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Historic Resources Impact Assessment Guidelines: (Revised July 8, 2020)

1.0 Regulatory Basis and Definitions

1.1 In accordance with Section 3(c) of the Archaeological Investigation Permit Regulations [963/96], an archaeological permit is required to conduct a Historic Resources Impact Assessment (HRIA) under the Historic Resources Act [RSNL1990 CHAPTER H-4] (HRA).

1.2 As defined in Section 2 of Regulation 963/96, a HRIA means an assessment carried out to determine the impact a proposed development will have on archaeological resources in the area where the development is proposed to be carried out;
1.3 A HRIA may be required where the minister is of the opinion that an operation or activity will or is likely to result in the alteration, damage or destruction of or otherwise adversely affect historic resources or palaeontological resources as described in Section 13 of the HRA.

2.0 Historic Resources Impact Assessments

2.1 Desktop Assessment: means research that does not involve any fieldwork, but may include the research and review of archival records, documentary evidence, existing collections and conducting interviews. While this type of assessment does not require an Archaeological Investigation Permit, the Provincial Archaeologist should be notified of such an undertaking.  
2.2 Field Assessment: means fieldwork of any kind (including site testing, surveying, mapping and photography), and requires a HRIA Permit Application as per the HRA and Archaeological Investigation Permit Regulations. Any subsequent field operations related to the recommendations of a HRIA are to be conducted via a standard Archaeological Research Permit Application. 
3.0 Permit Requirements

A person applying for a Permit to conduct a HRIA must meet the minimum qualifications required by Section 4 of the Regulation 963/96.  A Permit Application for a HRIA will include: 

3.1 Applicant Identification (contact information and period for which the permit is required)

3.2 An overview of the proposed undertaking (project title, proponent contact information, project location, rationale and scheduling)

3.3 Description of Assessment (including objectives, research plan, methodology, relation to previous work, schedule of fieldwork and analysis)

3.4 Conservation Plan (if necessary) including arrangements for conservation, name and signature of the conservator.

3.5 Proof of Qualifications to hold an archaeological permit (CV is to be attached).

4.0 Field Assessment Requirements

A qualified archaeologist who conducts fieldwork under a permit shall:

4.1 Consult with stakeholders and obtain approvals (where required) to conduct field investigations on private or publically restricted lands. 

4.2 Comply with Indigenous consultation requirements as outlined in The Government of Newfoundland and Labrador’s Aboriginal Consultation Policy on Land and Resource Development Decisions document www.gov.nl.ca/exec/iias/files/aboriginal_consultation.pdf
4.3 Conduct the assessment in accordance within the parameters of the approved archaeological Permit and the conditions outlined therein. 

4.4 Report to the Provincial Archaeology Office (PAO) within 48 hours if, during the course of their work, find that the integrity of a site is threatened.

4.5 Submit to the PAO, completed Site Record Forms for all sites discovered or revisited within 30 days after the expiration of the permit. 

4.6 Prepare and submit to the PAO within 180 days, an Interim Report (in accordance with Section 12 of Regulation 963/96) containing an assessment of the impact of the proposed development or activity and include recommendations to mitigate and/or avoid historic resources if they are present. 

4.7 Submit a Final Report to the PAO within one year (in accordance with Section 13 of Regulation 963/96), including digital copies of all field notes, photographs, GPS routes, GPS coordinates of all test pits (both positive and negative), and other data collected during the field investigations. Where a final report is received within 180 days from the expiration date of permit, an Interim Report is not required. 
4.8 Submit all archaeological materials (in accordance with Sections 16 of Regulation 963/96) fully cleaned, catalogued, numbered and conserved within a two-year period. 

4.9 Submit (where necessary) Conservation records (in accordance with Section 17 of Regulation 963/96) outlining the details and records of the treatment upon submission of the materials to the Province.

5.0 Other Considerations 

5.1 Artifact sampling and reburial of materials may be undertaken in some circumstances with the written approval of the Provincial Archaeologist. 

5.2 It is the responsibility of a permit holder to obtain necessary operating licenses for the lawful use of Unmanned Autonomous Vehicles (UAV) for site photography/mapping. 

5.3 Destructive testing of historic resources under permit must have approval of the Provincial Archaeologist.

6.0 Recommended Report Format

· Letter of Transmittal (signed by the Permit holder)

· Title Page (project name, location, permit number, date, author)

· Credit Sheet (names, addresses and professional affiliations of the principle contributors)

· Management Summary (a brief overview of important findings and major recommendations)

· Table of Contents (list of figures, tables, appendices)

· Introductory Statement (name of the proponent and the general nature and stage of the proposed development, objectives and general scope of the assessment, agency and person(s) conducting the assessment and the kinds of professional expertise involved, the dates and duration of the research and organizational format of the report)

· Proposed Development Project (a brief summary of all pertinent aspects of the proposed project including project boundaries, scheduling, activities and facilities that may affect potential and/or known historic resources)

· Study Area (a brief description of the biophysical characteristics, both past and present of the study area that may have influenced the density, distribution and potential significance of historic resources)

· Methodology (An outline of the basic research design or plan of study, and the methods and equipment used to implement the research plan)

· Results (A presentation of the results of documentary research, consultation, and field activities including a description of negative data (e.g. where and why sites not found?)

· Discussion (Major findings are to be discussed to assess resource potential in the study area. This should identify major inadequacies in existing knowledge, make predictions about the type and number of sites to be expected, interpret the nature, distribution, and potential significance of historic resources within the study area and discuss (to the extent possible) the potential impacts on  historic resources and possible options available for managing impacts)

· Recommendations (Recommend preferred project alternative(s), and identify the need for further investigations, and discuss the appropriate scope of such work)

· References Cited (a listing of all sources cited in the report, including the names of persons consulted and cited in the report, as well as the date on which each communication were made)

· Appendices (as required)
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH PERMIT APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC RESOURCES IMPACT ASSESSMENT
	Name of Applicant
	


	Institution/Company
	
	Position
	


	Mailing Address
	


	Telephone
	
	Email
	


	Period for Which Permit is Required
	


OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED UNDERTAKING

	Title of Project
	


	Proponent
	


	Contact Person
	
	Position
	


	Mailing Address
	


	Telephone
	


	Project Rationale
	


	Location
	


	Physical Features
	


	Scheduling
	


	Construction
	


	Operations and Maintenance
	


DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC RESOURCES IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Please attach a copy of your assessment proposal
	Previous Assessment
	


	Landowner
	
	Telephone
	


	Mailing Address
	


	Objectives
	


	Research Plan
	


	Methodology
	


	Relation to Previous Work
	


	Schedule of Fieldwork and Analysis
	


(Please attach itinerary if appropriate)

	Informant Interviewing
	


(Please attach sample questionnaire)

	Arrangements for Artifact Conservation
	


	Name of Conservator
	


	Mailing Address
	


	Telephone
	


	Schedule of Return of material to Province
	


	List of Participants and Field Personnel
	


	Financial Support
	


CURRICULUM VITAE

Please enclose an up-to-date Curriculum Vita, including a list of three references that are familiar with your work experience, in your application. 

I agree to conform to the Regulations Governing Archaeological Research Permits, Regulations Governing the Conduct of Historic Resources Impact Assessment, and the provisions of the Historic Resources Act (1985).

	
	
	

	Date
	
	Signature


RETURN TO:
PROVINCIAL ARCHAEOLOGIST 



Provincial Archaeology Office



Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts and Recreation


P.O. Box 8700, St. John’s, NL, A1B 4J6


Email: JamieBrake@gov.nl.ca
Telephone: (709) 729-2462
	Privacy and Confidentiality Notice

	We will only use the personal information collected or provided as part of this application process for purposes directly related to the operation of the relevant programs and for statistical reports.

	Information you provide us in confidence, both personal and business-related, will be kept confidential unless 

· you approve its release, or
· we are required or authorized by laws such as the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy (ATIPP) Act to release it.

	If you have questions regarding privacy and confidentiality, contact the Access and Privacy Coordinator, Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts and Recreation, phone 729-7000 or email tcar@gov.nl.ca    
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