n  a  b e t t e r  unders tand ing  of  t h e  chronology 

and purpose o f  what appear  t o  be  b r i e f  I n u i t  w ln t e r  and summer occupa t ions  

of t h e s e  a r ea s .  Our impress ion i s  t h a t  t h e  sites we have r e p o r t e d  r e p r e s e n t  

t empora ry  hun t i ng  o r  t r a d i n g  camps d a t i n g  t o  t he  Late 1 8 t h  o r  e a r l y  

1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  bu t  u n t i l m o r e  w o r k i s  done,  t h e s e m u s t  r e p r e s e n t  impress ions  

r a t h e r  than conc lu s ions .  
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PLATE 1 

Southern Labrador from Red Bay To Black Bay 





FIGURE 1 

Peat-wal led  house a t  Twin Is land-2  (EkBc-6) 





PLATE 2 

Twin Island-2, peat-walled house, looking south 





PLATE 3 

D r i l l e d  soapstone, Twin I s l a n d - 3  





PLATE 4 

Sod house ,  Wi seman' s Cove (EkBc-1 1 ) . 
Reginald Auger i s  standing i n  the  entrance.  
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1983 EXCAVATIONS AT R E D  BAY, LABRADOR 

James A. Tuck 
Memorial U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Newfoundland 

E x c a v a t i o n s  a t  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  Spanish Basque whaling s t a t i o n s  

a t  Red Bay, Labrador  c o n t i n u e d ,  d u r i n g  1983, i n t o  t h e i r  s e v e n t h  f i e l d  

s e a s o n .  Work was a g a i n  f inanced  by g r a n t s  from t h e  S o c i a l  Sc iences  

and  Humani t ies  Research Council  of Canada and t h e  H i s t o r i c  Resources 

D i v i s i o n ,  Department of C u l t u r e ,  R e c r e a t i o n  and Youth. The l a t t e r  a l s o  

i s s u e d  permit  no. 83-4 under  which t h e  work was conducted.  Once a g a i n  

t h e  Canadian Conservat ion I n s t i t u t e  provided a f u l l - t i m e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

c o n s e r v a t o r  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  of  t h e  f i e l d  season ,  equipment and m a t e r i a l s  

f o r  f i e l d  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  o f  o b j e c t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a n a l y t i c a l  and c o n s e r v a t i o n  

s e r v i c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1983-84. 

Although t h i s  was our  seven th  summer a t  Red Bay t h e  a r e a  con t inued  

t o  provide s u r p r i s e s  tn  t h e  form of  new i n f o r m a t i o n  and m a t e r i a l .  Exca- 

v a  t i o n s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  l a r g e  cemetery  d i scovered  i n  August 1982 

(Tuck 1983),  a s t r u c t u r e  n e a r  one o f  t h e  previously-excavated tryworks 

o r  "ovens", two s m a l l  h a b i t a t i o n  s i t e s  on  nearby l b i n  I s l a n d ,  and s e v e r a l  

smal l  ponds which proved t o  c o n t a i n  remarkably wel l -preserved o r g a n i c  

and o t h e r  remains. Each o f  t h e s e  e x c a v a t i o n s  i s  d e s c r i b e d  b r i e f l y  below 

i n c l u d i n g  no t  o n l y  a d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  f e a t u r e s  themse lves ,  b u t  a p r e l i m i n a r y  

d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  recovered.  

AREA G i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a l a r g e  and wel l -preserved t ryworks  o r  
11 oven" which was r e p o r t e d  and i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  Archaeology i n  Newfoundland 

and L a b r a d o r  1982  (Tuck 1983). Excavat ions  were extended in land  t o  

t h e  west and s o u t h  o f  t h e  tryworks d u r i n g  1983 where s e v e r a l  l a r g e  s t o n e  

s t r u c t u r e s  had been p a r t i a l l y  excava ted  d u r i n g  t h e  1982 f i e l d  season.  

T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  a l a r g e  r e c t a n g u l a r  rock  f o u n d a t i o n  and two c i r c u l a r  

rock  and c l a y  f e a t u r e s  o v e r l y i n g  a d e p o s i t  of  wood c h a r c o a l  cover ing  

more than  20 s q u a r e  m e t r e s  and up t o  50 cm t h i c k .  

A t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  1982 e x c a v a t i o n s  we were b a f f l e d  by  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  

f o r  we  cou ld  n e i t h e r  a g e  them w i t h  any  p r e c i s i o n  nor  cou ld  we a s c r i b e  

a f u n c t i o n  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  rock and c l a y  f e a t u r e s  o r  t h e  l a r g e  founda t ion .  

The a r t i f a c t s  r ecovered  from t h e  a r e a  i n d i c a t e d  a t  l e a s t  two e p i s o d e s  



i n  t h e  use  of  t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  -- one of  t h e  16 th  c e n t u r y  Basque per iod 

and a  more r e c e n t  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  o c c u p a t i o n  by t h e  

a n c e s t o r s  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  Red Ray. A t  t h e  t ime we a l s o  

s u s p e c t e d ,  bu t  were unable  t o  demons t ra te ,  some occupa t ion  i n t e r m e d i a t e  

between t h e  two (Tuck 1983: 98) .  We b e l i e v e d ,  however, t h a t  t h e  c i r c u l a r  

rock f e a t u r e s  were l i k e l y  of Basque o r i g i n  s i n c e  t h e  c l a y  from which 

t h e y  were p a r t i a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  appeared i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  used t o  m o r t a r  

t h e  tryworks which a r e  w e l l  d a t e d  t o  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y .  A s u r v e y  on  

t h e  west s i d e  of  "The Basin", o r  i n n e r  h a r b o u r ,  however, r e v e a l e d  s e v e r a l  

exposures  o f  g r e y  c l a y  which resembles  t h e  m a t e r i a l  used i n  b o t h  t h e  

t r y w o r k s  and the  f e a t u r e s  a t  Area G. Hence, t h e  a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  

Area G f e a t u r e s  t o  t h e  Basque per iod on t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  c l a y  used i n  

t h e i r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  began t o  seem u n l i k e l y .  A t  abou t  t h e  same t ime t h a t  

t h e  Basin su rvey  was t a k l n g  p l a c e  c a r e f u l  e x c a v a t i o n s  a t  Area G began 

t o  r e v e a l  m a t e r i a l  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c i r c u l a r  s t o n e  f e a t u r e s  which 

d a t e d  n e i t h e r  t o  t h e  Basque o c c u p a t i o n  nor t o  t h e  more r e c e n t  u s e  of  

t h e  s i t e  by 1 9 t h  and 2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  f ishermen.  Hand forged n a i l s  w i t h  

heads u n l i k e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y ,  c o a r s e  ea r thenware  w i t h  

a  g r e e n  g l a z e  a l s o  u n l i k e  t h a t  from Basque o c c u p a t i o n  a r e a s ,  what a p p e a r s  

t o  be a  l e a d  b a l e  s e a l ,  and o t h e r  a r t i f a c t s  sugges ted  t h a t  our  h y p o t h e s i s  

of  a n  o c c u p a t i o n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  i n  t ime between t h e  16 th  and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s  

was probably  c o r r e c t .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and o t h e r  d a t a  ob ta ined  from 

Area G a l l o w  u s  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  a t  l e a s t  a p r o v i s i o n a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

u s e  o f  t h e  a r e a .  

The e a r l i e s t  u t i l i z a t i o n  of  Area G was c l e a r l y  by 1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  

Basques, f o r  t h e  l o w e s t  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  u s u a l l y  o n ,  o r  c l o s e  t o ,  

s t e r i l e  beach g r a v e l s ,  produced r o o f i n g  t i l e  f ragments ,  n a i l s ,  c o a r s e  

e a r t h e n w a r e  and  m a j o l i c a  c e r a m i c s ,  and o t h e r  a r t i f a c t s  which c a n  be  

d u p l i c a t e d  many t lmes  over  from o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  16 th  c e n t u r y  occupa t ion .  

A p r e l i m i n a r y  assessment  o f  t h e  d t s t r i b u t i o n  of  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  m a t e r i a l  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  does  n o t  correspond with  e i t h e r  t h e  c i r c u l a r  

f e a t u r e s  o r  t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  foundat ion.  A few p o s t  molds ,  however, 

which d o  no t  seem t o  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  l a r g e  rock  f o u n d a t i o n ,  may r e p r e s e n t  

t h e  remains  of  a  Basque s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  It i s  i m p o s s i b l e ,  however, 

t o  be  p r e c i s e  abou t  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  Area 



G. The g e n e r a l  p a t t e r n  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  o t h e r  s h o r e  s t a t i o n s  on Saddle  

I s l a n d  ( c . f .  Tuck and Gren ie r  1981) s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a  cooperage/dweLling 

where c a s k s  were assembled and r e p a i r e d  and where t h e  c o o p e r s  a l s o  l i v e d  

should be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  t ryworks  l o c a t e d  a  few m e t r e s  n o r t h  and 

e a s t  of  t h e  1983 e x c a v a t i o n s .  However, no ev idence  of  c o o p e r i n g ,  e i t h e r  

i n  t h e  form of  coopers '  t o o l s  o r  r e f u s e  from cooper ing  has  y e t  been 

recovered.  A s  i n d i c a t e d  above,  b u t l d i n g  hardware and domestic r e f u s e  

dominates  t h e  meagre c o l l e c t i o n ,  hence t h e  b e s t  e x p l a n a t i o n  we c a n  o E f e r  

a t  p r e s e n t  i s  t h a t  t h e  1982 and 1983 e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  have revea led  

a  small d w e l l i n g  s i t e  from t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y ,  p e r h a p s  occupied by c o o p e r s  

o r  t h e  men. r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  nearby tryworks.  

The suspec ted  i n t e r m e d i a t e  o c c u p a t i o n  seems now t o  have been confirmed 

by a  few a r t i f a c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c i r c u l a r  rock and c l a y  f e a t u r e s .  

Moreover ,  we a r e  now a b l e  t o  o f f e r  a t  l e a s t  a t e n t a t i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n  

f o r  i t s  presence.  The n e a r l y  complete e x c a v a t i o n  o f  one of  t h e  c i r c u l a r  

r o c k  and c l a y  f e a t u r e s  r e v e a l e d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  of  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h / e a r l y  

1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s  b u t  a t  l e a s t  smal l  q u a n t i t i e s  of what i s  unmistakably  

burned f a t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  f e a t u r e .  T h i s  l e d  t h e  e x c a v a t o r ,  Stephen 

M i l l s ,  t o  p o s t u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  f e a t u r e s  were " s e a l i n g  ovens" where t h e  

f a t  removed from s e a l  p e l t s  was rendered i n t o  marke tab le  o i l .  I n  c o n t r a s t  

t o  t h e  tryworks a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  whal ing,  t h o s e  used t o  r e n d e r  s e a l  o i l  

m u s t  b e  f i r e d  w i t h  wood s i n c e  t h e  remaining unrenderab le  f a t  i s  n o t  

s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  use  a s  f u e l  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  i n  t h e  t ry ing-ou t  of whale 

b l u b b e r .  T h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  a t  

t h e  s i t e  of  a  J e r s e y  s e a l i n g  s t a t i o n  l o c a t e d  abou t  8 0  km west of Red 

Bay a t  I s l e  a u  Bois ,  Quebec. One of  t h e  s t u d e n t s  employed a t  t h e s e  

e x c a v a t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  tryworks t h e r e  a s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  those  from 

Area G, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  v a s t  amounts of wood c h a r c o a l  su r rounding  them. 

F i n a l l y ,  a  d a t e  of 150f50 y e a r s  R.P. (Be ta-7268) s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  l a t e  

1 8 t h / e a r l y  1 9 t h  e s t i m a t e  f o r  t h e  age  o f  t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  seems reasonab le .  

I t  remains  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y  e x a c t l y  who t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  

m i g h t  h a v e  been ,  a l t h o u g h  a  more thorough a n a l y s t s  of  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  

and h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  .pe r iod  may r e v e a l  something 

more o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n .  

The l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y  occupan ts  o f  Area G seem t o  



h a v e  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  r e c t a n g u l a r  f o u n d a t i o n  r e p o r t e d  

p rev ious ly .  A p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  founda t ion  a p p e a r s  t o  o v e r l i e ,  a t  l e a s t  

p a r t l y ,  one of  t h e  s e a l i n g  tryworks and p o s t  molds a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

w a l l  c o n t a i n  t h e  wel l -preserved remains  o f  sawn p o s t s ,  some of which 

b e a r  t r a c e s  of  what a p p e a r s  t o  be  red p a l n t .  Red Bay was e s t a b l i s h e d  

a s  a  permanent s e t t l e m e n t  by m i g r a t o r y  fishermen from Conception Bay, 

Newfoundland ( t o  which names such  a s  Moores, P ike ,  Ryan, and Yetman 

b e a r  w i t n e s s )  d u r i n g  t h e  mid-19th c e n t u r y .  The remains  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

s e t t l e m e n t  can  s t i l l  be seen  on t h e  west s i d e  o f  The Basin ,  and summer 

d w e l l i n g s  a r e  r e p u t e d  t o  have e x i s t e d  around t h e  o u t e r  harbour .  However, 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  community seems t o  have s h i f t e d  w i t h i n  

a  few decades  t o  permanent d w e l l i n g s  around t h e  harbour  where t h e  o l d e s t  

e x t a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  Red Bay now s t a n d .  Some of  t h e s e  d w e l l i n g s  were 

a p p a r e n t 1  y  l o c a t e d  on  S a d d l e  I s l a n d .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h i s  m i g r a t i o n  

now seems t o  have r e v e r s e d  i t s e l f  and s e v e r a l  new houses  are c o n s t r u c t e d  

each year  i n  t h e  bottom of The Basin a t  t h e  expense  of  o l d e r  d w e l l i n g s  

near  t h e  harbour  which a r e  being abandoned o r  t o r n  down a t  abou t  t h e  

same r a t e .  We s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  most r e c e n t  remains  a t  Area G r e p r e s e n t  

a d w e l l i n g  d a t i n g  from e a r l y  I n  t h e  pe r iod  d u r i n g  which s e t t l e m e n t  s h i f t e d  

from The Basin t o  t h e  o u t e r  harbour .  Ceramics from t h i s  a r e a  a r e  now 

undergoing a n a l y s i s  by Char les  Burke, a  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  i n  Archaeology 

a t  Memorial U n i v e r s i t y ,  and w i l l  form t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  M.A. t h e s i s .  

P a r e n t h e t i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  worth n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a  number of 

i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  t o p i c s  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  a rchaeo logy  which cou ld  b e  

c a r r i e d  o u t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  m i g r a t o r y  f i s h e r y  and e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  

Red Bay. How, fo r  Lnstance,  d o e s  t h e  domes t ic  and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  from 

home p o r t s  i n  Concept ion Bay compare w i t h  t h a t  from t h e  t r a n s i t o r y  s t a t i o n s  

which must e x i s t  a t  .Red Bay? How do t h e  w i n t e r  and summer d w e l l i n g s  

o f  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  pe r iod  d i f f e r ?  How d i d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

t h e  l a r g e  merchant premises  on Penny I s l a n d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  

19 th  c e n t u r y  a f f e c t  t h e  community of  Red Bay? These and o t h e r  s i m i l a r  

problems seem admirab ly  s u i t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by h i s t o r i a n s ,  g e o g r a p h e r s ,  

and a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  200 y e a r s  o f  s o u t h e r n  Labrador 

h i s t o r y  and I s u s p e c t  t h a t  some new i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l  and economic 

h i s t o r y  of t h e  a r e a  would r e s u l t  from t h e i r  complet ion.  



AREA L i s  t h e  a r e a  i n  which t h e  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n s  of  a  l a r g e  cemete ry  

were recovered  i n  1982. These e x c a v a t i o n s  r e v e a l e d  a  g roup  of 12 unbur ied  

i n d i v i d u a l s  and two d e l i b e r a t e  b u r i a l s .  One of  t h e  l a t t e r  was a  d o u b l e  

b u r i a l  w i t h  t h e  p o o r l y - p r e s e r v e d  s k e l e t o n s  extended on t h e i r  b a c k s ,  

heads  t o  t h e  west .  With t h e  a i d  of J u d i t h  Logan of t h e  Canadian Conserva t ion  

I n s t i t u t e  we were a b l e  t o  remove t h e s e  s k e l e t o n s  u s i n g  c a r  body f i l l e r  

i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p l a s t e r  of  P a r i s  a s  a  medium f o r  t h e  b l o c k  

l i f t .  The o t h e r  b u r i a l ,  c o n t a i n i n g  an undetermined number o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  

i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  b u r i a l  p o s i t i o n s  and o r i e n t a t i o n s ,  proved t o  b e  f a r  

t o o  complex t o  remove i n  1982. I t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  unbur ied  s k e l e t o n s ,  

was covered w i t h  l a y e r s  o f  microfoam, po lye thy l  e n e ,  and plywood t o  a w a i t  

t h e  1983 f i e l d  season .  When we r e t u r n e d  i n  June ,  1983 we found t h a t  

no damage had occur red  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  n i n e  months; i n  f a c t  B u r i a l  

1 proved t o  b e  encased i n  a  l a r g e  b l o c k  of  i c e  which p rese rved  t h e  s k e l e t o n s  

p e r f e c t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  months. 

D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  summer t h e  remainder  of t h e  unbur ied  s k e l e t o n s  

and t h e  t e x t i l e  s u r r o u n d i n g  them were s u c c e s s f u l l y  removed. During 

t h e  c o u r s e  o f  e x c a v a t i o n  i t  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  s k e l e t o n s  were 

r e s t i n g  d i r e c t l y  upon a s h a l l o w  midden o r  l i v i n g  f l o o r  c o n t a i n i n g  n a i l s ,  

c e r a m i c s ,  r e f u s e  bone,  and o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  of  a  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  o c c u p a t i o n .  

Some s o r t  o f  s t r u c t u r e  is  sugges ted  by t h e  n a i l s  and i t s  u s e  a s  a  d w e l l i n g  

i s  sugges ted  by t h e  domes t i c  r e f u s e  d e p o s i t  which extended s e v e r a l  m e t r e s  

i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  from t h e  human s k e l e t o n s .  The absence  o f  r o o f i n g  

t i l e s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  few f ragments ,  s u g g e s t s  a n  i n s u b s t a n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  

pe rhaps  r e s t i n g  on t h e  ground s u r f a c e ,  f o r  no p o s t  molds have a s  y e t  

been recorded .  Although l a c k i n g  any f i r m  e v i d e n c e  upon which t o  base  

s u c h  a  c o n j e c t u r e ,  i t  seems p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  s k e l e t o n s  themse lves  were 

abandoned w i t h i n  some type of  s t r u c t u r e  f o r ,  w i t h  one e x c e p t  i o n ,  t h e  

s k e l e t o n s  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  and d i s p l a y  no e v i d e n c e  of  scavenger  

a c t i v i t y  from b e a r s ,  f o x e s ,  s m a l l e r  mammals and even b i r d s  which might 

be  expected t o  have i n f l i c t e d  some damage upon exposed c a d a v e r s .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  complete  e x c a v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s k e l e t o n s  d u r i n g  1983 we 

a r e  no c l o s e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  e v e n t s  which surrounded t h e  abandonment 

o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  c l o t h e d ,  t h a n  we were 

a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  1982 season.  That  t h e y  t e s t i f y  t o  some d i s a s t e r  



seems c l e a r .  Whether o r  n o t  i t  was one o f  t h e  o v e r w i n t e r i n g  d i s a s t e r s  

m e n t i o n e d  i n  s e v e r a l  documents from t h e  p e r i o d  (Selma Barkham 1977: 

p e r s o n a l  communicat ion)  cannot  b e  s t a t e d  w i t h  any c e r t a i n t y ,  b u t  i t  

s t i l l  seems t o  p rov ide  t h e  most r e a s o n a b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n .  No t r a c e  o f  

v i o l e n c e  was found on t ' le s k e l e t o n s  n o r  i s  i t  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  cause  

o f  d e a t h  w i l l  e v e r  be  determined g i v e n  t h e  poor  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  bones 

themselves.  Although a n  o v e r w i n t e r i n g  d i s a s t e r  may e x p l a i n  t h i s  unusual  

d i s c o v e r y ,  s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  remain unanswered. The s u r v i v o r s  of whatever  

took p l a c e  simply may have been t o o  weak t o  bury t h e i r  own d e a d ,  t h e r e b y  

account ing  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a  dozen wha le r s  were never  accorded 

a  proper  b u r i a l .  Why t h e y  were n o t  b u r i e d  the  fo l lowing  summer when 

o t h e r  wha le r s ,  o r  perhaps  even a  r e l i e f  p a r t y ,  a r r i v e d  from Spain  remains  

a  mystery .  The answer ,  I suppose,  i s  t h a t  t h i s  t r a g i c  e v e n t ,  whatever 

I t  might have been,  occur red  v e r y  n e a r  t h e  end of Basque e x p l o i t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  S t r a i t  of  B e l l e  Isle, and t h a t  i f  t h e r e  were any s u r v i v o r s  t h e y  

watched i n  v a i n  f o r  a  s a i l  t o  appear  t h e  fo l lowing  s p r i n g .  

~ x c & a t i o n s  a l s o  proceeded i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  on B u r i a l  1, t h e  g r a v e  

p a r t l y  exposed i n  1982 and preserved i n  i c e  throughout  t h e  fo l lowing  

w i n t e r .  The i n t e r m i t t e n t  n a t u r e  of  t h e  work r e s u l t e d  from one of  t h e  

w e t t e s t  summers on  r e c o r d  i n  Red Bay d u r i n g  which t h e  e n t i r e  e x c a v a t i o n  

was f l o o d e d  r e p e a t e d l y  and B u r i a l  1  was o f t e n  comple te ly  submerged. 

B a i l i n g ,  s i p h o n i n g ,  a  g a s o l i n e  pump, and t h e  e v e n t u a l  u s e  o f  a  s e l f - a c t i -  

v a t i n g  b i l g e  pump f a i l e ~ l  t o  d r y  t h e  b u r i a l  f o r  more than  a  day  a t  a  

time. Never the less  we were a b l e  t o  de te rmine  t h a t  t h e  g r a v e  p i t ,  abou t  

two m e t r e s  i n  d i a m e t e r ,  was a  mass g r a v e  c o n t a i n i n g  a  jumble o f  s k e l e t o n s  

numbering between 9 and 13. P o s i t i o n s  range from extended t o  t i g h t l y  

F l e x e d  and a l l  o r t e n t a t i o n s  have been recorded.  S i n c e  t h e  s k e l e t o n s  

a r e  l i t e r a l l y  p i l e d  a t o p  one a n o t h e r ,  s i n c e  bone p r e s e r v a t i o n  i s  ex t remely  

poor ,  and owing t o  t h e  inclement  weather  we were once a g a i n  u n a b l e  t o  

complete  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n  o f  t h i s  f e a t u r e  d u r i n g  1983. Moreover, we a r e  

no more a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  an e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  m a s s  b u r i a l  than  we 

a r e  f o r  t h e  unbur ied s k e l e t o n s  i n  F e a t u r e  1 ,  a l though  some o f  t h e  same 

f a c t o r s  may have been a t  work. 

E x c a v a t i o n s  w e r e  a l s o  extended t o  t h e  a r e a  su r rounding  Feature 

1  and B u r i a l  1 by which our  s p e c u l a t i o n s  abou t  a  l a r g e  cemetery  were 



borne o u t .  An a d d i t i o n a l  2 0  g r a v e s  were Eound. Adding t h e s e  t o  t h e  

two g r a v e s  p r e v i o u s l y  recorded and F e a t u r e  1 ,  we now have a  t o t a l  o f  

23 " b u r i a l "  f e a t u r e s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  remains  of  between 77  and 81 i n d i v i -  

d u a l s .  The average  number o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  per  f e a t u r e  s t a n d s  a t  something 

g r e a t e r  than t h r e e .  In  f a c t  doub le  o r  m u l t i p l e  b u r i a l s  were much more 

common than s i n g l e  in te rments .  Those f o r  which a  r e a s o n a b l y  a c c u r a t e  

account ing  can be  made i n c l u d e  e i g h t  s i n g l e  b u r i a l s ,  f i v e  d o u b l e  b u r i a l s ,  

one  c o n t a i n i n g  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f i v e  wi th  four  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  one g rave  

each  w i t h  s i x  and seven s k e l e t o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  B u r i a l  1 hav ing  between 

9 and 1 3  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and ~ e a t u r e  1 which proved t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  remains 

of 13  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

A r t i f a c t s  found wi th  t h e  b u r i a l s  were ve ry  few i n  number. They 

i n c l u d e  o n l y  a few n a i l s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  two i n d i v i d u a l s  who were bur ied  

i n  c o f f i n s ,  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  hooks and e y e s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  from garments ,  

and a s e r i e s  of unusua l  m e t a l  d i s c s  which, t h u s  f a r ,  d e f y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

S i x  o f  t h e s e  o b j e c t s  were found a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  a s  many i n d i v i d u a l s  

always on  o r  n e a r  t h e  t i b i a  and/or  f i b u l a  about  f i v e  t o  t e n  c e n t i m e t e r s  

below t h e  knee. The m e t a l  from which t h e y  a r e  made has  been i d e n t i f i e d  

a t  t h e  C a n a d i a n  C o n s e r v a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  a s  l e a d  which was a p p a r e n t l y  

c a s t  o r  hammered i n t o  a  f l a t  c i r c u l a r  o r  o v a l  s h e e t  r ang ing  i n  s i z e  

from t h a t  o f  a q u a r t e r  t o  about  f i v e  by e i g h t  c e n t i m e t e r s .  These were 

t h e n  c r u d e l y  p e r f o r a t e d  by punching smal l  h o l e s  from one s i d e  wi.th a  

round o b j e c t ,  pe rhaps  an awl. I n  some i n s t a n c e s  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  r a i s e d  

p o r t i o n s  o n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  were smoothed by pounding o r  g r i n d i n g ,  

b u t  i n  o t h e r  c a s e s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  was l e f t  rough. The p e r f o r a t i o n s  

d o  n o t  form any p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e g u l a r  p a t t e r n s  b u t ,  i n  most c a s e s ,  cover  

most of  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t .  I n  one  c a s e  t e x t i l e  f ragments  s i m i l a r  

t o  those  from F e a t u r e  1 were found adher ing  t o  t h e  d i s c .  We a r e  p r e s e n t l y  

unable  t o  p rov ide  an e x p l a n a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  seem 

t o  have had something t o  d o  w i t h  wearing a p p a r e l .  Whether, however, 

t h e y  served as weigh t s  i n  one c o r n e r  o f  a  c l o a k ,  o r  were l o c a l l y  produced 

d e c o r a t i o n s ,  pe rhaps  i n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  some more c o s t l y  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  

use  i n  Spa in ,  o r  se rved  some o t h e r  purpose w e  a r e  unable t o  say.  

Although many of  t h e  s k e l e t o n s  were i n  ex t remely  poor  c o n d i t i o n ,  

a l e n s  o f  crushed s h e l l  which c r o s s e s  t h e  b u r i a l  a r e a  was r e s p o n s i b l e  



f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  a  number of  s k e l e t o n s .  Combining 

t h e  b u r i a l  p a t t e r n  informa t i o n  wi th  p r e l i m i n a r y  o b s e r v a t i o n s  upon t h e  

s k e l e t o n s  themselves  a  few p r e l i m i n a r y  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  

a r e  p o s s i b l e .  D r .  Sonja J e r k i c ,  of Memorial U n i v e r s i t y ,  who a s s i s t e d  

i n  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n s ,  and Brenda Kennedy, a  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

of Ca lga ry ,  who w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s k e l e t a l  m a t e r i a l ,  

provided t h e  f i e l d  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  The t e n t a t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n s  a r e  my own 

and s u b j e c t  t o  m o d i f i c a t i o n  pending f u r t h e r  e x c a v a t i o n s  and t h e  comple t ion  

o f  t h e  o s t e o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s e s .  

P r e l i m i n a r y  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t ,  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e y  c a n  b e  a n a l y s e d ,  

a l l  o f  t h e  s k e l e t o n s  a r e  of European males  r a n g i n g  i n  age  from t h e i r  

e a r l y  20 's  t o  e a r l y  4 0 ' s ,  and t h a t  w h i l e  t h e y  were r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  

i n  s t a t u r e  , t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  an  e x t r e m e l y  r o b u s t  popu la t ion .  The b u r i a l  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  seems u n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  Basques ". .of a l l  

ages  .. some a s  young a s  11 o r  1 2  y e a r s  ..If which Selma Barkham (1978:18) 

r e p o r t s  cou ld  normal ly  b e  expec ted  t o  b e  found among t h e  crewmembers 

o f  a  whaleship .  Adding t o g e t h e r  t h e  u n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b u r i a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

t h e i r  r o b u s t  a p p e a r a n c e ,  and t h e  h i g h  f requency  o f  mu1 t i p l e  b u r i a l s ,  

a t  l e a s t  two h y p o t h e s e s  c a n  be put  forward.  The f i r s t  i s  t h a t  t h e  m u l t i p l e  

b u r i a l s  c a n  b e  accounted f o r  by s t a r v a t i o n  o r  d e f i c i e n c y  d i s e a s e s  such  

a s  t h o s e  presumably r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e a t h s  o f  t h e  unbur ied  i n d i v i d u a l s  

who comprise  F e a t u r e  1. I f  t h i s  were t h e  c a s e ,  however, I would e x p e c t  

t h a t  b o t h  o l d e r  and  younger i n d i v i d u a l s  would b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  which, 

s o  f a r ,  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e .  Also ,  d i s e a s e s  s u c h  a s  scurvy  and o t h e r  d e f i c i e n c y  

d i s e a s e s  should  l e a v e  ev idence  on t h e  s k e l e t o n s  and t h i s  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  

t o  b e  t h e  c a s e ,  a t  l e a s t  from the  p r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s .  The second 

h y p o t h e s i s ,  and t h e  one which p r e s e n t l y  seems b e s t  t o  f i t  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  s k e l e t o n s  we have exposed t o  d a t e  r e p r e s e n t  

t h e  crewmembers of whaleboats  who drowned o r  were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  dangerous  

b u s i n e s s  o f  harpooning and k i l l i n g  whales.  T h i s  would accoun t  n o t  o n l y  

f o r  t h e  m u l t i p l e  b u r i a l s  -- s e v e r a l  b o a t  crew members o r  even e n t i r e  

crews hav ing  been k i l l e d  when t h e i r  b o a t  o v e r t u r n e d  -- but  i t  a l s o  a c c o u n t s  

f o r  t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  age  range  and r o b u s t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s k e l e t o n s .  I f ,  

as  seems t o  b e  t h e  case, h a r p o o n e r s  and b o a t  crews were among t h e  b e t t e r  

pa id  members o f  a  whal ing e x p e d i t i o n ,  i t  s t a n d s  t o  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  men 



b e s t  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  might w e l l  have been o f  approx imate ly  

t h e  a g e s  o f  t h o s e  found on Saddle  ' Is land and t h a t  they  were s e l e c t e d  

on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  prowess -- of  which t h e  s k e l e t o n s  a l s o  

d i s p l a y  ample evidence.  A s  a  f i n a l  n o t e ,  i t  seems t h a t  t h e  b o a t  crews 

who shared  r i c h l y  i n  t h e  p r o f i t s  from a  s u c c e s s f u l  whaling voyage t o  

s o u t h e r n  Labrador and who probably  competed v i g o r o u s l y  f o r  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s ,  

were a l s o  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  enormous r i s k s  o f  h u n t i n g  wha les ,  a  f a c t  t o  

which t h e  cemetery  on Saddle  I s l a n d  b e a r s  d r a m a t i c  w i t n e s s .  

TWIN ISLAND, t h e  s m a l l  i s l a n d  s o u t h  and e a s t  o f  Sadd le  I s l a n d ,  

was a l s o  t h e  s c e n e  o f  s e v e r a l  e x c a v a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  1983 f i e l d  season .  

Excava t ions  were begun t h e r e  when Ralph Pas  t o r e  and Reginald  Auger ( t h i s  

volume) conducted e x c a v a t i o n s  a t  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  some o f  which 

a p p a r e n t l y  p e r t a i n  t o  r e c e n t  I n u l  t occupa t ions .  A t  two l o c a t i o n s ,  however, 

e a r l i e r  European m a t e r i a l  was found, some of  i t  c l o s e l y  resembl ing  1 6 t h  

c e n t u r y  m a t e r i a l  found on Saddle  I s l a n d .  A t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  p a s t  summer's 

e x c a v a t i o n s  a  small r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  had been exposed,  a  s t r a t i f i e d  

r e f  u s e  d e p o s i t  n e a r  a  whalebone t e n t  r i n g  a lmos t  c o m p l e t e l y  excava ted  , 
and a  pond a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  s t r u c t u r e  d r a i n e d ,  t e s t e d ,  and r e f i l l e d .  

A t  Twin Is land-1 (EkBc-5) a  s m a l l  r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  u t i l i z i n g  

a  n e a r  v e r t i c a l  bedrock o u t c r o p  f o r  one w a l l  was c o m p l e t e l y  exposed.  

The bedrock r u n s  rough ly  NNE by SSW and t h e  s t r u c t u r e  e x t e n d s  approx imate ly  

6 .5  m from t h e  r o c k  f a c e .  The o t h e r  d imension is  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8.0 

m. It i s  comprised o f  l a r g e  r o c k s  and s m a l l  bou lde rs  w i t h  p o s t  molds 

i n  t h e  c o r n e r s .  A t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  rock  f a c e ,  

a  g a p  i n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  and a  p a i r  of  p o s t  molds a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one met re  

a p a r t  a p p e a r  t o  d e f i n e  a  doorway. A p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  w a l l  o p p o s i t e  t h e  

n a t u r a l  rock  r e p r e s e n t s  a  double  w a l l  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  gap  f i l l e d  

w i t h  f i n e  beach g r a v e l  and s h e l l .  S e v e r a l  l a r g e  whale v e r t e b r a e  and 

r i b s  were found immediate ly  o u t s i d e  t h e  w a l l s  and a p p e a r  t o  have been 

used i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  Traces  o f  wood, e i t h e r  w a l l  

beams o r  roof s u p p o r t s ,  p a r a l l e l  two o f  t h e  w a l l s ,  and o t h e r  f r agments  

of degraded wood were found e l sewhere  i n  the  s t r u c t u r e .  The remains  

o f  a  f i r e p l a c e  composed o f  l a r g e  r e c t a n g u l a r  b l o c k s  o f  f l a t  s t o n e  mor ta red  

wi th  g r e y  c l a y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  used i n  the  tryworks and more r e c e n t  

s e a l i n g  ovens a r e  a p p a r e n t  on t h e  rock  ou tc rop .  Although t h i s  i s  t h e  



b e s t  d e f i n e d  s t r u c t u r e  we have t h u s  f a r  exposed a t  Red Bay, i t s  a g e  

and f u n c t i o n  r e m a i n  somewhat u n c e r t a i n .  The n a i l s  which a p p a r e n t l y  

f a s t e n e d  whatever frame was c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e r e  a r e  i d e n t i c a l ,  a t  l e a s t  

upon s u p e r f  i c i a l  i n s p e c t i o n ,  t o  t h o s e  from 1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  s t r u c t u r e s  on 

Sadd le  I s l a n d .  A s i n g l e  she rd  of g r e y  s toneware ,  i d e n t i f i e d  by Gerard 

G o s s e t t  of Parks  Canada as "Normandy stoneware" i s  a l s o  i d e n t i c a l  t o  

s h e r d s  from t h r e e  Basque s t r u c t u r e s  on  Sadd le  I s l a n d .  The use  o f  whalebone 

and  t h e s e  f e w  a r t i f a c t s  t h e r e f o r e  s u g g e s t  a  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  o r i g i n  f o r  

t h e  Twin Is land-1 s i t e .  However, t h e  e x c a v a t i o n  of  t h e  c o l l a p s e d  f i r e p l a c e  

r e v e a l e d  t h r e e  f ragments  o f  a  k a o l i n  smoking p ipe  wi th  a  s m a l l  b o r e  

d i a m e t e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  a  much l a t e r  p e r i o d .  While t h e s e  a r e  benea th  

t h e  r u b b l e  and c l a y  from t h e  c o l l a p s e d  f i r e p l a c e  and c o u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  

have been d e p o s i t e d  some t ime a f t e r  a  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  s t r u c t u r e  was abandoned,  

t h e y  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  ev idence  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  s u g g e s t e d  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  

o r i g i n  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  Wood c h a r c o a l  samples  o b t a i n e d  from t h e  f i r e p l a c e  

and wood from t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f  w i l l  be  submi t t ed  f o r  r a d i o c a r b o n  

a n a l y s i s  wi th  t h e  hope t h a t  they  w i l l  c l a r i f y  t h i s  c o n f u s i n g  p i c t u r e .  

Twin I s l a n d - 3  c o n s i s t s  of  a  whalebone t e n t  r i n g ,  an  a s s o c i a t e d  

midden,  and a  pond c o n t a i n i n g  l a r g e  amounts of  o r g a n i c  r e f u s e .  P a s t o r e  

and Auger ( t h i s  volume) t e s t e d  b o t h  t h e  t e n t  r i n g  and midden a r e a  where 

t h e y  recovered m a t e r i a l  d a t i n g  b o t h  from t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  and some l a t e r  

pe r iod .  More e x t e n s i v e  e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  midden a r e a  r e v e a l e d  a  s t r a t i f i e d  

d e p o s i t  c o n t a i n i n g  two c u l t u r e  l a y e r s .  The uppermost produced European 

m a t e r i a l  and a  s m a l l  soaps tone  pendant w i t h  a  d r i l l e d  h o l e  which p robab ly  

p e r t a i n  t o  a  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  I n u i t  o c c u p a t i o n  of  t h e  s i t e .  Most l i k e l y  

t h e  whalebone t e n t  r i n g  was a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  by t h e s e  people.  Beneath 

t h i s  more r e c e n t  m a t e r i a l ,  however, was a  l a y e r  of  wood c h i p s  and f r a g m e n t s ,  

b a l e e n ,  and o c c a s i o n a l  a r t i f a c t s  which a r e  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h o s e  from 1 6 t h  

c:entury d e p o s i t s  e l sewhere .  The wood c h i p s  a r e  l a r g e l y  o f  l o c a l  sof twoods  

,and s u g g e s t  t h a t  some c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  took p l a c e  t h e r e  i n  t h e  

16 t h  c e n t u r y .  A 1  t h o u g h  a d d i t i o n a l  e x c a v a t i o n s  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  

conf i rm i t ,  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t e n t  r i n g  may be superimposed upon a n  

o l d e r  Basque s t r u c t u r e .  Hopefu l ly ,  t h e s e  e x c a v a t i o n s  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  

d u r i n g  t h e  summer of  1984. 

The pond l o c a t e d  a  few m e t r e s  from t h e  I n u i t  t e n t  r i n g  and t h e  



s u s p e c t e d  Basque s t r u c t u r e  was d r a i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  t h e  

summer; t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o l l e c t e d  from t h e  s u r f a c e  of  a d e e p  d e p o s i t  o f  

s i l t  on  t h e  pond bottom s u g g e s t s  t h a t  o u r  h y p o t h e s i s  r e g a r d i n g  a  Basque 

s t r u c t u r e  nearby i s  p robab ly  c o r r e c t .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  more than a  dozer1 

whale v e r t e b r a e ,  a t  l e a s t  s i x  whale r i b s ,  and a  l a r g e  number o f  wood 

f ragments ,  t h r e e  a r t i f a c t s  from t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  were recovered .  

They i n c l u d e :  t h e  s i d e  of  a  r e e l  about  30 cm long ,  made from oak and 

i d e n t i c a l  t o  o t h e r s  from Saddle  I s l a n d ;  t h r e e  f ragments  o f  a t u r n e d  

bowl made from beech and v e r y  much l i k e  those  recovered by Parks  Canada 

d i v e r s  from t h e  San J u a n  (c f .  Ringer  1983:90, f i g u r e  6 ) ;  and an unusual  -- 
c u r v e d  hardwood a r t i f a c t  m o r t i s e d  a t  one  end which c o n t a i n s  a n  i r o n  

screw. It h a s  n o t  y e t  been i d e n t i f i e d  b u t  a p p e a r s  a s  i f  i t  might have 

been  t h e  hand le  o f  some weapon. We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  deep  oxygen-free 

s i l t  i n  t h e  bottom o f  t h i s  pond has  p rese rved  a  w e a l t h  o f  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  

(and p robab ly  l a t e r  I n u i t )  m a t e r i a l  and p l a n  a  major e x c a v a t i o n  d u r i n g  

1984 u s i n g  s i p h o n s  t o  remove t h e  s i l t  and pumps t o  p rov ide  a  balanced 

i n f l o w  o f  c l e a n  wa te r .  

T h i s  t e c h n i q u e  was used e f f e c t i v e l y  d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1983, 

a l t h o u g h  on a  much s m a l l e r  s c a l e ,  on s e v e r a l  s m a l l  ponds on Saddle  I s l a n d .  

I n  t h e s e  were p rese rved  wood, l e a t h e r ,  f e a t h e r s ,  bone, l e a d ,  i r o n ,  c e r a m i c s  

and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  d a t i n g  from b o t h  t h e  1 6 t h  and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s .  While 

d e s i g n e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  d e v i s e  s u i t a b l e  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  e x c a v a t i n g  such 

w a t e r l o g g e d  s i t e s  , t h e s e  l i r n i  t ed  e x c a v a t i o n s  produced a  l a r g e  number 

o f  a r t i f a c t s ,  most o f  them i n  a  remarkably  good s t a t e  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  

The q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y  o f  m a t e r i a l  from t h e s e  smal l  ponds and t h e  

d i s c o v e r y  o f  what a p p e a r  t o  b e  even r i c h e r  d e p o s i t s  on  b o t h  % i n  and 

S a d d l e  I s l a n d s  promise t o  p rov ide  a  sample o f  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  from 

t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  which we c a n  p r e s e n t l y  o n l y  imagine.  
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A SUMMARY OF FOUR CONTRACT ARCHAEOLOGY PROJECTS 

I N  NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR 

J. CaLlum Thomson 
Labrador Environmental  S e r v i c e s  

D u r i n g  1 9 8 3 ,  t h i s  c o n s u l t a n t  completed f o u r  c o n t r a c t s  i n v o l v i n g  

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  province .  Of t h e s e ,  t h r e e  have n o t  been 

r e l e a s e d  y e t  by t h e  Department o E  Environmclnt and t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  r e c e i v e  

o n l y  c u r s o r y  t r e a t m e n t  h e r e ;  t h e  o t h e r  h a s  been accep ted  by t h e  proponent  

and i s  summarized below. 

HISTORIC RESOURCES EVALUATION OF THE PROPOSED ROAD CORRIDOR FROM WABUSH 

TO ROSS BAY, LABRADOR. PREPARED FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 

GOVERNMENT OF NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR. 

The proposed highway r o u t e  between Labrador City/Wabush artd Ross 

Bay, Labrador  was surveyed and a s s e s s e d  f o r  i t s  t i l s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s  p o t e n t i a l  

and f o r  t h e  expec ted  l e v e l  o E impact upor1 t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  by t h e  development 

(Thomson 1983a).  The 64 km-long s e c t i o n  o f  highway i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  planned 

Trans-Labrador Highway which w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  connec t  t h e  Quebec r o u t e  

b e t w e e n  Mont rea l  and Fer~non t  w i t h  t h e  At lan tLc  c o a s t  towns o f  Happy 

Valley/Goose Bay. The s e c t i o n  under s t u d y  was exempted from t h e  f u l l  

env i ronmenta l  impact a s s e s s m e n t  p r o c e s s  p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s ,  

w i l d l i f e  and f i s h e r i e s  impacts  were examined. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  proposed 

highway r o u t e ,  t h r e e  days  were s p e n t  f l y i n g  and walking t h e  s u r v e y  l i n e ,  

s h o r e s  o f  a d j a c e n t  b o d i e s  o f  w a t e r ,  e s k e r s  and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  

and i n t e r v i e w i n g  in fo rmants .  The t o t a l  of known s i t e s  w i t h i n  t h e  development 

a r e a  amounted t o  one p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e  i n  t h e  Wabush r e g i o n ,  r e c e n t l y  

o b l i t e r a t e d  by mining a c t i v i t i e s ,  two h i s t o r i c  per iod I n d i a n  camp s i t e s  

c o n t a i n i n g  a n  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  amount o f  c r l l t u r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and one 

c u r r e n t l y  occupied Innu f i s h i n g  camp. M a t e r i a l  c o l l e c t e d  inc luded  two 

f r a g m e n t s  o f  s m a l l  mammal bone; m a t e r i a l  recorded h u t  n o t  c o l l e c t e d  

amounted t o  one ground and po l i shed  p r e h i s t o r i c  s t o n e  t o o l ;  f e a t u r e s  



o b s e r v e d  number two wood t e n t  f rames,  one  w i t h  a n  a s s o c i a t e d  c o b b l e  

h e a r t h ,  f i v e  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  t e n t  r i n g s  and e i g h t  s t o n e  r i n g  h e a r t h s ;  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  n a t i v e  s i t e s  r ecorded  c o n s i s t e d  of one e t h n o g r a p h i c a l l y  

i n  t e r e s t i n g  h u n t i n g l f i s h i n g  camp colnpr is ing two d w e l l i n g s  and s e v e r a l  

r e l a t e d  h i d e  and food p r e p a r a t i o n  a r e a s .  

Assuming t h a t  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  e n t i r e  s i t e  i n v e n t o r y  f o r  t h e  

proposed highway r o u t e ,  i t  would seem t o  conform w i t h  t h e  o p i n i o n s  and 

f i n d  i n g s  o  f  i n  Eorman t s , e t h n o g r a p h e r s ,  e x p l o r e r s  and a r c h a e o l o g i s t s ,  

and  w i  t h  l o c a l  a s s e s s m e n t s  of  game p o p u l a t i o n s ,  t h a t  p r e h i s t o r i c  and 

h i s t o r i c  n a t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  w a s  l i g h t  and 

s p o r a d i c .  P robab le  r e a s o n s  i n c l u d e  t h e  undependable and eas i ly -exhaus ted  

game s u p p l y  and t h e  absence w i t h i n  t h e  development a r e a  o f  a c c e s s  r o u t e s  

between t h e  i n t e r i o r  and t h e  c o a s t .  

I n  view o f  t h e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  f i n d i n g s ,  t h e  proponent 

was adv i sed  t h a t  no f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  need b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  t h e  

two h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  and t h a t  no avo idance  o r  o t h e r  m i t i g a t i v e  p rocedures  

be  employed; t h a t  t h e  contemporary  f i s h i n g  camp i s  i n  no d a n g e r  o f  d i r e c t  

impact and r e q u i r e s  no management p roposa l ;  and t h a t  t h e  s i n g l e  p r e h i s t o r i c  

s i t e  h a s  a l r e a d y  been d e s t r o y e d  by development.  A s  t h i s  r e p o r t  h a s  

n o t  y e t  been r e l e a s e d ,  no f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  

p u b l i c a t i o n .  

INITIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION OF THE ST. JOHN'S AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT 

PROJECT. PREPARED FOR TRANSPORT CANADA. 

An i n i t i a l  env i ronmenta l  e v a l u a t i o n  was commissioned by T r a n s p o r t  

Canada i n  advance o f  proposed f u t u r e  development o f  f a c i l i t i e s  and s e r v i c e s  

a t  S t .  John 's  A i r p o r t .  The s t u d y  r e p o r t e d  upon h e r e  was conducted under 

s u b c o n t r a c t  t o  CBCL L imi ted ,  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  and documents t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

f o r  d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

a r e a  (Thornson 1983b) . 
Research i n t o  a r c h i v a l ,  l i t e r a t u r e  and in fo rmant  s o u r c e s  r e v e a l e d  

t h a t  a l t h o u g h  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  a r e  numerous around S t .  John ' s  and a  few 

p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  about  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  t h e  Avalon 

P e n i n s u l a ,  none a r e  known t o  e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  o r  proposed b o u n d a r i e s  

o f  t h e  a i r p o r t .  However, s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  was c o l l e c t e d  t o  war ran t  



e i t h e r  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  a n y  development which d i s t u r b s  i n t a c t  segments 

o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o r  e x t e n s i v e  s u b s u r f a c e  t e s t i n g  p r i o r  t o  development.  

While no r i s k  i s  env i saged  t o  known h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  o r  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  a i r p o r t ,  a n  

ex tens ive ly -used  m i l i t a r y  road and s e v e r a l  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  m i l i t a r y  b a t t e r i e s  

a r e  known t o  have been c o n s t r u c t e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  e a s t e r n  boundary 

o f  t h e  a i r p o r t .  It was recommended t h a t  t h e s e  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  through 

a r c h i v a l  and f i e l d  r e s e a r c h .  

I n  sum, t h e  a i r p o r t  r e g i o n  seems on t h e  s u r f a c e  n o t  t o  be  r i c h  

i n  h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s  b u t  i s  c l o s e  enough t o  known h i s t o r i c  and p r e h i s t o r i c  

s i t e s  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  b e  warranted.  T h i s  r e p o r t  h a s  been 

a c c e p t e d  by t h e  proponent  b u t  n o t  y e t  r e l e a s e d  by t h e  Department of  

Environment,  s o  no f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  w i l l  be g i v e n  he re .  

PREPARATION OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR A N  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

OF THE PROPOSED TOTE ROAD BETWEEN ROSS BAY AND TWIN FALLS, LABRADOR. 

I N  PREPARATION FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, GOVERNMENT OF NEW- 

FOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR. 

T h i s  c o n t r a c t  was g r a n t e d  t o  Labrador  Environmental  S e r v i c e s  by 

t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  October ,  1983. We have 

been asked t o  draw up t h e  Terms o f  Refe rence  which w i l l  govern  t h e  conduc t  

o f  a f u l l  env i ronmenta l  impact  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  proposed s e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  t o t e  road between Ross Bay and Twin F a l l s ,  Labrador.  Our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

i n c l u d e s  c o n t a c t i n g  a l l  Government a g e n c i e s ,  p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s e s  and 

c i t i z e n  groups  who might  have c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  environment ,  h i s t o r i c a l  

r e s o u r c e s ,  b u s i n e s s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  socio- 

economic v a l u e s  o r  any o t h e r  a s p e c t  o f  l i f e  i n  Labrador  which w i l l  

be  a l t e r e d  by c o n s t r u c t l . o n  o f  t h e  road and t h e  e v e n t u a l  l i n k s  i t  w i l l  

p r o v i d e  w i t h  Montreal  and Goose Bay (Labrador  Environmental  S e r v i c e s  

n.d.). 

T h e s e  c o n c e r n s  w i l l  be i t emized  w i t h i n  t h e  Terms o f  Refe rence ,  

which w i l l  a l s o  i n c l u d e  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  and t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  

s e t t i n g ,  a n  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  proponent ' s  commitment t o  s t u d y  t h e  c o n c e r n s  

and  p r o v i d e  a p p r o p r i a t e  m i t i g a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ,  and a p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s t u d y  methodology t o  b e  employed by t h e  proponent  o r  i t s  c o n s u l t a n t s .  



Once accep ted  by t h e  Department o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t h i s  document w i l l  

be submi t t ed  t o  t h e  Department of  Environment f o r  r e v i e w  p r i o r  t o  commen- 

c.ement o f  t h e  Environmental  Impact Assessment p r o c e s s  i n  1984. 

I'ROPOSAL FOR MANAGEMENT OF THE DOKSET ESKIMO SOAPSTONE QUARRY AT FLEUR 

IE LYS, WHITE BAY, NEWFOUNDLAND. PREPARED FOR THE HISTORIC RESOURCES 

I)IVIS I O N ,  DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION AND YOUTH, GOVERNMENT OF 

NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR. 

Ln t r o d u c  t i o n  

Based  o n  r e s e a r c h  and f i e l d w o r k  conducted i n  1983, t h i s  r e p o r t  

summarizes a  f u l l  accoun t  t o  t h e  H i s t o r i c  Resources D i v i s i o n  (Thomson 

1983c) of t h e  D o r s e t  Eskimo s o a p s t o n e  q u a r r y  a t  F l e u r  d e  Lys ,  n o r t h e r n  

lla i e  Ver t e  P e n i n s u l a  ( F i g u r e  I ) ,  i t s  p r e s e n t  and p a s t  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  

t h e  e x t e n t  of  a l l  known worked o u t c r o p s  and t h e i r  s t a t e  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  

and p r e s e n t s  a  p l a n  f o r  management o f  t h e  proposed P r o v i n c i a l  H i s t o r i c  

S i t e .  A pho tograph ic  and ground s u r v e y  o f  t h e  F l e u r  d e  Lys a r e a  was 

conducted i n  October ,  1983, i n  o r d e r  t h a t :  

a .  p r e v i o u s l y  unrecorded o u t c r o p s  o f  abor iginal ly-worked s o a p s t o n e  

b e  l o c a t e d  and documented; 

b. t h e  p r e s e n t  l e v e l  of vanda l i sm,  n a t u r a l  e r o s i o n  and o t h e r  forms 

o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  q u a r r y  be  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  r ecorded  and compared w i t h  

p r e v i o u s  l e v e l s ,  and measures  proposed t o  combat t h i s  l o s s ;  

c .  p e d e s t r i a n  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  main p a r t  o f  t h e  q u a r r y  b e  p lanned ;  

d .  a  programme of  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  a t  t h e  s i t e  and i n  t h e  

n e a r  v i c i n i t y  be  s u g g e s t e d ;  

e .  a  l a n d  s u r v e y o r  b e  guided around t h e  q u a r r y  p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  

t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  an  a r e a l  s u r v e y  f o r  s i t e  d e c l a r a t i o n  purposes ;  

f .  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  development o f  t h e  

q u a r r y  a s  a  P r o v i n c i a l  H i s t o r i c  S i t e  b e  g a t h e r e d  and a s s e s s e d .  

The s o a p s t o n e  q u a r r y  was u t i l i z e d  by Dorse t  Eskimos o v e r  a  pe r iod  

o f  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  mi l lennium B.C. a n d / o r  t h e  

f i r s t  mi l lennium A.D. Unl ike  members o f  t h e  I n d i a n  c u l t u r e s  who preceeded 

and fol lowed Dores t  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  I s l a n d  and who cooked o v e r  open 

wood f i r e s ,  t h e  D o r s e t  depended upon s o a p s t o n e  f o r  manufac tu re  o f  cooking 



p o t s ,  bowls and s e a l  o i l  lamps. Thousands of  blocks  o f  t h e  s t o n e  (preforms)  

were e x t r a c t e d  from c l i f f  and boulder  f a ce s  f o r  t h i s  purpose and s c a r s  

from the  removal of t h e  preforms a r e  p l a i n l y  v i s i b l e  on  soaps tone  ou t c rops  

around t h e  t o m  of F l e u r  de  Lys. While most l o c a l i t i e s  have surv ived  

much a s  t h e y  were l e f t  by t h e  Dorse t ,  some more v i s i b l e  and a c c e s s i b l e  

g roups  of workings have a t t r a c t e d  many g e n e r a t i o n s  of  g r a f f i t i  a r t i s t  s 

and o t h e r  more m a l i c i o u s  vanda ls .  Th.Ls damage, i n  combinat ion w i th  

n a t u r a l  e ro s ion  and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  development,  i s  r a p i d l y  d e s t r o y i n g  

and de f ac ing  p a r t s  of  t h i s  unique and h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s t o r i c  resource .  

The r e p o r t  recommends t h a t  immediate a t t e n t i o n  should be paid t o  e l i m i n a t i n g  

vandal ism and combating e r o s i o n  a t  t h e  s i t e ,  i n c r e a s i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge 

of p r e h i s t o r i c  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  qua r ry  and a s s o c i a t e d  t r a d i n g  p r a c t i s e s  

and h a b i t a t i o n  p a t t e r n s ,  and p r e sen t i ng  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  i n  a  manner 

a t t r a c t i v e  t o  and unders tandab le  t o  t h e  pub l i c .  

F l eu r  d e  Lys soaps tone  qua r ry  

The main p a r t  o f  t h e  qua r ry ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of s e v e r a l  d i s c r e t e  l o c i  

o r  g roups  of  removal s c a r s ,  i s  s i t u a t e d  nea r  t h e  e a s t  end of  t h e  town 

of F l eu r  d e  Lys, on t h e  n o r t h e r n  t i p  of  t h e  Baie Ver te  Pen insu la .  A 

secondary worked o u t c r o p  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  southwest  ex t r emi ty  of town. 

A l l  l o c i  a r e  similar i n  t h a t  they  d i s p l a y  ev idence  of  having been horizon- 

t a l l y  mined of  b locks  of  soaps tone ;  t h e s e  b locks ,  o r  p r e fo rms ,  were 

u l t i m a t e l y  d e s t i n e d  t o  be  reduced t o  cooking p o t s ,  bowls and sha l low 

lamps f u e l l e d  by s e a l  o i l .  Dorset  quar ry ing  a c t i v i t y  p robab ly  spanned 

a  per iod of  s e v e r a l  hundred y e a r s ,  judging by t h e  Investment  of  t ime 

which must have been involved i n  t he  removal of t h e  l a r g e  number of 

preforms from t h e  s i t e ,  l e a v i n g  a  phenomenon known l o c a l l y  a s  " the  Ind ian  

carvings" .  These are a c t u a l l y  c l i f f  and boulder  f a c e s  d i s p l a y i n g  rectang- 

u l a r ,  c i r c u l a r  and ova l  s c a r s  where t h e  preforms had been removed success -  

f u l l y ,  and c i r c u m s c r i b e d  p r o t r u s i o n s  where removal had been abor ted  

because o f  an unseen f l a w  i n  t h e  rock. The f o o t  of t he se  f a c e s  i s  l i t t e r e d  

t o  a  dep th  o f  s e v e r a l  me t r e s  wi th  d e b r i s  from the  removal of preforms,  

d i s c a r d e d  h a r d  s t o n e  qua r ry ing  t o o l s ,  n a t u r a l l y  e rod ing  bedrock and 

accumulated s o i l .  Some of  t h e  undercut  c l i f f  f a c e s  may have had t h r e e  

o r  f o u r  l a y e r s  of  b locks  removed a s  t h e  concav i t y  occas iona lLy  exceeds  



1.5  m; e x c a v a t i o n  a t  t h e  b a s e  of  t h e  c l i f f  i n  one l o c a l i t y  r e v e a l e d  

s c a r s  a s  d e e p  a s  1.5 rn and c a r v i n g s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  be  a s  d e e p  a s  2.5 

rn below t h e  s u r f a c e  on  a  nea rby  o u t c r o p  which forms one w a l l  of  a  w e l l .  

Thus i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  more t h a n  500 v1sibl .e  s c a r s ,  sometimes r i s i n g  

t o  a  h e i g h t  o f  more than  3.5 m above p r e s e n t  ground l e v e l ,  a c c o u n t  f o r  

o n l y  a  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  v e s s e l  preforms removed from t h i s  q u a r r y .  

While t h i s  s i t e  i s  thought  t o  b e  unique i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  and ,  by 

v i r t u e  o f  i t s  s i z e  and g e n e r a l l y  good s t a t e  of  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  h i g h l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  as a  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  p r e h i s t o r i c  t echno logy ,  l i t t l e  

s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  h a s  been  conducted t o  d e l i m i t  i t s  s i z e ,  t o  d a t e  

i ts p e r i o d s  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  a r e a l  and temporal  b o u n d a r i e s  

o f  e x p o r t  o f  i t s  p r o d u c t ,  o r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

involved i n  s o a p s t o n e  e x t r a c t i o n  and r e d u c t i o n .  It r e c e i v e s  b r i e f  men t ion  

i n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  d a t i n g  back t o  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  (Lloyd 1875; Howley 

191 5; J e n n e s s  1932; Wintemberg 1940; Linnemae 1975; LeBlanc and Car ignan 

n.d.) , b u t  no t  u n t i l  1981 d i d  r e s e a r c h  a p p a r e n t l y  exceed casual .  g a t h e r i n g  

o f  s u r f a c e  specimens  and photography. I n  1981, C h r i s t o p h e r  Nagle s p e n t  

two weeks a t  t h e  s i t e  e x c a v a t i n g  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  main c l i f f ,  measur ing 

removal s c a r s  and preforms s t i l l  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  bedrock ,  and t a k i n g  

g e o l o g i c a l  samples ,  from which he p repared  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  on t h e  

t echno logy  invo lved  i n  removal of t h e  preforms (Nag le  1982). 

Based on i n  format i o n  accumulated from t h e s e  s o u r c e s ,  from p e r s o n a l  

o b s e r v a t i o n s  a t  t h e  s i te  over  a p e r i o d  of two y e a r s ,  and from l o c a l  

i n t e r v i e w s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  F l e u r  d e  Lys s o a p s t o n e  q u a r r y  

was u t i l i z e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  by Dorse t Eskimos. However, un ti1 more e x t e n s i v e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h i s  s l t e  was a l s o  

known t o  Mari t ime Archaic  I n d i a n s  a s  a s o u r c e  o f  s o a p s t o n e  f o r  plummets 

and amule t s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Dorse t  a r r i v a l  on t h e  I s l a n d  shou ld  n o t  be  

r u l e d  o u t .  No e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  t o  s u p p o r t  Howley (1915)  and Lloyd 's  

( 1 8 7 5 )  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  Beothuk I n d i a n s  used soaps tone  f o r  lamps and 

c o o k i n g  v e s s e l s  o r  t h a t  they  v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e  a s  Howley m a i n t a i n s .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  a p a r t  from some now f a i n t  F rench  names i n s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  rock 

f a c e ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  whether a s  r e p o r t e d  by some l o c a l  i n f o r m a n t s ,  t h e  

F r e n c h  s e a s o n a l  s e t t l e r s  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  any o f  " t h e  ca rv ings" .  

E x c l u s i v e  and l e n g t h y  Dorse t  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  q u a r r y  i s  suppor ted  



by  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e v i d e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  number o f  p re fo rms  

removed, p re fo rm morphology,  t h e  u s e  o f  u n i f o r m  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  

p r o c e s s  ( ~ a g l e  1 9 8 2 ) ,  and t h e  i n v e n t o r y  o f  a r t i f a c t s  c o l l e c t e d  from 

t h e  s i t e  i n c l u d i n g  c h e r t  b l a d e s ,  p o s s i b l e  b u r i n - l i k e - t o o l  f r a g m e n t s  

and  a s o a p s t o n e  v e s s e l  ( d e s c r i b e d  be low) .  Da t ing  of  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  ex- 

p l - o i t a t i o n  i s  n o t  y e t  p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  c h e m i c a l l y  d a t e a b l e  

m a t e r i a l  s u c h  as  c h a r c o a l  i n  t h e  q u a r r y  s i te .  Added t o  t h i s  problem 

i s  t h e  l a c k  o f  known h a b i t a t i o n  s i t e s  a t  F l e u r  d e  Lys ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  o r  

u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f i n i s h e d  v e s s e l s  o r  v e s s e l  f r a g m e n t s  which c o u l d  b e  

d a t e d  t y p o l o g i c a l l y ,  a n d  t h e  d e a r t h  o f  a s s o c i a t e d  d i a g n o s t i c  t o o l s .  

E x c a v a t i o n  a t  t h e  s i t e ,  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  t h e  vc.sseL found a t  

t h e  s i t e ,  and r e c o v e r y  o f  t h e  LeBlanc ICar ignan  c o l l e c t i o n  would h e l p  

s o l v e  t h i s  problem. An e s t i m a t e  f o r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  c e n t u r i e s  

o f  t h e  f i r s t  m i l l e n n i u m  A.D. was p rov ided  by Linnemae from compar ison  

o f  s o a p s t o n e  from F l e u r  d e  Lys and t h e  d a t e d  s i t e  a t  Sop ' s  I s l a n d  (Linnamae 

1975:  72,  207-208). T h i s  seems t o  be  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  l i m i t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  l i t h i c  t o o l s  c o l l e c t e d  by LeBlanc and C a r i g n a n  (n .d . ) .  

The  F l e u r  d e  Lys c o v e  may have  been  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  a b o r i g i n a l  

h a b i t a t i o n  as w e l l  a s  s o a p s t o n e  procurement .  The p r e s e n t  env i ronmen t  

o f f e r s  a s a f e  b o a t  a p p r o a c h  and s h e l t e r e d  b e a c h e s ,  e n c i r c l i n g  h i l l s  

t o  d e f l e c t  w inds ,  a  s o u t h e a s t w a r d  f a c i n g  a s p e c t  f o r  maximum w i n t e r  s u n ,  

f r e s h  w a t e r ,  abundan t  hard-  and soft-wood and p l e n t i f u l  game. S e a l s  

abound i n  t h e  bay  and on  o f f s h o r e  i c e  from November u n t i l  May, sa lmon 

and cod f i s h i n g  i s  r e p u t e d l y  t h e  f i n e s t  on t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o a s t ,  s e a  

f o w l ,  p a r t r i d g e  and s e v e r a l  k i n d s  o f  b e r r i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  l a r g e  

n u m b e r s ,  a n d  c a r i b o u  now o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s e e n  were  c e r t a i n l y  much 

more numerous i n  f o r m e r  times. Surveys  have  n o t  y e t  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  

r e m a i n s  o f  h a b i t a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e s ,  middens ,  s o a p s t o n e  r e d u c t i o n  s t a t i o n s ,  

o r  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  which would p rove  t h a t  t l ie  D o r s e t  s p e n t  more t ime  

h e r e  t h a n  was r e q u i r e d  f o r  s o a p s t o n e  p re fo rm e x t r a c t i o n .  However, t h e  

d i s c o v e r y  o f  some l i t h i c  t o o l s  u n r e l a t e d  t o  s o a p s t o n e  q u a r r y i n g ,  a  f i n i s h e d  

v e s s e l  and t h e  r e p o r t e d  w e a l t h  o f  con tempora ry  f a u n a l  and o t h e r  food 

r e s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  need f o r  f'r1rtI1c.r i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  documcnt t h e  

e x t e n t  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  D o r s e t  and o t h e r  p r e h i s t o r i c  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Bay. 



The q u a r r y i n g  p r o c e s s  seems t o  have been c o n s i s t e n t  i n  a l l  f i v e  

known l o c i ,  and h a s  been w e l l  documented f o r  L o c a l i t i e s  1 and 2  by Nagle 

(1982: 116-118). I n  summary, t h e  shape of  t h e  s c a r s  and t h e  s t i l l - a t t a c h e d  

a b o r t e d  p r e f o r m s  r a n g e s  f rom r e c t a n g u l a r  th rough  s u b - r e c t a n g u l a r  t o  

o v a l  and round , and most preforms v a r y  between 20-25 cm i n  width  and 

25-30 cm i n  l e n g t h .  Excep t ions  t o  t h i s  r ange  i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  o v e r s i z e  

s c a r s  and a  few m i n i a t u r e  i n c i s e d  rounded s c a r s  and preforms c l o s e  t o  

ground l e v e l  on b o u l d e r s  and o u t c r o p s .  Nagle s p e c u l a t e s  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  

were p robab ly  t h e  work of  c h i l d r e n  i m i t a t i n g  t h e i r  e l d e r s .  

P r e f o r m s  - l a r g e  b l o c k s  of  s o a p s t o n e  s e v e r a l  c e n t i m e t r e s  t h i c k  

- were formed on t h e  rock f a c e  by a  p r o c e s s  of  s c r a p i n g  a  d e p r e s s i o n  

a round  t h e  r e q u i r e d  b lock  w i t h  a  h a r d ,  hand-held , c r u d e l y  sharpened 

s t o n e  t o o l .  Removal of t h e  prepared b l o c k  t h e n  e n t a i l e d  l e v e r i n g  o r  

s t r i k i n g  from a n  open s i d e  o f t e n  made a c c e s s i b l e  through p r i o r  removal 

o f  an  a d j a c e n t  preform. The p l e n t i f u l  hammerstones found a t  t h e  s i t e  

( c f .  Linnemae 1975: 208) may have played some p a r t  i n  t h i s  f i n a l  p r o c e s s ,  

w h i l e  o t h e r s  have been more r e c e n t l y  used by v i s i t o r s  i n t e n t  on  d e f a c i n g  

t h e  s i te  w i t h  t h e i r  i n i t i a l s .  Any o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  used by t h e  Dorse t  

f o r  l e v e r s ,  s u c h  a s  wood, i v o r y  and a n t l e r ,  would have d i s i n t e g r a t e d  

l o n g  ago. Most p re fo rms ,  once  d e t a c h e d ,  were p robab ly  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  

t h e i r  p l a c e  of  t r a d e  a n d / o r  use  b e f o r e  be ing  gouged o u t  i n t o  v e s s e l s .  

The s u b s t a n t i a l  weight  o f  even one preform s u g g e s t s  t h a t  w i n t e r  t r a n s p o r -  

t a t i o n  by s l e d  over  snow and i c e  might have been e a s i e r  t h a n  summer 

movement by b o a t  (assuming t h a t  t h e  NewEoundland Dorset  possessed  e i t h e r  

o r  b o t h  s l e d s  and wa te r  c r a f t ) .  The h y p o t h e s i s  of  w i n t e r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  s i t e  might  a l s o  be suppor ted  by t h e  abundance o f  s e a l s  h e r e  i n  

t h i s  s e a s o n ,  and t h e  ready  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  snow which might have d r i f t e d  

t o  form a  n a t u r a l  p l a t f o r m  from which t o  r e a c h  t h o s e  s c a r s  l o c a t e d  a t  

l e a s t  twice  man's h e i g h t  above t h e  p r e s e n t  ground l e v e l .  I f  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  

is c o r r e c t  we might  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  e v i d e n c e  of  s u b s t a n t i a l  w i n t e r  d w e l l i n g s  

w i t h i n  commuting d i s t a n c e  of  t h e  quar ry .  

Quarry  l o c i  

L o c a l i t y  1. L o c a l i t i e s  1 and 2 ,  two of  t h e  major  l o c i  a t  t h e  q u a r r y  

h a v e  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  p r e v i o u s l y  by Nagle (1982: 106-1 1 3 ) .  L o c a l i t y  1 



i s  t h e  most obv ious ,  l a r g e s t  g r o u p i n g ,  p a r t i a l l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  by Howley 

(1915: P l a t e  XXXII), J e n n e s s  (1932:231),  Wintemberg (1940: P l a t e  XV(1)) , 
and Linnamae (1975: P l a t e  12d) ,  b e s t  known t o  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  and r e c i p i e n t  

o f  most of  t h e  vandal ism a t  t h e  s i t e .  Removal s c a r s  a r e  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  

grouped a long  180 m of c l i f f  f a c e ,  bedrock o u t c r o p s  and b o u l d e r s  commencing 

n e a r  t h e  h ighway  and d i s a p p e a r i n g  i n t o  t h e  h i l l s i d e .  C l u s t e r i n g  o f  

s c a r s  and avo idance  of  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a r e a s  probably  r e f l e c t s  p r e f e r e n c e  

f o r  t h e  q u a l i t y  and c o n s t i t u e n t  e l ements  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e s e  d i s c r e t e  

l o c a t i o n s ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  e a s e  of a c c e s s  t o  new preform b l o c k s  c r e a t e d  

by t h e  p r i o r  removal o f  a n  a d j a c e n t  b lock  and ( s h e e r  s p e c u l a  t i o n )  i n d i v i d u a l ,  

f a m i l y  o r  band boundar ies .  Excava t ion  a t  t h e  base  of t h e  c l i f f  i n  1981 

r e v e a l e d  t h a t  s c a r s  ex tend  w e l l  below p r e s e n t  ground s u r f a c e  and a r e  

now h idden  by n a t u r a l  d e b r l s  and t a i l i n g s  from preform removal o p e r a t i o n s .  

Some 350 removal s c a r s  and preforms a r e  v i s i b l e  a t  t h i s  l o c a l i t y .  

The group o f  workings  c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  road has r e c e i v e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

amount o f  damage i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  - i n i t i a l s  c  irved o r  pecked i n t o  t h e  

f a c e  of t h e  o u t c r o p  - because  of  i t s  low, exposed,  r e l a t i v e l y  smooth, 

a c c e s s i b l e  s u r f a c e .  Several .  new s e t s  o f  i n i t i a l s  20-30 cm h igh  were 

s a v a g e l y  pecked i n t o  t h e  rock f a c e  d u r i n g  1983; damage t o  t h e  r e s t  of  

t h i s  l o c a l i t y  h a s  been conf ined  l a r g e l y  t o  f l a t  s l a b s  which have f a l l e n  

o f f  t h e  c l i f f  f a c e .  Th i s  g r a f f i t i  i n c l u d e s  I n t r i c a t e  d e p i c t i o n s  o f  

s a i l i n g  s h i p s  b e a r i n g  some s i m i l a r i t y  t o  Micmac pe t rog lyphs  on t h e  Medway 

R i v e r ,  Nova S c o t i a ,  examined by Brian Molyneaux ( 1  983) ,  which may i n d i c a t e  

t h e  a n t i q u i t y  of  and m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  p r o c l i v i t y  ~ o w a r d s  g r a f f i t i - w r i t i n g ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  myriad i n i t i a l s ,  d a t e s  and names. Damage t o  t h e  po t  s c a r s  

and preforms i s  l e s s  v i s i b l e  and h a s  been l i m i t e d  t o  pecking a t  p r o t r u s i o n s  

w i t h  hammerstones. 

L o c a l i t y  2. Nagle 's  L o c a l i t y  2  i s  l o c a t e d  1 km west  of  L o c a l i t y  

1, a t  t h e  head of  a  s m a l l ,  s h e l t e r e d  cove. Eleven l a r g e  b o u l d e r s  a t  

t h e  w a t e r ' s  edge c o n t a i n  approx imate ly  f i f t y  s c a r s  and p re fo rms ,  some 

of  which a r e  now submerged a t  h i g h  t i d e .  T h e i r  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  i c e  and 

w a t e r  e r o s i o n  i s  tes tament  t o  t h e  h a r d n e s s  of  t h e  s o a p s t o n e  i n  t h i s  

a r e a .  D e s p i t e ,  o r  perhaps  because  of  t h e  p resence  of  s e v e r a l  houses  

around t h i s  bay,  no t r a c e  of  vandal ism i s  e v i d e n t .  No Dorse t  o r  o t h e r  

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  m a t e r i a l  h a s  been found i n  b u i l d i n g  o r  g a r d e n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  



i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  

L o c a l i t y  3. L o c a l i t y  3 is  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  e a s t  end of t o m ,  250 

km from L o c a l i t y  1. Approximately 50 s c a r s  a r e  v i s i b l e  above t h e  p r e s e n t  

g r o u n d  s u r f a c e ,  which h a s  been r a i s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  r e c e n t  decades  

by ga rden ing  a c t i v i t i e s  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  r o o t  c e l l a r  a g a i n s t  t h e  

o u t c r o p ,  a s  w e l l  a s  by n a t u r a l ,  a c c u m r ~ l a t i o n  of  s o i l  and v e g e t a t i o n .  

I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  many more removal s c a r s  and preforms a r e  h idden 

below t h a n  a r e  v i s i b l e  above ground. No l i t h i c  t o o l s  o r  d e b i t a g e  were 

s e e n  i n  a  qu ick  s u r v e y  of  t h e  garden.  Other  r e p o r t e d  g roups  of  workings 

a t  t h i s  l o c a l i t y  a r e  now covered by t h i c k  undergrowth and b a c k f i l l  from 

a  g r a v e l  q u a r r y i n g  a t t e m p t  by t h e  l o c a l  road crew. 

S e v e r a l  o u t c r o p s  of  s o a p s t o n e  o c c u r  on t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r  between 

L o c a l i t y  1 and 3;  a l l  a r e  badly  eroded because o f  t h e i r  u n s h e l t e r e d  

p o s i t i o n ,  l a c k  of p r o t e c t i v e  v e g e t a t i o n ,  and p rox imi ty  t o  s e v e r a l  households  

o f  c h i l d r e n .  No s c a r s  o r  preforms were s e e n ,  a l t h o u g h  some may l i e  

h idden benea th  e x t e n s i v e  t a l u s  s l o p e s .  

L o c a l i t y  4. L o c a l i t y  4  o c c u p i e s  a n o t h e r  s m a l l  cove,  a b o u t  400 

m e a s t  o f  L o c a l i t y  2. A l o c a l  in fo rmant  t o l d  me t h a t  a s  a  c h i l d  he 

had played among " t h e  c a r v i n g s " ,  s c r a p i n g  t h e  bedrock t o  o b t a i n  powder 

f o r  warpa in t .  He remembered t h a t  a  dozen o r  s o  more s c a r s  used t o  be  

p r e s e n t  t h a n  a r e  now v i s i b l e ;  a p p a r e n t l y  a  h i g h e r  s e a  l e v e l  o r  t h e  a c t i o n  

of  i c e  and waves have removed t h e  workings o r  t h e  b o u l d e r s  upon which 

they  were s i t u a t e d .  There a r e  now seven s c a r s  r emain ing ,  one on a l a r g e  

b o u l d e r  i n  t h e  s e a ,  t h e  o t h e r s  on b o u l d e r s  o r  c l i f f  f c e s  above t h e  beach.  

The s c a r s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  s h a l l o w  and s m a l l e r  than  t h o s e  a t  o t h e r  l o c a l i t i e s ,  

and always w e l l  i s o l a t e d  from each  o t h e r ,  g i v i n g  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  

t h i s  was a  t e s t  l o c a t i o n  abandoned when s u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y  s o a p s t o n e  was 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  d i s c o v e r e d .  

During basement e x c a v a t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago  a t  a  house 

n e a r  L o c a l i t y  4 ,  a  s m a l l  c o m p l e t e  s o a p s t o n e  v e s s e l  was d i s c o v e r e d .  

D e s c r i p t i o n s  r a n g e  be tween  o v a l  and r e c t a n g u l a r ,  s o  t h a t  a s sessment  

o f  f u n c t i o n  and temporal  placement a r e  imposs ib le  u n t i l  i t  i s  r e t u r n e d  

t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  from O n t a r i o ,  where i t  now r e s i d e s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  

comple te ,  f i n i s h e d  s o a p s t o n e  v e s s e l  known from F l e u r  de  Lys. 



L o c a l i t y  5. P r i o r  t o  t h e  c u t t i n g  o f  t h e  new road th rough  t h e  s o a p s t o n e  

o u t c r o p  which c o n t i n u e s  s o u t h w e s t  from L o c a l i t y  1, s e v e r a l  s c a r s  and 

p re fo rms  were known t o  e x i s t  n o r t h  of  ~ o d a l i t : . ~  4. Most were  destroyc.d 

by b l a s t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  road  c u t t i n g  work; on1.y o n e  i s  now v i s i b l e ,  on 

t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  c u t .  

I n  summary ,  f i v e  d i s c r e t e  l o c a t i o n s  arc,  now known t o  have  bec?n 

u t i l i z e d  f o r  s o a p s t o n e  preEorm e x t r a c t i o n  i n  t h e  F l e u r  d e  Lys a re t i .  

Each shows e v i d e n c e  o f  s i m i l a r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  methodology i n  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  

p r o c e s s ,  morphology o f  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  s c a r s  and preform f r a g m e n t s  e x h i b i t s  

b a s i c  homogenei ty ,  and t h e  small number o f  d i a g n o s t i c  a r t i f a c t s  ( a l t h o u g h  

unseen  by t h e  a u t h o r )  seem t o  d e r i v e  from t h e  same c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  

namely t h e  D o r s e t  c u l t u r e .  Accumula t ion  o f  q u a r r y i n g  d e b i t a g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  

s c r a p e r s ,  hammerstones and  s o a p s t o n e  w a s t e ,  n a t u r a l l y  e r o d i n g  bed rock ,  

windblown and w a t e r b o r n e  s o i l ,  and  v e g e t a t i o n  h a s  c r e a t e d  a n  o v e r b u r d e n  

i n  p l a c e s  e x c e e d i n g  two metres i n  d e p t h .  Whi le  o v e r  500 s c a r s  and v e s s e l  

p re fo rms  are c u r r e n t l y  known and v i s i b l e  on  t h e  r o c k  f a c e s ,  t h o s e  below 

ground and t h e  m u l t i p l e  rows removed from what a r e  now c a v e s  and ove rhangs  

p o t e n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r e a l  number o f  v e s s e l  p re fo rms  q u a r r i e d  t o  

many t i m e s  t h i s  number. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  is  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  o t h e r  g r o u p s  

have  n o t  y e t  b e e n  l o c a t e d  and s t i l l  o t h e r s  may have  been  d e s t r o y e d  by 

p a s t  human a c t i v i t i e s  and  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  e v e n t s .  Vandalism c o n s i s t i n g  

o f  hammering o f  p r o j e c t i n g  p r e f o r m s ,  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  peck ing  o f  t h e  r o c k  

f a c e  and ,  most  p e r v a s i v e  and v i s i b l e ,  s c r a t c h i n g  o r  peck ing  of names 

and i n i t i a l s  and p i c t o r i a l  images  i n t o  F l a t  s t i r f a c e s  h a s  been  c o n f i n e d  

m o s t l y  t o  L o c a l i t y  1, b u t  h a s  s e e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  two 

y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  mos t  r e c e n t  wave o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t  began a t  t h e  

s i te .  It i s  v i t a l  t h a t  m e a s u r e s  b e  implemented t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i o n  

o f  a un ique  h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e .  

S i  t e  manag emen t 

R e c e n t  s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a  r e s u r g e n c e  i n  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  

a n d  t h e  t e m p o r a r i l y  d e p r e s s e d  r e g t o n a l  economy, which h a s  s h a r p e n e d  

t h e  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  i n s t i n c t s  o f  a segment o f  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

r e q u i r e  t h a t  somc3 form o f  management programme be  implPmvnted a t  t h e  

F l e u r  d e  Lys s o a p s t o n e  q u a r r y  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  s i t e ,  p r o v i d e  c~nployment  



and c r e a t e  a  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n .  The e x t e n s i v e  s i z e  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  wh ich  

s t r e t c h e s  o v e r  a t  l e a s t  one  k i lome  t r e ,  and t h e  l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  n a t u r e  

o  T t h e  town which  s u r r o u n d s  t h e  q u a r r y ,  o b v i o u s l y  p r e c l u d e  deve lopmen t  

of  t h e  whole s i t e  and p o s s i b l y  d i c t a t e  a g a i n s t  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  a l l  l o c i  

w i t h i n  a P r o v i n c i a l  H i s t o r i c  S i t e .  The v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  worked 

o u t c r o p s  t o  v a n d a l i s m  and w e a t h e r i n g  demands some form, o f  p h y s i c a l  p r e s e r -  

v a t i o n  t o  augment  t h e  Act p r o t e c t i n g  t h i s  and a l l  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i tes;  

c o n c o m i t a n t l y ,  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  t h e  s i t e  merits c o n t i n u i n g  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  

s t u d y  and a c c e s s i b i l i t y  by i n t e r e s t e d  members o f  t h e  p u b l i c .  The F l e u r  

d e  L y s  s o a p s t o n e  q u a r r y ,  which seems t o  have  w i t h s t o o d  mos t  n a t u r a l  

i m p a c t s  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two thousand y e a r s ,  i s  s u d d e n l y  b e i n g  a s s a i l e d  

on s e v e r a l  f r o n t s  t o  s u c h  a d e g r e e  t h a t  i t  r e q u i r e s  immedia te  and c o n t i n u i n g  

p r o t e c t i o n  m e a s u r e s  which w i l l  s a f e g u a r d  i t s  f u t u r e ,  p e r m i t  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  

o f  a  l e g i t i m a t e  n a t u r e ,  p r e v e n t  damage by v a n d a l s  and i n n o c e n t  p e d e s t r i a n  

t r a f f i c ,  h a 1  t a t t r i t i o n  by deve lopmen t  and undue l e v e l s  o f  n a t u r a l  e r o s i o n ,  

a n d  p e r h a p s  be i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  b o o s t i n g  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  economy t h r o u g h  

i n c r e a s e d  t o u r i s t  a c t i v i t y .  

C o n c l u s i o n  

A s u r v e y  o f  t h e  F l e u r  d e  L y s  a r e a  and o f  l o c a l  i n f o r m a n t s  g a t h e r e d  

i n f o r m a t i o n  on  f i v e  d i s c r e t e  o u t c r o p s  which  had been  worked by D o r s e t  

E s k i m o s ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  t h r e e  from t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o r d e d  t o t a l  o f  

known l o c a l i t i e s .  I t  c a n  be e x p e c t e d  t h a t  o t h e r  m i n o r  l o c a t i o n s  l i e  

u n d e t e c t e d  b e n e a t h  b r u s h  c o v e r  and i n  u n i n h a b i t e d  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

o f  town. Groups o f  s c a r s  and p re fo rms  were r e c o r d e d  and p h o t o g r a p h e d ,  

i ~ n d  t h e  amount o f  g r a f f i t i  and o t h e r  v a n d a l i s t i c  a b u s e  n o t e d .  

Thrcle a c c e s s  r o u t e s  from t h e  main  road  t o  L o c a l i t y  1 were  proposed  

and  one  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  most  s u i t a b l e .  S u g g e s t i o n s  were  made as t o  

t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  c,ach s o a p s t o n e  working  l o c a l i t y  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

b u r i a l  o r  o t h e r  t r e a t m e n t .  It was p roposed  t h a t  a t  some time i n  t h e  

f u t u r e  a museum be  p l anned  which would b e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  ma in  o u t c r o p  

a n d  w o u l d  h o u s e  some r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D o r s e t  a r t i f a c t s  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  

p a n e l s .  Two l o c a t i o n s  were  s u g g e s t e d .  

The l a n d  s u r v e y o r  was g u i d e d  a round  t h e  q u a r r y  s i t e  and  p l a n s  for  

deve lopmen t  d i s c u s s e d .  F u t u r e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  d i r e c t i o n s  w e r e  



s u g g e s t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  q u a r r y ,  d i s c o v e r  

t h e  e x t e n t  o f  o t h e r  D o r s e t  u s e  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  a n d  document  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  

n a t u r e  a n d  d e n s i t y  o f  D o r s e t  a n d  o t h e r  s i tes o n  t h e  R a i e  Verte P e n i n s u l a  

a n d  v i c i n i t y .  I n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h i s  programme worild b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  

p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t ,  d i d a c t i c  p a n e l s  a n d  p u b l i c  p a m p h l e t s .  

Recommendat ions  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  f o r  d e a l i n g  w l t h  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  v a n d a l t s m  

a t  t h e  s i t e  a n d  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  r e s o u r c e ,  w h i l e  e n c o u r a g i n g  i n c r e a s e d  

v i s i t a t i o n .  I n t e r v i e w s  e l i c i t e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  t h a t  some form 

o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  q u a r r y  would b e  welcomed;  i d e a s  r a n g e  f rom a  s i m p l e  

p i c n i c  area a n d  i n t e r p r e t i v e  p a n e l s  a t  t h e  s i t e  t o  a t r a i l e r  p a r k  a n d  

museum. C e r t a i n l y  some f o r m  o f  management p l a n  m u s t  b e  a d o p t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  

t o  s a v e  t h i s  s i t e  f r o m  c o n t i n u i n g  a b u s e  ( c f .  Thomson 1 9 8 3 ~ ) .  
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F i g u r e  1 

B a i e  Verte P e n i n s u l a  



DAME 



EXCAVATIONS AT BOYD'S COVE, NOTRE DAME BAY - 1983 

Ralph T. P a s t o r e  
Memori;il U n i v e r s i t y  

Boyd's  Cove i s  a  l a r g e  ( c a .  2100 m2) Reothuk and Recent I n d i a n  

s i t e  l o c a t e d  on a  g l a c i a l  moraine a t  t h e  bottom of Di ldo Run i n  e a s t e r n  

Notre  Dame Bay (F ig t i r e  1) .  Area A, t e s t e d  i n  1982, was found t o  c o n t a i n  

a n  e x t e n s i v e  Recent I n d i a n  occupat  Lon which had been thorough ly  d  i s t u r b e d  

by European g a r d e n i n g ,  p robab ly  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  Area B y  compr i s lng  

abou t  1760 m 2 ,  was a l s o  i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  1982, and i t  r e v e a l e d  1  I f e a t u r e s  

w h i c h  have been i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  Beothuk house p i t s  ( F i g u r e  2 ) .  T h e w  

may indeed  be more than 11 house p i t s ;  f e a t u r e s  H-4 and H-8, f o r  example,  

may r e p r e s e n t  mu1 t i p l e  , o v e r l a p p i n g  houses.  House 1 was p a r t  i a l l y  excavated 

i n  1982 a s  was a  10 m2 a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  In t h i s  p a s t  f i e l d  s e a s o n ,  

House 11 was a lmos t  comple te ly  e x c a v a t e d ,  and House 3  was excavated 

t o  t h e  bottom of i t s  l i v i n g  f l o o r  and t o  t h e  s u r f a c e s  of  i t s  e a r t h e n  

w a l l s .  A t o t a l  of  47 m2 o u t s i d e  of  t h e s e  houses  was excava ted  t o  t h e  

s t e r i l e  s u b s o i l .  Only one impor tan t  f e a t u r e ,  a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of f i r e - c r a c k e d  

r o c k s  ( P l a t e  5 ) ,  which l acked  b o t h  a  significant amount of  c h a r c o a l  

and  b u r n e d  s u b s o i l ,  was found o u t s i d e  t h e  immediate e n v i r o n s  o f  t h e  

excava ted  houses.  

House 1  had c o n t a i n e d  a  bone and s h e l l  midden o f  some 8.25 m2 which 

extended a lmost  2 m t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o f  i t s  e n t r a n c e  and t o  a  p o i n t  

abou t  2 m i n s i d e ,  o v e r l a p p i n g  t h e  house 's  c e n t r a l  h e a r t h .  T h i s  midden 

y i e l d e d  1.743 kg o f  bone and 12.093 kg o f  s h e l l .  ( A  rad ioca rbon  sample 

o f  t h i s  s h e l l  ( B e t a  6729) h a s  been d a t e d  a t  270+70 - B.P.). Other  samples 

o f  t h e  s h e l l  and a l l  o f  t h e  bone were s e n t  t o  t h e  Zooarchaeo log ica l  

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  C e n t r e ,  N a t i o n a l  Museums o f  Canada, Ottawa, f o r  I d e n t i f i -  

c a t i o n .  Although a  f i n a l  r e p o r t  h a s  not  y e t  been r k c e i v e d ,  p r e l i m i n a r y  

a n a l y s i s  p o i n t s  t o  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n .  Although Boyd's 

Cove i s  a  c o a s t a l  s i t e ,  i t s  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  bottom of  a  p r o t e c t e d  run 

p r o v i d e s  good a c c e s s  t o  t e r r e s t r i a l  resourcc.s. I n i t i a l  examina t ion  

o f  t h i s  f a u n a l  assemblage b e a r s  t h i s  ou t .  The impress ion  i s  t h a t  "marine 

r e s o u r c e s  a r e  n o t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  land-based fauna,"  and,  o v e r a l l ,  t h e  



g e n e r a l  p a t t e r n  is  one o f  a  " d i v e r s e  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n "  (S tephen  Cumbaa, 

p e r s o n a l  communication).  In  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t h e  Beothuk i n h a b i t a n t s  of 

Boyd's Cove appear  t o  have had the  same p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  s h e l t e r e d  " inner"  

s i t e s  a s  d i d  t h e i r  p r e h i s t o r i c  a n c e s t o r s ,  t h e  Recent I n d i a n s  ( P a s t o r e  

1982). 

The f a u n a l  c o l l e c t i o n  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  f requency  

o f  b e a v e r ,  o t t e r ,  and marten remains.  While beaver  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a  

food an imal ,  o t t e r  and m.irten a r e  much more l i k e l y  t o  have been procured 

f o r  t h e i r  f u r s .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  a t  Wigwam Brook, a  Beothuk s i t e  on t h e  

E x p l o i t s  River  which p robab ly  d a t e s  t o  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h l e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  

b e a v e r  bones were o n l y  0.63% o f  t h e  t o t a l  mammalian bones ( S t e w a r t  1973:4).  

The v e r y  s m a l l  number o f  b e a v e r s  i n  t h a t  c o l l e c t i o n  may, i n  p a r t ,  r e f l e c t  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  Wigwam Brook Beothuks were 

engaged i n  a  Eur t r a d e  on  t h e  e v e  of t h e i r  e x t i n c t i o n .  The r e l a t i v e l y  

h igh f requency  of  f u r - b e a r i n g  an imals  a l s o  f i t s  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  377 t r a d e  

beads  s o  f a r  recovered from Houses 1  and 3 .  

Other  s p e c i e s ,  namely e i d e r  duck ,  oldsquaw, b l a c k  g u i l l e m o t ,  Canada 

g o o s e ,  common l o o n ,  doub le -c res ted  cormoran t ,  j a e g e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

American s m e l t  and p o l a r  b e a r  remains  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  c r e a t o r s  of  t h e  

midden had occupied t h e  s i t e  from l a t e  w i n t e r l e a r l y  s p r i n g  t o  l a t e  f a l l .  

If t h e  f u r - b e a r i n g  an imals  were t aken  a t  t h e  t ime of y e a r  when t h e i r  

p e l t s  were a t  maximum t h i c k n e s s ,  t h l s  would i n d i c a t e  a  w i n t e r  o c c u p a t i o n  

a s  w e l l .  There i s  r e a l  d o u b t ,  however, i f  s u c h  an i n f e r e n c e  may be  

drawn. S e l e c t i o n  of  p e l t s  i n  t h i s  manner presumes d i r e c t  communication 

between t r a d e r  and h u n t e r .  T h i s  i s  o r d i n a r i l y  t h e  c a s e  i n  a  f u r  t r a d e ,  

bu t  t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  Boyd's Cove f u r  t r a d e ,  i f  i t  e x i s t e d ,  

d i d  n o t  resemble  a  t y p i c a l  North American f u r  t r a d e .  John Guy's encoun te r  

w i t h  Beothuks i n  1612 (Howley 1915:15-18), s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n s  

he  [net were accustomed t o  a  form of  t r a d e  known a s  a  "dumb b a r t e r . "  

T h i s  i s  a  p r o c e s s  whereby one group l e a v e s  goods a t  a  d e s i g n a t e d  s p o t ,  

t o  be t r aded  a t  a  l a t e r  t ime f o r  o t h e r  goods by a  second p a r t y .  I n  

1 7 9 3 ,  George Cartwr i g h t  , t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  a  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  commit tee ,  

noted t h a t  " fo rmer ly  a  v e r y  b e n e f i c i a l  b a r t e r  was c a r r i e d  on between 

o u r  p e o p l e  and t h e  Indi-ans somewhere n e a r  t h e  p o r t  of  Bonav i s ta ,  by 

o u r  p e o p l e  l e a v i n g  goods a t  a  c e r t a i n  p l a c e ,  and t h e  I n d i a n s  t a k i n g  



what t h e y  wanted and l e a v i n g  f u r s  i n  r e t u r n . .  ." (Howley 1915: 50-51). 

I f  t h e  p o s i t e d  European-Beothuk f u r  t r a d e  took t h i s  form, t h e  buyers '  

n o t i o n s  of what c o n s t i t u t e d  a  prime p e l t  might have been d i f f i c u l t  t o  

communicate. Such a  f u r  t r a d e  would, o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  have been r a t h e r  

m a r g i n a l ,  and t h e  Boyd's Cove assemblage r e i n f o r c e s  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s .  

The Boyd's Cove c o l l e c t i o n  d f f f e r s  markedly from those  recovered  from 

mainland s i t e s  where a b o r i g i n a l  occupan t s  c a r r i e d  on a f u r  t r a d e .  Boyd's 

Cove, f o r  example, l a c k s  e v i d e n c e  f o r  the  t r a d e  a x e s ,  h e l l s ,  m i r r o r s ,  

t r a d e  b l a n k e t s ,  and t h e  l i k e  which one would expec t  t o  f i n d .  In  i t s  

p r e s e n t  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  t h e  Boyd's Cove assemblage s t r o n g l y  i n d i c a t e s  

a n  a b o r i g i n a l  g roup  which c a r r i e d  on a  ve ry  marg ina l  f u r  t r a d e  and o b t a i n e d  

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  i t s  European a r t i c l e s  by s t e a l i n g  from abandoned f i s h i n g  

p r e m i s e s .  For example,  forged n a i l s  r e p r e s e n t  605 of  t h e  871 m e t a l  

o b j e c t s  s o  f a r  recovered from Boyd's Cove. Of t h e s e  n a i l s ,  a t  l e a s t  

99 were a b o r i g i n a l l y  mod l f i e d .  Other  m e t a l  o b j e c t s  i n c l u d e  : 

s t r i p  i r o n  p i e c e s  

k n i f e  b lade  f ragments  

c a s t  i r o n  pot  f r agments  

f i s h  hooks 

p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  
( a p p a r e n t l y  made from n a i l s )  7 

rod i r o n  5 

p o s s i b l e  h inge  f ragments  2 

b r a s s  o r  copper  k e t t l e  f ragments  2 

b r a s s  o r  copper  f r agments  2 

adze  1 

t r a p  b a s e  1 

l e a d  s h o t  1 

i r o n  b u t t o n  f ragment  1 

u n i d e n t i f i e d  i r o n  o b j e c t s  181 

TOTAL 87 1  



Other  European a r t i c l e s  recovered from a  Beothuk c o n t e x t  a r e :  

p ipes tems  9  

beads  (made from p i p e s  tems) 8 

ce ramics  (Normandy s toneware )  16 

g l a s s  f ragments  2 1  

t r a d e  beads  (Kidd 11,312 & 1Ia56)  377 

The r e l a t i v e l y  h igh  f requency  o f  n a i l s  t o  o t h e r  m e t a l  o b j e c t s  c o n t r a s t s  

s t r o n g l y  w i t h  t h e  Wigwam Brook c o l l e c t i o n .  There ,  n a i l s  formed on ly  

32.5% o f  t h e  m e t a l  o b j e c t s .  Th i s  would b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  much 

l a t e r  d a t e  o f  t h a t  s i t e ' s  occupa t ion .  By t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  m i g r a t o r y  

f i s h e r y  had been l a r g e l y  abandoned f o r  a  s e d e n t a r y  one which would have 

g r e a t l y  d e c r e a s e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s t e a l i n g  from seasonal ly-abandoned 

f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Wigwam Brook Beothuks ( a c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h e  si te 's  f a u n a l  a n a l y s i s )  were l i k e l y  l i v i n g  t h e r e  y e a r  round ( S t e w a r t  

1973:18) ,  p robab ly  because  a n  expanding w h i t e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  

den ied  them a c c e s s  t o  mar ine  r e s o u r c e s  (Tuck 1976:74-75), and t o  c o a s t a l  

s t r u c t u r e s  s u c h  a s  wharves,  s t a g e s ,  and s t o r e s  which f o r m e r l y  would 

have been a  r i c h  s o u r c e  o f  n a i l s .  European t o o l s  ( p e r h a p s  s t o l e n  from 

whi te  f u r r i e r s )  made up 9.8% o f  t h e  m e t a l  o b j e c t s  a t  Wigwam Brook (LeBlanc 

1973 :  118-136). Other  l a t e  1 8 t h l e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s i t e s  a l o n g  t h e  

E x p l o i t s  R i v e r  have y i e l d e d  l a r g e  numbers o f  t r a p  p a r t s  (Don Locke, 

p e r s o n a l  communication),  a l s o  s u g g e s t i n g  t h e f t  from f u r r i e r s  a s  opposed 

t o  a b s e n t  f i shermen.  

Evidence t h a t  t h e  Beothuks were i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  French comes 

from t h e  d i s c o v e r y  i n  1983 of  16 ce ramic  s h e r d s  i d e n t i f i e d  by Gerard 

Gusset  t ( P a r k s  Canada),  a s  Nonandy  s toneware  ( p e r s o n a l  communication).  

T h e s e  s h e r d s  , r e p r e s e n t i n g  a t  l e a s t  two v e s s e l s ,  were recovered  from 

Houses 11 and 3. Normandy s toneware  was manufactured i n  France th roughout  

t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  and t h u s  cannot  s e r v e  a s  a  r e l i a b l e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  

marker.  The p r e s e n c e  o f  t h i s  s toneware ,  i n  f a c t ,  c a s t s  f u r t h e r  doub t  

o n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  u s i n g  t h e  p i t i f u l l y  s m a l l  sample of  p ipes tems  

t o  d a t e  t h e  Boyd ' s  Cove Beothuk o c c u p a t i o n .  The s toneware  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  t h e  p i p e s  migh t  be  of French manufac tu re  which would r u l e  o u t  use  



of t h e  Harr ington-Binford  pipestem d a t i n g  fo rmula ,  f o r  no b o r e  d i a m e t e r  

ch rono logy  e x i s t s  f o r  French p i p e s .  (There  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  i t  should  

b e  n o t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  Boyd's Cove Beothuks were i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a b o r i g i n a l  

a l l i es  o f  t h e  French. Marsha l l  [1981:74] has  sugges ted  p o s s i b l e  c o n t a c t s  

w i t h  t h e  Montagnais,  and t h e r e  a r e  Micmac o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  h i n t i n g  a t  

a  p e a c e f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  Beothuks [Howley 1915:25].)  

So f a r ,  t h e  e a r l i e r  hypo thes ized  d a t e  of  AD 1670-1720 f o r  Boyd's 

Cove ( P a s t o r e  1983a) c o n t i n u e s  t o  be  based l a r g e l y  upon c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  

e v i d e n c e ,  now b u t t r e s s e d  by one  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e  ( B e t a  6729) of  270+70 - 

B.P. o n  t h e  previ .ously  mentioned s h e l l  midden, and s l i g h t l y  weakened 

by a n o t h e r  d a t e  of  140+70 - B.P. ( B e t a  6728)  from c h a r c o a l  r ecovered  from 

a  h e a r t h  b u i l t  on  t h e  w a l l  of House 1  a f t e r  i t  was abandoned. None 

o f  t h e  European o b j e c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t r a d e  beads ,  a p p e a r  t o  have any 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  s p e c i f i c i t y .  It i s  d o u b t f u l ,  however, whether  t h e  s i t e ' s  

h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  p i t h o u s e s  cou ld  have been occupied much p a s t  t h e  1720 's ,  

s i n c e  t h a t  decade  s a w  t h e  beg inn ings  o f  a  whi te  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  

a s  c l o s e  a s  6  km away (C.O. 19416, f .  11).  The r e c o v e r y  o f  a m e t a l  

o b j e c t ,  now p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  p a r t  of  a  t r a p  b a s e ,  p o i n t s  toward 

a n  o c c u p a t i o n  sometime a f t e r  t h e  1670's  when E n g l i s h  f u r r i e r s  had begun 

t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  Bonav i s ta  Bay h i n t e r l a n d  (Head 1976: 19) .  

Boyd 's  Cove may have been occupied d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  1670-1720 

because  i t  combined n e a r n e s s  t o  food s t o c k s  w i t h  s a f e  a c c e s s  t o  Europeans.  

Boyd's Cove l i e s  w i t h i n  a  maze o f  i s l a n d s  and s h o a l  w a t e r s  which would 

have  been f i n e  f o r  c a n o e s ,  b u t  dangerous  f o r  any European v e s s e l  l a r g e r  

t h a n  a  longboa t .  I n  t h e  per iod A.D. 1670-1720, Boyd's Cove was l o c a t e d  

i n  a  n i c h e  between a  French f i s h e r y  i n  t h e  wes te rn  p o r t i o n  of  Notre  

Dame Bay and an E n g l i s h  f i s h e r y  i n  Bonav i s ta  Bay (Head 1976:15-16). 

During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  s i t e  may w e l l  have been a  r e f u g e  from which 

i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  made canoe  voyages t o  European zones t o  t r a d e  o r  t o  

s t e a l .  

E v e n t u a l l y ,  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  changing s t y l e s  i n  Beothuk house c o n s t r u c  t i o n  

may a s s i s t  i n  t h e  d a t i n g  of  t h i s  s i t e .  Al ready ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  

Boyd's Cove houses  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  some d i f f e r e n c e s  wi th  t h o s e  of  o t h e r  

s i t e s .  House 1 was p a r t i a l l y  excavated i n  1982 because  i t s  w a l l s  and 

e n t r a n c e  were  we l l -de f ined  and a  t e s t  p l t  i n  i t s  e n t r a n c e  indicated 



a  l a r g e  s h e l l  and bone midden. S i n c e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h i s  midden s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t  i t  had been d e p o s i t e d  by t h e  o c c u p a n t s  o f  n e i g h b o r i n g  House 11 ,  

t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  was chosen  f o r  e x c a v a t i o n  i n  1983. Had i t  n o t  been  f o r  

t h e  Fact  t h a t  w e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  we had a l r e a d y  i d e n t i f i e d  H - 1 1 ' s  midden,  

w e  would n o t  have  e x c a v a t e d  t h i s  h o u s e ,  f o r  i t  appea red  t h a t  e x t e n s i v e  

post-abandonment a c t i v i t i e s  had b l u r r e d  t h e  o u t l i n e s  o f  i t s  walls  and 

d i s t o r t e d  i ts  i n t e r n a l  F e a t u r e s .  ( T h i s  proved t o  b e  t h e  case; i n  f a c t  

o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was made even more d i f f i c u l t  by t h e  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  

House 11  had been s u b j e c t  t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a n t  and r o o t  d i s t u r b a n c e . )  

House '  3 ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  was b o t h  c l e a r e r  i n  o u t l i n e  and l a r g e r  i n  

a r e a .  It r e sembles  House 1  i n  a  number o f  ways, and was s e l e c t e d  f o r  

compar ison w i t h  Houses 1 and 11. 

S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  Boyd's Cove s t r u c t u r e s  d i f f e r  i n  some d e t a i l  

from h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t s  of  Beothuk d w e l l i n g s .  These  d e p i c t  two t y p e s  : 

a  w i n t e r  and a summer s t r u c t u r e .  The w i n t e r  h o u s e s  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  

s q u a r e  o r  m u l t i - s i d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  composed o f  l o n g  p o s t s  

d r i v e n  v e r t i c a l l y  i n t o  t h e  ground and f l a t t e n e d  s o  a s  t o  f i t  t o g e t h e r  

c l o s e l y .  H o r i z o n t a l  p i e c e s  of  wood were a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  t o p s  o f  t h e s e  

p o s t s ,  and t o  t h e s e  were a f f i x e d  p o l e s  which p r o j e c t e d  inward t o  form 

a  c o n i c a l  roof  w i t h  a  smokehole i n  t h e  middle .  The roof was c o v e r e d  

w i t h  b a r k  and t h e  w a l l s  were i n s u l a t e d  by mounding up e a r t h  around them. 

The o n l y  a c o u n t  men t ion ing  i n t e r i o r  d i m e n s i o n s  r e f e r s  t o  a n  i n n e r  d i a m e t e r  

o f  c a .  6.7 m. O the r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  r e f e r  t o  a  c e n t r a l  h e a r t h  su r rounded  

hy a number o f  s h a l l o w  s l e e p l n g  h o l l o w s  (Howley 1915:15,  30 ,  85 ,  211). 

By c o n t r a s t ,  summer wigwams a r e  p o r t r a y e d  a s  c i r c u l a r  frameworks o f  

p o l e s  roo fed  w i t h  b a r k ,  s k i n ,  o r  c a n v a s  and hav ing  an  i n n e r  d i a m e t e r  

o f  c a .  2-3 m ( p e r h a p s  a n  u n d e r e s t i m a t i o n ) .  Summer d w e l l i n g s  a p p a r e n t l y  

a l s o  had s l e e p i n g  h o l l o w s ,  b u t  l a c k e d  t h e  v e r t i c a l  p o s t s  and s u r r o u n d i n g  

e a r t h e n  w a l l s  (Howley 1915:15, 29-30, 48 ,  8 5 ) .  

House  1 mos t  c l o s e l y  r e sembles  t h e  w i n t e r  t y p e  o f  s t r u c t u r e  i n  

d i m e n s i o n s ,  w i t h  a n  i n n e r  d i a m e t e r  of  c a .  6.1 m ,  b u t  i t  may h a v e  been 

b u i l t  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  manner. I t  a p p e a r s  t o  have been  c o n s t r u c t e d  by 

d i g g t n g  a  s h a l l o w  d e p r e s s i o n  and then  u s i n g  t h e  e x c a v a t e d  e a r t h  t o  form 

a low,  e a r t h e n  w a l l  i n  a  shape  which m i g h t  b e  d e s c r i b e d  as  e i t h e r  e i g h t -  

s i d e d ,  o r  an i r r e g u l a r  c i r c l e .  P o s t s  were sunk v e r t i c a l l y  i n t o  t h i s  



w a l l ,  perhaps  40 cm a p a r t  ( a l t h o u g h  we cannot  be s u r e  of t h i s  spac ing  

u n t i l  more o f  t h e  w a l l s  a r e  excava ted) .  These p o s t s  may have s u p p o r t e d  

a  roof  p r o j e c t i n g  inward t o  the  c e n t r e .  A number of i n t e r i o r  pos t  h o l e s  

s u g g e s t s  i n n e r  w a l l s  and i n t e r i o r  r acks .  Th is  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  Is s i m i l a r  

t o  John C a r t w r i g h t ' s  account  of  ;I  s q u a r e  s t r u c t u r e  on the  E x p l o i t s  River  

which was "framed n e a r l y  i n  t h e  f a s h i o n  o f  t h e  Engl i sh  f i s h i n g  houses ,  

o n l y  t h a t  the  s t u d s  were something a p a r t ,  from which i t  was e v i d e n t  

t h a t  t h e y  a l o n e  could  n o t ,  i n  t h a t  s t a t e ,  form t h e  s h e l l  a s  i n  t h e  Engl i sh  

b u i l d i n g s ,  where they  a r e  c l o s e l y  jo ined  t o g e t h e r .  But e i g h t e e n  inches  

w i t h i n  t h i s  and p a r a l l e l  t o  f i t ,  t h e r e  was ano ther  frame of  s l i g h t e r  

workmanship r i s i n g  t o  t h e  roof. .  .Iv (Howley 191 5: 30). The space  between 

t h e s e  two w a l l s ,  C a r t w r i g h t  assumed, had been f i l l e d  w i t h  d e e r s k i n  f o r  

i n s u l a t i o n .  Aside from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  House 1 i s  n o t  s q u a r e ,  i t s  douhle- 

wa l led  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  resemble t h a t  d e s c r i b e d  by Car twr igh t .  

House 1  a l s o  had a  c e n t r a l  h e a r t h  surrounded by s l e e p i n g  a r e a s .  Only 

one oblong d e p r e s s i o n ,  some 1.7 m long  and 5-7 cm deep ,  could  be i d e n t i f i e d  

a s  a  p o s s i b l e  s l e e p i n g  hol low ( P a s t o r e  1983a).  

House 11 ( F i g u r e  3 )  d i f f e r s  i n  a  number of ways from House 1. 

It might be  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  summer wigwam e r e c t e d  w i t h i n  a  s h a l l o w  depres-  

s i o n .  Its c o n f i g u r a t i o n  may, w i t h  e q u a l  a c c u r a c y ,  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  e i t h e r  

s i x - s i d e d  o r  s u b - c i r c u l a r ,  w i t h  a maximum i n n e r  d iamete r  of 4.7 m. 

The b u i l d e r s  o f  t h i s  d w e l l i n g  took advan tage  of  t h e  n a t u r a l  s l o p e  where 

p o s s i b l e ,  and where n e c e s s a r y  b u i l t  up a  low e a r t h e n  w a l l ,  a lmos t  c e r t a i n l y  

o u t  o f  excavated s o i l  from t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  ( P l a t e s  1 & 2 ) .  The i n t e r i o r  

p o s t h o l e s  n e a r  t h e  base  o f  t h e  w a l l s  may i n d i c a t e  a  wigwam whi le  the  

p o s t h o l e s  i n  t h e  w a l l ,  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  oE which were angled inward,  s u g g e s t  

t h a t  p o l e s  had been s e t  i n  the  e a r t h e n  w a l l s ,  perhaps  t o  keep a  c o v e r i n g  

i n  p l a c e  over  t h e  frame. The t h r e e  pos t  h o l e s  on t h e  margins  o f  t h e  

h e a r t h  may i n d i c a t e  r a c k s  f o r  cooking o r  s t o r a g e .  One o r  more of  t h e s e  

may be ev idence  o f  a  p o s t  o r  p o s t s  whlch suppor ted  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  One 

account  o f  a n  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  wigwam d e s c r i b e s  i t  a s  "s imply a  few 

po les  suppor ted  by a  fo rk . .  ." (Howley 191 5 : 8 5 ) .  

The h e a r t h  i n  House 11 was a lmos t  b a r e  o f  Eire-cracked rocks o r  

c h a r c o a l ,  b u t  was d e l i n e a t e d  by a  s h a l l o w  d e p r e s s i o n  and an under ly ing  

s t r a t u m  of burned,  r e d  s u b s o i l  ( F i g u r e 4 ) .  No s l e e p i n g  hollows were 



e v i d e n t ;  t h e  a r e a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  s l e e p i n g  a r e a s  were c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

by a  much l i g h t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  r o c k s ,  and a  r e l a t i v e l y  l e v e l  topography. 

The n o r t h e a s t  and s o u t h e a s t  quad r a n t s  were c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by hard-packed 

l i v i n g  f l o o r s ,  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  n o t  n o t i c e a b l e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  two q u a d r a n t s .  

In  House 1 ,  a r e a s  excava ted  by i t s  b u i l d e r s  were i n d i c a t e d  by a n  absence  

of  t h e  ashy-grey l e a c h e d  zone c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  podso l s .  

For  r e a s o n s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  c l e a r ,  t h i s  d i d  n o t  ho ld  t r u e  i n  House 11 where 

t h e  l eached  A2 h o r i z o n  had o b v i o u s l y  re-formed i n  some a r e a s  (and was 

a b s e n t  i n  o t h e r s  where one would have expec ted  i t  t o  be) .  House 11 

had been r i v e n  by s e v e r a l  l a r g e  r o o t s ,  and i t s  p o s i t i o n ,  p a r t i a l l y  i n s i d e  

t h e  modern f o r e s t  marg in ,  may be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s .  

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  House 11  was f u r t h e r  compl ica ted  by t h e  long  

p r e h i s t o r i c  and h i s t o r i c  a b o r i g i n a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  a t  Area B. T h i s  h a s  

meant t h a t  i t s  e a r t h e n  w a l l s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  o f  House 1 ,  a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  

secondary  d e p o s i t s  of  f i r e - c r a c k e d  rock ,  l o o s e ,  b l a c k  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l ,  

a n d  o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  d e b r i s .  Even i f  p o s t s  had been a l lowed t o  decay  

o r  burn  i n  s u c h  a  m a t r i x ,  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  postmould would have been  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  d i s c o v e r .  Where s t r u c t u r a l  p o s t s  have been removed, a s  a p p e a r s  t o  

have been t h e  c a s e  i n  House 1 1 ,  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  p o s t h o l e s  have been  d i f f i c u l t  

o r  f m p o s s i b l e  t o  r ecogn ize .  To make m a t t e r s  worse,  house p i t s  a t  Boyd's 

Cove have a l s o  been used i n  a  v a r i e t y  of  ways a f t e r  abandonment. A l l  

t h r e e  houses  i n v e s t i g a t e d  have se rved  a s  midden r e c e p t a c l e s ,  f o r  example, 

w h i l e  one h e a r t h  was b u i L t  on t h e  w a l l  of House 1, and a n o t h e r  was b u i l t  

i n s i d e  House 3. These post-abandonment a c t i v i t i e s  have se rved  t o  b l u r  

t h e  o u t l i n e s  o f  t h e  w a l l s  and pe rhaps  t o  d i s t o r t  i n t e r n a l  f e a t u r e s .  

T h i s  was e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i n  House 11. Although t h e  e n t i r e  i n t e r i o r  

of  t h a t  house was e x c a v a t e d ,  an  a r e a  of  13 m2 h a s  n o t  been excava ted  

be1o.w t h e  s u r f a c e s  of  t h e  w a l l s .  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  complete  e x c a v a t i o n  

of t h e  w a l l s  w i l l  p rov idc  a  more a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  house.. 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  House 3 was begun, and by t h e  end o f  t h e  season  

we had uncovered a  l a r g e  a r e a  down t o  t h e  l i v i n g  f l o o r  of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  

and t h e  o r i g i n a l  s u r f a c e s  of  t h e  w a l l s  ( P l a t e  3 ) .  The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h i s  

house measures  c a .  5  m a t  i t s  maximum ( P l a t e  4 ) ,  and a p p e a r s  t o  c o n t a i n  

4 ,  o r  perhaps  5 ,  oblong d e p r e s s i o n s  around t h e  o u t e r  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  

i n t e r i o r .  A s m a l l  amount o f  f i r e - c r a c k e d  rock  h a s  been found i n  t h e  



c e n t r e ,  and we e x p e c t  t h a t  s u b s u r f a c e  e x c a v a t i o n  w i l l  r e v e a l  .I c e n t r a l  

h e a r t h .  House 3 a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  have been e x t e n s i v e l y  used a f t e r  abandon- 

m e n t .  What h a s  t e n t a t i v e l y  bren i d e n t i f i e d  a s  i t s  e n t r a n c e  c o n t a i n s  

a  bone and s h e l l  midden; a  smal l  h e a r t h  h a s  be ?n found i n  i t s  n o r t h c a s t  

i n t e r i o r ;  and a  l a r g e  midden d e p o s i t  of  what a p p e a r s  t o  be mammal f a t  

c o v e r s  p a r t  o f  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  w a l l .  

C l e a r l y ,  t h e  houses  i n v e s t j g a t e d  s o  f a r  a t  Boyd's Cove d o  no t  q u i t e  

conform t o  h i s t o r i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of Beothuk I~ouses .  I n  f a c t ,  a house 

t y p e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  between the  summer and w i n t e r  d w e l l i n g  i s  impl ied  

f o r  Boyd's Cove. House 11 m i g l ~ t  be  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  "win te r i zed"  summer 

d w e l l i n g ,  w h i l e  t h e  more s u b s t a n t i a l  House 1  s t i l l  l a c k s  t h e  l a r g e  con t iguous  

p o s t s  s a i d  t o  b e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of Beothuk w i n t e r  houses.  The Boyd's 

Cove houses  a l s o  d i f f e r  i n  somcb d e t a i l  from modern r e p o r t s  o f  archaeo-  

l o g i c a l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  houses.  N e i t h e r  House 1  nor House 11 p o s s e s s e s  

t h e  c l e a r  hexagonal p l a n  of  Devereaux's  B5 house  a t  I n d i a n  P o i n t ,  o r  

t h e  pentagonal  p l a n  of  LeBlanc's F e a t u r e  14 a t  Wigwam Brook. The "expanded 

c o r n e r s "  where w a l l s  j o i n e d ,  a t  t h e  I n d i a n  P o i n t  and Wigwam Brook h o u s e s ,  

were n o t  d i s c e r n i b l e  a t  Boyd's Cove, and a l t h o u g h  t h e  Boyd's Cove houses  

h a d  c e n t r a l  h e a r t h s ,  t h e y  were n o t  mounded a s  r e p o r t e d  by Devereaux 

and LeBlanc. The Boyd's Cove houses  a l s o  l a c k  t h e  p e r i p h e r a l  i n t e r i o r  

p l a t f o r m s  a n d  t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  d e p r e s s i o n s  of  t h e  R5 h o u s e p i t .  

No c l e a r  ev idence  o f  p o s t h o l e s  was found a t  e i t h e r  Wigwam Brook o r  a t  

I n d i a n  P o i n t  where t ime  precluded an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  s u b s u r f a c e  f e a t u r e s  

(Devereaux 1970; LeRlanc 1973) .  

The d i f f e r e n c e s  between the  Boyd's Cove houses and t h o s e  r e p o r t e d  

from Wigwam Brook and I n d i a n  P o i n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  those  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t s ,  

may b e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r  l o c a t i o n a l  i n  o r i g i n ,  o r  both .  With t h e  e x c e p t f o n  

of John Guy's v e r y  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  temporary c o a s t a l  wigwam and 

a n o t h e r  d w e l l i n g  d e s c r i b e d  on ly  a s  "a s q u a r e  form w i t h  a s m a l l  roofe" 

(Howley 1915:15),  a l l  o t h e r  a c c o u n t s  r e f e r  t o  h a b i t a t i o n s  occupied i n  

t h e  l a s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  and t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of  t h e  19 th  

c e n t u r y .  Devereaux ' s  B5 house and LeRlanc's  F e a t u r e  14 v e r y  l i k e l y  

d a t e  t o  t h i s  pe r iod  a s  w e l l .  Ry c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  Boyd's Cove s t r u c t u r e s  

may w e l l  d a t e  t o  a  p e r i o d  perhaps  100 y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  The house c o n s t r u c t i o n  

a t  Boyd's Cove may s imply  r e f l e c t  an  e a r l i e r  s t y l e ,  o r  i t  may r e f l e c t  



t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Royd's Cove 1s s i t u a t e d  on t h e  c o a s t .  O r d i n a r i l y ,  a  c o a s t a l  

l o c a t i o n  m i g h t  imply a  r e l a t i v e l y  temporary wigwam, b u t  a s  h a s  been 

noted e a r l i e r ,  t h e  f a u n a l  assemblage s u g g e s t s  o c c u p a t i o n  f o r  much, i f  

n o t  most ,  o f  t h e  y e a r .  

Suppor t  f o r  t h e s e  hypo theses  comes from work done a t  Boyd's Cove 

t h i s  s e a s o n ,  and from e a r l i e r  work done by Devereaux a t  t h e  Beaches 

s i t e .  C l e a r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  Beothuks a r e  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d e s c e n d e n t s  

o f  t h e  p o s s e s s o r s  of  t h e  L i t t l e  Passage Complex ( s e e  Penney 1981; Evans 

1982; P a s t o r e  1983a) ,  comes from the  d i s c o v e r y  o f  some 14 L i t t l e  Passage  

p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  and four  t r  [ a n g u l a r  b i  f a c e s  found e i t h e r  w i t h  o r  above 

Beothuk i r o n  o b j e c t s .  It should  be noted t h a t  no e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  con- 

s t r u c  t i o n  o f  p i t  houses  h a s  been found a t  any L i t t l e  Passage s i t e s ,  

and t h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  Boyd's Cove houses  may r e p r e s e n t  a n  evol-  

u t i o n a r y  mid-point  between t h e  (presumably)  f l i m s y  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  

l a t e  p r e h i s t o r i c  pe r iod  and t h e  v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  l a t e  

h i s t o r i c  pe r iod .  Indeed ,  i t  i s  tempt ing t o  s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c  

p i t  h o u s e s  a r e  a  f u n c t i o n  of  Beothuk a c c e s s  t o  European goods which 

would have made b o t h  house cor ls t ruc  t i o n  and s u b s i s t e n c e  t echno logy  more 

e f f i c i e n t .  

D e v e r e a u x  ( 1 9 6 9 )  p a r t l a l l y  excava ted  two Beothuk house  p i t s  a t  

t h e  Beaches and a l t h o u g h  they  were p robab ly ,  a s  Devereaux n o t e s ,  d i s t u r b e d  

by h i g h  s e a s ,  i n  s i z e  and shape they resemble  t h e  Boyd's Cove s t r u c t u r e s .  

One house a t  t h e  Reaches a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  a  number of  s t o n e  t o o l s  i n c l u d i n g  

what would now b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  L i t t l e  Passage p o i n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i r o n  

a r t i f a c t s .  It is  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  o c c u p a t i o n  might have o c c u r r e d  

a t  roughly  t h e  same t ime a s  t h a t  of  Boyd's Cove. 

Roth t h e  Reaches s i t e  and Boyd's Cove i n d i c a t e  a  l o n g  p r e h i s t o r i c  

and h i s t o r i c  o c c u p a t i o n  (Car ignan 1977) ,  Area B a t  Boyd's Cove, however, 

h a s  been l a r g e l y  f r e e  o f  t h e  s o r t s  o f  d i s t u r b a n c e s  which have compl ica ted  

i n t e r p r e t a t l o n  o f  c u l t u r e  h i s t o r y  a t  t h e  Beaches. Th i s  h a s  enab led  

( I S  t o  b e g i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  typology of L i t t l e  Passage p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  

b a s e d  on t h e i r  r e l a t - l v e  s t r a t i g r a p h i c  p o s i t i o n .  Although more work 

i s needed,  some t r e n d s  through t ime a r e  immediate ly  r e c o g n i z a b l e  ( P l a t e  

h ) .  C l e a r l y ,  t h e r e  was a  tendency i n  l a t e r  p e r i o d s  t o  make t h e s e  p o i n t s  

s m a l l e r ,  and stemmed r a t h e r  t h a n  corner-notched.  E v e n t u a l l y ,  we hope 



t o  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a m o r e  d e t a i l e d  t y p o l o g y  o f  L i t t l e  P a s s a g e  a r t i f a c t s  

w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  u s e  t o  s t u d e n t s  o t  Newfoundland p r e h i s t o r y .  

The 1 9 8 3  f i e l d  s e a s o n  was f i n a n c e d  by g r a n t s  f rom t h e  SSHRC a n d  

f r o m  t h e  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s  D i v i s i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C u l t u r e ,  R e c r e a t i o n  

a n d  Y o u t h ,  P r o v i n c e  o f  NewE.oundland a n d  L a b r a d o r .  T would  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  

J a n e  S p r o u l l  Thomson f o r  h e r  s u p p o r t ,  Dr. James Tuck f o r  h i s  i n v a l u a b l e  

a d v i c e  a n d  p a t i e n c e ,  a n d  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  c r e w  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  G a r y  B a i k i e ,  

J .  M. B a r b e r ,  B i l l  G i l b e r t ,  Mary P i t t m a n ,  D O I I ~  R o b b i n s  (Crew C h i e f ) ,  

F r e d  S c h w a r z ,  a n d  J e f f  Webb. 
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PLATE 1 

House 11, look ing  nor thwest .  The h e a r t h  i s  l o c a t e d  where t h e  two 
bau lk s  c r o s s ;  t h e  blackboard marks t h e  s o u t h e a s t  edge of  t h e  en t r ance .  
The p r o f i l e  of t h e  baulk on the  f a r  r i g h t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t he  b u i l d e r s  
o f  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  took advantage of  a  s l i g h t  n a t u r a l  r i s e  t o  form p a r t  
o f  t h e  house's  e a r t h e n  wall. The t h r e e  1 m2 u n i t s  i n  t h e  background 
have  n o t  b e e n  excavated complete ly .  The c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  remaining 
i n  t h e s e  u n i t s  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  use of House 11 a f t e r  i t s  aban- 
donment as a  dwel l ing.  





PLATE 2 

House 11 look ing  s o u t h e a s t  th rough  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  Note t h e  p r o f i l e  
o f  t h e  b a u l k  on t h e  extreme l e f t  which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  house  b u i l d e r s  
b u i l t  up a low e a r t h e n  w a l l  t o  match t h e  s l i g h t  n a t u r a l  rise on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  bau lk .  





PLATE 3 

House 3 looking sou thea s t  from above. The bau lk  on t h e  f a r  l e f t  
runs  through a  b l ack  g r e a s y  midden of what appea r s  t o  be  mammal f a t  
depos i t ed  on t he  w a l l  of t h e  house a f t e r  i t s  abandonment. 





PLATE 4 

House 3 look ing  southwest .  The s t r i n g  marks t h e  approximate  i n n e r  
l i m i t s  of  t h e  house. S leep ing  hol lows c a n  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
and southwest  q u a d r a n t s ,  t o  the  l e f t  o f  t h e  c e n t r e  b a u l k ,  a t  t h e  base  
o f  t h e  w a l l s .  





PLATE 5 

Feature 83-3,  a concentration of f ire-cracked rocks. This feature 
appears t o  be assoc iated wi th  the prehistoric  L i t t l e  Passage complex. 





PLATE 6  

P r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s .  P o l n t s  a-c were found on t o p  o f  house w a l l s ;  
d  was found i n  House 3 above t h e  l i v l n g  f l o o r ;  a l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p o s t d a t e  
house occupa t ions .  P o i n t s  e , f  were found i n s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  House 
1 w i t h  and above t h e  i r o n  o b j e c t s ;  g-j were found i n s i d e  houses  on t h e  
l i v i n g  f l o o r s .  P o i n t  k  was found n e a r  F e a t u r e  83-3; 1 was recovered 
from w a l l  f i l l  a s  was n;  m was excavated from an a r e a  j u s t  o u t s i d e  House 
1,  b u t  below t h e  h i s t o r i c  Reothuk l e v e l .  P r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  o  and p  
were recovered from I n s p e c t o r  I s l a n d  (DiAq-2), a  B e o t h u k / L i t t l e  Passage 
complex s i t e  9 km west of  Boyd's Cove. P o i n t  o  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
c h a r c o a l ,  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e d  a t  610f60 B.P., w h i l e  p  came from a  h e a r t h  
which produced c h a r c o a l  d a t e d  a t  690f40 B.P. While b o t h  o  and p  may 
b e  c o n s i d e r e d  L i t t l e  Passage p o i n t s ,  t h e i r  morphological  d i f f e r e n c e s  
may b e  f u n c t i o n a l  i n  o r i g i n .  





THE PORT AU PORT PENINSULA ARCHAEOLOGY PROJECT 

PRELIMINARY REPORT 

David N. Simpson 
Memorial U n i v e r s i t y  of Newfoundland 

The P o r t  a u  P o r t  Pen insu la  Archaeology P r o j e c t  took a s  i t s  focus  

f o r  t h e  1983 f i e l d  season  a  r e g i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  P o r t  au  P o r t  

Pen insu la .  It was hoped t h a t  the  d i s c o v e r y  of  a  group o f  r e l a t e d  s i t e s  

might l e a d  u l t i m a t e l y  t o  a  more complete  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

c u l t u r e ' s  s u b s i s t e n c e - s e t t l e m e n t  system than would be p o s s i b l e  i f  t h e  

p r o j e c t  had c o n c e n t r a t e d  on a  s i n g l e  s i t e .  

A number of f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  the  c h o i c e  of  t h e  P o r t  a u  P o r t  

P e n i n s u l a  a s  a  r e s e a r c h  a r e a .  Primary among t h e s e  was t h e  degree  t o  

which i n i t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  i t  t o  be  r i c h  i n  r e s o u r c e s  r e l a t i v e  

t o  t h e  r e g i o n s  which surround it .  The p e n i n s u l a  i n t e r r u p t s  t h e  annual  

h a r p  s e a l  m i g r a t i o n  a long  t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  of  i n s u l a r  Newfoundland. Anadromous 

f i s h  r u n s  i n  r i v e r s  a long  t h e  immediately a d j a c e n t  c o a s t  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

r i c h .  Outcrops o f  h i g h  q u a l i t y  c h e r t  have been r e p o r t e d  (Rober t  Stevens  

1983 : persona l  communication). F i n a l l y ,  weather  i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  

of t h e  p e n i n s u l a  may be d e s c r i b e d  a s  anomalous, p r o v i d i n g  sunny d r i e r  

summers and c o l d e r  w i n t e r s  w i t h ,  however, g r e a t e r  s n o w f a l l s  as compared 

t o  l o c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  a  one hundred k i l o m e t e r  r a d i u s  ( B a n f i e l d  1981). 

I n  terms of  l o g i s t i c s ,  the  problem o f  d e f i n i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a r e a  

was made r a t h e r  s i m p l e  because  the  p e n i n s u l a  i s  a lmos t  comple te ly  bounded 

by water  and h a s  an adequa te  road network. The r e g i o n  d e f i n e d  i s  r e c o g n i z e d ,  

however, a s  a n  a r t i f i c i a l  c o n s t r u c t  i n  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  autonomous 

i n  t e r n s  of  t h e  use  made o f  L t  by p r e h i s t o r i c  peoples .  The annua l  round 

o f  any g i v e n  group might w e l l  have taken i t  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  P o r t  a u  P o r t  

r e g i o n .  The p r o j e c t  was t h u s  r e q u i r e d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  any r e l e v a n t  a v a i l a b l e  

d a t a  from the  a d j a c e n t  mainland. 

The P o r t  a u  P o r t  P e n i n s u l a  a l s o  forms a  d i f f e r e n t  geograph ic  conf i -  

g u r a t i o n  than  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  r i c h  a r e a s  i n  Newfoundland and Labrador  

which have been s t u d i e d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s u b s i s t e n c e  s e t t l e m e n t  systems. 

Most o f  t h e  r e g i o n s  d e f i n e d  f o r  such  r e s e a r c h  so  f a r  have been deep 
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bays  o r  i n l e t s  s u c h  a s  Okak (Cox 1977) ,  Saglek Bay (Tuck 1975) and Hamilton 

I n l e t  ( F i t z h u g h  1972). It w a s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  

a s  t h e y  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  around a  p e n i n s u l a  a s  opposed t o  an  i n l e t  might 

c o n d i t i o n  s u b s i s t e n c e - s e t t l e m e n t  sys tems i n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  

manner. 

Be f o r e  any th ing  a s  advanced a s  hypo t h e s i z i n g  a  subs i s tence-se  t t l ement  

sys tem could be approached ,  a  number o f  more immediate aims had t o  be 

d e f i n e d .  A primary aim of t h e  r e s e a r c h  was t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  c u l t u r e  

h i s t o r y  f o r  t h e  reg ion .  T h i s  c u l t u r e  h i s t o r y ,  n o t  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  

a s  a n  end i n  i t s e l f ,  was v i s u a l i z e d  a s  a n e c e s s a r y  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  unknown reg ion .  

I t  would e s t a b l i s h  a  d a t a  base  and p rov ide  a  framework w i t h i n  which 

problems might  be formulated.  

A t  t h e  P o r t  a u  P o r t  s i t e ,  DdBq-1, Paul  Carignan (1975) had recovered 

m a t e r i a l  he  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  r e l a t e  t o  Beothuk, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  ev idence  

of a Dorse t  Eskimo o c c u p a t i o n  a t  t h e  Isthmus s i t e ,  DdBq-2. H i s  r e p o r t ,  

t h e  o n l y  p rev ious  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n ,  sugges ted  a  p a i r  

o f  p o t e n t i a l  secondary o b j e c t i v e s  t o  t h e  P o r t  a u  P o r t  P e n i n s u l a  P r o j e c t  

r e l e v a n t  t o  r e s e a r c h  c u r r e n t l y  be ing  conducted i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  

province.  

The fo l lowing  l i n e s  o f  i n q u i r y  were proposed: t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  t h e  Dorset  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  P o r t  au  P o r t  Pen insu la  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

t h e  r e g i o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  Dorse t  i n  Newfoundland, a  problem c u r r e n t l y  

be ing  addressed  by Robbins (1983);  and t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and d e s c r i p t i o n  

of Recent I n d i a n  components i n  the  c o n t e x t  o f  r e s e a r c h  be ing  conducted 

on t h e  s o u t h  c o a s t  (Penney 1981, 1982) ,  and i n  Notre Dame Bay ( P a s t o r e  

1982, 1983). 

Due t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h e  p r e s e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  

r e s t r i c t s  a c c e s s  t o  some a r e a s ,  a  random sampling scheme was n o t  employed. 

The two s i t e s  r e p o r t e d  by Carignan were r e v i s i t e d  and a s  many s e c t i o n s  

o f  a c c e s s i b l e  s h o r e l i n e  were surveyed a s  t ime permi t t ed .  I n a c c e s s i b l e  

s h o r e l i n e ,  t h a t  dominated by c l i f f  w i t h  l i t t l e  i f  any  beach,  made up 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  85  km o f  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ' s  180 km of  s h o r e l i n e .  Of t h e  

remaining 95 km 57% o r  55 km were surveyed.  I n  a d d i t i o n  10 km of road 

c u t s ,  c r e e k s  and t r a i l s  were i n v e s t i g a t e d .  Along t h e  mainland s h o r e l i n e ,  



t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Fox I s l a n d  River ,  a  s e c t i o n  o f  2 km s o u t h  of Black 

P o i n t ,  and a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 km of S t .  George's Bay n e a r  S t e p h e n v i l l e  

were  surveyed. 

A t o t a l  of f o u r  s i t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h r e e  c h e r t  o u t c r o p s  were l o c a t e d .  

The P o r t  a u  Por t  s i t e ,  DdBq-1, i s  l o c a t e d  immediately t o  t h e  n o r t h  of 

t h e  is thmus over look ing  E a s t  Bay. It s t r e t c h e s  200 m a long an e rod ing  

bank which rises from 2 m i n  t h e  s o u t h  t o  5 m i n  t h e  nor th .  Behind 

t h e  bank i s  a g r a s s y  meadow which r i s e s  t o  t h e  nor thwes t .  The n o r t h e r n  

and nor thwes te rn  ex t remes  o f  t h e  f i e l d  a r e  covered by c r e e p i n g  e v e r g r e e n s  

and i t  i s  surrounded by c o n i f e r o u s  t r e e s .  

Dorset  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  was recovered e rod ing  from t h e  whole 200 

m of bank, be ing  most d e n s e l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  toward t h e  c e n t e r  where t h e  

bank i s  4.5 m i n  h e i g h t .  Nine 1  m u n i t s  were excavated i n  t h i s  c e n t r a l  

a r e a  and t e s t i n g  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  e x t e n d s  a t  l e a s t  15 

m i n  from t h e  bank. 

F u r t h e r  t e s t i n g  i n d i c a t e d  the  p resence  of d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  

i n  a  band 40 t o  60 m from t h e  bank. One 2  x  2  m b lock was excavated 

i n  t h i s  a r e a  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  p resence  o f  a  L i t t l e  Passage I n d i a n  component 

( s e e  Penney 1981). While no mixing was e v i d e n t  between t h e  a r e a s  excava ted ,  

i t  may w e l l  be t h a t  t h e  s p a t i a l  separation between t h e  two components 

i s  n o t  complete  ( i . e .  t h a t  t h e r e  might  be  a  zone o f  mix ing) .  

Approximately 1,000 a r t i f a c t s  were recovered  from t h e  Dorse t component. 

A d e t a i l e d  a r t i f a c t  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  n o t  y e t  a v a i l a b l e  bu t  t h e  assemblage 

w i l l  be d e s c r i b e d  b r i e f l y  below. End b l a d e s  ( 2 5 )  a r e  manufactured out 

o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o l o u r e d  c h e r t s  and a l l  b u t  one a r e  t i p - f l u t e d .  Grinding 

o c c u r s  on o n l y  o n e ,  on i t s  d o r s a l  and v e n t r a l  s u r f a c e s  n e a r  t h e  base .  

Basal c o n c a v i t y  r a n g e s  from s l i g h t  t o  marked. The a v e r a g e  l e n g t h s  and 

w i d t h s  a r e  30.0 mm and 16.2 mm r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Approximately 100 s c r a p e r s  

o f  v a r y i n g  form b u t  g e n e r a l l y  v e r y  f i n e  workmanship were recovered.  

The remainder of t h e  assemblage is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by bur in-like t o o l s ,  

f ragments  o f  ground s l a t e ,  soaps tone  v e s s e l  f ragments ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c h e r t  

and q u a r t z  c r y s t a l  b l a d e s  and microblades .  Also p r e s e n t  was one b i f a c i a l l y  

worked c h e r t  o b j e c t  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  no tches  ( o r  b a r b s ? ) .  The a r t i f a c t  

i s  19.5 mm long ,  9.0 mm wide,  h a s  a  po in ted  t i p ,  concave b a s e ,  and t h r e e  

s h a r p  p r o j e c t i o n s  a long  each s i d e .  No Ramah c h e r t  was observed.  



A l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f auna l  m a t e r i a l  was recovered.  Th is  a l s o  

is y e t  t o  be f u l l y  d e s c r i b e d ,  bu t  some o f  t h e  s p e c i e s  r ep r e sen t ed  i nc lude  

s e a l ,  c a r i bou  and some type of  sma l l  mammal. One p i t  o u t l i n e  was d i scovered  

and l a r g e  p i ece s  o f  c h a r c o a l  were recovered from nea r  i t s  bottom. The 

a r e a  around t h i s  presumed h e a r t h  corresponded t o  t he  h i g h e s t  d e n s i t y  

of  f a u n a l  m a t e r i a l .  One cha rcoa l  sample from t h i s  f e a t u r e ,  and ano the r  

from cha rcoa l  s c a t t e r  l i k e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  i t ,  were submit ted f o r  rad iocarbon  

a n a l y s i s .  The age of  t h e  h e a r t h  sample was determined t o  be 1350+60 - 
B.P. (Be t a  7778) and t h e  o t h e r  1300f80 B.P. (Be ta  7777). 

The block excavated i n  t h e  a r e a  behind t h e  Dorset  component y i e lded  

two c o m p l e t e  and t h r e e  f ragmentary L i t t l e  Passage p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s ,  

t r i a n g u l a r  b i f a c e s  , l a r g e  t h i c k  ovoid b i f a c e s  , random f l a k e  s c r a p e r s ,  

l i n e a r  o r  b l a d e - l i k e  f l a k e s ,  and one side-notched p r o j e c t i l e  po in t .  

A l l  bu t  t h e  l a s t  of  t h e s e  were manufactured o u t  of  a  f i n e  grey-green 

c h e r t ,  some of  which , ha s  red banding. The side-notched p o i n t  was made 

from a c o a r s e r  b l ack  m a t e r i a l  and i t s  c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  ha s  not  y e t  

been determined.  l b o  sha l low c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of  cha r coa l  and bonemash 

amid a  s c a t t e r  of f i re -c racked  cobb l e s  a r e  be ing  i n t e r p r e t e d  as hea r t h s .  

The age  of t h e  c h a r c o a l  sample from one of  t h e s e  i s  790+70 - B.P. (Beta  

7779). Immediately t o  t h e  sou th  of DdBq-1, a long t h e  same bank i s  t h e  

Is thmus s i t e ,  WBq-2. This  s i t e  ha s  been s e r i o u s l y  d i s t u r b e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  

o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  No d i a g n o s t i c  m a t e r i a l s  were found, a l though  

Carignan r epo r t ed  a  Dorse t  end b lade  and a d r i l l .  

Fu r the r  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  over looking t h e  pond which d i v i d e s  t h e  i s thmus ,  

i s  t h e  Gravel Pond s i t e ,  WBq-3. L i t h t c  d e b r i s  was recovered e rod ing  

o u t  o f  a  2.5 m bank a s  we l l  a s  on t h e  s u r f a c e  behind it. Tes t i ng  r evea l ed  

t h e  p resence  of a  sma l l  amount of  h i s t o r i c  m a t e r i a l  mixed w i th  few a d d i t i o n a l  

p r e h i s t o r i c  a r t i f a c t s .  The on ly  d i a g n o s t i c  p r e h i s t o r i c  a r t i f a c t  was 

an  ab rade r  manufactured ou t  of  soaps tone  o r  a  soaps tone- l ike  m a t e r i a l ;  

an Eskimo occupa t ion  i s  t h u s  i nd i ca t ed .  

The Long Po in t  s i t e ,  DeBq-1, was d i scovered  a t  some d i s t a n c e  from 

t h e  o t h e r s ,  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  extreme o f  t h e  pen insu la .  Located on t h e  

s o u t h e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  p o i n t  named The Bar, nea r  t he  end of t h e  r i d g e  

which runs  most o f  i t s  l e n g t h ,  DeBq-1 commands a  view of  bo th  Eas t  Bay 

and West Bay. The r i d g e  prov ides  some s h e l t e r  from the  wind a s  we l l  



a s  a  v iew of  t h e  Gulf o f  S t .  Lawrence t o  the  n o r t h ,  west  and sou thwes t .  

One asymmet r i ca l  b i f a c e ,  an  a b r a d e r  o f  c o a r s e  s o a p s t o n e  o r  a  s o a p s t o n e - l i k e  

m a t e r i a l  and l i t h i c  d e b r i s  were found e r o d i n g  out  a l o n g  70 m of a  2 

t o  3  m h i g h  bank. T e s t i n g  a long  t h e  bank y i e l d e d  o n l y  a  s m a l l  amount 

o f  l i t h i c  d e b r i s  and t e s t s  i n  t h e  wet ground behind a s  w e l l  a s  on  t h e  

s l o p e  and c r e s t  o f  t h e  r i d g e  were s t e r i l e .  A s  w i th  DdBq-3 an Eskimo 

o c c u p a t i o n  i s  i n d i c a t e d .  

Two o u t c r o p s  o f  f i n e  grey-green c h e r t  were l o c a t e d ,  one  on t h e  

s h o r e  of West Bay, t h e  o t h e r  on t h e  mainland s h o r e l i n e  of  Eas t  Bay. 

Some m a t e r i a l  from t h e  l a t t e r  e x h i b i t s  bands  o f  red c o l o r a t i o n .  The 

b e a c h  s e v e r a l  k i l o m e t e r s  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  West Bay o u t c r o p  h a s  

s c a t t e r e d  b locks  o f  u s e a b l e  c h e r t  a l o n g  i t  a s  w e l l .  These l o c a t i o n s  

a p p e a r  t o  have been used by t h e  L i t t l e  Passage people  a t  DdBq-1 a lmos t  

e x c l u s i v e l y ,  w h i l e  t h e  Dorse t  o c c u p a t i o n  d i s p l a y s  t h e  use  o f  a  v a r i e t y  

o f  c h e r t s .  Another o u t c r o p  o f  d i s t i n c t i v e  c h e r t  o c c u r s  on t h e  west  

c o a s t  of  t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  Th i s  i s  a  c o a r s e r  g r e y  c h e r t  which a p p e a r s  

t o  b e  made up o f  s m a l l  a n g u l a r  b l o c k s  i n  a  c l e a r  m a t r i x .  

The m a t e r i a l s  r ecovered  t h i s  summer a r e  s t i l l  being analyzed but  

a  number of  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a t e m e n t s  may b e  made r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  

i n  which t h e  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  be proceeding.  End b l a d e s  from t h e  Dorse t  

component a t  DdBq-1 a p p e a r  s i m i l a r  t o  end b l a d e s  from most o t h e r  west  

c o a s t  and G r e a t  Nor the rn  P e n i n s u l a  s i t e s .  When compared t o  a  c o l l e c t i o n  

from Englee,  EeBa-1, t h e  DdBq-1 end b l a d e s  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  

i n  g e n e r a l  form. D i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  b e  addressed  

i n c l u d e  t h e  u s e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  raw m a t e r i a l s  and a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  lower  

f requency  of  t i p - f l u t i n g  a t  EeBa-1. 

While t h e  number o f  s c r a p e r s  r ecovered  from DdBq-1's L i t t l e  Passage 

component i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l ,  comparing them t o  t h e  Dorset  s c r a p e r s  

from t h e  same s i t e  may h e l p  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  problem of d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  

between I n d i a n  and Eskimo s c r a p e r s  Eound i n  mixed c o n t e x t s .  

The L i t t l e  Passage  peop le  who occupied DdBq-1 s e l e c t e d  predominant ly  

a  f i n e  grey-green c h e r t .  T h i s  tendency h a s  a l s o  been noted i n  o t h e r  

a r e a s  o f  t h e  province .  An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  P o r t  a u  P o r t  c h e r t s  and d e b r i s  

from some o f  t h e s e  s i t e s  h a s  been i n i t i a t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  

t h e  P o r t  a u  P o r t  P e n i n s u l a  might  have s u p p l i e d  c h e r t  t o  L i t t l e  Passage  



groups  a c r o s s  t h e  i s l a n d .  A l l  i n d i c a t i o n s  s o  f a r  tend t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  

p o s s i b i l i t y  (Rober t  S tevens  1983: p e r s o n a l  communication). 

The f a u n a l  c o l l e c t i o n  and i t s  economic i m p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  

more thoroughly  i n  a  forthcoming t h e s i s .  S o i l  samples c o l l e c t e d  from 

DdBq-1 a r e  c u r r e n t l y  be ing  s u b j e c t e d  t o  f l o t a t i o n .  As y e t  o n l y  samples  

f r o m  t h e  L i t t l e  Passage  component have been i n s p e c t e d  and ca rbon ized  

s e e d s  have been i d e n t i f i e d .  

I n  v iew of t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o u t l i n e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  1983 f i e l d  season  

a t  P o r t  a u  P o r t  may be  cons idered  t o  have been v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l .  Two 

c u l t u r a l  groups  have been i d e n t i f i e d  and d a t e d .  The Dorset  o c c u p a t i o n  

a t  DdBq-1 a p p e a r s  t o  ' f i t '  a s  p a r t  o f  a  wes te rn  g roup  of Dorset  who 

occupied i n s u l a r  Newfoundland. Another group o r  groups  i n h a b i t e d  t h e  

n o r t h e a s t  and s o u t h  c o a s t s  (Robbins 1983). End b l a d e s  i n  t h e s e  l a t t e r  

a r e a s  tend t o  be  l o n g e r  and made from l o c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  c h e r t s .  On 

t h e  s o u t h  c o a s t  t h e r e  i s  a h igher  i n c i d e n c e  o f  g r i n d i n g ,  and a  p a t i n a t e d  

whi te  c h e r t  was t h e  dominant raw m a t e r i a l  used.  The Dorse t  d a t e s  from 

DdBq-1 (1300+80 - B.P. and 1350+60 - B.P.) and Stock Cove, CkA1-3, a t  t h e  

bottom of T r i n i t y  Bay (1280-60 - B.P. and 1560-60 - B.P., Douglas Robbins 

1 9 8 3  : p e r s o n a l  communication) i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  d i s t i c  t o c c u p a t i o n s  

found i n  t h e s e  two a r e a s  over lapped i n  t i m e .  A comparison o f  t h e  L i t t l e  

Passage I n d i a n  component a t  WBq-1 t o  o t h e r  L i t t l e  Passage  components 

i n  t h e  e a s t  w i l l  perhaps  prove f r u i t f u l  i n  terms o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  r e g i o n a l  

o r  temporal  t r e n d s .  While n o t  a  g r e a t  number o f  s i t e s  were l o c a t e d ,  

i t  i s  expected t h a t  s t a t e m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  s u b s i s t e n c e - s e t t l e m e n t  sys tems 

w i l l  be made once t h e  m a t e r i a l  h a s  been analyzed more f u l l y .  It i s  

hoped t h a t  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  might s t i m u l a t e  f u r t h e r  work a t  t h e  P o r t  a u  

P o r t  P e n i n s u l a  and e lsewhere .  
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P l a t e  1 

DdBq-1 D o r s e t  M a t e r i a l  

A t o  0 - Unground end b l a d e s  
P - P a r t i a l l y  ground end b l a d e s  
Q t o  U - S c r a p e r s  
V t o  W - Concave s c r a p e r s  
X t o  BE - S c r a p e r s  





P l a t e  2 

DdBq-1 L i t t l e  Passage Complex M a t e r i a l  

A t o  E - L i t t l e  Passage p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  
F t o  H - T r i a n g u l a r  B i f a c e s  
I - S i d e  notched p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t ,  

unknown c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  
J t o  N - S c r a p e r s  
0 t o  P - Stemmed b lade- l ike  f l a k e s  w i t h  

concave u n i f a c i a l  working edge 





THE 1983 ISLE AUX MOKTS SURVEY 

S h e l i  Smith 
So r 

Newfoundland Marine Archaeology S o c i e t y  

INTRODUCTION 

D u r i n g  a s p o r t  d i v e  i n  1981 t h r e e  d i v e r s  from Port-am-Basques 

d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  Isle-aux-Morts shipwreck o f f  t h e  rugged s h o r e  of south- 

w e s t e r n  Newfoundland. M r .  Wayne Mushrow, one of  t h e  t h r e e ,  r ecovered  

s e v e r a l  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a r t i f a c t s  i n c l u d i n g  i n t a c t  ce ramic  v e s s e l s ,  

s h i p  r i g g i n g ,  French copper  c o i n s  d a t e d  1638, and a r a r e  n a v i g a t i o n a l  

a s t r o l a b e  i n s c r i b e d  1628. These a r t i f a c t s  were l a t e r  p l a c e d ,  a s  p r o v i n c i a l  

laws r e q u i r e ,  i n  t h e  Newfoundland Museum i n  St .  John's .  

A y e a r  l a t e r  t h e  Newfoundland Marine Archaeology S o c i e t y  (NMAS), 

working under a r e s e a r c h  permit  and g r a n t  from Newfoundland's Department 

of C u l t u r e ,  R e c r e a t i o n  and Youth, H i s t o r i c  Resources D i v i s i o n ,  c o n t a c t e d  

Mr. Mushrow .and  c a r r i e d  out  a s h o r t  su rvey  o f  t h e  wreck. Following 

recommendations f i l e d  i n  t h e i r  1982 r e p o r t ,  NMAS sought f u n d s  t o  conduct  

a f u l l  su rvey  o f  t h e  Is le-am-Morts  shipwreck.  A f t e r  s e c u r i n g  funds  

from t h e  Donner Canadian Foundation and t h e  Explore r ' s  Club i n  New York, 

NMAS g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  team and prepared f o r  a f i v e  

week f i e l d  season  d u r i n g  l a t e  June and J u l y .  

Under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  n a u t i c a l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  S h e l i  Smith,  a t e n  

person f i e l d  team ga thered  i n  Isle-aux-Morts. A f t e r  a week o f  s e t t i n g  

rip, d i v e r s  began t h e  s u r v e y  on J u l y  1, 1983. Four weeks l a t e r  on J u l y  

29 f i n a l  sandbagging procedures  c l o s e d  t h e  s i t e  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  e x c a v a t i o n s  

t ake  p lace .  

The g o a l s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  were s imple  and s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ;  (1) t o  

d e f i n e  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  s i t e  and ( 2 )  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  

wrecked sh ip .  Las t  summc?r8s su rvey  was t h e  i n i t i a l  s t e p  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  

p rocess  which w i l l  u l t i t l ~ a t e l y  answer t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  as w e l l  a s  more 

g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  s h i p ' s  o r i g i n a l  m i s s i o n  and n a t i o n a l i t y .  

The mar i t ime  h e r i t a g e  of  North America i s  an impor tan t  b u t  v a g u e l y  unders tood 



d i m e n s i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t ' s  h i s t o r y .  The p o t e n t i a l  of i n f o r m a t i o n  

s t o r e d  i n  t h e  s a n d s  of Isle-aux-Morts p rov ides  us w i t h  a  key t o  b e t t e r  

u n d e r  s t a n d i n g  of p a s t  c u l t u r e s ,  t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  and t h e  development OF 

North America. 

SITE LOCATION AND METHODOLOGY 

F o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  s h i p s  l e a v i n g  t h e  mainland of e a s t e r n  Canada have 

t r a v e r s e d  t h e  Gulf o f  S t .  Lawrence and passed through Cabot S t r a i t  between 

Cape Bre ton ,  Nova S c o t i a  and Port-aux-Basques , Newfoundland . Time and 

t ime a g a i n  unfor tun i l t e  tihips have vee red  t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t r e a c h e r o u s  

s h o a l s  and rocky c o a s t l i n e  o f  s o u t h e r n  Newfoundland. T h e i r  misjudgements 

o f t e n  r e s u l t e d  i n  d i s a s t e r .  

It was i n  among some o f  t h e s e  dangerous  i s l a n d s  t h a t  Mushrow d i s c o v e r e d  

t h e  Isle-aux-Morts sh ipwreck ,  j u s t  o f f  t h e  modern town of  Isle-aux-Morts , 
a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  s h e e r  sou thwes te rn  c l i f f s  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  i s l a n d  i n  

t h e  c h a i n  of Isle-aux-Morts ( F i g u r e  1 )  ( c f .  NMAS 1983). The wreck l i e s  

i n  10 m of water  a t  t h e  bottom of a  narrow g u l c h  runn ing  a lmos t  p a r a l l e l  

w i t h  t h e  s h e e r  c l i f f s .  S i m i l a r  e a s t l w e s t  g u l c h e s  run  a l o n g  e i t h e r  s i d e  

o f  t h e  s i t e  g u l c h .  

A f t e r  t h e  s h i p  s e t t l e d  i n t o  the  g u l c h  t h e  s t e e p  rocky  w a l l s  n e a t l y  

d e f i n e d  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  s i t e .  Over t h e  ensu ing  y e a r s  some p i e c e s  

of t h e  h u l l  f l o a t e d  away w h i l e  o t h e r  succumbed t o  t h e  r a v a g e s  o f  t i m e .  

E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  s i t e  was comple te ly  covered  by sand excep t  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  

cannon and anchors .  

The cannon and a n c h o r s  were what f i r s t  caugh t  M r .  Mushrow's eye  

and l a t e r  r e v e a l e d  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e  g u l c h  t o  archae-  

o l o g i s t s .  Most s h i p  a n c h o r s  were kep t  on  deck i n  t h e  bow. A d d i t i o n a l  

anchors  were t i e d  o f f  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  bow and sometimes a  s m a l l  

s t e r n  anchor  was hung o f f  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  s h i p .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p resence  

o f  l a r g e  anchors  on a  wreck s i t e  u s u a l l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  bow o f  a  v e s s e l .  

In  t h e  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  Isle-aux-Morts shipwreck f o u r  l a r g e  a n c h o r s  were 

found i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n m o s t  end o f  t h e  gulch.  Cons ide r ing  

t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a n c h o r s  we  assume t h e  s h i p  s e t t l e d  l e n g t h w i s e  a long  

t h e  long  a x i s  o f  t h e  g u l c h ;  t h e  bow f a c i n g  e a s t  and t h e  s t e r n  p o i n t i n g  

west  ( F i g u r e  2 ) .  



Once we e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  l a y  o f  t h e  s h i p  we were ready t o  begin  

o u r  survey.  Each day ,  John Hardy Jr .  t r a n s p o r t e d  o u r  t e n  person crew 

t o  and from t h e  s i te  aboard t h e  S y l v i a  Amanda, a  1 2  m Cape Breton f i s h i n g  

b o a t  ( P l a t e  1). During t h e  d a y ,  t h e  c rew used t h e  S y l v i a  Amanda a s  

o u r  b a s e  o f  o p e r a t i o n s .  The ample s t o r a g e  s p a c e  below t h e  a f t e r d e c k  

h e l d  everyone 's  d i v e  g e a r ,  a i r  t anks  and s p a r e  equipment.  The a f t e r d e c k  

b u s t l e d  w i t h  a c t i v i t y  th roughout  t h e  d a y  a s  d i v e r s ,  pumps, and c a t a l o g u e r  

v i e d  f o r  space .  Divers  e n t e r e d  t h e  water  over  t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  b o a t  

and r e t u r n e d  v i a  a  r e t r a c t a b l e  d i v e  p l a t f o r m ,  t e m p o r a r i l y  a f f i x e d  t o  

t h e  h u l l  s i d e .  The b o a t  was equipped w i t h  a  s p a c i o u s  g a l l e y  and p i l o t  

c a b i n  which provided warmth and r e m i s s i o n  from t h e  a lmos t  c o n s t a n t  r a i n .  

Our d a i l y  s u r v e y  program was d i s c u s s e d  among the  s t a f f  e a c h  morning 

and a  d i v e  r o s t e r  was drawn up. The teams were informed o f  t h e i r  d i v e  

o r d e r  and t a s k s .  A l l  d i v i n g  was done i n  buddy teams o f  two o r  more 

d i v e r s .  Each d i v e  team was b r i e f e d  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  t h e  wa te r  t o  e n s u r e  

t h a t  t h e y  possessed  t h e  needed equipment t o  perform t h e i r  a s s ignments  

and t h a t  they  were f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e i r  t a s k s .  The d i v e m a s t e r  logged 

e a c h  d i v e  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  t ime  underwater  , a i r  consumed, d i v e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

and t a s k s  performed. The l e n g t h  o f  t h e  d i v e  was determined by t h e  f i r s t  

d i v e r  who reached 500 p s i .  When t h i s  occur red  t h e  teams assembled t h e i r  

t o o l s  and ascended.  Once aboard t h e  b o a t  and s u f f i c i e n t l y  warmed up 

t h e  d i v e r s  were d e b r i e f e d .  T h e i r  s t a t e m e n t s  were recorded  on a  d i v e r ' s  

r e p o r t  form and l a t e r  f i l e d  wi th  t h e i r  underwater  n o t e s .  

As w i t h  a l l  a rchaeo logy  t h e  mere p resence  of  a r t i f a c t s  o n l y  t e l l s  

a  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t o r y .  It i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  a r t i f a c t s  t o  one 

a n o t h e r  and t h e i r  c o n t e x t  w i t h i n  t h e  whole s i t e  t h a t  a l l o w s  us t o  c o n s t r u c t  

snapsho t  images of p a s t  l i f e w a y s .  Each snapsho t  is t h e n  added t o  t h e  

s e r i e s  which b u i l d  a  moving image o f  o u r  c u l t u r e ' s  change and e v o l u t i o n  

th rough  time. R a r e l y  a r e  s n a p s h o t s  o f  t h e  p a s t  r e d u n d a n t ,  s o  we must 

t a k e  s p e c i a l  c a r e  t o  r e t r i e v e  a s  much c o n t e x t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

T h i s  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  demands r i g o r o u s  measur ing and documentat ion.  

I n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  o u r  g o a l s  we s e t  up p h y s i c a l  l f n e s  on  t h e  bottom 

c r e a t i n g  X and Y axes .  A l l  l a r g e  a r t i f a c t s  p r o t r u d i n g  from t h e  sand 

and a l l  s u r f a c e  f i n d s  were p l o t t e d  from t h e s e  l i n e s .  For d e t a i l e d  posi- 

t i o n i n g  o f  a r t i f a c t s  below t h e  sand s u r f a c e  a  second sys tem p l o t t e d  



X,  Y ,  and Z. The second o r  g r i d  sys tem was t i e d  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  system. 

The l o n g e s t  l i n e  (31.2 m) o r  b a s e l i n e  l a y  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t / w e s t  a x i s  

oE t h e  gulch.  The b a s e l i n e ,  a  30 m l o n g  p l a s t i c  coa ted  s u r v e y o r ' s  c h a i n  

marked a t  1 m i n t e r v a l s ,  was secured  between two 60 c m  heavy i r o n  s t a k e s .  

A t  t h e  e a s t e r n  s t a k e  t h e  b a s e l i n e  was f i x e d  t i g h t ,  w h i l e  a  f l o a t  f i l l e d  

w i t h  a i r  p u l l e d  t h e  l i n e  t a u t  th rough  t h e  s t a k e  r i n g  a t  t h e  wes te rn  

end. Th i s  was an  a r b i t r a r y  p o s i t i o n  f o r  b a s e l i n e  o r  X a x i s .  

A f t e r  p l a c i n g  t h e  b a s e l i n e  a n o t h e r  l i n e ,  t h e  t h w a r t l i n e ,  was s e t  

u p  i n  t h e  same manner  t r a n s e c t i n g  t h e  b a s e l i n e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  midway 

a l o n g  i t s  l e n g t h .  The t h w a r t l i n e  formed the  Y a x i s .  From t h e s e  two 

l i n e s  any X and Y c o o r d i n a t e s  on t h e  s i t e  cou ld  b e  determined.  The 

l i n e s  a l s o  n e a t l y  d i v i d e d  t h e  s i t e  i n t o  q u a d r a n t s  h e l p i n g  t h e  d i v e r s  

o r i e n t  themselves  underwater .  

Once o u r  b a s e l i n e  and t h w a r t l i n e  were i n  p l a c e  we set abou t  mapping 

t h e  s u r f a c e  f i n d s  on t h e  s i t e .  The s o u t h e a s t e r n  q u a d r a n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

n e a r  t h e  c l u s t e r  o f  cannon, was l i t t e r e d  w i t h  l o o s e  t i m b e r s  and f l o a t i n g  

l e a t h e r  a r t i E a c t s .  Each a r t i f a c t  was l o c a t e d  i n  terms o r  X and Y coor-  

d i n a t e s .  To q u i c k l y  accomplish  t h i s  f e a t  underwater  we r e l i e d  on p r i n c i p l e s  

o f  geometry known a s  t r i a n g u l a t i o n  ( F i g u r e  3 ) .  Divers  r a n  a  t a p e  measure 

from a  g i v e n  p o i n t  on t h e  b a s e l i n e  ( P o i n t  A) t o  t h e  a r t i f a c t  ( P o i n t  C). 

The d i s t a n c e  A-C was recorded a s  one s i d e  o f  a  t r i a n g l e .  The d i v e r s  

endeavored t o  c r e a t e  a n  e q u i l a t e r a l  t r i a n g l e  by moving a long  t h e  b a s e l i n e  

a  d i s t a n c e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e  A-C and t h e r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  P o i n t  R. 

From P o i n t  R t h e y  measured t o  P o i n t  C. L a t e r  s c a l e  measurements c o r r e s -  

ponding t o  t h e  l e n g t h s  o f  e a c h  t r i a n g l e  s i d e  were swung w i t h  a  beam 

compass on t h e  s i t e  map. P o i n t  C was p l o t t e d  where t h e  a r c s  o f  AC and 

RC i n t e r s e c t e d .  Toge the r  w i t h  a  s k e t c h  o f  t h e  a r t i f a c t s ,  t r i a n g u l a t i o n  

helped us document a l l  t h e  l o o s e  f i n d s ,  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  cannon, a n c h o r s ,  

and s h i p  frames.  

I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t r i a n g u l a t i n g ,  t h e  g r i d  system was used t o  

p l o t  a r t i f a c t s  i n  t h e  t e s t  t r e n c h  (NlE14/SlE14). However, i n  t h e  t e s t  

t r e n c h  t h e  two c o o r d i n a t e s  X and Y were n o t  enough. I n  o r d e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  

o u r  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  o f  a r t i f a c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  once we went below t h e  

sand s u r f c e  we needed t o  add t h e  c o o r d i n a t e  Z. By add ing  Z,  we cou ld  

p l o t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  e a c h  o b j e c t  i n  th ree -d imens iona l  space .  Obviously ,  



t r i a n g u l a t i o n  was i n a d e q u a t e  f o r  t h i s  t a s k .  T h e r e f o r e ,  we adopted the  

w e l l  known land  a rchaeo logy  t echn ique  of  an expanding g r i d  sys tem i n  

c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  more  g e o m e t r i c  p r i n c i p l e s  known a s  t r i l a t e r a t i o n .  

Using t h e  t r a n s e c t  o f  o u r  b a s e l i n e  and t h w a r t l i n e  a s  o u r  datum we d e v i s e d  

a n  h y p o t h e t i c a l ,  ever-expanding s e r i e s  o f  b locks .  Each b lock  I s the  

same s i z e  ( 1  m x 2 m) and h a s  i t s  own description. The g r i d  moves o u t  

n o r t h  and s o u t h  from the  b a s e l i n e  i n  2 m inc rements  and i n  1  m inc rements  

e a s t  and west  o f  t h e  t h w a r t l i n e .  

The method f o r  p i n p o i n t i n g  a r t i f a c t s  i n s i d e  t h e  1  m x  2 m g r i d  

r e q u i r e d  d i v e r s  t o  measure t h e  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  c o r n e r s  A , B ,  and C 

t o  t h e  a r t i f a c t  ( F i g u r e  4 ) .  The known l e n g t h s  of  t h e  g r i d  s i d e s  i n  

c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  a r t i f a c t  formed an u p s i d e  down 

p y r a m i d .  The mathemat ics  used t o  f i g u r e  t h e  X,Y, and Z c o o r d i n a t e s  

i s  more compl icated t h a n  swinging a r c s  w i t h  a beam compass. The measurements 

A - a r t i f a c t ,  B - a r t i f a c t  , and C - a r t i f a c  t were fed  i n  t o  a  c a l c u l a t o r  program 

(Maze1 and R i e s s  n.d .). The program c o n v e r t e d  t h e  d i v e r s '  measurements 

i n t o  X,Y, and Z c o o r d i n a t e s .  

Thus t h e  two sys tems o f  measur ing enabled us t o  l o c a t e  a l l  a r t i f a c t s  

on t h e  s i te  and a c c u r a t e l y  p l a c e  them i n  s i t u .  These sys tems  i n  combinat ion 

w i t h  probing and t e s t  e x c a v a t i o n  f u r t h e r  al lowed us t o  p l a c e  them a c c u r a t e l y  

i n  s i t u .  These s y s t e m s  i n  combinat ion wi th  probing and t e s t  e x c a v a t i o n  

f u r t h e r  al lowed us  t o  d e f i n e  a c c u r a t e l y  t h e  p e r i m e t e r s  o f  t h e  s i t e  and 

i t s  s t r a t i g r a p h i c  and a r t i f a c t u a l  complexi ty .  

Probing provided ev idence  concern ing  the  e x t e n t  and n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

s i t e  w i t h o u t  excava t ion .  Metal T-shaped rods  were used t o  probe th rough  

t h e  sand and g r a v e l .  D i v e r s  used t h e  probes  t o  p l o t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  heavy 

t i m b e r s  a long t h e  p e r l p h e r y  o f  t h e  s i t e .  To t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  b a s e l i n e  

d i v e r s  began a t  t h e  e a s t e r n m o s t  end and probed a long  t h e  s t a r b o a r d  h u l l  

w o r k i n g  a f t  i n t o  t h e  southwest  quadran t .  A s  t h e  d i v e r s  moved a l o n g  

p rob ing  t h e  h u l l  t h e y  marked the  ends  o f  frames w i t h  red-f lagged b i c y c l e  

spokes .  A r e g u l a r  l i n e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  s i t e  became c l e a r l y  

v i s i b l e .  The probing a l s o  f u r n i s h e d  us w i t h  a n  approximate  d e p t h  o f  

t h e  overburden.  The maxlmum overburden i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  quadran t  was 

50 cm w h i l e  i n  t h e  sou thwes te rn  quadran t  the  overburden reached d e p t h s  

of  1.5 m. 



I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  q u a d r a n t ,  r e a d i l y  v i s i b l e  frame ends  nega ted  t h e  

need f o r  probing.  However, once t h e  p o r t s i d e  f rames d i s a p p e a r e d  u n d e r n e a t h  

t h e  sand i n  t h e  nor thwes t  quadran t  d i v e r s  resumed probing.  

I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  probing a  t e s t  e x c a v a t i o n  was p laced  a c r o s s  

t h e  bow o f  t h e  s i t e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n m o s t  end of t h e  g u l c h .  Most o f  t h e  

e x c a v a t i o n  'was per  formed w i t h  a  hydrodredge.  The d redge  sucked up sand 

and s m a l l  d e b r i s  o n  t h e  bottom. A n e t  bag over  t h e  e f f l u e n t  end c o l l e c t e d  

t h e  t a i l i n g s .  A t  t h e  end o f  e a c h  d i v e  t h e  bag was b rough t  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  

a n d  s o r t e d .  By combined hand and d r e d g e  e x c a v a t i o n ,  d i v e r s  c l e a r e d  

a  1 m x  4  m x  1.14 m a r e a  a c r o s s  t h e  bow. 

On t h e  l a s t  d a y  o f  t h e  su rvey  a l l  t h e  exposed t i m b e r s  and t h e  t e s t  

t r e n c h  were r e b u r i e d .  Three hundred and f i f t y - s e v e n  20 kg p l a s t i c  masonry 

bags  % r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  f i n e  c l e a n  g r a v e l .  The e i g h t  t o n s  o f  bagged g r a v e l  

was p l a c e d  a t o p  t h e  frame ends  and open t r e n c h  t o  r e d u c e  b i o l o g i c a l  

d e g r a d a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e  s i t e  i s  n o t  be ing  exp lo red .  Sand bags  i n  u n i s o n  

w i t h  a  p i e c e  o f  s e i n e  n e t  were a l s o  employed t o  cover  t h e  r e b u r i a l  s i t e .  

The r e b u r i a l  s i t e ,  5 m x  5 m i n  s i z e ,  was l o c a t e d  approx imate ly  

30 m s o u t h  o f  t h e  main s i t e  i n  an  a d j a c e n t  gulch.  Due t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  p r e s e n t  i n  S t .  J o h n ' s  and t h e  s m a l l  su rvey  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  budge t ,  a l l  a r t t f a c t s  e i t h e r  t o o  bu lky  t o  t r a n s p o r t  e a s i l y  

o r  deemed too  degraded t o  i d e n t i f y  were p laced i n  t h e  r e b u r i a l  s i t e .  

The s i t e  was t h e n  covered by t h e  s e i n e  n e t  and f i n a l l y  s e a l e d  w i t h  sand 

bags .  

CATALOGUING AND CONSERVATION 

The purpose o f  t h e  1983 e x p e d i t i o n  was t o  conduc t  a  f u l l  su rvey  

o f  t h e  s i t e ,  and t h e r e f o r e  r e t r i e v a l  o f  a r t i f a c t s  was n o t  o u r  pr imary 

g o a l .  While a  number o f  a r t i f a c t s  were r e t r i e v e d  from t h e  s i t e ,  t h e y  

a r e  much fewer t h a n  would be found i n  a  f u l l  excava t ion .  The a r t i f a c t s  

r a i s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  were e i t h e r  found l y i n g  on t h e  s u r f a c e  o r  excavated 

from t h e  t e s t  t r e n c h  and probing.  

The NMAS c a t a l o g u i n g  sys tem r e v e a l s  a t  a  g l a n c e  t h e  s i t e  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  

t h e  y e a r  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  m a t e r i a l  composi t  i o n  o f  t h e  a r t i f a c t ,  and a c c e s s i o n  

o r d e r  o f  e a c h  a r t i f a c t  w i t h i n  i t s  s p e c i f i c  compos i t ion  c a t e g o r y .  A 

sample c a t a l o g u e  number of NM1483/10/082 i n d i c a t e s  NMAS s i t e  14 (NM14), 



1983 (83) .  The number 10 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  a r t i f a c t  i s  wooden and 082 p l a c e s  

t h e  a r t i f a c t  i n  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o r d e r  f o r  wood. 

A l l  a r t i f a c t s  g i v e n  a  number were recorded  on i n d i v i d u a l  c a t a l o g u e  

c a r d s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a r t i f a c t  number, t h e  c a r d s  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  

o b j e c t ' s  name ( i f  known), i t s  d a t e  of  r e t r i e v a l ,  t h e  d i v e r s  involved 

and t h e i r  l o g  number, t h e  a r t i f a c t  p roven ience ,  and a  d iagram o f  t h e  

a r t i f a c t  w i t h  d imensions .  L a t e r ,  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  r e t a i n e d  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  

were photographed w i t h  number and s c a l e .  The r o l l  number and n e g a t i v e  

number were then  recorded  on t h e  r e l a t e d  a r t i f a c t  c a r d .  

D u r i n g  t h i s  p a s t  summer's s u r v e y  a t o t a l  of 170 a r t i f a c t s  were 

r e t r i e v e d  and recorded .  These a r t i f a c t s  were d i v i d e d  i n t o  11 m a t e r i a l  

composi t ions .  Each compos i t ion  was g i v e n  a  b inomia l  numeric  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

d e n o t i n g  the  g e n e r i c  m a t e r i a l  compos i t ion  and t h e  s p e c i f i c  compos i t ion  

o f  a n  a r t i f a c t  w i t h i n  t h e  g e n e r i c  group.  For example, where 2  r e p r e s e n t s  

t h e  e n t i r e  gamut o f  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l s ,  20, 21, and 22 deno te  t h e  s p e c i f i c  

c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t e x t i l e ,  rope  and oakum. The f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  s e p a r a t e s  

e a c h  of  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  d e f i n i n g  t h e  t o t a l  number of  a r t i f a c t s  w i t h i n  

e a c h  c a t e g o r y  and i t s  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  c o l l e c t i o n .  

COMPOSITION NUMBER PERCENTAGE 

Wood 
T e x t i l e  
Ro pe 
Oakum 
Metal  
L e a t h e r  
Ceramic 
Bone 
Glass  
Su lphur  
Concre t ion  

From t h e  most abundan t  c a t e g o r y ,  wood, 6 8  p i e c e s  were r e d e p o s i t e d  

a t  t h e  r e b u r i a l  s i t e .  Thir ty-one o f  t h e  r e d e p o s i t e d  p i e c e s  were f ragments  

o f  s h i p  s t r u c t u r e  w h i l e  t h e  remaining 37 c o n s i s t e d  oE c a s k  s t a v e s  and 

l i d s  and p i e c e s  o f  dunnage. The r e s t  o f  t h e  wooden a r t i f a c t s  a s  w e l l  

a s  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  from a l l  t h e  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  were secured  i n  gauze 

bags  w i t h  numbers a t t a c h e d  on t h e  outsi .de and i n s i d e  and placed i n  t a n k s  



of wa te r  t o  a w a i t  f u r t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n .  

S e v e r a l  of t h e  a r t i f a c t s  have been marked f o r  t e s t i n g .  Three wood 

a r t i f a c t s  were k e p t  f o r  s p e c i e s  t e s t i n g  and compression and s a t u r a t i o n  

p o i n t  tests. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  oakum and s c r a p i n g s  from t h e  i n s i d e  of 

a  c a s k  s t a v e  were saved f o r  chemical  t e s t i n g .  

The c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  a r t i f a c t s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  

d i f f e r e d .  Whether t h e s e  v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  s o l e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i n t r a s i t e  

dynamics o r  t h e  i n h e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  m a t e r i a l  compos i t ions  

i s  n o t  c l e a r  i n  a l l  c a s e s .  This  p e r p l e x i t y  i s  b e s t  e x h i b i t e d  i n  o u r  

wooden and l e a t h e r  a r t i f a c t s .  Within t h e s e  groups  many a r t i f a c t s  d i s p l a y e d  

v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  d e g r a d a t i o n .  

ARTIFACTS 

D u r i n g  t h i s  p a s t  summer's su rvey  a r t i f a c t s  o f  e l e v e n t  d i f f e r e n t  

m a t e r i a l  compos i t ions  were encountered.  Within t h e s e  t y p e s  t h e r e  a r e  

two b a s i c  d i v i s i o n s ,  t h o s e  r e l a t i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  the  h u l l  s t r u c t u r e  and 

t h o s e  r e l a t i n g  t o  l i f e  aboard t h e  s h i p .  The a r t i f a c t s  were recovered  

from e i t h e r  the  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  s i t e  o r  excavated from t h e  t e s t  t r ench .  

The o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  i s  t h e  l a r g e  m e t a l  p i t c h e r  removed from cannon 

# l ' s  c o n c r e t i o n .  Those a r t i f a c t s  found on t h e  s u r f a c e  may n o t  r e f l e c t  

t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  aboard s h i p  a s  t h e s e  f i n d s  were c o n t i n u a l l y  

moving wi th  t h e  c u r r e n t  a c t i o n  on the  s u r f a c e .  

Besides  t h e  f ragments  o f  h u l l  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  predominant t y p e  o f  

a r t i f a c t  found f l o a t i n g  on t h e  s u r f a c e  was l e a t h e r .  Fragmented l e a t h e r  

b o o t s  abounded around t h e  site. They c o n s i s t  o f  two l e a t h e r  s o l e s ,  

one v e r y  l a r g e  and the  o t h e r  more form f i t t i n g .  A heavy i n n e r  boo t  

was b u i l t - u p  around t h e  s m a l l e r  s o l e  t h e n  covered w i t h  a second t h i n n e r  

boo t  b u i l t - u p  around t h e  l a r g e r  s o l e .  The b o o t s  were most l i k e l y  knee-high 

f i s h e r m a n ' s  b o o t s .  I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  b o o t s  we a l s o  recovered 

fragmented shoes .  A' few of  t h e  shoes  had bu i l t -up  h e e l s  and a r e  s i m i l a r  

i n  s i z e  t o  t h e  i n n e r  boot. A l l  t h e  s o l e s  were sewn t o  t h e i r  uppers  

and t h e  h e e l s  were a t t a c h e d  w i t h  small wooden pegs. 

On t h e  s u r f a c e  we a l s o  found s e v e r a l  ceramic  f ragments  a s  w e l l  

a s  a  complete p i t c h e r  (NM1483/50/006) ( P l a t e  2) .  Other f ragments  resemble  

t h e  complete f l u t e d  c h a f i n g  d i s h  recovered  i n  1981. P i e c e s  o f  a ce ramic  



b o t t l e  and a  j a r  were a l s o  found on the sur face .  Both t he  chaf ing  d i sh  

and p i t c h e r  a r e  buff  earthenware wi th  a  green i n t e r i o r  g l aze .  ThLs 

t y p e  o f  c o a r s e  ear thenware has been found a t  the e igh t een th  cen tury  

F rench  s i t e  of  F o r t r e s s  Louisbourg, Nova Sco t i a  and the  seventeenth 

c e n t u r y  French s i t e  of For t  Cas t ine ,  Maine (Barton 1981). The ware 

i s  named f o r  t h e  reg ion  Saintonge i n  southern  France. The small  b o t t l e  

i s  s t r i p e d  with b lue ,  brown, yel low,  and green s l i p s .  A c l e a r  g l aze  

covers  bo th  t h e  e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r .  L i t t l e  i s  known about t h i s  ware 

al though s i m i l a r  fragments have been found a t  For t  Cas t ine .  Faulkner 

and h i s  co l leagues  have ch r i s t ened  the  t ype  clownware, f o r  i t s  f e s t i v e  

appearance ( A l r i c a  Faulkner n.d. : persona l  communication). 

Within t he  t e s t  t rench  wooden, l e a t h e r ,  and rope a r t i f a c t s  were 

predominant. However, me ta l ,  horn,  and tusk  were a l s o  recovered. Many 

o f  t he se  f i n d s  r e f l e c t  t he  s p a t i a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  aboard sh ip .  

Turned wooden t r enche r s  and bowls found i n  the t r ench  r e f l e c t  the 

mess h a b i t s  of  t h e  crew and t h e  l i k e l y  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  g a l l e y .  The 

bowls and t r enche r s  a r e  l a r g e  enough t o  feed s e v e r a l  men a t  one s i t t i n g .  

S l i g h t l y  deeper  i n  t rench  SlE14 excava tors  recovered t h e  r i m  t o  a  pewter 

p l a t e  o r  bowl. This  i s  t h e  on ly  pewter a r t i f a c t  recovered i n  the  bow 

t o  da te .  The l a c k  of pewter i n  t h e  bow sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  crew a t e  o f f  

wooden p l a t e s  and d i s h e s  while the s h i p ' s  o f f i c e r s  a t e  t h e i r  meals on 

pewter. The g a l l e y  man was o f t e n  l oca t ed  i n  the forepeak o f  a  cargo 

o r  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l ,  away from the o f E i c e r s  but near  the food s t o r e s  and 

be r th ing  a r e a  f o r  the  crew. 

In  support  of a  forward g a l l e y ,  c a s k  s t a v e s  and heads were mingled 

w i t h  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  p i eces  i n  t he  t e s t  t rench.  The cask  s t a v e s  a r e  

oak and range i n  l e n g t h  from 63.7 cm to  83.5 cm between croze.  Most 

of t h e  ca sk  heads a r e  t he  w a t e r t i g h t  v a r i e t y  and a r e  approximately 62  

cm i n  maximum diameter.  

Underneath and around the wooden a r t i f a c t s  metal  o b j e c t s  formed 

l a r g e  concent ra t ions .  One of  t he  wooden t rencher  fragments was concreted 

t o  a  small  cannon b a l l .  The b a l l  diameter  measures 6.5 cm. Other long 

r o d - l i k e  c o n c r e t i o n s  l a y  strewn around the  t rench.  The q u a n t i t y  of  

c o n c r e t e d  m a t e r i a l s  i n  the bow a r e a  sugges ts  a  small  sho t locke r  may 

have been placed below t h e  g a l l e y  i n  t h e  bow. 



A t a r  c a s k ,  a  s m a l l  t o o l  hand le ,  and a  small p i e c e  o f  l e a d  s c r a p  

r e f l e c t  a  bosun ' s  s t o r a g e  compartment. T h i s  compartment may have a l s o  

h e l d  some of  t h e  r i g g i n g  p a r t s  found i n  t h e  t r e n c h .  S e v e r a l  b l o c k  p a r t s  

were recovered i n c l u d i n g  a complete  s i n g l e  b l o c k  and two p a r t i a l  deadeyes .  

B o t h  deadeyes  e x h i b i t  wear s u g g e s t i n g  they  a l r e a d y  had been r e p l a c e d  

and were k e p t  below i n  c a s e  o f  a n  emergency. 

Two s m a l l  p a r t i a l  j i g g e r  r e e l s ,  a  bone harpoon head,  and s e v e r a l  

l e a d  we igh t s  a l s o  found i n  t h e  t r e n c h  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  s h o t l o c k e r  and bosun 's  compartment,  a f i s h i n g  l o c k e r  was l o c a t e d  

i n  t h e  bow. Recovered  a long  w i t h  t h e  f i s h i n g  g e a r  were two t u s k s .  

One h a s  been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a wa l rus  t u s k  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  h a s  n o t  y e t  been 

i d e n t i f i e d .  

Although t h e  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  few i n  number t h e y  a r e  i n f o r m a t i v e  about  

t h e  s i t e .  The a r t i f a c t s  found e a r l i e r  by s p o r t  d i v e r s  and t h o s e  found 

t h i s  s e a s o n  f l o a t i n g  on t h e  s u r f a c e  a t  amidsh ips  a p p e a r  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  

t h e  o f f i c e r s '  b e l o n g i n g s .  The French copper  p e n n i e s  d a t e d  1638 and 

t h e  r a r e  b r a s s  a s t r o l a b e  d a t e d  1628 a l s o  h e l p  narrow t h e  p o s s i b l e  t ime 

span  i n  which t h e  sh ipwreck  could  have t aken  p lace .  However, n e i t h e r  

t h e  F r e n c h  n a t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  c o i n s  n o r  t h e  Span i sh  i n s c r i p t i o n  'OY 

DYAS' on t h e  a s t r o l a b e  c o n c l u s i v e l y  d e f i n e  t h e  n a t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  s h i p .  

Yet t h e  combined p r e s e n c e  of  t h e  penn ies  and Sa in tonge  ware may s u g g e s t  

a  French s h i p .  

From t h e  t e s t  t r e n c h  i n  t h e  bow we have l e a r n e d  something about 

t h e  mess h a b i t s  o f  t h e  crew and about  some o f  t h e  equipment used f o r  

f i s h i n g .  I n f o r m a t i o n  ga ined  from t h e  t r e n c h  h a s  a l s o  e n l i g h t e n e d  u s  

abou t  t h e  use o f  s p a c e  aboard s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  v e s s e l s .  

F u r t h g r  e x c a v a t i o n  i s  t h e  key t o  c o n c l u s i v e l y  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l i t y  

o f  t h e  s h i p ,  t h e  purpose  o f  t h e  voyage,  and t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

a b o a r d  t h e  v e s s e l .  T h i s  snapsho t  o f  mid-seventeenth  c e n t u r y  l i f e  i s  

i n v a l u a b l e  t o  s c h o l a r s  s o r t i n g  ou t  t h e  vague c h r o n o l o g i e s  o f  s o u t h e r n  

French p o t t e r y ,  and mar i t ime  and economic h i s t o r i a n s  c o n s t r u c t i n g  h i s t o r i e s  

o f  c o l o n i a l  North America, a s  well a s  t h e  peop le  o f  Canada whose r i c h  

m a r i t i m e  h e r i t a g e  i s  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  beg inn ing  t o  emerge and t a k e  i t s  

proper  p l a c e  among t h e  many h i s t o r i e s  o f  Canadian development.  



THE HULL 

A f t e r  f i v e  weeks o f  s u r v e y  a  s k e t c h y  b u t  a c c u r a t e  mapped o u t l i n e  

o f  t h e  Isle-aux-Morts wreck i s  comple te  ( F i g u r e  2) .  Conforming t o  t h e  

g u l c h  t h e  h u l l  l i e s  e a s t / w e s t  a l o n g  t h e  long  a x i s  o f  t h e  g u l c h .  The 

t o t a l  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  h u l l  i s  26.5 m w i t h  d e b r i s  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  undernea th  

f a l l e n  b o u l d e r s .  The wid th  o f  t h e  h u l l  v a r i e s .  I n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  

q u a d r a n t  t h e  s t a r b o a r d  frame ends  r u n  c l o s e  a long  t h e  s o u t h e r n  o u t c r o p  

o f  r o c k  i n c r e a s i n g  from 2  m s o u t h  o f  t h e  b a s e l i n e  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  end 

o f  t h e  g u l c h  t o  13  m s o u t h  of  t h e  b a s e l i n e  a t  t h e  g u l c h ' s  c e n t e r .  At 

t h e  t h w a r t l i n e ,  14 m from t h e  bow, t h e  s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  o f  t h e  h u l l  b e g i n s  

t o  c u r v e  n o r t h  ending around t h e  26 m mark. Here t h e  w e s t e r n  end o f  

t h e  g u l c h  b e g i n s  t o  r i s e  s t e e p l y .  In  t h e  n o r t h e r n  q u a d r a n t s  o f  t h e  

s i te  t h e  p o r t  frame ends  b e g i n  o n l y  1  m n o r t h  o f  t h e  b a s e l i n e  and run 

c o n s i s t e n t l y  c l o s e  a l o n g  t h e  b a s e l i n e .  Divers  probed a f t  o f  t h e  t h w a r t l i n e  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p o r t  h u l l  f rames back t o  t h e  26 m mark where t h e  f rames 

sudden ly  ended. 

Gauging from t h e  l a y  o f  t h e  exposed f rames and t h e  d imens ions  o f  

t h e  e x t a n t  s i t e ,  o n l y  t h i r t y  p e r c e n t  o r  l e s s  o f  t h e  h u l l  s t i l l  e x i s t s .  

The e a s t e r n  q u a d r a n t s  a r e  covered by 5 cm t o  50 cm of c o a r s e  sand. 

The overburden i n  t h e  wes te rn  q u a d r a n t s  i s  up t o  1.5 m deep.  Approximately 

20 cm of sand is i n  c o n s t a n t  mot ion o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  s i t e  a l t e r n a t e l y  

expos ing  and c o v e r i n g  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  h u l l .  Most o f  t h e  p o r t  

f r a m e s  (P20-P68) a r e  i n  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n  and show l i t t l e  s i g n  o f  

g r i b b l e  damage. T h e i r  s t a t e  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e y  have 

been exposed o n l y  r e c e n t l y .  During t h e  1982 s u r v e y  t h e s e  f rames were 

n o t  v i s i b l e .  D i v e r s  a l s o  probed t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  p o r t  f rames and 

encoun te red  a jumble of  wood f ragments  and pe rhaps  a  s m a l l  s e c t i o n  o f  

a f a l l e n  o u t  h u l l .  I f  t h e  h u l l  f a l l o u t  i s  a  r e c e n t  o c c u r r e n c e  i t  would 

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p o r t  frame ends.  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  

t h e  s t a r b o a r d  h u l l  f rames (S120-S165), a l t h o u g h  l i g h t l y  covered  wi th  

sand t h i s  p a s t  summer, a r e  b a d l y  eroded.  The amount o f  e r o s i o n  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  t h e y  have been uncovered i n  t h e  p a s t  and exposed t o  g r i b b l e  d e g r a d a t i o n .  

Working w i t h  t h e  exposed s e c t i o n s  o f  h u l l ,  opened t e s t  t r e n c h  and 

s u r f a c e  f i n d s  we were a b l e  t o  p I e c e  t o g e t h e r  n s u b s t a n t i a l  amount of 

i n  f o r m a t  i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  h u l l ,  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e ,  c rew ' s  b e l o n g i n g s ,  



and e v e n t u a l  demise of t h e  sh ip .  Loose frame s e c t i o n s  ( f u t t o c k s  and 

f l o o r s )  found on t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  s i t e  e x h i b i t e d  s e v e r a l  i n f o r m a t i v e  

f e a t u r e s .  A l l  t h e  f rames recovered were bad ly  s p l i t  and broken j u s t  

a t  t h e  po in t  where t h e y  c r o s s e d  t h e  k e e l .   he f r a c t u r e d  s t a t e  o f  t h e s e  

f rames s u g g e s t s  a  s e v e r e  blow smashed t h e  bow and d i s l o d g e d  t h e  forward 

k e e l s o n  and/or  stem deadwood. The broken n a t u r e  o f  t h e  frame p i e c e s  

recovered  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  l i t t l e  of  t h e  bow i s  s t i l l  i n t a c t .  

Af t  o f  t h e  bow o n  b o t h  t h e  p o r t  and s t a r b o a r d  s i d e s ,  t h e  h u l l  i n t e g r i t y  

i s  g r e a t e r  and t h e  room and space  between f rames becomes c l e a r .  However, 

undernea th  cannon !I4 and f u r t h e r  a s t e r n  under  cannons b l ,  2 ,  and 3 t h e  

f r a m e s  a r e  t i g h t  t o g e t h e r  i n  groups  o f  t h r e e .  Whether t h i s  f e a t u r e  

i s  e x t r a  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  gun emplacements o r  added s t r u c t u r e  f o r  some 

o t h e r  h u l l  requirement  i s  n o t  c l e a r  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

Besides  t h e  exposed framing s y s  tem two l a r g e  fore-and-af t  t imbers  

w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d .  Both t i m b e r s  a r e  beveled on b o t h  s i d e s  and f o l l o w  

t h e  i n s i d e  c u r v e  o f  t h e  h u l l .  The t imber  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  h a s  two 

complex  d o v e - t a i l  m o r t i s e s  c u t  i n t o  i t s  n o r t h e r n  face .  The n o t c h e s  

a r e  5 m a p a r t  w i t h  a  s c a r f  n e a r  t h e  e a s t e r n m o s t  m o r t i s e .  To t h e  s o u t h  

o f  t h e  notched t imber  a  5 cm c e i l i n g  a l t e r n a t e s  w i t h  t h i c k e r  t i m b e r s ,  

p o - s s i b l y  s t r i n g e r s  o r  f o o t  wales.  Although t h e  l a r g e  beve led  t imber  

o n  the  s o u t h e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  h u l l  resembles  t h e  n o r t h e r n  notched t imber 

we d i d  not  f i n d  any d o v e - t a i l  m o r t i c e s  on t h e  exposed s e c t i o n s .  Also 

t h e  c e i l i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  l a r g e  s o u t h e r n  beveled p i e c e  does  n o t  

a l t e r n a t e  i n  s i z e  i n  t h e  same sequence a s  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t s  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

However ,  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e s  were uncovered on e i t h e r  s i d e  

o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  beveled t imber.  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  beveled t imber 

a s m a l l  box s i ts  f l u s h  wi th  t h e  i n s i d e  c e i l i n g  f a c e  and r u n s  th rough  

t o  the  o u t e r  p lank ing .  Staggered on frame west and j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  

of t h e  beveled t imber  a n o t h e r  i d e n t i c a l  box i s  set in .  T h e i r  u s e  i s  

u n c l e a r .  Also,  f i t t i n g  up a g a i n s t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  beveled t imber  is  a  

r i d e r  frame. The frame i s  above t h e  c e i l i n g  and provided e x t r a  s u p p o r t  

f o r  the  h u l l .  

Both l a r g e  beveled t imbers  a p p e a r  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s h i p ' s  i n n e r  

w a l i n g  s y s t e m .  The accompanying t h i c k  t i m b e r s  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  

t h e  h u l l  sugges t  a  c l o s e  p rox imi ty  t o  t h e  k e e l s o n  w h i l e  t h e  s o u t h e r n  



beveled t imber  i s  p robab ly  f u r t h e r  up t h e  s t a r b o a r d  s i d e .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  Isle-aux-Morts sh ipwreck  came t o  r e s t  on h e r  s i d e  

p r o t e c t i n g  more o f  h e r  s t a r b o a r d  h u l l  i n  the  sand of t h e  g u l c h .  Over 

t h e  y e a r s  t h e  h u l l  d e t e r i o r a t e d  and began t o  conform t o  t h e  g u l c h .  

The i n  f o r m a  t i o n  g a t h e r e d  concern ing  t h e  h u l l  i s  i n t r i g u i n g  and 

r a i s e s  many q u e s t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Although we have d e f i n e d  

t h e  p o r t  and s t a r b o a r d  s i d e s  of  t h e  h u l l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  room and space  

o f  t h e  f raming we s t i l l  do not  f u l l y  unders tand  where we a r e  i n s l d e  

t h e  h u l l .  Our p rob ing  i n  the  e a s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  h u l l  d i d  n o t  i s o l a t e  

t h e  k e e l s o n .  We do not  know w i t h  any  c e r t a i n t y  how much o f  t h e  bow 

and s t e r n  a r e  s t i l l  i n t a c t .  F u r t h e r  knowledge concern ing  t h e  s i z e  o f  

t h e  s h i p  and t h e  s h i p w r i g h t i n g  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  produced t h e  v e s s e l  a r e  

q u e s t i o n s  whose answers  a r e  s e a l e d  i n  t h e  sand of t h e  I s l e -aw-Mor t s  

gu lch .  F u t u r e  e x c a v a t i o n s  c a n  c o n s t r u c t  a c l e a r  snapsho t  o f  many c u l t u r a l  

f a c e t s  poor ly  r e p r e s e n t e d  and unders tood i n  o u r  p r e s e n t  day  h i s t o r i e s .  

RECOMMENDAT IONS 

I n  o r d e r  t o  a t t a i n  a  f u l l e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  Is le-am-Morts  

s i t e  we recommend t h a t  a  f u l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  over  t h e  

upcoming two y e a r s .  The I s l e -aw-Mor t s  wreck i s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  s i t u a t e d  

between two o t h e r  w e l l - s t u d i e d  Canadian s i t e s ,  t h e  Red Bay wreck, San - 
J u a n  (1565) (Barkham 1978) and t h e  Machault d a t i n g  t o  1760 (Zacharchuk 

1 9 7 2 ) .  I n f o r m a t i o n  recovered  from t h e  s i t e  w i l l  a i d  f u t u r e  s t u d i e s  

of b o t h  t e r r e s t r i a l  and n a u t i c a l  archaeology.  

For  1984 we s u g g e s t  a  t h r e e - f o l d  approach.  F i r s t ,  e f f o r t s  shou ld  

b e  made t o  r e s e a r c h  thorough ly  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  a l r e a d y  recovered  i n  hopes 

of  f u r t h e r  d e f i n i n g  t h e  s h i p ' s  n a t i o n a l i t y .  Second, an a r c h i v a l  s e a r c h  

s h o u l d  b e  i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  suspec ted  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n .  F i n a l l y ,  a  

complete  e x c a v a t i o n  o f  t h e  forward h a l f  o f  t h e  h u l l  (14 m x  14 m) should  

b e  under t a k e n  n e x t  summer. 

Both t h e  second and t h i r d  phases  o f  t h e  s t u d y  w i l l  r e q u i r e  funding.  

The t h i r d  t a s k ,  e x c a v a t i o n ,  w i l l  b e  by f a r  t h e  most c o s t l y .  To maximize 

e f f i c i e n c y  and keep c o s t s  down we s u g g e s t  a n  e i g h t  week f i e l d  s e a s o n  

from mid-June t o  l a t e  J u l y .  ThLs i s  t h e  b e s t  season  f o r  d i v i n g  on t h e  

s o u t h w e s t e r n  c o a s t .  By u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  c l i m a t i c  window we w i l l  keep 



o u r  down time t o  a  minimum. 

C o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  equipment and d i v e  teams w i l l  r e q u i r e  a  

w e l l  o rgan ized  s t a f f  wi th  w e l l  d e f i n e d  o p e r a t i o n a l  procedures .  P o s i t i o n s  

f o r  a  d i r e c t o r ,  two team l e a d e r s ,  two c o n s e r v a t o r s ,  a c a t a l o g u e r ,  a n  

i l l u s t r a t o r ,  a  d i v e  m a s t e r ,  a  cook,  and a  mechanic shou ld  b e  budgeted 

f o r  t h e  summer excava t ion . .  

The I s l e -aw-Mor t s  s i t e  p r e s e n t s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  chance  f o r  g r a d u a t e  

s t u d e n t s  o f  a r c h a e o l o g y ,  h i s t o r y ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  and b i o l o g y  t o  work 

w i t h  and p u b l i s h  pr imary d a t a .  We recommend i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  f i e l d  p rac t i cums  f o r  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  and a f i e l d  s c h o o l  f o r  under- 

g r a d u a t e s  a n d / o r  g r a d u a t e s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i e l d  work. 

T h e s e  s u g g e s t  i o n s  a r e  aimed a t  proceeding w i t h  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  Is le-am-Morts  s i t e  i n  a  t i m e l y  manner. The s i t e  i s  w e l l  known 

and d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o t e c t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  I s l e -  

am-Mor t s  f o r  a l l  peop le  t h e  s i t e  must b e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  exp lo red  a s  

soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  
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F i g u r e  1 

I s l e  a u x  M o r t s  i s  l o c a t e d  on the s o u t h w e s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  Newfoundland 
n e a r  P o r t  a u x  Basques. ( C o u r t e s y  of MUN C a r t o g r a p h i c  L a b o r a t o r y ) .  



Figure 2 

The ship s e t t l e d  in  a gulch with i t s  bow facing east  





F i g u r e  3 T r i a n g u l a t i o n  was used t o  measure  s u r f a c e  a r t i f a c  ts f n  s i  t u .  

F i g u r e  4 T r i l a t e r a t i o n  was used t o  measure a r t i f a c t s  i n  s i t u  found 
below t h e  s u r f a c e .  



s e a  

Plate 1 The crew was transported to the s i t e  each day aboard the Sylvia 
,Amanda. (Photo by E. O'Reilly) 



Plate 2 Diver using a hydrodredge to f a c i l i t a t e  excavation. 



Plate 3 Complete pitcher (NM1483/50/006) found on the surface and fragments 
of a chafing dish (NM1483/50/001). (Photos by J.M. Barber). 
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Napaktok 34 
N a p a k a t a k t a l i k  I s l a n d  30 
Naskapi 33 ,38,44 
n e p h r i t e  10 ,17,51,63 

No Name I s l a n d  49 ,59  
Norse 5 , 3 5  
Notre  Dame Bay 34,101 
Nukasusutok I s l a n d  4 
Nukasusutok I s l a n d  58,60,62 
Nukasusutok-5 53,54,58 
Nukasusutok-12 61 
N u l l i a k  Cove 31 ,33  
N u l l i a k  Cove-1 31,40 
N u l l i a k  Harbour 3 ,27 
Nunaingok 48,54 

0 
Oakes Bay 36  
O'Brien Farm s i t e  2 
Okak 26,27,43,44 
Okak-1 48-50,53,55,56,62 
Okak-2 63 
Okak-4 63 
Okak Bay 3 
Okak I s l a n d  4 
o t t e r  6 

P 
P a l a e o  I n d i a n  97 
p e a t  91  
P i c c a i r e - 1  98 
P o r t  Manvers Run 37 
P o i n t  P e n i n s u l a  100 
P o i n t  Revenge 43,44,93 
P o s t v i l l e  3 ,27 ,28 ,40  

Q 
q u a r t z  76 ,77,79 
q u a r t z  c r y s t a l  9 , 1 0 , 3 0 , 4 5  
q u a r t z i t e  10 ,15  
quartzite f l a k e s  76,77 
Q u e s t l e t  I s l a n d  36 

R 
Komah Bay 32,43 
Kamah c h e r t  8-13,15,32,33,41,  

44 ,59 ,61 ,62  
R;~n~ea 98  
R a t t l e r s  Right  37,41 
Red Ray 2-4, 69 ,75  
Red Ir!d i a n  Lake 4  
Reef I s l a n d  30 

S 
Saddle  I s l a n d  6 9 , 7 0 , 7 3 , 7 5  
S a g l e k  18,26,27 



Saglek Bay 2,5,6 
salt 83 
San Juan 3,74 
s c a l l o p s  78 
s c h i s t  9-12,17,50,51,63 
Schooner Cove 69 
s c u l p i n  6 
Sculpin I s l a n d s  27,35,50,53 
s e a l s  6 ,76 
s e r p e n t i n e  15 
Seven I s l ands  Bay 37 
s h e l l f i s h  6 
shrimp 6 
Shuldham 1 3  
Shuldham-6 12 
Shuldham-9 7,11,17 
Shuldham-14 1 1 
Shuldham Is land  2,4-6,34 
s l a t e  9,10,39,50,53,99 
soapstone 9-17,30-32,34,39,45, 

51,53,63 
Spi t sbergen  73 

T 
Te r r a  Nova Nat ional  Park 3 
Thule 5,8,10,15,33,44,53,100 
T o r n g a t  Archaeologica l  P ro j ec t  

4,7 
Tracey Beach 77 
T r i n i t y  3,4,78,80,83,84 
Tunuyak 28 

u 
Ukas iksa l ik  I s land  30 

v 
Voisey Bay 39,44 

W 
walrus 6,10,54 
Western Arm 76 
whale 6,49,73,77 
Wigwam Brook 93 
Win temberg 100 
Wyatt H r .  58,60 

S i t e  Borden Numbers 



A 
A i l l i k  41-44 
A i l l i k - 2  42 
A r g e n t i a  8 9  

B 
Badger Bay 152 
Baie  Verte 102,  
Bat t le  Harbour 3 9  
Bay d e  Vieux-1 227 
Bay d e  V i e w - 1 1  227 
&?y clu Nord 1 ,232 ,233 ,235  
Beaches s i t e  198 
b e a r ,  p o l a r  7 3  
Beothuks 2 ,159 
Big Barasway 227,228,232 
Big F a l l s  41 
Big I s l a n d  9 
Big S t o c k  Cove 192 
Burgco 226,227 

C 
Cape H a r r i s o n  4 5  
Cape F r e e l s  2,161 
Cape LaHune 231 
c a r i b o u  102 
C a r t w r i g h t  35  
Cat A r m  2 
Cha teau  Bay 34 ,50  
c h e r t  192,195,198,212 
Chimney T i c k l e  39 ,49 ,52  
Coachman's Cove 91,92 
cod 3 6  
Conche 9 0 , 9 2 , 9 3  
Conne R i v e r  226,233,234 
C o r n e l t u s  I s l a n d  229 
Corne r  Brook 89  
Cow Head 2 ,143,231 
C u t t a i l  I s l a n d  230 

D 
Devereux,  H. 176 ,177,180 
D i l d o  Run P r o v i n c i a l  Pa rk  1 5 7  
Domino 37 
D o r s e t  2 ,8 ,10 ,11 ,15 ,16 ,54 ,103 ,  

117,190,193,213,215,227 
Dry Pond Brook 2 

E 
E a s t p o r t  8 9  
Eskimo - see D o r s e t ,  Neo-Eskimo, 

1981 
Palaeo-Eskimo 

F 
F a c t o r y  Cove 4 ,131,132,138,142 

143,144,210,211,215,216 
F i s h  P o i n t  Cove 3 5  
f j o r d s  34 
F l e u r  d e  Lys 2,102-106,114,115, 

117-120 
f l i n t s  49 ,50  
F lower ' s  Cove 4 0  
Fogo 1 52 
F o r t e a u  39 
F rench  Cove 4 ,95  
Frenchman 's  Cove 4 ,160,198 

G 
g a n n e t s  3 8  
Glover town 8 9  
Goose Bay 34 
Grand F a l l s  176 
Grand y ' s  Brook 226-228,232,237 
Green  I s l a n d  3 4 , 3 5 , 3 8  
Great Nor the rn  P e n i n s u l a  2 
G r o s w a t e r  Bay 9 ,  35 ,37 ,52  

H 
Hamil ton  I n l e t  51 ,52 ,53  
h a r p  s e a l  3 5 , 5 3  
Hebron 41 ,42  
Henby I s l a n d  5 0  

I 
I n d i a n  Harbour  37  
I n d i a n  Ho le  237 
I n d i a n  P o i n t  174 ,178  
I n d i a n  T i c k l e  47  
I n d i a n  Cove 227 
I n u i t  ,Labrador  7 , 3 9 , 4 9 , 5 3  
Isle Galet 160  

J 
J e n n e s s ,  D. 1 0 3  

K 
K e p p e l l  I s l a n d  40 ,50 ,52  

L 
Lake Michel  2 
L'Anse a Flamme 160,198,229 
La S c i e  40 



L a t e  D o r s e t  5,7,8,10,11,12,14,17,18 
L i t t l e  Barasway 227,228,232 
L i t t l e  P a s s a g e  213,216,217,229,236 
L o b s t e r  4 0  
Long Harbour  232 

M 
Maidmonts I s l a n d  9 
March,Mary 174 
Maritime A r c h a i c  7 ,32 ,39 ,44 ,45 ,54  

119,159,190,1.95 
M a r t i n i q u e  Bay 90 ,92 ,93  
Mary March Brook 1 7 5  
Mary's Harbour 3 5  
Melbourne 226 
Micmac 233  
Micmac-Montagnais 1 7 5  
Middle  D o r s e t  7 , 1 2  
Middle Ridge 234 
M i l l e r t o w n  175,183 
Morgan I s l a n d  231 

N 
Nain 4 0  
Neo-Eskimo 6 ,11 ,14 ,18 ,19  
New World I s l a n d  157 ,158  
N o r t h e r n  P e n i n s u l a  8 8  
Nor thwest  Course 94,97 
No t re  Dame Bay 152 
N u l l i a k  41 ,42  

P 
Palaeo-Eskimo 6 ,18 ,39 ,44  
Penguin  I s l a n d  231 
P i l l e y ' s  I s l a n d  152 
P l a c e n t i a  Bay 201 
P o i n t  Revenge 7-9,16,45 
P t .  Revenge I n d i a n s  7 , 8  
P o r t  a u  Choix 4 0  
P o r t  Saunde r s  40 ,50  
Pre-Dorse t  4 , 1 6 , 1 2  

Q 
q u a r t z  115,214 
q u a r t z  c r y s t a l  1 6 , 1 7 , 4 2 , 4 7  
Quirpon Hr. 95 ,96  

R 
Ramah 9 , 1 3 8  
Ramah c h e r t ,  8 , 9 , 1 6 , 1 7 , 3 8 , 4 9  
Red Bay 2 ,4 ,62 ,68 ,161  
Red I n d i a n  Lake 152 

Red I n d i a n s  175 
r h y o l i t e  192,198 
R i g o l e t  43 
Rose I s l a n d  8 

S 
Sadd le  I s l a n d  62  
S a g l e k  38,141 
S a g l e k  Bay 6 , 9  
S a g l e k  F j o r d  8 , 1 6  
S t .  J o h n ' s  8 9  
S t .  J o h n ' s  Harbour 16  
S t .  L u n a i r e  90 ,96  
sa lmon  34 ,36 ,48 ,107  
Sandbanks 46 ,228,230 
s e a l  39 ,48 ,147  
sea t r o u t  4 8  
Shuldham-9 5 ,17  
Shuldham I s l a n d  2 , 4 , 6  
s l a t e  192 
s o a p s t o n e  102,103,105-107,109,114 

115,118 
Southwest  Course  93 
Speck,  F. 175 
S p o t t e d  I s l a n d  35 ,37 ,52  
s p r u c e  4 2 , 4 6  
s t o c k  Cove 2,4,160,190-193,195,200 

201,217 

T 
T e r r a  Nova R i v e r  234 
Tornga t  40  
T r i n i t y  89  
T r i n i t y  Bay 160,210 
T r u e  H i l l  Bottom 236 
t u n d r a  34 
T w i l l i n g a t e  153 

u 
Upper Burgeo 231-232 

v 
V a t c h e r  I s l a n d  229 

W 
Warford ' s  Brook 1 8 1  
Webeck Harbour 4 5  
w h a l i n g  37 ,56 ,73  
Whee le r ,  R 92 
White Bear Bay 232 
Wintemberg 103 



S i  t e  Bo rden  Numbers 
CjAx-1 229 

A 
A i l l i k  3 , 1 2  
Anak ta l ak  3 4 , 4 1  
Aspen Brook 173 

B 
Back A r m  1 2 0  
Barbace  Cove 121,128 
Barbace  P t .  121 
Barkham, S. 103,197 
b a r n a c l e  s h e l l s  82  
Bay d ' E s p o i r  186,195,196 
B e a c h e s , t h e  60 ,62 ,133  
b e a r  , b l a c k  3 3  
b e a v e r  164,165,184 
B e l l e  Is le ,  S t r a i t  o f ,  100 ,101 ,118  
Beothuk 173 
Big  I s l a n d  6 , 8 , 1 2 , 1 3 , 4 7  
BCg I s l a n d - 9  1 4  
Big I s l a n d  Eas t -1  11  
Big I s l a n d  Eas t -2  11  
Rig I s l a n d  Eas t -3  1 2  
Big I s l a n d  Eas t -4  1 2  
Big I s l a n d  East-5 1 3  
Big I s l a n d  Eas t -6  1 3  
Big I s l a n d  East-7 1 3  
Big I s l a n d  Eas t -8  1 3  
Big I s l a n d  Eas t -9  1 3  
Big I s l a n d  Eas t -10  1 3  
Big I s l a n d  East-11 1 3  
Big I s l a n d  East-12 14 

1982 
b i r c h  1 7 0  
B i shop ' s  F a l l s  162,166 
Blanc  Sab lon  119,125,128 
B l a c k  c h e r t  1 3  
B lack  f l i e s  165 
B l u e b e l l  I s l a n d  7 
bog 57 
B o n a v i s t a  Bay 59 ,63 ,138 ,139  
Roone Bay 63  
Boyd's Cove 1 ,135,138,139 
R r a d o r  126 
Broom P t .  65-67,74 
brown c h e r t  121 
Bur in  Pen. 196 
B u r n t  Knaps-2 179-183 
B l ~ r n t  P t .  5 9  

C 
Cape Bauld 123,124 
Cape F ree l s -2  133  
Cape Norman 123  
Cape Riche  120,128 
Cape Uivak 7 
c a r i b o u  4 ,33 ,36  
C a r t w r i g h t ,  J. 1 3 8  
C a t  A r m  5 7  
c h a r  6 ,33 ,36  
c h a r c o a l  121,136,164,168,186 
Chateau  Bay 100 
c h e r t  9 ,58 ,61 ,121,126,167 
c o b b l e  h e a r t h s  40  



c o n i f e r o u s  f o r e s t s  134 
Conne River  179 
Copenhagen 6 
Corner Brook 57 
Croney I s l a n d  197 

D 
Daniel  R a t t l e  35,37,39,42,43 
Davis I n l e t  32,37,47 
Deer Lake 57 
Degrat Is land-1 123,124 
D e v i l ' s  Cove 57 
Dog Pen insu la  122,128,138 
Dog Peninsula-1 132 
Dorset  121,126 
D o r s e t ,  L a t e ,  45 
Dorse t ,  Middle 59,60,61,63,65,  

67,125 
duck 121 

E 
E a s t e r n  H r .  6 
E n g l i s h  Pt .  134,135 
Eskimo- 

Groswater ( P a l a e o )  9,61,64 
Neo 1 0  
P a l a e o  1 ,3 ,8 ,10,41,61,64 

E x p l o i t s  River  161,162,172,173 

F 
f e l s i t e s  40  
Flower 's  Bay-1 55c 
Flower 's  Cove-1 40  
Flower 's  Cove-2 40 
F o r t  Chimo 4 5  
f o x  6 ,163 

G 
Gargamelle 120 
Goose Bay 4,19 
Grand F a l l s  165,166,171,172 
Grea t  auk  84 
G r e a t  Car ibou I s l a n d  59 
Great  Northern Pen insu la  119,128 
Greenland 1 4  
Greens pond 59 
Gros Morne Nat iona l  Park  65 
Groswater Bay 14 

H 
Hamilton I n l e t  19,44,45,52 
Harp, E. 118,120 

h a r p  s e a l s  6 ,  62 
h a r e  163 
Haven, t h e  128 
Hawkes Bay 120 
Henry I V ,  King 96 
High Kamarsuk 55c 
Humber River  57 

I 
I n d i a n  59,183 
I n d i a n  House Lake 4 5  
I n d i a n  P o i n t  135 
Inspec  t o r  I s l a n d  133 
I n u i t  11,33,44,119,126 
I r o n  P y r i t e s  138 
Is le  a u  Bois 125,128 
I s l e  a w  Morts 3,195,196 
I s l e  du Bassin 126,128 

K 
Kamarsuk 34,41,43,56 
K a n g a l a s i o r v i k  Bay-1 t o  8 
15 
K a n g a l a s i o r v i k  Bay-9 t o  1 7  

16 
K a n g a l a s i o r v i k  Is. 8 
Kanga las io rv ik  L. 16 
Kanga las io rv ik  R. 16 

L 
Labrador  3,44,47 
Labrador  I n u i t  3 ,6 ,11,41,44 
L'Anse a w  Meadows 125 
lemming 6 
l i c h e n  42 
l i m e s t o n e  129 
l i t h i c  11,12 
L i t t l e  Passage 139 
L i t t l e  S t .  Lawrence 198 
Lodge Bay 58 
loon  33  

M 
Marit ime Archa ic  3 ,14,18,22,24 

28,38,  
Marshland 57 
Marten 183 
M a r t i j n ,  C. 118,125,127 
Mary March 173,174 
Mary's H r .  158 



M e r r i f i e l d  Bay 35 ,39  
Micmacs 138,186 
Middle Bay 176 
Middle  Ridge  179,184,186 
M i l l e r t o w n  1 7 3  
mink 165 
moose 165-1 67 ,179 
moss 167 
M o r t i e r  197,198 
Morue S p i t  120 

N 
Nachvak 7 
Nain 1 9 , 3 2 , 3 4 , 3 7 , 3 9 , 4 4  
Nangassa t 120 
Nasknpi  3 4 , 4 1  
Newfoundland Museum 6 
Nimrod's  Poo l  170 
Noel P a u l ' s  Brook 163,164 
Noel P a u l ' s  Brook-1 176 
Noel P a u l ' s  Brook-2 167 
Noel P a u l ' s  Brook-3 167 
North Angle 170  
Nortliwest Gander R i v e r  179 
Nor thwest  R i v e r  41  
Notakwanon D e l t a  45  
Nothing  Bay 3 5  
N o t r c  Dame Bay 63 ,134 ,138  
Nova S c o t i a  118 

0 
Okak 6 
Okpatzik Bay 3 5  
Old F o r t  119,129 
Onlon Cove 123  
o t t e r  6 

P 
P h i l i p ' s  Garden 121 
Pigeon Cove 1 ,125 
P i s t o l e t  Bay 119,120,128 
P o s t v i l l e  33 ,42 ,43 ,47  
P o i n t  Revenge 4 0 , 4 2 , 4 3  
P o i n t  Revenge I n d i a n s  3 , 1 0  
P o i n t e  Riche  119,120 
Pope ' s  P o i n t  162 
p o r c l ~ p i n e s  34 
P o r t  a u  Choix 119,120,127 
P o r t  Saunde r s  119 ,120 ,128  
p t a n n i g a n  1 6 3  

Quirpon 1 2 8  
Qu i rpon  I s l a n d  123 ,135  
q u a r t z  c r y s t a l  f l a k e s  1 1 , 1 4 , 5 5 c  

60 ,67  
q u a r t z  40  

R 
Ramah c h e r t  12-14 ,18 ,39 ,41 ,44 ,  

139,158 
R a t t l e r s  B igh t  3 8  
R a t t l i n g  Brook 162,173 
Recent  I n d i a n  61 ,63 ,64  
Red Bay 2 ,25 ,74 ,84 ,85-87,95 ,100 
Red I n d i a n  F a l l s - 1  t o  5 1 6 9  
Red I n d i a n  Lake 161,162 

. Rose I s l a n d  s i t e  4 , 1 9  

S 
S a d d l e  I s l a n d  84 ,95 ,100,104 
S a g l e k  8 
S a g l e k  q u a r t z i t e  1 3  
S t .  Barbe 123 
S t .  John ' s  H r .  6 
S t .  J o h n ' s  I s l a n d  120 ,121  
S t .  P a u l ' s  127 
S t .  P i e r r e  182 
sa lmon 5 7  
S a l t e r ,  E. 20 
Samson, G. 4 5 , 5 1  
Sango Bay 35 ,37 ,42 ,43 ,44 ,46  
Sango Brook 43 
Sango Mountaln s t r e a m  4 3  
s a n d  196,197 
Sandy C o v e 2  1 4 , 1 9  
San J u a n  86,94 
Sa rqaq  14 
S a t a s o a k  41 
Savage Cove 1 2 3  
s e a l  11 ,33 ,47  
Shambler ' s  Cove 59,61,64,68,70,72 
s h e l l f i s h  6 
s h e l l s  134 
s h r u b  122  
Shuld ham 5 ,10  
Shuldham-9 3 , 4 , 9  
s i l t  67 
s l a t e  f l a k e s  11  
S l a u g h t e r  I s l a n d  162 ,170  
s o a p s t o n e  6 , 1 2 5  
Solomon I s l and-1  4 8 , 5 5 c  
Solomon I s l a n d - 2  47 ,55c  
Solomon I s l a n d s  37 ,47 ,48 ,50  



South  E x p l o i t s  162 
Southwest  Gander R ive r  162 
s p r u c e  170 
s t e a t i t e  55c  
s toneware  1 8 3  

T 
Takpanayak Bay 34 
T a s i a l u k  3 5  
Ten t  Ring 4 
T e r r a  Nova R i v e r  179 
T h a l i a  P t .  41 
Thule Eskimos 3 ,7 ,4  5 
T i d e s  Cove P t .  197 
T r i n i t y  Bay 63,138,139 
t r o u t  165 
Two Mile I s l a n d  162,169 
Two Mile Is land-2  170 
Two Mile I s l and-3  170 

u 
Ungava 6 
Upernavik  I s l a n d  1 9  

v 
Voisey Bay 34,36,37,44,46 
Voisey Bay-1 46 ,55c  

W 
w a l r u s  11,122 
West A r m  166 
whales 6,100,122 
White Bay 5 7  
White q u a r t z i t e  11 
Windy T i c k l e  46  
Win temberg 11 9 
Wolf I s l a n d  4 5  
Wyman Brook 135 

z 
Zoar 34  

S i t e  Borden Numbers 
GlCe-3 40 
GlCe-4 40 



A 
a c i d i t y  56 
Aillik 6-47, 51 
a n c h o r  147 
a n t l e r  8 9  
a r row 23  
a s t r o l a b e  142,151 

B 
b a l e e n  56 ,57 ,79  
b a r k  103 
Basque 70-81 
Bay o f  ' I s l ands  14  
Beaches ,  t h e  107 
beads  101,  102 
b e a r  74 ,99  
b e a v e r  20 ,99  
B e l l e  Is le ,  S t r a i t  o f  1 ,55 ,75  
Beothuk 1,4,17,87,98-109 
b e r r i e s  88 
Rig I s l a n d  15,48-54 
Black Bay 55,58 
Black  I s l a n d  13 ,19  
bone  56,57,74,80,82,103,106,148 
Boyd's Cove 1,4,98-125 

C 
C.H. T.N. 1 
cannon 143 ,153  
c a n v a s  103 
c a r i b o u  15 ,49 ,51 ,88 ,129  
c e m e t e r y  70,74-76 
c e r a m i c s  56-58,71 ,73 ,74 ,79 ,80 ,  

101 ,142 ,148 ,150  
chert  12,22,88,126-130,138 
c h r o n o l o g y  8 -9 ,10 ,11 ,15 ,17 ,  

19 ,50 ,55 ,58 ,106 ,107 ,154  
c l i m a  te 24 ,126 
cod 88 
c o n c r c  t i o n  149 
c o n s e r v a t i o n  70 ,147 ,155  
c o p p e r  2 0  
c o r m o r a n t  99  

D 
DeLabarre 27 
d i s e a s e  77 

1983 
Donner Founda t ion  155 
D o r s e t  12,14,15,27,48,49,85-97,  

127-131,138 

E 
e i d e r  99  
E n g l e e  130 
e r o s i o n  18 ,58 ,85 ,90  
E x p l o i t s  R i v e r  99 ,101,104 
E x p l o r e r ' s  Club  1 5 5  

F 
f a l c o n  1 5  
f e a t h e r s  8 0  
f e n c e ,  c a r i b o u  18 ,20 ,27 ,35 ,43 ,51  
F l e u r  d e  Lys 1,5,85-97 
E l i n t  56 ,57  
f l o t a t i o n  131 
f l u t i n g ,  t i p  128  
f o r e s t ,  boundary  o f  9 , 2 3  
f o x  15 ,49 ,58 ,74  
F r e n c h  102,142,150,151 
f u r  9 9  

G 
Garne t  P o i n t  27  
g l a s s  56,101,152 
g o o s e  1 5 , 9 9  
G r a v e l  Pond 129 
G r e a t  N o r t h e r n  P e n i n s u l a  130 
Groswa te r  Bay 6 ,13  
C r o s w a t e r  Palaeo-Eskimo 27 
g u l l l e m o t  99  

H 
Hamilton I n l e t  9 ,57 ,127  
Harp P e n i n s u l a  23 
ha rpoon  23,77,151 
hawk 1 5  
Hebron 9 ,10 ,18 ,21 ,23 ,52  
h o l l o w ,  s l e e p i n g  103,104 
l lydrodredge  147,161 

I 
I.S.E.R. 131  
' Indian Po i n  t 106 
I n d i a n ,  Recent  98 ,127 
I n n u  82 
I n s p e c t o r  I s l a n d  124 



I n u i t  6,12,19,27,48,49,55-58,79 
i r o n  58 ,80 ,100,107 
I s l a n d  Harbour 27 
Isle aux Morts  1,142-166 
I s thmus  27 ,127 
I t e r u n g n e k  F j o r d  1 9  
i v o r y  56 ,89  

J 
j a e g e r  99  
J a e g e r  I s l a n d  1 4  
J e n s  Haven I s l a n d  1 5  
J e r u s a l e m  Harbour 1 8  

K 
Kaipokak Bay 7 
K a n g a l a s i o n r i k  I s l a n d  1 5  

L 
L'Anse Amour 12 
L'Anse a u x  Meadows 5 
l e a d  56 ,71 ,76 ,80 ,100 ,151  
l e a t h e r  80,148-150 
L i t t l e  P a s s a g e  1 ,107,122,124,129,  

1.30,131,140 
longhouse  6-47,49,51 
Long P o i n t  129 
l o o n  99  

Machault  154  
Mar i t ime A r c h a i c  1,6-47,48-54,87 
m a r t e n  99  
Micmac 90,102 
mid-passage  1 8  
Mikk i tok  Lake 1 8  
Montagna i s  102 
Monument P o i n t  1 3 , 2 0  

N 
N.I.P. 1 
n a i l  56-58,71,74,76,79,100,101 
Nain 9 , 1 0 , 1 5 , 1 9  
Neo-Es kimo 1 4  
n e p h r i t e  12 ,13 ,27  
N e t t l e s h i p  15 ,27  
N o t r e  Dame Bay 98,127 
N u l l i a k  Cove 6-47 

0 
oakum 152 
Okak 10 ,15 ,127  

o ldsquaw 99 
o t t e r  99  

P 
P.A.R.I.S. 2 
Palaeo-Eskimo 7 
p a r t r i d g e  8 8  
Penny Hook Cove 12 
Petro-Canada 2 4 , 5 1 , 5 2  
pe t r o g l y p h s  90  
pewte r  154 
p i p e ,  c l a y  56-58,79,101,102^R 

p i t h o u s e  6 , 7 , 1 0 , 1 1 , 5 0 ,  
102  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  e s t i m a t e s  o f  
(M.A.) 9 ,11  

P o r t  a u  P o r t  P e n i n s u l a  1,  
126-1 4 1 

P o t  t-aux-Ra sque  s 142 
Pre-Dorse t  10 ,14 ,15 ,18 ,21-24,  

27 ,46  

Q 
q u a r t z  8 ,128  
q u a r t z i t e  16 ,17 ,50  

R 
Ramah c h e r t  h,16,20-23,49-51,128 
R a t t l e r s  Bil;ht 6-47 
Red Bay 1 ,4 ,12 ,55 ,70-81 
Red Incl i a n  l a k e  4 , 5  
red  o c h r e  16 
r e l A t i o n s h i p s  , c u l t u r a l  21-24 
rope  148 

S 
S. S.H. R.C. 70 ,108 
S a d d l e  I s l a n d  72 ,78 ,80  
S a g l e k  Bay 1 ,4 ,9 ,15 ,21 ,48 -54 ,127  
sa lmon  8 8  
Sandy Cove 1 3 ,19  
San J u a n  80 ,154  
Saunde r s  14  
s e a l  48,56,72,73,79,86,126,129 
S e a l  Cove P o i n t  13 ,19  
s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  18 
s h e l l  77 ,98 ,102,106 
s l ~ i p w r e c k  142-1 62 
S h ~ l d h a m  1st and 4 8  
s i n a  14 ,27 ,48  
s k i n  103,104 



s l a t e  16 ,128  
s m e l t  99  
s o a p s t o n e  1 6 , \ 7 , 2 0 , 5 2 , 5 8 , 6 7 ,  

79,85-97,128,130 
S o p ' s  I s l a n d  88 
S p a n i s h  151 
Squa re  I s l a n d  12  
S r i  Lanka 4 
S t .  George ' s  Bay 128  
S t o c k  Cove 131 
s t r e s s ,  s o c i a l  2 3  
s u b s i s t e n c e  11,21,48,88,99,126,131 
suLphur  148 

t e x t i l e  76 ,148  
Thu le  27  
t i l e  71  
Tombolo 27  
T o r n g a t  ArchaeoLogicaL P r o j e c t  

19  
t o u r i s m  9 3  
t r a d e  23,24 ,57 ,59 ,89 ,99 ,100,102 
t r i a n g u l a t i o n  145,159 
t r y w o r k s  70-73,79 
Twin I s l a n d  55-58,63,65,78-80 

v 
vanda l  i s m  92-94 

W 
w a l r u s  48,151 
w a t e r c r a f t  4 ,22 ,49 ,77 ,89 ,102  
w a t e r l o g g e d  s i t e  8 0  
wha le  49 ,55 ,57 ,70 ,75-80 
wigwam 103,104 
Wigwam Brook 99 ,101,106 
Windy Cove 18 ,19  
Windy T e r r a c e s  1 8  
Wiseman's Cove 58 ,69  
wood 17,20,22,56-58,70-80,89, 

103,148-151 

Y 
YM-YWCA 3 ,4  

S i t e  Borden Numbers 
DiAp-3 111 
DiAq-2 124 
DdBq-1 127 
DdBq-2 127 
DdBq-3 129 
DeBq-1 129 
EeBa-1 130 
EkRc-6 63  
EkRc-11 6 9  
FtAw-1 27 
FIB£-1 27 
GeBn-1 13 ,27  
GgBt-1 7 
Gg Bv- 2 7 
GhBt-1 1 0 , 2 9  
GhBt-3 7 ,10 ,31 ,33  
GhBt-4 7 ,10  
HbCf-1 27 
IaCo-1 27 
IaCp-16 27 
IaCr-1 27 
IbCp-20 9 ,10 ,35 ,37  
1bCp-25 27 
IbCq-5 27 
IbCq-6 27 
IbCq-7 27 
TbCr-1 27  
IbCr-2 27 
1cCq-9 27 
IdCp-1 51 
IdCp-18 51 
IdCp-23 50 
IdCq-1 51 
IdCq-6 51 
IdCq-8 51 
IdCq-47 51 
IdCq-48 5 0  
IdCq-50 51 
IdCq-51 51 
IdCq-54 4 9  
IdCq-55 4 9  
TdCq-56 4 9  
IdCq-57 4 9  
IdCr-40 27 
IdCr-41 27 
IdCr-42 27 
IdCr-43 27  






